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Ad Town Historic District, North Attleborough, Massachusetts
6. Functionor Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic/ Single dwelling; Secondary Donmestic/ Single dwel i ng: Secondary
structure Rel i gi on/ Rel i gi ous Structure; Church
Educat i on/ School School ; Church-related residence
Religion/Religious structure: Churrh-rplatP | ndust ry/ Manufacturing facility
Resi dence Transportation/Bridge
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
No style foundation X one; Brick; Ganite
Col oni al / Ceor gi an Brick: Asphalt,
Early Republ i%/ Federal valls Wﬁtntn]%rutr)r?ars%t hetics P
Md-19th Century/ G eek Revival rof  Vdod; Asphalt Shingle
Late Victorian/ Queen Anne; Stick/East! ake ot her

Late 19th Century Revival s/ Colonial Revival;

Cl assical Rpvival
Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Old Town Historic District is a formerly rural, now largely suburban,
neighborhood where the patterns of buildings and landscape preserve the
salient features of nearly three centuries of history, from the original
Colonial settlement with its central cluster of community buildings and Its
periphery of farmsteads, to the early 20th century suburban blend of
residential, agricultural and industrial activities.

Located on OIld Post Road in the southwest corner of North Attleborough, Old
Town contains twenty-three houses, seventeen outbuildings, a church, a former
schoolhouse, a powderhouse, a factory, a pair of stone bridges, a mill dam and
several historic archaeological sites on approximately one hundred acres of
land, all significant features in the district's historical development.
There are, in addition, eleven residences and twenty-four minor outbuildings
within the district which are modern and noncontributing. One of the
residences, though within the period of significance, has been extensively
altered and is considered noncontributing. The district comprises the heart
of the linear settlement that grew up along the mile-long stretch of Old Post
Road and its intersecting roads north of Red Rock Hill. OIld Post Road, Allen
Avenue, Mount Hope Street and Linden Avenue date from the Colonial Period and
probably had their origins in footpaths established by Native Americans. The
Seven Mile River, fed by a pair of streams, runs through a shallow, wooded
valley on the west side of the district and, after passing through a former
mill and ice pond, flows under Old Post Road and into Luther Reservoir (ca.
1950) on the district's southern edge. With the exception of a small, hilly
ridge (part of the Red Rock Hill formation) on the north side of Mount Hope
Street, the topography is typified by gently rolling terrain. The district's
houses line the road, with pasture and fields concentrated around the working
farms in the northern end of the district.

Former fields that have reverted to woodlands lie just outside the district on
the east and west. Beyond this wooded area to the west is U.S. Route 1 with
its commercial strip development. To the east, along Mount Hope Street, the
formerly rural and agriculture countryside has largely been built up with
suburban residences. Along OIld Post Road to the south of the district there
are also a number of recently constructed houses. U.S. Route 1-295 crosses
the northern end of the district on an embankment; north of 1-295 there are a

[x] See continuation sheet
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nunbber of eighteenth and nineteenth-century houses on Q@d Post and Draper
Roads, whi ch represent an extension of Od Tow but are not included inthe
district because they are separated fromit by the nadern hi ghway.

Hstorically and visually, the center of tom is at the intersection of Qd
Post Roed ad Mut Hype Street where the First Gongregational Church, an
ornate. Federal neetinghouse, built by a |ocal carpenter, Ezra Vdl ker, stands
as the district's chier landnark (Mp #26). Faci n%] the church across the
intersection i sanother promnent work of architecture, the Gaptai n John
Searns Huse, a two-and-a-half-story, center-chimnmey, Georgian house wth a
one-story ell termnating ina one-roomcell that appears to have been a
freestanding structurein the early 18th century (Mp #29). Between these two
bui | di ngs, wde expanses of roadside |awn preserve a portion of the mlitia
training field establishedin 1715 ad rov |argely occupied by buil di ngs.

M the northeastern side of the intersection stands the nant-Nxcy Huse
(Mp #27), a late 19th century. Queen Arme residence that occupies the
approxinate | ocation of the 1710 neetinghouse. MNorth of this 1 sthe forner
District # School house, a singl e-st or%, tenpl e-style, Geek Revival building
(Mp #25); a short distance north pf the school isthe church parsonage, a
one-and-a-hal f story building, also inthe Geek Revival style (Mp #18).

not visible fromthe road, the circular brick house i s not far
fromthe intersection, standing on the snall hill east of the Gnant-Nxcy
Fouse (Mp #39).

The concentration of institutional buildings that defines the center of Qd
Tom i s augnented by the cluster of buildings around the forner mll site
south of the church. The site of the Newell” MIl and its successors is
significant both as a landscape feature and as an archaeol ogical site. A low
earth ad stone cam suppl enented by concrete work at the forebay and spillwa
contains the pond; a pair of stone slab bridges carries Qd Post Road over the
river and the tail race. The remmants of rubblestone walls at the dams outl et
ad concrete foundations fromthe icehouse are the only above-ground evidence
of ay of the buildings; nost of the area i s row overgroan. A the north end
of the industrial site 1 sthe Robinson-Sadler House (Mp #31), built as the
mll residence. The Sadler-Sokes House (Mp #38) on Nurt Sreet nay
al so have been used to house enpl oyees fromthe shops.

Across the road fromthe mll site are three houses built by the Todd famly
wo operated the Od Tom |ce Gonpary. They are large, suburban vill as,
nomnal ly Colonial Revival axd Queen Avne intheir st}/fln (Mp # 33 34,
3. The sheds that fornerly housed the conpany ice trucks and the mlk room
for the Todd dairy herd are behind the Hery Todd House (Mp #34). The Toad
past urel ands have been flooded by the reservoir.

(conti nued)



Unhed States Department ot the interior -
National ParK Service

National Register of Historic Places ~
Continuation Sheet

Old Town Historic District,
Section number _ Z Rape 2 North Attleborough, Massachusetts

The rectangular tract of land east of the Stearns House was platted in 1892 as
Kentston Park, though the development plans yielded only three houses during
the streetcar era. Of these, only the Daniel Henry Hunt House (Map #41)
retains sufficient integrity to be included in the district.

On the OIld Post Road north of Old Toan Center, there are a number of houses of
the same vernacular type as the Stearns House. The Titus-George-Stanley House
(Map #8), which is still a farm residence, is notable for its finely worked,
pedimented frontispiece. A simpler example of the Federal style is the
Robinson-Newell House (Map #4). The Greek Revival style is represented by the
one-and-a-haif-story Woodcock-Eldridge House (Map #10). Ore of the last
farmhouses to be built in the district, the Robert McCartney House (Map #11),
uses the same five-bay, center-entry form, but with a single-story front porch
in the Queen Anne mode. A shift away from this vernacular model appears in
the Eben and Mariana Sylvester House (Map #7) with its end gable form trimmed
with bargeboard in a modest demonstration of Victorian Gothic.

As in the southern end of the district, the streetcar-era buildings on the
northern end range in size and styling. The small, early 20th century
subdivision of what was the northwestern corner of the Titus-George-Stanley
farm contains: the Fuller House, a handsome, one-and-a-half-story Shingle
Style cottage (Map #6); the two Bibeau Houses, two-story, end-gable-roof
houses in a simplified Queen Anne style (Map #s 3, 5), the former Old Tomn
Lace Works, a single-story example of mill construction with a modem front
(Map #2); and the William Young House (Map #1), an essentially styleless
vernacular building"! To the south of these is the Horace Eldridge House (Map
#13), a stuccoed frame building with the cross-gambrel roofs of the Dutch
Colonial Style. The Frank Maxcy House (Map #28) and the Sadler-Stokes House
(Map #38) further demonstrate the early 20th century popularity of this
suburban style. A discussion of key and representative building follows. It
is organized chronologically.

