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ADDRESS 31-39 S t u a r t StcOR. 

NAME Jacob Wirth Bldgs. 

MAP No. 

present 

DATE 1844-45 

original 

_ST]B AREA Theatre D i s t r i c 

Deeds 

source 

ARCHITECT 
source 

USEWRIGHTS: Greenleaf C . Sanborn, Thatcher Ross , 
WSZSSS. . & Thomas C. Wait ~r-p 

. "" source vjjyw :X- ' r \ r 2 ^ < / ' ^ c 

OWiERGreenleaf C . Sanborn /ije€ran^g--3-bit--Realr1: 
, original [ present 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

TYPE fresidentiaQ single CdoubleP row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. Hfp^dSfOO 
(non-res identia1) 

NO. OF STORIES (1st to comice) plus h ( a t t i c ) 

dormers 2 on each b u i l d i n g ROOF p i t c h - r i d g e p a r a l l e l cupo la 
I to s t r e e t ; s l a t e 1 

MATERlALa (..fcramej clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (bticky stone ^concrete iron/steel/alum. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION P a i r of at tached b r i c k Greek R e v i v a l rowhouses with bow-
fronted window bays; one s t o r y l a t e 19th century s t o r e f r o n t add i t ion 

i-î -aci p a i r ; nn(»-c;^.Qry hririk rf»ar e l l s ; 3 bays above s tore f r o n t ; ,un,i 
3. windows i n bay, a l l have 2/2 sash w i t h f l a t l i n t e l s . 

EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor feoderate^ drastic 

CONDITION ^oog ) fair poor L̂OT AREA 4335 sq. feet 

Ji 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 
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Moved; date if known_ 7^. 
Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboiriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community/ 
development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) *• 

The restaunant buildings: are a long-^term establishment serving 
authentic German food whose exterior facade and in ter ior f i t t i n g s 

• have changed l i t t l e since i t s late 19th century establishment. 
The structures are scarce survivors of a century of urban change, 
soon to be the only remaining examples of the ir type - the bow-
fronted Greek Revival row house - i n an eurea i n which they once 
abounded. They represent a re la t ive ly rare re s ident ia l type in 
the central c i ty as a whole which serves as an important s t y l i s t i c 
l ink between the e a r l i e s t Beacon H i l l bowfronts of the Federal 
period and the I ta l ianate s ty le bowfronts that predominated the 
new South End in the 1850's and 'SO's. B u i l t by developer ) { 
housewrights quite active i n the South Cove area, they were soon' 
sold to "gentlemen" for rental purposes. Jacob Wirth bought #37-39 

fi.' in 1878 as his dwelling above and restaurant below; subsequently 
he leased #31-33 in 1889 and constructed the storefront that now 
unites them. The heirs of Jake Wirth, or ig ina l ly a baker, operated 
the restaurant u n t i l 1965. 

Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 

Designated exterior and in ter ior as Landmark by Boston Landmarks 
Commission in restaurant use — continuing i t s h i s t o r i c function; 
immediately accessible for public use and enjoyment. 

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) ~ , • 

Study Report, Boston Landmarks Commission, 10/27/77. Whitehi l l 
W.M. A Seidel for Jĉ ke Wirth (published pr ivate ly 1963) 

Bostonian Socg.ety, 
The Neighborhood of the Tavern Club. -



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheets. Section 9 DTM NOT mm 
10. Geographical Data AIEABE NOT VERTID 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Bos ton Sou th 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary of the Theatre Area starts at a 
oint on Washington St . , 520' south of the intersection of Kneeland & Washington, From this point i t 
uns due west along an arbitrary straight l ine to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart 
t reet . From thence i t follows Charles St. South one block north to the intersection of Stuart S t . , 

List a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director  

organization M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t n r i r a l Commiss inn 

by Pamela Fox Boston Lan Landmarks Commission 

date 

street«. number 294 Washington street telephone ( ^ 1 7 ) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston, state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significjince of this propertywithin the state is: 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has tieen evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set tortiybn the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

forth/bv the Heritage Conservation and F 

title 

^ ^ H C R S use only 
hereby certify-ttjat this property is inclw<}e,d'in the National Register 

:aL\fiir.:. 
4ceeper ot ̂ e National pegister 

Attest: 

date 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 
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