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1. Name of Property 

Historic name Scribner Town Hall 

Other names/site number NeHBS#: DD10-069 

2. Location 

Street & number West terminus of Howard Street at S"' Street 

City or town Scribner 

State Nebrasl<a Code NE County Dodge Code 053 

Not for publication [ ]  

Vicinity []  

Zipcode 68057 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination • request 
for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets 
the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [x] meets Q does not meet the National 
Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant Q nationally Q statewide [X] locally. (Q See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.) 

Director, Nebrasl<a State Historical Society 
state or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property [x] meets Q does not meet the National Register criteria. (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. Natioi<al Parit Service Certification 

I, herehĵ  certify that this property is: 
'entered in the National Register. 

[ ] see continuation sheet. 
[ ] determined eligible for the National Register. 

[ ] see continuation sheet. 
[ ] determined not eligible for the National Register. 
[ ] removed from the National Register. 
[ ] other, (explain): 

1(? /2> 

^latore of ignaiCfre of Keeper Date of Action 



Scribner Town Hall Dodge County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

Private 
X Public-local 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

X Buildlng(s) 
District 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 0 Buildings 

Public-state Site 0 0 Sites 
Public-federal Structure 0 0 Structures 

Object 0 0 Objects 
1 0 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

NA 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

GOVERNMENT: City Hall 
GOVERNENT: Fire Station 

SOCIAL: Meeting Hall 

INDUSTRY: Energy Facility / Waterworks 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

VACANT/NOT IN USE 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from Instructions.) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Romanesque Revival 

IVIaterials 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Foundation Brick 
Walls Brick 

Roof Asphalt 

Other Wood (Bell Tower) 

Tin (Cornice, Bell Tower) 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Summary Paragraph 

Scribner Town Hall is located in Scribner, Nebraska, a small Dodge County community (2000 pop.971) located on the 
western side of the Elkhorn River. Dodge County Is a productive agricultural area with flat to rolling plains dissected by the 
rich valleys of the Platte and Elkhorn Rivers. Scribner was platted following the cardinal directions between the river and 
the Freemont, Elkhorn and Missouri Valley Railroad (FEMVRR), which run parallel In a northwest/southeast direction. 
Light industrial, agricultural and warehouse buildings line the west side of the tracks, an area historically accessed via 
Horton Street. The old Scribner Town Hall Is a two-story rectangular, brick building built by local contractors and builders 
In 1906-07 to house the "water and light station and the village hall," according to hand-written minutes from a November 
30,1906 meeting of the Village Board. Located at the terminus of Howard Street on an Irregular block, Scribner Town Hall 
was placed at a central location near the downtown business area and adjoining what was a major railroad property. 

Narrative Description 

Scribner Town Hall is a two story, brick building with a low hipped-roof covered with asphalt shingles. The east-facing 
fagade reveals several Romanesque Revival details Include brick corbelling and round-arch second level windows, the 
former of which is considered a character-defining feature of the style. The arches of the window openings are 
embellished with three rowlock courses of brick capped with a projecting header course that creates a modest hood. A 
pressed tin cornice with brackets adorns the peaked pediment of the fagade, further linking the building to the style. Four 
brick pilasters located on the corners and on the face of the symmetrical fagade divide the building Into three bays. An 
Iconic bell tower with the original fire bell Is centered on the ridge of the roof near the front of the building. The foundation 
of Scribner Town Hall Is brick. 

The functional organization of the building Is apparent on the fagade. The first story was used as a fire hall and 
waterworks while the second story housed an office / cloak room, kitchen and large meeting hall. The large, elongated 
second-story windows were primarily used for light and ventilation In the summer. They are the original, one-over-one, 
double-hung windows, however, the arch of the upper light has been covered on the outside with wood paneling. The 
lower story of the building Is dominated by three bay door openings. Originally, these were wood-paneled double doors 
that swung outward; however, they have been replaced due to age and requirements. The fire truck was only a hand-
pumper at the time the building was built, and one door was enlarged to accommodate larger fire trucks. The door 
located In the northern bay was altered with a walk-in door to accommodate an office. 