The Captain John Stearns House (692 Old Post Road, ca. 1680, ca. 1731, Mep
#29) is a two-and-a-half-story, shingled wood frame house with a flank-gable
roof, center chimney in the Georgian style, with a traditional five-bay-wide
center entry plan. On the exterior, the pedimented doorway is the principal
decoration, while the interior is ornately finished and restored.
Full-length, fluted pilasters frame the paneled walls in the northwest
parlor. The southwest parlor has featherboard wainscotting and the front
stairhall is finished with a heavy bolection molding, a short spindle railing
and tiger maple stairs. The twelve-over-twelve, double-hung, wood sash
windows are reproductions based on the original windows. On the southeast
corner is an 1802 single-story, flank-gable structure, three bays wide with an
off-center entry. A plank-walled, single room cell, with a fireplace in the
northwest corner, appears to have originally been a free-standing building
(ca. 1680) that predates the main part of the house. The garage is

(continued)
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noncontributing. Captain John Stearns moved from Dedham to Attleborough, ca.
1745. A blacksmith by trade, he was a major figure in town affairs, serving

in the militia, and the General Court Provincial Congress. Thomas Daggett, an
innholder, purchased the house in 1781 and presumably maintained an inn here.
A bar remained in the southeast room. The property was subsequently owned by
the Newell and Kent families.

A noncontributing, one-and-a-half-story, clapboard, wood frame house on an
L-shaped plan with a cross-gable roof and a raised concrete basement garage,
occupies the same location as the Christopher Hall House (ca. 1710), which was
destroyed in 1986 by the town fire department at the request of a realtor (633
Old Post Road, 1988, Mgp #19). The late 19th century one-and-a half-story,
clapboarded wood frame, end-gable-roof barn on rubblestone foundation,
associated with the former Christopher Hall homestead, is considered
contributing.

The Tomn Powder House (10 Mount Hope Street, 1768, Mgp #39, M #3) is a
one-story, circular, brick building with wood shingled, conical roof,
approximately twelve feet in diameter, with a wooden door. Situated on a
wooded, rocky knoll north of MountHope Street, the powder house has been
painted and re-roofed twice in its history. Since 1965, it has been enclosed
by a chain link fence. The magazine was constructed to store the town's stock
of ammunition between September and December 1768, on land just east of the
training field, by Jacob Newell, then Tom Treasurer. It remained in active
service through the War of 1812. By the 1870s, the townspeople were taking
steps to preserve the building as a historical landmark.

The Robinson-Jacob Newell House (493 OIld Post Road, ca. 1788, Mgp #4) is a
Federal two-and-a-half story, shingled frame, center chimney house in the
traditional five bay, center-entry style. The exterior ornament is
concentrated in the Georgian frontispiece which has fluted pilasters
supporting a pediment enriched with dentils. Interior features of note
include a fireplace in the northeast parlor with architrave molding and a
paneled overmantel. A two-car, noncontributing garage was built on the north
end in 1989. Obed Robinson, a silversmith, built this house on a one-quarter
acre plot which he purchased in 1788. Robinson subsequently moved to nearby
Robinsonville where he established one of the town's first jewelry firms.

The Titus-George-Stanley House (526 Old Post Road, ca. 1800, Mgp #8) is a
two-and-a-half story, asphalt shingled, wood-frame, flank-gable-roof house
with a center chimney in the traditional five-bay-wide, center-entry Federal
style. Architecturally the house is notable for its fine Federal frontispiece
which has a doorway and fanlight framed by fluted pilasters and a pediment
enriched with moldings, a key block and distinctly undulating, drilled
decoration. The large, two-story ell on the rear with two internal chimneys
was formerly extended by a smaller ell. Three noncontributing 20th century

(continued)
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outbuildings, a garage and two sheds, are also on the property. Peter Titus,
a blacksmith from Rehoboth, was the original owner of this house; he sold it
to Preston George, an Attleborough butcher, in 1805. George's son-in-law,
Seneca Stanley, acquired the farm and expanded his holdings in the mid-19th
century. The northern part of Stanley's farm was parceled off in the early
20th century while the remainder has continued in agricultural use.

The Newell Blacksmith Shop Site (Opposite 742 Old Post Road, ca. 1815 et.
seq.. Map #35) contains a low, earth and rubblestone dam with a forebay and
spillway supplemented by early 20th century concrete which contains the Seven
Mile River in the former mill and ice pond. The sites of the blacksmith shop
and the successor cotton mill, jewelry shops and ice houses are largely
overgrown. No archaeological testing has been done here beyond surface
collecting by a vocational archaeologists.

The First Congregational Church (675 Old Post Road, 1828, Map #26, MHC #5),
built by Ezra Walker, is a two-story, white pine and oak clapboarded frame,
meetinghouse approximately 65 feet long and 45 feet wide with an end-gable
roof crowned by a three-tiered tower with the belfry in the middle tier and an
octagonal cupola on the top. A handsome example of the local Federal style,
the church facade has a shallow, pedimented pavilion, slightly lower than the
main pedimented gable that contains twin entries in Classical enframements.
Above the entries, a pair of large, twelve-over-twelve windows topped with
wooden fans, flank a fifteen-foot-high window with a similar wooden fan. The
pavilion pediment contains a lunette as well. The main body of the
meetinghouse, the pavilion, and the tower are trimmed with quoining, enriched
cornices and, in the upper two tiers of the tower, with pilasters. The flanks
of the church each have eight, seven-foot-high windows with
twelve-over-twelve, double-hung, wood sash, and wooden fans lighting the main
assembly room on the second story. The chancel and pulpit (which was lowered
ca. 1885) are located at the front (east) end of the church. Galleries run
along the sides of the church and at the west end is the organ loft which
contains the ca. 1830 Stevens "tracker action" organ which was manually pumped
until the 1920s when it was electrified. Aside from the change to the pulpit,
the principal alterations to the church have been the addition of the basement
in 1911, and the kitchen in 1948, located in the basement. In 1989-1990 a
rear addition was added as well. A mid-19th century carriage shed was moved to
an unknown location in 1990. This is the third home of the First
Congregational Society, the first church established in the old town of
Attleborough. Two earlier church buildings, of 1710 and 1728, were apparently
located just east of the building on the opposite side of Old Post Road.

The Old Town Schoolhouse District #6 School (670 Old Post Road, ca. 1840, Map
#25, M #7) is a single-story, clapboarded frame, end-gable-roof building in
the vernacular Greek Revival temple style with a pair of side entries and a
square tower with a louvered belfry. A simple, but prominent, cornice,

(continued)
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repeated over the doorways and cornerboard pilasters are other exterior
features. The windows have six-over-six, double-hung, wood sash, except in
the center of the facade, where the original window was replaced by a pair of
smaller sash, covered by shutters in the early 20th century. The District #6
school was established ca. 1804 in a two-story building south of this site.
While the schoolhouse was still used as such in 1832, the present schoolhouse
must have been erected by the mid-19th century. It was in service until
1938. It presently houses the First Congregational Church Sunday School.

The Woodcock-Eldridge House (549 Old Post Road, ca. 1843, Map #10, ML #55a)
is a one-and-a-half story, clapboarded, wood-frame, flank-gable-roof Greek
Revival cottage in the traditional five-bay-wide, center entry style. A
prominent cornice, cornerboards and a sidelit doorway with a plain entablature
are the principal elements of the external trim. The windows are
six-over-six, double-hung, wood sash. One of the two interior chimneys has
been removed. Contributing outbuildings include a single-story, wood frame,
gable-roof shed, now a garage, and a well house with iron grill and crank.
There is also a noncontributing, modern tool shed. A circular depression and
other earth patterns mark the location of the brickyard and it is included as
a contributing site. ‘

The First Congregational Church Parsonage (632 Old Post Road, ca. 1844-1850,
Map #18, MHC #4) is a one-and-a half-story, clapboard-clad, gable-roof house,
three bays wide with a side entry. This Greek Revival building has a
prominent cornice, cornerboard pilasters and a sidelit doorway with a
trabeated surround. A single-story on the rear has been altered; the gable
roof dormers on either slope of the roof are later additions. A
noncontributing, single-story, wood frame, end-gable-roof garage in the rear
of the property stands in the place of the original barn, which was demolished
in the 1950s.

