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The Holmdel Community Church of the United Church of Christ owns the 
old Dutch Reformed Church property situated on the northeast corner of 
Main Street and Eolmdel-Keyport Road in the Township of Holmdel, New Jersey. 
In addition to the church edifice, a chapel is also located on the premises. 
Both Buildings are of frame construction and are located on their original 
sites.

The original section of the church was built shortly after the 
property was purchased in 1837. It was forty-two feet wide and sixty-two 
feet long. Originally sixty-two pews were installed.

In 1855 a steeple was added and a new bell was installed.

A major alteration was made in 1897 when a twelve foot addition was 
constructed on the rear of the church building. At the same time, the 
original structure was renovated by installing a tin ceiling and a slate 
roof. In addition, the interior was further improved by replacing the 
original pews and by laying Brussels carpet in the chancel area. The stained 
glass windows were also installed at this time.

The exterior of the church edifice is Greek Revival in form. The steeple 
is graceful and well proportioned and harmonizes with the main structure. 
Some Italianate detailing is present. The fine stained glass windows add much 
to the appearance of this beautiful building. A stained glass eyebrow window 
in the front gable and round stained glass memorial windows, two on each side 
of the building, complement the tall stained glass memorial windows. The 
exterior of the church is in good condition.

The interior of the building retains much of its 1897 appearance. The 
most evident alteration from that time is the decorative tin ceiling.

The chapel was built in 1850. It is 1 1/2 stories and Greek Revival in 
style.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dutch Reformed Church, from which the present 1838 building 
descends, is the oldest church of its denomination in central New Jersey, 
as well as one of the oldest in the state.

Architecturally, the church represents a Greek Revival form with 
Greek Revival detailing around the entrance doors. The steeple has 
Italianate detailing on a traditional steeple form. The interior of the 
church reflects the popularized use of pressed tin, a late 19th century 
alteration to the church.

The church is located at the crossroads of Holmdel Village and is the 
only structure of historic significance remaining at this focal point of 
Holmdel.
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(A) Book - What God Hath Joined Together; "A History of the Holmdel Baptist 
Church, 1668-1968, The Holmdel Reformed Church, 1699-1968"; The 
Holmdel Community Church of the United Church of Christ 1968; 
Holmdel, New Jersey, 1977.

Ellis, Franklin. History of Monmouth County. Philadelphia, PA.

(B) Deeds 1. April 4, 1837 - First Deed located at the Monmouth County
Historical Society, Freehold, New Jersey.

2. April 4, 1837 - Transcribed copy of First Deed, located at
the Monmouth County Hall of Records, Freehold, 
New Jersey. Book Q3, Page 63.

3. March 4, 1970 - Monmouth County Hall of Records, Freehold,
New Jersey. Book 3681, Page 81.

(C) Newspaper Article. Church reopening February 14, 1897. Monmouth County
Historical Society, Freehold, New Jersey. Date and 
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a stone planted where a Locust tree formerly stood in the center 
of the two main roads or highways, the one leading from Holmdel to the Village 
of Middletown and the other from Holmdel to Key Port Landing (first) South 
83 1/2 degrees East 2 chains and 65 links (second) North 3 degrees West 3 
chains and 85 links (third) West 2 chains and 62 links (fourth) South 2 1/2 
degrees East 3 chains and 54 links to the place of beginning. Containing 
97/100 of an acre. As appears on Deed dated February 15, 1837 in Book Q3, 
Page 63, Hall of Records, Monmouth County, Freehold, New Jersey






