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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Amasa Day House is a fine exanple of a late edcr-) style house of
tyvical form with twin chimncys and 9-windows “zcade., The centered
front entry has a vortico wit’ trianrular nediment, renlete with mutules
and return cornice. There is a frieze here znd columns and pilasters
flanking the doorway which matech those al the corners of the house.
There is a leaded fanlight of semi-oval form with a keystone ahove the
six-panel door. In the gable ends at attic level is a similar semi-oval
liesht in the same nattern, Both beneatl: the eaves line and above the
frieze at the sable ends are mutules witho 't guttae./f They are siwply
plain blocks. Jon the sonth side is an entry with quite elaborate detail,
with 2 paneled door, flat nediment, frieze, fanlicht, and pilasters.l

The rear extensions of the rouse were added in 127 b7 Zmasa Day. UYe
enlarsed the oricinal kitchen, added z modern one, and -milt the corserva-
tory. All was a'ded, however, not in the scroll and bracket style of the
day, but in keepinm with the style of the oririnal house of 1816 with
mutules at the eaves and prover 12/12 window sash. The larse chimney
mntches those of the h use prover, since it is a survival from the 1816
period, a rearant of the old ell which had its roof raised. The small
conservatory on the soith side is also of tle 1878 »eriod. The foundation
of the main nart of the house is rranite blocks; here it it brick.

"he Amasa Day Yowse is an impres-ive structure, set on a knoll on the
sreen of the villa~ez of ocodus. On the proverty is a carria~e house
dated 1878 and lookineg very much as it must nave orisinally, with flush
boardin- as sheathins and a cupola at the center of the roof. ’/,/
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The Anasa Day Fouse is one of the earliest structures remainine in the
village of I'oodus, hence, by are alone, is one of the most important.

Rut it also derives importenc: from its line architecture, rendering

it one of tihe most beautiful hovses in the area. Finally, the Day House,
as well as others near it, is toc vecome vart of a redeveloped area, in

the pl-nning stage for ycars, now becoming a reality. To the south and
east of the house are many other structures, some still private residences,
most renov-eted offices. The majority of these are either freel Revival,
one or two of which are extremely handsome, or Victorian, built between
1860 and 1680, the carriace Poses of which may be even more ornate than
the residences themseves. To the north of th's erouning, alons Route 149
on the sonth bank of the loodus River, a redevelopment project is being
carried out. The buildings have been vecated and are presently (February,
1972) beine demolished. According to the Tast addar Redevelovment ’gency,
the site is to be landscaped and will be a park and open space arca,

The Amasa Day House sits just to the south of this area, across a state
highway, on the villace green. Ttis prounds are surrounded by a nicket
fence on the [ront and a stone wall to the norti side. To the resr of

the house lie gardens, shrubs, and trees. The property is shielded by
foliage and some acreasge and forms a auiet snot at a busy highway inter—
section (State Routes 149 and 151).

The history of the house is sparce. Tt was built in 1816 by Julius
Chapmany whose wife 1s seid to heve "laid-on" the stenciled floor -and
stairs that are still apparnet today. 'n 18L3 Amasa Day of Colchester
attended an auction of the house. He made a cuick offer and became the
ovner, e and his second wife, Sarah Selden 3nencer, daughter of a
prosperous norchant of ladlyme, brought to the house many family heirlooms
fron the Smencer home at badlyme %erry, Day was a successful businessman™
in insurance from 1351 to 1592, a partner in the .ioodus ‘achine Company,
vice~president of the Lioodus Savings Bank and a member of the First
Congregational Church. 1t was Amasa Day who remodeled tne rear ell and
raised its roof i»n 1878. He died in 1796.

Yatherine laria Day was the only surviving child of Amasa and Sarah Day.
She married Fusene «, Chaffee in 1868 and had two children, imasa Day
Chaffee, (1370-1925), and Katherine Day Chaffee, (1888-1961), who married
Allan ¥. Roberts. The property and an endowment were siven to the inti-
quarian and Tandmarks Society by tle Roberts in 1967, upon the death of

‘r. Roberts
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