Peavy-Todd House site (20 Mount Hope Street, Map #40, ML #251), barn, and
farmscape contribute to the district. The present house on the property, a
late 20th century, single-story, L-shaped, gable-roof ranch house with painted
shingle and vertical board siding and a large picture windows, is typical of
residential construction. The original house, a mid-19th century building,
was destroyed by fire ca. 1960 and no description or depiction of it has been
located. The stone walls and the surviving barn, however, occupy an important
place in the Old Town landscape, and help to preserve the area's rural
character. The barn is a studded structure with horizontal board sheathing
and wood shingles. Its six-over-six, double-hung, wood sash windows have been
boarded over. The main entrance in the west gable end is approached by an
earth ramp; there is also a doorway in the stone basement wall on the south
flank. Although the southern side of the barn has been damaged by fire, the
building is important as one of the few surviving 19th century farm
outbuildings in the district. A noncontributing, mid-20th century shed is
also located on the property.

(continued)
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The Robinson-Sadler House (709 OIld Post Road, ca. 1847, Map #31) is a
one-and-a-half-story, clapboard-clad house in the traditional five-bay-wide,
center entry mode with Greek Revival styling. A prominent cornice with a high
entablature, channeled cornerboard pilasters, a watertable and a Doric
frontispiece are the principal architectural features. A set-back,
single-story wing on the south end has a shed roof porch with turned posts and
a side entry with a transom. The six-over-six, double-hung windows have
cornice moldings on the main block of the house. This house was erected and
long served as the residence associated with the Robinson button shop on the
former Newell property immediately to the south.

726 OIld Post Road (Map #32, MHC #240) is the site of the late 18th century
Newell's Tavern and is considered significant for its archaeological
potential. flewell's Tavern was torn down in the late 1940s or early 1950s.

The Sadler-Stokes House (8 Mount Hope Street, ca. 1858, remodeled 1926, Map
#38, ML #254) is a one-and-a-half story, flank-gambrel-roof house with long,
shed-roof dormers on either flank of the roof. The house presently is largely
the product of the ca. 1926 remodeling in a vernacular style influenced by the
Dutch Colonial Revival. The roof iias boxed, molded eaves with a frieze raked
in the gables; at the first story level there is a simple box cornice with
partial returns. Plain cornerboards and the cornice window heads over the
windows in the east end seem to be the only elements of the original exterior
trim that have survived. The two-over-one, double-hung, wood sash windows are
paired in the four-bay-wide facade. The entry is on the west end, through a
single-story shed roof wing with a screened porch. There is a central
chimney/flue, and rubblestone foundation. The house is significant as a
representative of vernacular building and changing tastes in the mid-19th and
early 20th centuries. The modern shed is noncontributing. This house first
appears on the 1858 map of Attleborough, where it is listed as one of several
houses in OIld Town owned by T.D. Sadler. In 1895, the house was in the
possession of Mrs. Sadler. In the early 20th century, the Stokes family
acquired the house and remodeled and enlarged it after it was damaged by fire
ca. 1926.

The Eben Sylvester House (513 Old Post Road, ca. 1880, Map #7, ML #267) is a
two-story, end-gable-roof, frame cottage representing a modest example of
post-Civil War, Victorian eclecticism. In contrast to the vernacular
Classical mode which predominated in the vicinity, this house, with its eaves
trimmed with carved verge boards in the gables, and brackets (only two of
which remain on the main roof), reflected new trends in American
architecture. The house has a side entry with architrave molding, flanked by
a single-story, square, hip-roof bay window with scroll brackets and narrow
one-over-one, double-hung, wood sash windows. The other windows are also
one-over-one, double-hung, wood sash windows with architrave trim. There is a
single-story, flank gable-roof ell on the south flank with an enclosed
shed-roof porch.

(continued)
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Two bridges (Map #36) over the Seven Mile River are relatively rare survivals
of granite slab bridges on a well-traveled road. This simple type of bridge
was commonly used in the 18th and 19th centuries for spanning small
waterways. The construction of these bridges followed the destruction of
their predecessor in an 1886 freshet. The span actually consists of two
bridges, essentially identical, that carry Old Post Road over the river's two
channels (former mill races). An earth bank, approximately fifty feet wide,
separated the two waterways. Each bridge is composed of two spans supported
by abutments and a center pier of rubble masonry. Each span is comprised of
roughly-quarried granite slabs, approximately 6 feet long and 1.5 feet to 2
feet wide, arranged in thirteen parallel rows. A modem roadbed is laid on
top of the slabs and there are low, concrete side walls. The northern bridge
is mounted with steel traffic barriers set in concrete. Both bridges are
contributing structures to the district.

The Conant-Maxcy House (680 Old Post Road, ca. 1891, Mgp #27) is a two-story,
wood frame, end-gable-roof house in the Queen Anne style, three bays wide with
a side entry under a single-story verandah. Novelty shingling in the gable,
gable trim, and decorative barge boards trim the exterior. On the south flank
of the house, there is a single-story wing with a flat roof and a decorative
parapet railing. A one-and-a-half-story barn with a flank-gable roof,
vertical siding and a pair of double doors stands north of the house and
contributes to the significance of the historic district. The Conant-Maxcy
House occupies a portion of the two-acre lot donated to the town, ca. 1712.
The first two meetinghouses and first school occupied some part of the
two-acre lot, though exact locations are not known. This house was apparently
built by John Conant, ca. 1891; his wife operated the local post office out of
the front porch until ca. 1910. It subsequently became the Maxcy family
residence.

The Robert McCartney House (548 Old Post Road, ca. 1895, Mgp #11) is a late
19th century vernacular farmhouse with a measure of Queen Anne decoration and
a one-and-a-half-story rear ell. A shed-roof porch with a center gable
decorated in a staggered butt, wood shingle motif wood shingles with staggered
butts shelters the first story of the facade. The porch is supported by
turned posts with jigsawn spandrels and is enclosed by a square-cut railing
with molded handrails and ball finials on the posts. Above the porch, two
gable-roof wall dormers flank a central chimney in the front slope of the roof
which has boxed eaves. The house has one-over-one, double-hung wood sash
windows; the windows in the end walls have shed hoods.

The Samuel McCartney House (541 Old Post Road, ca. 1900, Mgp #9, ML #266) is
a turn of the century two-story, end-gable-roof house of the Classical Revival
style. It is trimmed with boxed, molded eaves, frieze, corner boards and a

single-story, flat-roof porch supported by Romen Doric columns on the facade.
The porch shelters a side entry and a pair of one-over-one, double-hung, wood

(continued)
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sash windows; both the windows and doorway are treated with architrave
molding. Two bays wide and four bays deep, the house has an internal chimney
and a single-story, flat-roof vestibule on the south flank. The garage and
workshops are noncontributing structures.

The Lathrop House (649 Old Post Road, ca. 1902, Map #21, MHC #256) is a large,
simply-styled, suburban house much like the other large houses built on Old
Post Road at the turn of the century. Two stories high, with a flank-gable
roof and five bays wide, it has pedimented gables and a semi-hexagonal bay on
the south end. The one-over-one, double-hung windows are arranged in pairs
and the center entry has a modern Georgian frontispiece. There is a
single-story, shed roof ell on the southwest corner. A shed located in the
rear is noncontributing.

