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Form 10-300 
(Rev. 6-72} 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries -

MOORE-HORNOR 
ANDI OR HISTORIC : 

( Che ck On e) 

0 District 

0 Site 

0 Build ing 

E'9 Structure 

QWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition : 

O In Process 

STATE: 

Arkansas 
COUNTY : 

~ Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes : 

[29 Restr icted 

0 Object 0 Being Considered O Unrestricted 0 Preservation work 

Courthouse 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Co mmissio n . 

STATE : 

in progres ~ 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Arkansas 

0 No 

0 Comments 

n 
0 
c 
z 
-1 
< 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

Altered 

Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ::KJ Original Site 

The Arthur Thompson House is i'very early Victorian 
style in the State of Arkansas. Built in 1859, it must 
have been a style setter in the City of Helena, because 
other houses in the area at that time were Greek Revival 
style or otherwise symmetrically-styled buildings. There 
is good indication that the original front porch was 
executed in wood and that the present wrought iron front 
porch was a later alteration to the house. ~ The original 
front entrance matched exactly the rear entrance with a 
perfectly semicircular arch headed doorway in place of 
th\:resent fan shaped front door with side lights. 

The house is basically a red brick, two-storey, five 
bay structure with the two left side bays projecting to 
the front. , There are two rooms . on either side of the 
center hall both upstairs an~own with a separate one­
storey kitchen located off the right hand rear corner of 
the house. The projecting ell has a gable roof connecting 
to a hip roof on the rest of the house with four internal 
chimneys, two on either end of the hous~ The house pre­
sently has a bracketed c ornice, however, the brackets may 
have been added to a simpler cornice that was originally 
installed. 

The interior of the house is especially impressive with 
an unusually handsome staircase in the center hall and 
ceilings in excess of fourteen feet in height on both 
the.- ~first and second! fl oors. The cast plaster cornices 
on the interior are elaborate and in good condition. 
Sev&~al very early, if not the original, chandeliers sur­
vive in the house. The windows are long and relatively 
wide, having operating louvered shutters on each o f them. 
The right hand front room has the windows extending to 
the fl oor opening onto the front porch . 

The spacious grounds are surrounded by a handsome 
wrought iron fe~ce. The area between the main house and 
the original kL.tchen has been closed in with a one-storey 
brick connectio n topped by a second-storey frame-constructed 
sleeping porch. It appears that s o me p ortion of thi~ 
was original, probably in the form of a porch extend1ng 
across the back of the main house, but now complete~~ en-
closed and added to in later c onstruction. . <0~\)~_U_~/0._ / 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

50 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Archi lecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications IXl Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

TATEMENT OF 5\GI)l\FICANCE 

0 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

O · f?o:)igion / Phi-

_, l.osop,hy 

[J .S~i .eoc;e 

0 ,S,c;~.!pture 

0 Socia 1/ Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Ur~~~ ~PJanning 

0 Oth7r (Specify) 

By the summer of 1863 Helena, Arkansas had become a 
strongly garrisoned and fortified Mississippi River town 
under the command of Unior'i ' General Samuel R. Curtis. On 
July 4, 1863 Helena was attacked by approximately 7500 
Confederate troops under General T. H. Holmes. The 
stronger Union forces successfully repulsed repeated Con­
federate assults which resulted in heavy Confederate 
casualties particularly in Fagan's and McRae's brigades. 
Graveyard Hill, where the son of Governor Henry M. Rector 
was killed, Hindman's Hill and Fort Curtis developed as 
the storm centers of the Battle of Helena. 

' The Thompson-Moore-Hornor House is situated on one 
of the main battle sites of the Battle of Helena and much 
of the fighting occurred·' '-c:iiY.edtly b~e:tr:t'l'id···the· hous:e. · It 
~s F,ma~i~g that. the J;lo,u~ 1e e.scaped. ~e~tr:uc~~~n .f .or, it _was 
1n the d1rect l1ne of £1re frb~ -Foit Curtis and Battery 
D. There are two bullet holes in the sliding doors bet~een 
the double parlo~ said to have come from the 'Confederates 
on the hill firin~ _~n t~e Gun Boat Tyler on the Mississippi 
River. 

The Thompson-Moore-Hornor House is architecturally 
significant because it is an early asymmetrical Greek 
Revival style. It was a style-setter in Helena that was 
patterned after the newer Victorian style of the east 
coast of the United States. It represents one of the 
earliest examples of this type of architecture in Arkansas. 



Reynolds, John Hugh (ed . ) , Publications of the Arkansas 
Historical Association, Fayetteville, Arkansas Historical 
Association, 1906, Vo. I. 

Tax Record, St. Francis Township, Phillips County, 
Arkansas, 1860. 

-:::P:-:-h~i:-:1:-:l:--:-i._p_s---:C:::-o_u_n---:-t ..... y---=D=-e_e----'=d----'=B:::-o;_o;_k,...:-~Q , p • 
-;::P:-;-h;.;;i~l;:-::l~l::<. po::.;:..s~C;-::o...:u.:.:.n.:..;t::...y~D~e..::e:..:;d:--::Bo~o::.;k,.:...-;,;R, p . 
-;:::P:-:-h~i~l:::-1:--:-i._p_s---:C~o;_u;_n~t....,y~D~e;_e~d~Bo~o~k,...:-=P' , p . 
Phillips County Deed Book B3, p. 

