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The Caledonia - Adobe was originally built as the private
residence of Petronillo Rios. According toéarly histories of the
area the two story adobe stood south of the town of San Miguel.

CONDITION

hotel, stage stop, salon/lschool house, stové and during the
Southern Pacific Rallrogd era a dance hall.

For awhile the property was owned by various individuals.
One owner was an old man whose daughter refused aid in preventing

tiles were removed from the roof and taken to Long Beach, Calif-
ornia. Many years later the County Historical Society had a
chance to gain back these tiles but the owner would not cooperate.

At the present time the building is in a badly deteriorated
condition. A group who call themselves '"Friends of the Adobe"
through fund raising efforts and influence have placed a roof
over the building to prevent further deterioration.

Restoration of the Caledonia Adobe is now in progress. The
building is being authentically restored by the County of San
Luis Obispo - the owners of the property. The plans for restor-

on June 26, 1968 and the Board of Supervisors on July 1, 1968.
The plans call for the adobe to be used as a museum in the County
Historical Monument and Information Center.

The Department of Architecture at California Polytechinic

College in San Luis Obispo is very interested in the architec-

fural and historical value of the building. One architectural

group has measured the entire building and forwarded the infor-
mation to the Library of Congress,

Dimensions of the two story structure are spproximately 30' x LO!.

A _single story adobe smmex of relatively recent comstruction - absut™

22' x 28" - used for a time as a residence and gift shop, attached at the
north end of the main historic building, is in fairly sound condition.
{Tt has a shingle roof, while the Caledonia Adobe originally had a roof
of Mission - type tlles, which were removed during the early 1950's.

deterioration of the historic adobe. During this time the origiqal

ation were approved in principle by the County Planning Commission

During its history the adobe has served?as a private res1deqce,
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According to Helen Smith Giffen in ’'Casas and Courtyards"
the adobe once belonged to Mission San Miguel and was spoken
of as the Mission Adobe. She claims that Petronillo Rios moved
to the Mission Adobe as he was having trouble proving his
claim on Estrella Creek. Later W. B. Busherd lived there in
the 1860's. The adobe then became a stage station and was called

Caledonia by Bushgfawln honor of his native land, Scotland. It
then became a hotel.

From Myron Angel's History of San Luis Obispo County.
"The hotel accomodations at San Miguel wére always tolerably
good, and espeeially so if the character and disposition of
their proprietors be considered. J. B. Butchart conducted the
Caledonia Hotel in 1877, selling out next year to Morgan Brians
and Sons; and Judge Jeffries, for 6 or 7 years Justice of the
Péace for Salinas Township, and widely known in the county,
also kept a house of public entertainment.

From Annie L. Morrison's "San Luis Obispo County and Environs
South of town stands an old pyg;g&gxywadabe that was once the
Caledonian Hotel, and where balls were held to which the whole
countryside came. This was quite a famous hostelry in ‘the
stageline days, and was the scene of lively times when the
Southern Pacific was building.

According to Mrs. Charles Garelli and Mrs. Robert Work,
both of San Miguel, the two story adobe is considered one of
the finest examples of typical California archlag_ in the
State. The adobe, built by Indian Mission labof™ #*Saloon and
a school. It is said that the saloon and schoeol occupled at
the same time - one on one side of the building and one on the
other. Vasquesz, Murietta, Jesse James and thé‘Dalton Brothers

are all said to have stayed there.
‘;‘Z,\“." |




Casas and Courtyards - Helen Smith Griffen

History of San Luis Obispo County - 1883

Myron Angel

San Luis Obispo County and Environs - 1917 - Annie L. Morrison

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and cerufy that it has been
evaluated according to the crxtena and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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