The James Adams House (732 Old Post Road, ca. 1903, Map #33, MHC #244) is one
of several suburban houses built in Old Town at the turn of the century. This
two-and-a-half-story house has a hip roof and a central, gable-roofed front
pavilion with a semi-hexagonal bay that contains the center entry. The gable
peak contains an elliptical window with tracery and four key blocks in the
architrave molding. The two-tier front porch stretches across the facade,
following the projection of the pavilion. It is supported by Roman Doric
columns, and has a railing with turned spindles and posts with ball finials.
The main roof has deep eaves and a hip-roof dormer on either flank. The
one-over-one-windows include paired windows, on the second story and, in the
first story and, in the first story parlor, diamond lozenge panes in the upper
sashes. The frame garage, which dates from the early 20th century, is
contributing.

The Henry Todd House (742 Old Post Road, ca. 1903, Map #34) is a
two-and-a-half-story, clapboarded and shingled wood frame house with an end
gable roof and an octagonal, two-story turret with a conical roof. A building
with picturesque asymmetry of the Queen Anne and classically inspired surface
details of the Colonial Revival, the house was designed and built by William
Todd and William and Emerson Perry. One of the three houses built for the
children of William Todd, proprietor of the Old Town Ice Company, the Henry
Todd House closely resembles its neighbor to the south, the George Todd
House. Contributing outbuildings included a frame barn, originally used for
the ice company horses, a shed that housed the ice trucks, and a former milk
room for the Todd dairy cattle.

The William H. Young House (420 Old Post Road, ca. 1904, Map #1, MHC #273) is
a two-story, flank gable-roof frame dwelling that illustrated the continuity

of a basic vernacular house type into the early 20th century. Three bays wide
and two bays deep with a plain center entry, the house is trimmed with corner
boards and boxed eaves. A single-story, hip roof porch with square posts and
concrete foundation stretches the length of the facade. There is an internal,
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off-center chimney or flue, and a single story shed roof addition on the
rear. A late 20th century, noncontributing shed is also located on the

property.

The Albert Bibeau ljouse (484 Old Post Road, ca. 1904, Map #3, M #270), like
its neighbor at 494 Old Post Road, is a two-story, end gable-roof house with a
modest measure of the irregular massing and ornamental elaboration that
characterize the Queen Anne style. Three bays wide and three bays deep with a
side entry, the house most likely had a front porch which was removed at an
unknown date. The present broken pediment frontspiece and metal side rails
are recent additions. The house has two-over-two, double-hung, wood sash
windows with architrave molding. In the gable there is an ornamental window
with a border of colored glass. There is a single-story, semi-hexagonal bay
with a cobble foundation on the south flank, as well as a hip roof wall
dormer. On the north flank there is a single-story, hip-roof vestibule. The
top story of the house is covered with wood shingles while the first floor is
clapboarded. The roof has molded eaves and the foundation is brick. An early
20th century, contributing garage is also located on the property. In
1904-1905, Dosithe Bibeau purchased a parcel of land with 260 feet frontage on
Old Post Road from Marianna Sylvester, land that had formerly been part of the
Seneca Stanley Farm. It was presumably then, or shortly thereafter, that
Bibeau erected the two similar houses at 484 and 494 Old Post Road. In 1921,
Bibeau sold the parcel to Albert Bibeau who immediately resold the 484 Old
Post Road property, and the lot adjoining to the north, to Albert and Eva
Bonnier. Between 1926 and 1937, Ellen Darcy of Pawtucket owned the two lots,
and in the latter year, sold them to the Oldtown Lace Works. The house
remained the property of the Lace Works until the company dissolved in 1959.

The Dosithe Bibeau House (494 Old Post Road, ca. 1905, Map #5, ML #269), like
its neighbor at 484 Old Post Road, is a two-story, end gable-roof house with a
modest measure of the irregular massing and ornamental elaboration that
characterize the Queen Anne style. The house has a single-story porch across
the facade, supported by square columns. A pent roof shelters two
single-story bays on the south flank. The house has one-over-one,
double-hung, wood sash windows with fake six-over-six muntins. There is a
two-bay-wide cross gable on the south flank and, in the front gable, a single
window with an ornamental border of colored glass. The roof has molded eaves
and the foundation is brick. The house typifies the moderately-sized
residences built in Old Town during the streetcar era. In 1904-1905, Dosithe
Bibeau purchased over three acres of land, part of the former Seneca Stanley
Farm from Marianna Sylvester. Presumably at this time he built this house and
its former northern neighbor, 484 Old Post Road. Bibeau sold the house to
Albert Bibeau in 1921. The house was subsequently the property of Albert and
Eva Bonnier. The garage, summerhouse, and shed, all contributing, have
cobblestone foundations and shingled walls.

(continued)
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The George Todd House (778 OIld Post Road, ca. 1905, Mgp #37, ML #242) is one
of several large. Queen Anne houses built in Old Town at the turn of the
century. A two-and-a-half-story structure, it has an end gable roof with
shallow cross gables on the north and south, and a pent roof across the third
floor. The gable is covered with novelty shingles and has a Palladian
window. On the northeast corner of the house there is an octagonal two-story
tower covered with imbricated shingles and crowned by a pyramidal roof with
finial. A hip roof porch supported by Romaen Doric columns stretches across
the facade and terminates in an octagonal porch with a roof crowned by a
finial on the northwest corner. The central entry and the two-over-one,
double-hung windows are trimmed with architrave molding. The house, with its
irregular silhouette dominated by the large and small octagonal roofs, is
nearly identical to the Todd House on the north side of the river, which
suggests that they may both have been designed by Miss Anna S. Perry. A
noncontributing shed is also located on the property. George Todd, one of the
members of the Todd family which operated the Old Tom Ice Company on the pond
west of the house, acquired this piece of land, along with a 1/6 interest in
the icehouse property from Gamaliel B. Draper in 1913. In 1915, his wife took
title to the property, which then included buildings, presumably this house.
This house, and the Henry Todd Hoikse, built a year or so before, stand on
opposite sides of the Seven Mile River, facing the pond that was formerly at
the center of the family business. The house remained in the Todd family
until 1942.

The Daniel B. IHunt House (31 Stagecoach Road, ca. 1908, Mgp #41, ML #249) is
a one-and-a-half story, end-gable-roof house and a more modest edition of the
large, suburban houses bult nearby on Old Post Road. A front porch with
turned posts and a square railing and a hip roof shelters the front entry and
the flanking tripartite window. A gable-roof wall dormer on either flank
creates a cross gable effect; the roof has boxed, molded eaves with a frieze,
raked in gables, a single-story, semi-hexagonal bay on the west flank balances
the side entry with a new porch on the east flank.  The two-over-one,
double-hung, wood sash windows are trimmed with architrave molding. The
foundation is rusticated concrete block. There is an early wood frame
contributing garage.

The Horace Eldridge House (575 Old Post Road, ca. 1911, Mgp #13, ML #263) is
a good example of early 20th century suburban architecture in tlie Old Town
neighborhood. A two-story, cross-gambrel roof, stuccoed wood frame house, it
is five bays wide and three bays deep, with boxed eaves with small
modillions. A projecting, gable-roof vestibule on the east flank contains a
front doorway with a wooden fan and sidelights. On the north end there is a
single-story, flat-roof, enclosed porch as well. The two-over-one,
double-hung, wood-sash windows are trimmed with architrave molding. There is
an early, 20th century, frame garage north of the house, considred
contributing. According to long time Old Town resident John P. Gemeinhardt,

(continued)
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Horace Eldridge built this house for his residence. The property was, at the
time, a part of the homestead estate of the late Joseph Eldridge, his father.
The original residence is still standing at 549 OIld Post Road, but Horace's
house has since been separated from the larger tract. In 1911, Horace
Eldridge and Harriet Eldridge Robinson mortgaged the property, which'mortgage
may have financed the construction of the house. The foundations is brick. A
mid-20th century barn and two sheds are noncontributing.

A two-story, flank gable-roof, modern dwelling with a garage in the ground
story and a second story wooden deck in the rear (573 Old Post Road, ca. 1970,
Map #12, noncontributing) occupies a small house lot between the Joseph
Eldridge farm and the Horace Eldridge House and was formerly part of the
Eldridge farm. The large maple trees in front of the house are survivor from
this earlier era.