STATE: 

STATE : 

STATE : 

NAME AND TITLE: 

321. 
714 . 
568 . 

161. 

Gene Richardson Research Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Pr ram 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1023 West Third 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Little Rock 

', : 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Prese rvation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

PValuated according to the c·ite_ria andprQcedures set 

forth by lh~ National Park Serv.tce . The "r"ecommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Netional Register. 

c Preservation 

National 0 State 0 Local IXl 

Tilk State Liaison Officer 
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JUN 4 1973 



PIXASE RETUH:l 'l'ltlS 
NtV-U-: OF PROPERTY 

The attached National Rc~istcr Invcnto~y-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the infoimation indicated below. 

1. Name. ----------------------------~---------------------------------------
2. Location. 

3. ClasGification. 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Lcgal.Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. ---------..,.-...------------

7. Description • . 

·--.:.__~.;__-----,------------~----··----· 

b. Acreage .. ~--~-------------------------------------------

· 11. Forn Prepared By. --------------------------------------

12. Certification. 

· _ Photographic Covcroge. 

_Hap Coverage. 

•of 
Clarificotion or correction of the abo.ve itcns must be m:tde prior to the~ initiatio:­
of our profc!';;sional rcvic·,.;. Corrcc tion of these tcchnicol errors docs not 
ncces s .-uily insure that the nomination will then satisfy National Rc1;istcr critcri ; 
in full. 

Thank you f~r your attention to the above items checked. / 

Sir.NED: (;!'~~~.,£--· ---------
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ARCH EOLOGIST 

. REVIEW UNIT CHIE F 

BRANCH CHI EF 

KEEP ER 

Nation al Reg i s t er ~.,t rite-up ------ Send-back ----------

Federa l Register en try · fr- 7- ?3 Re-submit----------

En te red - 4 1973 





IPS Number 

'l'itle: 

Loo 

PRO PERl 

FORM 10· 301 A 
(6/72) 

1. NAME 
COMMON 

MOORE-HORNOR HOUSE 

2. L.OCA TION 

STATE 

Arkansas 
STREET AND NUMBER 

323 Beech Street 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATrONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all ent~ies -attach to or en_ close with photograph) 

AND/ OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CO DE (Assigned by NPS) 

JUN 4 1913 

COUNTY TOWN 

Philli s Helena 

DATE NEGATIVE F I LED AT 

Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Progr am September 1972 

Arkansas History 
Commission 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. 

This photograph was taken from the east l ooking west . 

GPO 932-0 0 9 



Form 10-301 
" (July ?968) 

1. NAME 
COMMON 

MOORE - HORNOR HOUSE 
2. LOCATION 
STATE 

Arkansas 
STREET AND NUMBER 

32 3 Beech St r eet 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE 

USGS 15 ' Ser ies 
Latour Quadrangle 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HA.TIOHA.L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MA.P FORM 

(Type all entries -attach to or enclose with map) 

AND/ OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aeefgned by NPS) 

.b 4 1911 

COUNTY TOWN 

Ph ill i s He l e na 

DATE SCALE 

1961 
REQUIREMENTS: PROJ?_ERT Y BOUN_!_:>ARIES_,_ W ':l_~ RE REQUIH_ED , ANR _NO~TH A_~_ROW , 

GPO 932-010 





ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
1023 WEST THIRD STREET 

May 8, 1973 

Mr . Jerry L . Rogers 
Chief of Registration 

LITTLE ROCK , ARKANSAS 72201 

National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr . Rogers : 

501 374 - 0375 

I am returning the Moore- Hornor Home Nomination and the Ta ppan­
Pillow Home Nomination with the additional information you r equested 
in your memorandum of May 2 , 1973 . 

