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UM REFERENCE 19 327/020 469V 770
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AEA FPMND
Town Sonerviiie
Address 125 Highland Avenue

Historic Nare First Universalist Chur(

U Present
‘ Original
DESCRIPTION

Date 1916-1923
Source Tucci,
Style

Architect

religious

religious

Built in Boston, p,171
Italian Romaneqgue
Ralph Adams Cram

Exterior Hall Fabric brick, stucco, ten

cotta
Outbuildings none
Mga Alterations (with dates) none
Condition good
Mol no Date n/a
Aceage less than one acre

Setting North side of Highland, heavil;
traveled route, with resideihtial ajid
commercial surrounds, office space
late 19th 0. housing and new construe
Recarded by Gretchen G. Schuler
Organization Mass. Historical Commissc

Date September, 1988



NS WL REG STER GRHER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The First Universalist Church retains integrity of location,

design,

materials, workmanship, and association with the early 20th century

religious community of Somerviiie. | ti stheonly local example of
work by well known architect Ralph Adans Cram The First Universalist
Church fulfills Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Places on thelocal level.

ARHTECTURY. SAGNH CGINE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interns of

other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The First Universalist Church, built from 1916 to 1923, i s an example
of a Romanesque design with the Gothic cruciformplan and an attached

side tower. Al though it i s described by Douglas Tucci (Built n
Boston) as "uniformy bland" the use of brick, stucco and terra cotta
adds variety to the unadorned architectural detail. The Romanesque
wi ndows, the stringcourses of the tower, and the buttresses al |l with
brick and terra cotta trim aretheonly elements of decoration. There
is one rondele of stained glass on the west facade that adds variety

and interest tothe design.

HSTGRCAL SGNHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history ad howthe

building relatesto the devel opnent of the conmunity.

Built on Central Hill theFirst Universalist Church was thelast major
church built i nthis area. Hi ghl and Avenue, originally part of an ol d
route known as "Barberry Land" or "M ddle Way" extended only t o Central
Street until 1870 when it was continued to Davis Square. | twas t he
site of civic buildings, several churches of large congregations, an,d

of large single famly homes.

The First Universalist Church was thelast |arge church to be built

in

the area and i s situated diagonally across Highland Avenue from the

Hartwell and Richardson designed First Unitarian Church. Wel l

known

architect Ralph Adanms Cram who i s known as one of the foremost
designers of Gothic architecture i n America, designed the First

Universalist Church a deviation from hi susual style forreligious

institutional buildings.

B B G3HY and/ or REFERENES
Tucci, Douglas, Built i nBoston, p.171

and
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