The higher quality buff-colored brick of the fagade transitions to the common brick of the rest of the building in a quoln-IIke 
pattern at the corners. The side elevations of the building are similar, although the northern side of the building contains a 
fourth garage door opening near the front of the building and brick exterior chimney near the back. The large bay opening 
has been filled with paneling and two man doors. All windows have rounded lintels created with two rowlock courses of 
brick and concrete sills. First story windows are two-over-two light, double-hung sashes Indicating the utilitarian nature of 
the ground-level. Rectilinear one-over-one, double-hung windows fill the second-story windows were town meetings and 
social functions were held. A door on south elevation offers access to the jail area at the back of the building. 

The rear elevation of the Scribner Town Hall has a small, one-story, shed-roofed, brick addition attached to Its rear 
entrance with a pipe sticking out near the top. This was likely related to the water tower behind the building, which was 
torn down sometime after 1994. On the interior of the main building a large pipe projects though the transom above an 
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original door at this location. Also of interest are the two barred windows on the south side of the first story. These Indicate 
jail cells on the interior of the building. 

Interior 
The building has always been entered from the north elevation, which leads to the main staircase. On the first story this 
area has been portioned off into office space with wood paneling and a dropped ceiling. Inside this entrance to the left Is a 
restroom, which was the only public restroom In town for many years. The remainder of the first floor is unfinished space 
with exposed brick walls and a frame and concrete joist system. A large room with brick and flush horizontal board walls is 
located on the north side of the first story. At one time there was an artesian well here which ran continually. The room 
now houses a heating unit and generator that run the electricity to this building and the fire hall across the street. At the 
back of the building on the south side is a bricked off area accessed by a heavy paneled door. The door leads to a 
hallway with two jail cells to west. Each jail cell has a window, and one still contains It original cot. 

The main wooden staircase with original rail and beadboard wainscoting leads to a second-floor landing with the kitchen 
and office / cloakroom to the east and the meeting hall to the west. The landing Is finished with plaster and beadboard 
wainscoting and contains a wood ladder leading to an attic opening. An Art Deco pendant light with opalescent glass 
hangs from the celling. The meeting hall is entered through original wood paneled double doors with a transom. Like all 
the interior doors on the second level, this entrance Is embellished with a hardwood architrave and plinth blocks. The 
crown of the architrave is decorated with billeting. Windows surrounds also follow this basic motif. The meeting hall was 
remodeled after 1960 with wood paneling on the walls and linoleum on the floor. However, none of the original woodwork 
(baseboard, chair-rail, door and window surrounds) was altered or covered during the remodeling. In addition, early 
pendant lights from the 1930s or 1940s are still present. Despite the paneling and floor covering, the meeting hall still 
retains its open floor plan and sense of scale. 

The kitchen and office / cloak room are accessed from the second-story landing though single paneled doors with their 
original transoms. The kitchen appears to have undergone extensive remodeling in the 1930s or 1940s. The chrome 
cabinetry hardware and the pendant light fixtures all are Indicative of the period. During this era, a passageway linking the 
kitchen and meeting hall was created over the stairs. The kitchen walls and celling are finished In original plaster, but a 
tile-like siding was put on the lower portion during the remodeling. Of the three upstairs rooms, the small office / clock 
room In the south east corner of the building Is the closest to being original with its original woodwork, flooring and 
finishes. However, a small bathroom was added to the southwest corner of this room, most likely in conjunction with the 
remodeling of the meeting hall. 

Condition and Integrity 

Despite alterations to both the exterior and interior of the Scribner Town Hall, the property still readily expresses Its 
multiple historic functions, which were essential to the community's governance, safety and social life. Furthermore, the 
building does retain a large percentage of its original design, materials and workmanship, and many alterations occurred 
during the period of significance. The building does suffer from some condition issues. It is in need of a new roof, repairs 
to the bell tower, windows, painting and tuck pointing. A City Hall Renovation Fund has been set up through the Scribner 
Area Foundation at the Scribner Bank and is currently accepting donations. 
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8. Statement of S igni f icance 

Appl icab le National Regis ter Cr i ter ia 
(Mark "X" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant In our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, 
or possesses high artistic values, or represents 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack Individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
Information Important In prehistory or history. 

Cri ter ia Cons idera t ions 
(Mark "X" In all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A Owned by a religious Institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B Removed from its original location. 