Sincerely , 

~~~ 
Gene Richardson 
Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Program 

Enclsoures 

GR : lw 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered JUN 4 1973 

Name 

'L'ha Allin Home 

Tapp.;~n (Jamee C. ) ltouH 

Fowler (Absal.oa) HouH 

~ro-uornor JloQae 

Also Notified 
Hon. Jolul L. McClellan 
Iron. J. H. Fulbright 
t~on. Bill 1\lm·::andor 
l!">n . h'!ll!M o. Mille 

Dir~ctor, Southwest Region 
I I PHR ----.. 

Location 

Beleu 
PhUlipa COUnty 

Little ltock 
hlaskt. County 

Helena 
PhU11pa COt.mty 

Stat~ Historic Presarvation Officer 
Mr. Williul E. Hend~raon, Director 
Arkansa• Department of Parka & 

Tou.riem 
State capitol, Room 149 
Little naek,. Arkanaas 72201 

MMott 6/7/73 



SUI TE 10 30 , PLAZA IllEST , MC KINLEY STREET AND LEE AVENUE 
LI TTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS ; 72205 501 6 64-8715 

Mr. Charle s A. Herrington, 
Revi e w Committee 
National Pa rk Se rvice 
De p a rtme nt of the Inte rior 
washington, D. c. 20240 

Dear Mr. He rrington: 

May 29, 1974 

Supe rvisor 

It has r e c e ntly come to our attention tha t an incorrect 
bibliogra phy may have been submitted for a National Re gister 
property in Arkansas. Please check your copies of the 
"Tappa n-Pillow Home " and the "Moore - Horne r Home " to verify 
whether or not the s ame bibliographica l references were 
listed for these two properties (both in Phill i ps County). 

If, rn-fact, the same bibliography has been submitted for 
both properties, please chang e the entries to conforci to the 
following: 

Tappan-Pillow Home (General James C. Tappan Home) 

Phillips County Deed Re cord Book Q, pp. 166 
and 3 21 • , · · " . .. .. 

Phillips County Deed. Record. Boo.d R, p. 714 
Phillips County Dee d Re c ord Book P, pp. 541 

and 568. 
Phillips County Deed Record Book B3, p. 161. 
Reynolds, John Hugh, ed. uTh.e . .Tappan. Home." 

Publications of th e Ark a n sas Historical 
As sociation, Vol. 1, 1906. 



' ; -

Mr. Charles A. He rrington, 
Supervisor 
Page -2-
May 29, 1974 

Moore Horner Home 

Phillips County Deed Record Book Q, pp. 559-560. 
Phillips County Deed Re cord Book B4 , p. 546. 
Phillips County Probate Re cord Book D, p. 34. 
Phillips County Tax Records, 1856, 1859, and 

1860. 

Please advise us as soon as possible as to the bibliographical 
references to these two nominations. 

DK/m 

-- - - -- --- ··-· - - · -· -· -

Sincerely , 

D(G,~ t ~ J!J 
Dianna Kirk 
Historian 



NOTICE 

Original letter is fil ed with 
the first property referred in 
the text. 

SEE FIRST PROPERTY FILE 



H34-PR 

Hs. Diana Kirk , Historian 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Suite 1030, Plaza ~est 
He Kinley Street and Lee Avenue 
Little Rock. Arkansas 72205 

Dear tis. Kid:~ 

Titank you for your r ecent lett~r con~erning the bibliographic references 
of two National Register of Bistorie Places entriei. the ~Tappan-Pillow 
Eome" .and the "Moore-Horner -F.oae . n ... ...::......----_-..-~ - '-

A review of our files diselo~~A that the two nominations did have the 
&ane biblio raph.ic references. 0\!r files have nov been eorracted as per 
your letter. 

iy your action. of alerting us to errors in our files, you ue helping 
us to ~~intain the de~irad ~evel of excellence required for the National 
Register to perform its functions . 

Again we thank you . 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. ~furtagb 
Keeper of the National Register 

cc : Nx. William E. Henderson , Director , Arl~sas Department of Parks 
and Tourism, State Cppitoi-Room 149, Little Rock~ Arkansas 
72201. w/cy inc .. . 

FNP:fillBarnes:lml 6/27/74 
bee: Regional Director, So~thwest Region w/cy inc. 

Director's Reading File 
DI 
PR w Icy inc. •;..,~]":-:· 

V BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 

\ 

' ,\ 
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NOTICE 

Original letter is filed with 
the first property referred in 
the text. 

SEE FIRST PROPERTY FILE 

ing the bibliographie l"eferen.eea 
eea· entriei. the n1'appau-l'Ulov 

..,. . -

A review of our files diselm;e.d that the bfo nomination-s did 1-.ave the 
sa1e bibliographic referenc~. Our files hAve now been ~rreeted as per 
your letter. ·- -

By your action,. of alertt~ ·us to ert"ors in ·cur files, you are hel.piDg 
us to maiotatu the detd.rad leve.l of excellence required for the National 
Regist~r to perfor.a its funet!Ct'ltt. . ·· :-,c _ .. : .:-. 

- - ·- ~ : i ·-- ':: 

.Again we thank you. 

Sincerely y~urs~ 

Will.iam .1. ~furt.agh 
Keeper of the National Register 

cc: J.f.r. William E. Henderson. Director, Arkansas Department of Parks 
and Tourism, State Cppital-Romn 149, Little Rock, Arkansas 
72201.. w/cy inc .. · . - · - · 

FNP:~ffiBarnes:lml 6/27(?4 · 
bee: Regional Director, So~thwest Region w/cy inc. 

Director's Reading File 
DI 
PR w/cy inc. . 'J.~~1f 

V BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 

I 

I 



ARKANSAS HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763 

January 25, 1977 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service-National Register 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Re: Moore-Horner House 
Helena, Phillips County 

This letter is to notify you of the change in ownership of the 
Moore-Horner House in Helena. The new owners are: 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hornor 
323 Beech 
Helena, Arkansas 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~u~ 
Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

BW:emf 

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL 11: CULTURAL HERITAGE 