The Edward Fuller IHouse (506 Old Post Road, ca. 1914, Map #6, MHC #268) is a
handsome example of a small, suburban cottage and an important representative
of the architecture of the streetcar era in Old Town. This one-and-half-story
house's appearance is dominated by a flank-gable roof that extends out over
the front porch and has a large, central dormer with a turret-like roof in the
front slope. The porch, which runs the length of the facade and supported by
shingled posts, shelters a plain center entry and a broad, shallow bow
window. The house is trimmed with a cornice and has an internal, fieldstone
chimney. There is a single-story, shed roof extension on the rear and a frame
garage (contributing) is located south of the house. The Edward Fuller House
is one of a number of early 20th century house built on the land of the former
Seneca Stanley Farm. Eben and Marianna Sylvester, who acquired the Stanley
Farm in 1897, sold this land to Edward and Eleanor Fuller in 1910. In 1914,
Edward Fuller sold it back to Eben Sylvester and immediately repurchased it.
The Fullers owned the house until 1951 when the current owners acquired it.

The Herbert Duxbury Laundry House (597 Old Post Road, ca. 1924, Map #14, ML
#262) is a single-story, hip-roof wood frame house built as a wet wash laundry
house and subsequently converted into a residence. Herbert Duxbury was an
employee of the OIld Town Ice Company early in the 20th century, at which time
he lived on the James Todd Farm on Mount Hope Street. After leaving the ice
business he established this laundry with his wife. Belle. Due to the
extensive alterations to the building when being converted to a residence, it
is considered noncontributing. A shed on the property is also noncontributing.

The Herbert Duxbury House (605 Old Post Road, ca. 1924, Map #15, ML #261) is
an L-shaped, single-story, end-gable roof wood frame house with rubblestone
foundation and is a modest example of an essentially styleless vernacular
building. Herbert Duxbury was employed in the early 20th century as a driver
for the Old Town Ice Company and lived on the James Todd Farm. After leaving
the ice company, he moved to this spot on Old Post Road where he built this

(continued)
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house and the building next door, which was originally a wet wash laundry.
The garage is noncontributing.

The Frank Maxcy House (683 Old Post Road, ca. 1933, Mgp #28, ML #255) is a
one-and-a-half-story frame house and an example of the smaller-scaled Colonial
Revival houses built in the vicinity after the turn of the century. A
five-bay-wide house with a center chimney, a steep flank-gable roof with long
shed dormers and a box cornice with partial returns, it has a central portico
with a gable roof supported by fluted, square, Romen Doric columns. The porch
roof has an elliptically arched ceiling, which frames a wooden fan or sunburst
over the six-panel door and flanking sidelights. There is a single-story
hip-roof-wing on the rear, six-over-one double-hung wood sash windows and a
rusticated concrete block foundation. The garage to the north of the house
has a gable roof with a box cornice, one pair of double-leaf doors and one
overhead door, as well as a shed-roof addition on the north end with
double-leaf doors. The stone trough on the front lawn was formerly located in
front of a stable on EIm Street at the center of town.

The former Oldtown Lace Works (478 Old Post Road, ca. 1937, Mgp #2, ML #272)
is an altered example of a relatively common type of early 20th century
industrial building. A single-story building with a broad, end-gable roof, it
is three bays wide and seven bays deep, with a four-bay-deep concrete block
addition on the rear. The building has paired six-over-six, double hung, wood
sash windows in the flanks, a simple hood over an entry in the south flank,
and open eaves with projecting rafter ends. The foundations are concrete.
The facade was remodeled ca. 1960 with large picture windows on the north. An
aluminum-framed entry in the center and a loading bay with composition stone
and vertical board siding and a corrugated fiberglass hood stretches across
the facade. Aluminum block letters, spelling "Keith & Keith, Inc.," the
present occupants, are attached to the facade. The former Oldtown Laceworks,
now occupied by manufacturers of canvas products, is the only surviving
industrial building in Old Town. Though it is a relatively recent fixture in
Old Town, and differs in product and technology from the early water-powered
jewelry and blacksmith shops of the 19th century, this small factory is
significant as it illustrates the persistence of small-scale rural or suburban
manufacturing in Old Toamn into the 20th century. The Oldtown Lace Works
purchased this property and the adjoining property (494 Old Post Road) in
1937. George W. Pepper and Ernest Warton, the principals in the company,
operated the laceworks for over twenty years. In 1959, the company sold the
property to a realty company and dissolved the firm.

The John P. Gemeinliardt House (610 Old Post Road, ca. 1938, Mgp #16, ML #260)
is a one-and-a-half story, flank-gable-roof house with a rubblestone center
chimney and a single-story, hip-roof wing on either end and is a mid-20th
century representative of the traditional, vernacular cottage. While the
house was built by John P. Gemeinhardt, his father, John L. Gemeinhardt, a
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German immigrant, was responsible for the chicken coop and the other,
similarly-built outbuildings that are distinctive examples of vernacular
construction. The garage is noncontributing, but the chicken coop and a shed
are contributing. In 1872, Thomas D. Sadler sold to Charles Rohrback,
jeweler, a parcel of land on the "old road from Attleborough to Pawtucket near
the Stone Bridge." The house that Rohrback purchased was depicted on the 1858
map of Attleborough as one of two houses owned by Sadler and it may also have
been a house in this location that appears on Capron's 1832 map of the town.
In 1924, John L. Gemeinhardt acquired the property and his son, John P.
Gemeinhardt, subsequently tore down the house because of its deteriorated
condition. The rear ell of the house remains as an outbuilding and, together
with the house site, contributes to the district.

Intrusions in the OIld Town Historic District are, for the most part,
single-family infill housing. There are ten of these houses, some of them
occupying the sites of earlier buildings, but most of them are on open land.
The single greatest intrusion is U.S. Route 1-295, which crosses Old Post Road
on the north end of the district on a single-span, reinforced concrete

bridge. Construction of 1-295 in the early 1970s eliminated two historic
properties on the west side of Old'Post Road, the former Erik Greene estate,
and the William H. Robinson jewelry factory. A single building, a two-story,
flat-roofed, concrete-and-frame office building has taken their place on the
southwestern side of the highway overpass and is outside the district.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wi le no prehistoric sites are currently recorded inthe district, itis
likely that sites are present. Three sites have been recorded in the general
area (Wwthin one mle). The physical characteristics of the district, well

drained soils and gently rolling terraces with sone hills inclose proximty
to the Seven Mle Rver and its tributary streans indicate favorable
|ocational criteria for native subsistence and settlenent activities. The Rd
Fock Hill formation, part of the Vénsutta Formation and within the district,
al so contains red felsite comonly referredto as Attleboro Rd, anaterial
favored for tool nanufacture by native peoples. The Seven Mle Rver has al so
been recogni zed as a locus for settlement during the prehistoric period.

G ven the above information, the size of the district (100 acres), adits
open space, it is probable that sites are present.