C A birthplace or a grave. 

D A cemetery. 

E A reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F A commemorative property. 
G Less than 50 years of age or achieved 

significance within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of S ign i f i cance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 

A reas of S ign i f icance 
(Enter categories from Instructions.) 

POL IT ICS /GOVERNMENT 

SOCIAL HISTORY 

Per iod of S ign i f icance 

1906-1960 

Signi f icant Dates 

Signi f icant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is mari<ed above.) 

NA 

Cul tural Aff i l iat ion 

NA 

Archi tect /Bui lder 

Adolph Kellner (Carpenter Contractor) 

9. Major Bibi iograpli icai References 

Bib l iography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Prev ious documentat ion on f i le (NPS) : 
Preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has 
been requested 
Previously listed in the National Register 
Previously determined eligible by the National Register 
Designated a National Historic Landmark 
Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey _^ 
Recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # , 

Pr imary locat ion for addit ional data: 

State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local Govemment 
University 
Other 
Name of repository: 
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Period of Significance (justification) 

The period of significance begins In 1906 with the construction of the building and lasts until 1960, the end of the 
building's historical significance as defined by the National Register of Historic Places. It served as the location of 
repeated activities associated with local government and community gathering throughout this period. 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph 
The Scribner Town Hall is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places at the local level under Criteria A for 
its association with repeated activities related to local government and social history in the city of Scribner, Nebraska. The 
Scribner Town Hall historically housed city offices, the fire station, the jail, utilities offices, and a well-used meeting hall 
with a kitchen. As the site of countess official meetings and community gatherings during its period of historical 
significance (1906-1960), this building played a significance role in the governance and social history of Scribner. In 
addition, Scribner Town Hall is representative of the Importance placed on creating a symbolic and tangible expression of 
local government In Dodge County, as evidenced by an unusual occurrence of this property type within the county. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

Scribner was platted on the western banks of the Elkhorn River in 1870 by the Freemont, Elkhorn and Missouri Valley 
Railroad (FEMVRR) along their line from Fremont, Nebraska to Norfolk, Nebraska. In 1874, Scribner had only 50 
residents but by 1890 there was a population of 664, thanks In part to the town's selection as a junction between the main 
line of the FEMVRR and it branch line to Albion, Nebraska.^ Scribner continued to grow In the next decades with the 
construction of a new depot, school, library, and the addition of telephone service by 1902. Clearly, Scribner was destined 
to survive It early period of settlement. By 1906, the town was ready for a multi-purpose municipal building capable of 
housing even more services for the growing citizenry. The village clerk recorded the following actions by the Scribner 
Board of Trustees at their November 30, 1906 meeting: 

After a full and through discussion of the motion, the roll was called upon the question: Shall the contract for 
building a water and heat and light station and village hall be let to Kellner & Woerth for the sum of 5,490.00, 
showing the following result. Those voting in the affirmative were Diels, Turner, Koplln, Preiss and Ross. Five 
votes in [favor, and in] the negative none. The chairman thereupon declared the question carried and contract so 
awarded.^ 

At the next meeting of the Village Board, the Chairman ordered the, "the street between City Restaurant and Railroad 
Park, and alley back ofthe building occupied by the telephone co. cleared of trash," In anticipation of construction. In 
addition they approved the "double acting Triplex Pump," for their new waterworks after a presentation by a Mr. Gardener 
of the Rumsey Manufacturing Co.^ Local contractor Elmer Huber began excavation and soon Scriber had a multi­
functional municipal building with an attractive and classically-Inspired brick fagade. 

There may have also been an element of competition in the building's construction, as Scribner witnessed nearby Snyder 
and North Bend put up attractive town halls in 1903 and 1905, respectively.'' In fact, a 1994 reconnaissance-level survey 

