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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Baynton House faces south from its position close to the 
street on the edge of a bayou which once marked the eastern end of the 
main street of Natchez. It is a small, one and one-half story, frame house 
in the Federal Style. A gable roof extends in an unbroken slope from the 
eaves of the front gallery to the brick center chimney at the ridge. On 
the front slope are two dormers with gable roofs. The dormers are decorated 
by a dentil cornice at the eaves, the raking edges and the returns. Beneath 
the returns are plain friezes, molded architraves, and molded pilasters 
which flank window openings with semi-circular heads. Each window opening 
contains a nine-light, rectangular sash set beneath a fixed light with 
interlacing, curved muntins. The arched head is crowned by a molded wood 
keystone. The front gallery is defined by eight, slender, chamfered wood 
posts connected by a simple railing with rectangular spindles. The front 
wall of the house is divided into four bays and is finished with horizontal, 
flush boards, a molded chair-rail, and a paneled dado. The outer bays con­ 
tain matching doorways and the inner bays contain matching windows. Each 
doorway has a molded surround, corner blocks molded in concentric circles, 
a rectangular transom with radiating muntins, and a door with six plain 
panels recessed in molded frames. Each window is closed by a pair of 
louvered blinds and by nine-over-six, double-hung sash. The windows of 
the facade are similar to those on the weatherboarded sides of the house.

The original floor plan, similar to that of Mount Locust, a late 
eighteenth century house on the Natchez Trace, consists of a front gallery, 
two large front rooms, and a back gallery enclosed at each end to form two 
small flanking rooms. In the northwest corner of the west front room, an 
open stairway with rectangular-section spindles, swelling, columnar rqgwels, 
and scrolled stringer brackets, makes a quarter turn as it rises to the 
second floor where there are two rooms with vaulted ceilings and simple 
Federal Style mantelpieces. The downstairs rooms are finished with beaded 
baseboards, molded chair-rails, and door and window surrounds molded in a 
profile typical of the Federal Style in the area. The molded and carved 
mantelpieces have full entablatures supported by flanking molded pilasters 
or by attached Doric columns. The entablatures are broken at the sides 
and in the centers to form projecting panels decorated with hollow-cornered, 
rectangular recesses and with fluted, oval and circular paterae. A cabinet, 
closed by doors with plain, recessed panels and molded frames, occupies the 
recess to one side of each chimney-breast.

Alterations to the house have been primarily in the form of additions 
to the rear and have affected only slightly the original front portion of 
the house. The earliest addition, probably around 1850, enclosed and ex­ 
tended the back porch and,added a small room and a closet at the back 
corners. A kitchen, breakfast room, and bedroom were attached to the 
rear around 3^25. In 196(2, a family room was added on a lower level at 
the very Mck of the house. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Baynton House is an excellent example of the Federal Style 
cottage of the Natchez region. The house possesses an unusual number of 
regional characteristics as well as some especially fine architectural 
details. Among the regional characteristics are the exterior paneled 
dado, th£ fireplace cabinets, the vaulted ceilings, and the plan of the 
open back porch recessed between two small rooms. These elements combine 
with the fine details of the dormers and the mantelpieces and other re- 
fined^bellishments to give an air of elegance to the otherwise plain 
and neat, well-proportioned, small house.

The house was probably built shortly after 1830. Sale prices indi­ 
cate that it was not standing in 1830 when John Baynton bought the house 
lot and adjoining lots. However, when Baynton mortgaged the property 
in 1840, the lots are mentioned as "in the occupation of M. Lindo," 
and are referred to in 1844 as Mwith the appurtenances as the lands and 
tenements of the above named defendant, Virginia C. Lindo."

While in Natchez, John Baynton engaged in land speculation as a mem­ 
ber of the firm, Griffith and Baynton, and sold stock in the Planter's 
Bank as one of seven superintendents appointed to do so. After suffering 
financial losses in the panic of 1837, he and his wife, Cornelia, daughter 
of the wealthy and influential Joseph Sessions of Adams County, moved to 
Philadelphia, the native home of most of Baynton f s Natchez associates.

Later in the nineteenth century, the house assumed a significant 
place in Ideal history as the first home of a member of the Junkin family, 
James Jupxin, a native of Ireland who bought the house in 1859 and, as 
he acquired wealth, brought other members of the family to Natchez. The 
family has been influential in the economic and political life of the 
area and includes among its members, John R. Junkin, presently Speaker 
of the Mississippi House of Representatives.
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