There is also a high potential for si Pnifi cant historical archaeological
remains wthin the district. Controlled testing and excavation nay determne
|1 survivalsrenains of 17th and 18th century hones that ray have been inthe
Qd Post Road area. Smeexarrr)les of these periods exist an the district,
though the domnant residential, cfvic, and religious structures date to the
md I9th through 20th centuries. Archaeol ogical testing ray |ocate structured
survivals of the 1710 and 1728 neetinghouses and first school (ca. 1804),
| ocated on the two-acre (nont-Mxcy Fouse [ot. Simlar tes.tmgE al so
|ocate survivalsof the Newell MII “site, Newell's Tavern, and Newel|
Blacksmth shop, all located on the Od Post Road. Industrial survivals,
including dans, tail races, spillways, and ice houses, are |ocated south of the
Qd Post Road/ Munt Hope Street intersection. GCcupational related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) are also likely around surviving 17th and 18th
century structuresincludingthe Gapt. John Searns Huse (ca. 1680), Tom
Powder house (1768?_, and the Newell Industrial site. Sheet refuse ny be
resent at the Mlitia Training Field (1715) near the intersection of Qd Post
and Munt Hope Street.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
| I nationally | | statewide XH locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A Q B [X]C =«

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [X]A Q B Q C =« o QE QF | |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture G dIRMcMT G 164
Agriculture 1828
| ndust r'y . Cultural Affiliation 1892
@nmoni ty A anning and Devel opnent N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Walker. Ezra

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The OdTom Hstoric District isawell-preserved rural crossroads settlenent
o the Od Post Road that possesses historical significance under Qriterion A
as the earliest tom center in theoriginal tom of Atleborough (1694-1887),
as well as significance under Oriterion Cfor itsvaluable exanples of
donestic, religious and public architecture and associated | andscape. _
Established around the tine of ol d Att!ebor_oug_h‘s incorporation. OdTom is N
the site of several religious andpublic buildings inportant inthe early
history of Attleborough, including: the First Gongregational Church %M? #26)
built 1n 1828 the third hone tothe congregati on established in 1710; t he
Tom R)wjerhouseél\dp#BQ) built in 1768, and the forner District #6

School house (Ndp #25) which replaced a ca. 1832 school house in ca. 1840. The
historic district al'so includes alarge concentration of historic houses and
bwldw&c& dating fromthe initial settlenent period utothe late 19th and
early 20th centuries, wen the electric street railway pronpted a snall burst
of suburban building. The Qd Tom Hstoric District al so neets Exception A
of the National Register of Hstoric P aces.

The integrity of the district i s enhanced by theintact patterns of land use
whi ch characterized Qd Tom during its period of significance. _

rel ationship between buildings, inproved |ands, transportation corridors and
natural features istoalarge degree based on the settlenent patterns of the
eighteenth century. The suburban devel opnent of thelate 19%th and early 20th
centuries created alight overlay of subdivision that blended into rather than
disrupted these |arger patterns. Arelatively large anout of farnhand and
field divided %_fences and stone wal |'s preserve arural character in nach of

|

the district, ch i s augnent ed the sinply | andscaped suburban housel ot s
of the late 19th and early 20th cg]/turies.npy P

Er settienent intheQd Tom area haditsorigins in the Rehoboth North
Rurchase of 1661. This land transaction consunated by VEnsutta or A exander
of the Vehpenoeg tribe and Captain Thonas W lett of Hynouth Gl ony

enconpassed a large region bounded by the B ackstone Rver onthe west, the

rXISee continuation sheet
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By Line on the north, the subsequent Taunton North Rurchase on the east and
the existing town of Rehoboth on the south. The first recorded |and division
the seventy-odd purchasers was nade i n 1658, but actual settlement
followed the Aynouth Court's confirmation of the purchase in 1666. * The
Seven Mle Rver valley attracted the inmediate attention of the colonists; in
the sane year, the Fynouth lony awarded Captain Wilett approxinately 500
acres on the river at "Hgh Squisset" inrecognition of his servicestothe
purchasers. A befitted such a promnent figure inHynouth affairs, Wllett

obtained a val uable tract, rich innatural neadows and fertile river plain,
and strategically located on the By Path or Road, a najor regional route
between Massachusetts By and Narragansett Bay. Land records indicate that
Wllett's Farmstretched for over amle ina broad swath 200 rods w de al ong
the Seven Mle Rver, eastward and southward fromthe point where the By Path
(and today's Od Post Road) crossed the river. NMich of this prized farnand
Is now subnerged under the Luther Reservoir. W /lett never settled on the

| and, which was but a part of his extensive holdings i nthe Narragansett and
Hynouth regions, but the one-roomecabin which now survives as part of the
Searns House ell (Mp #29) indicates that a tenant occupied the farmhby the
late 17th century.

In 1694, the North Purchase was incorporatedas the town of Attleborough at
the request of the nore than thirty famlies residing there. This earl
settlement vas characterizedhby individual farnsteads |ike the Wllett Farm
laid out along the river valleys and the transportation corridors. Vdodcock's
garrison house at the northern end of the By S route through town vas
one inportant focus of this diffuse settlement; Daggett's grist mll at what
is now Attleborough Falls was another. Inthe Qd Tom vicinity, Daniel
Shepperson's house on the By Road near Rd Rock Hill ves the site for the
early town neetings. Shepperson al so donated land for a town pound. The
preci se location of the Shepperson house has not been found, though md-18th
century records refer to a pound i nclose proximty to the neetinghouse.
Christopher Hall ves another early settler here whose house has di sappear ed,
but only recently. Denolished in 198 and replaced by a nodern structure (Mp
#19), the Hll e vas a center-chimmey plank-walled building.

The establishment of Attleborough's first neetinghouse confirned the
inportance of the Qd Town locale. A early as 1685 a 100-acre parcel on the
Sven Mle Rver southeast of Wllett's Farmwas designated as the Mnisterial
Lot, inanticipation of the arrival of a settled mnister. The town laid out
a farnstead and constructed a house (which now survives as an archaeol ogi cal
site outside of the district) on part of the Lot in 1704-1706 and, i n 1710,
voted to build a neetinghouse on a nearby lot on the east side of the

Foad. The latter ot was four acres of Tand donated hy Lt. Mses Read for
public uses, including mlitia training. The path to Attleborough Falls which
ran across the southern end of the lot developed into the present Munt
Street. Wth the parsonage conpl eted and the neetinghouse underway, the town

(conti nued)
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vas finally able to attract a mnister in 1711 Wtil 1743 wen a second
parish vas created on the eastern side of town, this was the only church in
Atleborough.3 As early as 1728, the congregation decided to replace the
first neetinghouse. The second was erected "on the north side of the Round
.. . about or 16 rods fromthe ol d neetinghouse," apparent|y on the west
side of the By Red'* This structurerenained in service until” it vas

repl aced by the present neetinghouse in 1827.

The establishnent of the church stinulated new activity on Wllett's Farm

Te first mnister, Mtthew Short, purchased the tract ca. 1710 and at the e
of histenure wth.the.con?regatlon in 1715 he sold itintw parcels. The
western portion adjoining the By Road went to Jacob Newell, fornerly of
Foxbury; the eastern portion, which i soutside the district was acquired by
CGptai n Sanoel T{I er. Both purchasers established honesteads on their |ands;
the Newel |- Fond on Linden Roed just outside the district incorporates
wiat ray be Newell's first house. The Newell famly vas to hold a promnent
position in Qd Tom over the next tw centuries.”

In 1747, Captain John Stearns of Ddnempurchased the forner Christopher Hill
| and; during hi's residency in Qd "Tom he ves to have a central role in tom
affairs. In 1764 Searns purchased a one-acre |ot at the southeast corner of
the intersection of the By Road (or Post RFoad, as it becane known) and Murt
Hype Sreet and here erected a Iarge two-and-a-hal f-story house that was
handsonel y finished inside (Mp #29). Ether Searns of Thonas Daggett, the
I nnhol der” vwo purchased the house in 1781, installed a bar on the first

floor. Mniers of the far-flung congregation and travelers on the Post Road
nust have wel coned the acconodafions of a tavern here; by the late 18th
century, the Newell famly had establisheda second tavern on the east side of
the Post Road just south of Searns'. This elongated two-story building
continued in service as Nevell's Tavern well into the 19th century and was
f!pal I(Xapdegg)lzsshed inthe md-20th century. A nedern house rmow occupies its
site :

Searns ad Jacob Newell were instrunental inthe creationof another public
facility in the nei ghborhood, the tom powderhouse (Mp #39). As amlitia
captain, Searns vas a nenteer of the conmittee assigned to oversee _
construction of a nagazine for the tow's gunponder. Nevell provided the site
for the nagazine on an outcropping of felsite on the north side of the Munt
Hpe Street. Athough Attleborough residents never had to resort tothe
nagazine intheir om defense, they supported the Revol utionary cause, sendin
Cptain Searns as their representativeto the Genera Qourt, the Provisiona
Qngress and the Sate Constitutional Gonvention. 6