^ Save America's Treasures. "Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey, Reconnaissance Survey Final Report of Dodge County," for the 
Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1994, 21. 
^ Village of Scribner, "Village Cleric's Book #1," 176. 
^Ibid., 177 
"* "Old Town Hall Cited by Dodge County Historical Society," Schuyler Sun, 14 November 1974. 
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of Dodge County revealed the presence of seven extant town halls built between 1895 and 1930 in Dodge (c.l 895), 
Hooper (1914), North Bend (1905), Scribner (1906), Snyder (1903), Uehling (c. 1895) and Winslow (1929).* According to 
the Nebraska Historic Resources Survey and Inventory (NeHRSI), no other county in Nebraska currently has so many 
extant historic town halls. This suggests that having a tangible expression of municipal government was important to the 
identity of Dodge County's smaller communities. The Romanesque Revival / Renaissance Revival style selected for the 
town halls in Scribner, Snyder and North Bend was certainly meant to evoke a sense of community permanence and 
pride. Like Scribner, most of Dodge County's town halls also Included an Iconic bell tower. In Scribner, the location of the 
town hall also added to its prominence. Positioned at the terminus of Howard Street, the Scribner Town Hall overlooks 
both Main Street and the railroad tracks. 

Despite the symbolic edifices of Dodge County's town halls, they were largely utilitarian buildings. Ofthe seven historic 
town halls still extant In the county, four are two story buildings with a fire hall on the first story. Including Scribner Town 
Hall. The first story of Scribner Town Hall was always filled with equipment, with the south side dedicated to the fire 
department and the north side serving as the city's pump house for power and heat generation.^ For years, the town's 
water tower was located immediately behind Scribner Town Hall, until it was torn down sometime after 1994. The building 
served as the fire hall and waterworks until the 1960s when a new waterworks building was constructed immediately 
south of the nominated building and a new fire hall was built across the street. 

The two small jail cells at the back of the building occasionally held persons charged with a crime by the local constable. 
The magistrate was then called to sentence or 'fine' the person for whatever infraction took place. Sometimes these 
'prisoners' were only kept overnight to prove a point. Other times they were transferred to the county jail in Fremont. 
However, the jail was not always used for Its intended purpose. One former city employee once related how during the 
depression years he would allow men who were 'riding the rails' through town to stay overnight In the jail and provide 
them with a meal. 

In contrast to the first floor, the second floor of the Scriber Town Hall was a finely finished space. The large, well-lit 
meeting hall offered plenty of space for the Scribner Village Board to hold their monthly meetings. More importantly, 
perhaps, the meeting hall and adjacent kitchen provided much needed public space for the citizens of Scribner for 
organizational, social and recreational gatherings. The second floor was used for years by the public for Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, insurance, chamber of commerce, baseball, municipal band, lodge and church meetings as well as wedding 
receptions, anniversaries, birthdays, open houses, Halloween costume parties, feeds, firemen's meetings and smokers, 
and so on. The facility was used by the community for miles around. In 1980 a new auditorium was built near the county 
fairgrounds (1980) and this building was no longer In demand. 

Conclusion 
As early as 1974, Scribner Town Hall was already being recognized for its historical significance. In that year the Dodge 
County Historical Society passed the following resolution: 

The Dodge County Historic Society invites attention to Dodge County's three beautiful and interesting town halls. 
It thanks Scribner, Dodge and Snyder, where these town halls are located, for having preserved them. The 
Society hopes these three towns will further preserve the halls in the future as building in which the citizens of this 
area can take pride.^ 

5 Save America's Treasures. "Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey, Reconnaissance Survey Final Report of Dodge County," for the 
Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1994, 41-43, 141. 
^ Sanbom Fire Insurance Company, "Scribner, Neb., June 1931, Sheet 2." 
^ "Old Town Hall Cited by Dodge County Historical Society," Schuyler Sun, 14 November 1974. 
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Clearly, town halls were and continue to be significant to the identity of Dodge County's communities and Scribner Town 
Hall Is among the best representation of their importance. Scribner Town Hall also served the community well as a utilities 
station, fire station, seat of municipal government, and community gathering place during Its period of historical 
significance (1906-1960). It is therefore significant at the local level under National Register Criterion A in the areas of 
government and social history. The City of Scribner, who still owns the property, hopes to preserve Scribner Town Hall so 
that it will continue to serve the town as a gentle reminder of its beginnings and Its past. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property Less than 1 acre 
UTM References (place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet). 

Zone Easting Zone Easting 
1. 14 694258 
2. 

Northing 
4615167 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

Northing 
3. 
4. 