In the decades fol lowng the Revolution, @d Tom retained its character as a
conmuni ty center. The tirst District # School house ves erected here on or
near the first neetinghouse site ca. 1804. It was a two-story building; the

(conti nued)



United States Department ot the interior
National RarK Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Old Town Historic District,
Section numoer Rape 3 North Attleborough, Massachusetts

Attleborough Society for the Encouragement of Agriculture, Art and Social
Intercourse funded the construction of the assembly hall on the second floor.
This building which became known as the Agricultural Hall, stood until the
late 19th century. Its role as a schoolhouse was assumed by a new structure
ca. 1832. This schoolhouse (Map #25), located just north of the first,
remained in use until 1938. Old Town was also home to the First Universalist
Society of Attleborough during this period. Founded in the assembly room in
Newell's Tavern in 1816, the Society erected a church just south of the First
Congregational Church and opposite Newell's Tavern two years later. In 1841,
the main body of Universalists relocated to North Attleborough and the church
was soon after sold to the Methodists and moved to North Attleborough as well,
where it was subsequently destroyed by fire prior to 1894. No visible
evidence of the building remains at the Old Town site.

Beginning in the Federal period Attleborough's character was increasingly
influenced by the growth of manufacturing. While industrialization had its
greatest effect on Attleborough's other villages. Old Town had its share of
industrial activities. Obed Robinson, one of the founders of Attleborough's
great jewelry industry, purchased a quarter-acre lot on Post Road in 1788 and
built the house that still occupies the site (Map #4). The small size of the
lot suggests that Robinson was pursuing his trade as silversmith here rather
than farming. He did not stay long, selling the house in 1792 and moving to
nearby Robinsonville where he established one of the town's first jewelry
firms ca. 1807.8

The Newell family initiated a more permanent manufacturing operation on their
mill privilege on the Seven Mile River where it was crossed by the Post Road
(Map #35). By 1815 Jabez Newell Il was operating a water-powered blacksmith
shop here. This may have been the first use of water power at this site, but
it was far from the last. By 1827 a two-story machine shop had replaced the
blacksmith shop; most likely the new shop was supplying the region's widely
proliferating textile industry. Two years later Royal Sibley purchased the
property and established a cotton mill, but button-making supplanted textile
manufacturing ca. 1833. A succession of buttonmakers worked here including
Elisha G. May, who subsequently lived in the Stearns House, Thomas Sadler and
William H. Robinson. Robinson went on to become a leading manufacturer of
buttons and other jewelry in a second shop just south of his house at the
corner of OIld Post Road and Draper Road. Charles Rohrback, whose house stood
next to the Gemeinhardt House (Map #16), was a jeweler who worked in the
Robinson shop. (The Robinson shop was destroyed by the construction of Route
1-295 and the Robinson House is located outside this district.) It was in
this first shop that jewelers reportedly first adapted water power to jewelry
manufacturing and established one of Attleborough's first electroplating
operations. After the Civil War, the property was converted to a dyehouse and
bleachery. About 1881, fire destroyed the buildings, except for the adjacent
mill operator's house, which still survives (Map #31). The final occupant of

(continued)
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the property was the Old Town Ice Company, operated by the Todd family, which
used the former mill pond for its ice rather than its water power.

The Eldridge brickyard, located behind the Woodcock-Eldridge House (Map #10)
on the east bank of the Seven Mile River, was another of Old Town's mid-19th
century industries. Joseph Eldridge, who purchased the property from Jonathan
Woodcock in 1860, operated this brick yard, using the claybank located along
the Seven Mile River southwest of the house. Eldridge and his sons produced
thousands of bricks here between the 1860s and the 1890s, before depleting the
clay deposits. The Lonsdale Company's Ashton mill village in Cumberland,
Rhode Island, (ca. 1867) was constructed-of Eldridge bricks.10

Industrial development did not transform Old Town either physically or
socially, unlike the villages of North Attleborough, Attleborough Falls and
Attleborough. The Old Town industries were small in scale and they didn't
disrupt the older patterns of agricultural land use. They do not seem to have
brought in large numbers of resident workers; only a handful of
one-and-a-half-story Greek Revival cottages were added to the local housing
stock during this period. By the late 19th century Old Town was already being
recognized as a place that had been largely untouched by the dramatic forces
of industrialization and urbanization.

North Attleborough village on the other hand had developed into one of the
leading jewelry manufacturing centers in the country in the middle decades of
the 19th century, and, by the late 19th century, the neighboring village of
Attleborough was surpassing its growth in that field. Both villages, and, to
a lesser extent the manufacturing community at Attleborough Falls, assumed a
more urban character with considerable commercial, institutional, and
residential growth fueled by the industrial expansion. South of OIld Town,
Pawtucket, Rhode Island, formed an even greater urban center. With an
economic base in textile and machinery munufactures, Pawtucket and the
adjoining industrial community of Central Falls constituted a major commercial
center and labor market for the neighboring Rhode Island and Massachusetts
towns, including Attleborough.

The electric streetcar, introduced at the end of the century, extended the
influence of these urban centers beyond their walking neighborhoods and along
the transit corridors between Pawtucket, North Attleborough and Attleborough.
Far more than the earlier railroad lines, the streetcars encouraged linear
residential construction along their routes. There were two principal routes
in Attleborough, one that ran from North Attleborough to Attleborough along
Elm and North Streets and the other from North Attleborough to Pawtucket
following the Old Post Road. A small construction boom, resulting from the
development of these street car lines, produced the James Adams House (Map
#33).

(continued)
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The constructionof the Interstate Electric Street Railway from North
Attleborough to Pawtucket in 182 was a najor watershed in the history of Qd
Town, or t Attleborough as itwvwas known inthe late 19th century. This
rail line, which ran down Qd Post Road through Qd Town, effectively nade the
area ﬁari of the suburban periphery of the najor industrial city of Pawt ucket
and the increasinglyurban manufacfuring center of North Attleborough. Mre
than ten rew houses were built inthe first tw decades after thestreetcars
went into service and nany nore were proposed by devel opers. M

The nost inmediate response to the new car |ine vas nade by Edward Kent and
his brother-in-lawM Carleton Lathrop, wo subdivided the former Searns and
Nevel | Tand south of Nbunt Street between Od Post Road and Linden Asenue
in 1892. had the plan of a "Subdivision of Kentston Park" drawn up,
whi ch divided the bulk of the land formerly contained inthe Hisha G
estate (east of Od Post Road, south of Munt | Street, west of Linden
Avenue, and on both sides of StaPecoach Road) into seventy-eight house |ots.
The present Sagecoach Road was [aid out at this tine under the nane of
@l untus Avenue.  In 1908, Daniel B Hunt purchased twenty |ots and sonetine
thereafter built his house on lots 4 and 5 as well as an identical dwelling
on lots 12, 13 and 16. Wth the exception of the Perry House at 15 Munt
Street, the Hunt houses were the only residences to be built in Kentston Park
until after World Ver 11. Hunt sold this house to Rith and Frederick Elli ot
in 1934, and it renained inthe Elliot famly until 1963, Kentston Park never
ELo%ressed far beyond the E{)ggnl ng stage, except for tw houses built by the
nt famly on S agecoach (originally laid out as @l untus Road) and the
Edvard Perry Hbouse at the corner of Munt Street and Linden Avenue. "2
Except for the Daniel Henry Hint House (Mp #41), the houses have |ost their
integrity and |ieoutside the district.

Additional subdivisionoccurred at the northern end of the district on
EOFUOUS of the forner Seneca Stanley Farm (Mp #8), where four houses vere
uilt inthe early 20th century, the WlliamH Young House being the
northernnmost house (Mp # 1,3 5,6). The You\rxg. Hbuse has si nce been

subdi vi ded from the original three-acre | ot, wich isstill open |and, bounded
on the north by 1-295. "At the southern end of the district, neners of the
Todd famly erected a row of inposing suburban villas oggomte their Qd Tom
lce Conpary operation at the sane tine (Mp # 33, 34, 3/).

This suburban growth added to Qd Tom' s popul ation a significant nunber of
residents wo worked el sewhere, mainly in Nrth Atleborough center but al so
in Pawtucket. For the nost part these conmuters hel d nanageria positions
such as m || superintendent (John Geneinhardt, Mp #16), banker (Frank Mxcy,
Mp #27, 28) and naster carPenter (Eoward Fuller, Mp #6). Despite this
growth. Od Tom ves still largely agricultural innature, with the bulk of
the [and indairy farmng. Local farners such as Horace Hdridge (Mp #13)
and Robert MGartney (Mp #11) found ready narkets for their produce i nthe

(conti nued)
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nearby cities. Inasimlar fashion the Qd Tomwm Ice Gonpany prosper ed,
providing ice to local and urban markets, until the electric refrigerator
achi eved popul ar acceptance in the 1930s.

£s Od Tom entered the mddl e decades of the 20th century, newresidential
bui I ding dw ndl ed, although a newindustrial operation appeared. The Od Tomw
Lace Varks, forned by Ernest \Warton and Gaorge Pepper, established their
nodest factory on O d Post Road in 1937 (Mp #2). is small textile

QFeratl on, closer inscale toits predecessors of the earl?; 19th century than
i1s contenporaries, renained in business until 1959, when the conpany
dissolved Inthe face of technol ogical change in the industry.

The autonobile brought anendto the Interstatestreetcar line ca. 1926, wen
the tracks were taken up. Busesreplaced the streetcars for atime, but their
service vas mninal .13  Though the P.rl vat e aut onobi | e becane the dom nant
formof transportation, it hadrelatively [ittle inpact on the physical
appearance of Od Town, as autonobile traffic and rel ated commercial

devel opnent bypassed Qd Post Road in favor of Véshington Street (Route 1) to
the west. The construction of Route 1-295 ended this period of benign negl ect
in the 1970s and introduced the sitigle greatest intrusioninto the district.
Except for 1-295 the past fifty years have seen only small-scale changein
Ad Town, consisting rmstlﬁl of newsingle famly houses | ocated between the
historic properties. Inthis way, newbuildinghascreated a newlayer onthe
| andscape without disturbingthe ol der patterns that underlieit.

(cont i nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Significance

S nce patterns of prehistoric occupation in North Attleborough are poorly
understood, any survivingsites would be significant. Stesinthis area

offer the potential for a better understanding of settlement and subsistence

in the interior Narragansett Bay drainage. e | ocation of Vensutta Fornation
fel sites inthe Red Fock H Il |ocale of the district also indicates sites nay
be present that could aid inthe study of prehistoric [ithic tool technologies.

H storic archaeol ogi cal remains described above have the potential for

Prow ding detailedinformationon the social, cultural, and economc patterns
hat characterized the earliest town center inthe original toas of
Attleborou%h. These renmai ns can al so help us better understand the districts
devel opnent as a rural crossroads settlenment onthe Qd Post Road. [Industrial
renains inthe district nay help us understand the inportance of

bl acksmthing, manufacture andthe ice trade in the district's devel opnent.
Archaeol ogical remains in Qd Tow can be inportant because they include nost
aspects of the district's devel opnent, includingresidential, industrial,
religious, educational, transportation and agricultural elenents.

(end)
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\erbal Boundary Description

Begi nni n? at the southeasterly corner of Lot 4 (all referencesare nade to
North Atleborough Plat 25 on Mut Hye Street, the historic district
boundary proceeds ina generally northerlyline follow ngthe eastern boundary
lines of Lot 4 tothe intersection wth therear or easterly lot [ine of Lot
12; thence the district boundary runs ina enerally_northerlyvg/ along the
rear | ot [ines of Lots 12 and 7 to the northern | ot'line of Lot 7. thencethe
district boundary runs westerl| aJon(t:] the northern boundaries of Lots 7, 160
ad 8 to the eastern curb of @d Post Road;, thence sout he(r)ella/along said road
tw hundred ad fort}/ feet; thence westerly across said r I nastraight

line tothe northeasterly corner of Lot 51; thence westerly a ong the northern
lot line of Lot 50 to the northwesterly corner of said |ot; thence southerly
ann% vestern | ot lines of Lots 50, 48 and 62; thence easterly al ongthe
southern | ot line of Lot 62 toits intersection wth | ot 153;" thence sout herly
along therear lot lines of Lots 153, 154 and 155 to the northern | ot |ine of
Lot 43; thence westerly along the northern I ot line of Lot 43; thencewesterly
along the northern | ot line of Lot 43 and southerly a ong the western | ot |ine
of Lot 43 to Lot 79; thence southerly along the westerly | ot lines of Lots 79,
42, 44 and 65 to the northern curb of Allen Arenue; thence easterly alongthe
line of Alen Arenue tothe easterly curb of Od Post Road; thence sout herly
aong Od Post Road toits intersection wth the southern | ot line of Lot 34
thence easterly ad nort.herlyalon% thel ot lines of Lot 34 to its northeast
corner; thence inastraight line to the southeastern corner of Lot 33; thence
northerly along the easterly ot lines of Lots 33, 32, 3l and 60; thence
across Sagecoach Road inastraight line tothe sout heast corner of Lot 156;
thence northerly along the easterly I ot line of Lots 156 and 18; thence north
in astraight line tothe northerl’y curb of Mut Hye Street and thence

%ast erly along said curb to the southeasterly corner of Lot 4, the point of
egi nni ng.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Qd Tom Hstoric District are drawn toinclude the
greatest concentration of historic propertiesinthis historic |inear .
settlenent. The boundaries generallyfollowthe | ot lines of these properties
so as to include contributing |andscape features, primarily fields, that
preserve the historic patterns of land use. The 1-295 hi grnm%rlght-of;v\ay
provides the northern boundary; on the east and south sides the boundaries are
dram to exclude nare recent residential devel opnent and on the west, to

excl ude the open space on the vest side of the Seven Mle Rver that does not
directly contribute to the significance of the district.

(end)
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Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
80 Boylston Street
Boston, MA 02116

GBJECTI ON TO | NCLUSI ON
CGF PRCPERTY | NNATI ONAL
REQ STER

The undersigned owners of Lots 100 and 160 on Assessor's Plat 25
of the Assessor's Plats of the Towmn of North Attleborough,
Massachusetts hereby object t otheinclusion of their propertyi n
the National Register i naccordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act and 36 (GFR part 60. The reason for this
objection, anong others i sthat there areno historic buildings
on their property andtheir property i snot necessary tothe Od
Town Historic District which i snowunder consideration.

Renee E Cohen

State of Rhode |sland
County of Newport
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In Newport i nsaid County this /A7 day of Decenber, 1990
before ne personally appeared Earle F. Cohen and Renee E Cohen
to ne known and known by ne to be the persons executing the
foregoing objection and they acknow edged the same to be their
free act and deed.

Notary Public
M/ Comm ssion Expires: June 30, 1991
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

March 4, 1991

Carol Shun

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Mease find enclosed thefollow ng nomnation:

Qd Tomw Historic District, OQdPost Road, Munt Hype Street and S agecoach
Foad, North Attleborough (Bristol Gounty), Massachusetts 02760.

There has been no owner objection for propertieswthin thedistrict.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and has been
si gned the Sate Hstoric Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meetln% and
were afforded the opportunity t o conment. S received todate have been
attached tothe nomnation.

Sincerely,
Bet sy Friedber _ gJ
National Register Director

Massachusetts Hi storical Gonmissi on

Encl osure;

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