[X] See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Nona Wese / Volunteer and Jessie Nunn / National Register Coordinator 

organization Musbach Museum / NSHS date April 2010 

street & number 1500 "R" Street, PO Box 82544 

city or town Lincoln 

Telephone 402-471-4775 

NE state zipcode 68501 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the S H P O or F P O for any additional Items.) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name/title City of Scribner, Al Vacant! (City Administrator) 

street & number 508 3"̂  Street, PO Box D 

city or town Scribner 

telephone 402-664-3231 

state NE zipcode 68057 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or 
determined eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a benefit In accordance with the National 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended, (15 USC 470 et seq ). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fomi is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering 
and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the chief, Administrative Services 
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), 
Washington, DC 20503. 
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Boundary Description 
The nominated property is located on an Irregular triangular block roughly bounded by the original FEMVRR right-of-way 
to the southwest, 3"* Street to the east and Howard Street. It is surrounded by blocks 11 (north), 10 (northeast) and 3 
(east), Original Town, Scribner, Dodge County Nebraska. The nominated property includes only the northern half of this 
un-platted triangular block. 

The nominated property Is rectilinear shape. Starting at the north east corner of the property the boundary follows the 
southern right of way of Howard Street until it reaches the right-of-way of the original right-of-way of the FEMVRR 
Railroad, a distance of approximately 125 feet. Then the boundary proceeds approximately 125 feet southeast along the 
railroad right-of-way until reaching a point intersected by a line approximately three feet south of the south wall of Scribner 
Town Hall. The boundary then proceeds approximately 100 feet due east along a line approximately three feet south of 
the south wall of Scribner Town Hall before reaching the western right-of-way of 3"* Street. The boundary then proceed 
approximately 100 feet due north along the western right-of way-of third Street until returning to the original point. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes all of the area historically associated with Scribner Town Hall that has not been compromised by 
construction occurring after the period of significance. The southern boundary was drawn between the nominated building 
and a 1960s-era waterworks building that also sits on the triangular block. The boundary was extended to the FEMVRR 
railroad to included land behind the nominated building related to the city's waterworks. 
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Photo 1 of 12. East Fagade, Aspect: W 

Photo 2 of 12. South Elevation, Aspect: NW 

Photo 3 of 12. North Elevation, Aspect: S 

Photo 4 of 12. Detail of Cornice and Bell Tower, Aspect: S 

Photo 5 of 12. Rear (west) Elevation and Waterworks Remnants, Aspect: E 

Photo 6 of 12. Main Stair, Aspect: S 

Photo 7 of 12. Detail of Pendant Light and Attic Access at 2™* Story Landing, Aspect: NE 

Photo 8 of 12. 2™* Story, Meeting Hall and Main Hall, Aspect: NE 

Photo 9 of 12. 2"" Story, Passover Main Stair From Kitchen to Meeting Hall, Aspect: W 

Photo 10 of 12.1^' Story, Fire Hall and Utilities Area, Aspect: NW 

Photo 11 of 12. 1 '̂ Story, Doorway to Jail Area, Aspect: S 

Photo 12 of 12. l " Story, Jail Cell, Aspect: SW 

All photographs by Jessie Nunn, Nebraska State Historical Society, September 2009. 
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DATE OF 45TH DAY: 8/30/10 

REFERENCE NUMBER; 10000608 

REASONS FOR REVIEW; 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N 

LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

( A C C E P T RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

_REJECT ^ / J > 0 ' / ^ DATE 

Entered In 
TheNatlonal Register 

of 
^torlc Places 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 

REVIEWER 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE_ 

DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s returned to the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 
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JUL I 6 2010 
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY _ 

July 15, 2010 

J. Paul Loether 
National Register—National Historic Landmarks Programs 
National Park Service 
1201 "I" Street NW, Sth Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

RE: Scribner Town Hall 
Scribner, Dodge County, Nebraska 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Please find enclosed the National Register of Historic Places nomination form for the 
above resource. This form has met all notification and other requirements as 
established in 36 CFR 60. 

If you have any questions concerning this nomination, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

L. Robert Puschendorf 
Deputy State Historic Presery^tion Officer 

Enclosure 

1500 R Street 
PO Box 82554 

Lincoln, NE 68501-2554 

p: (800) 833-6747 
(402) 471-3270 

f:(402) 471-3100 
www.nebraskahistory.org 


