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The Old Colleton County Jail is a stuccoed brick building in 

Neo-Gothic style. Designed by Edward C. Jones and Francis D. Lee, 

noted Charleston architects, and built 1855-56 by J.& B. Lucas, 

Charleston contractors. Jail resembles a miniature, fortified castle. 

Crenelated parapet roof-line, turret-like structures at either corner 

and a massive tower above main entrance. Entrance is shielded by 

an extended, enclosed porch with center, pointed archway at front and 

arrow slit windows on sides. A large lancet window is set in the 

massive tower above main entrance.
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Architecturally, this building is significant as a fine example 

of Neo-Gotbic deaign in a cultural area where Neo-Gothic architecture 

is a rarity. Its architects, Edward C. Jones and Francis D. Lee, were 

well-known in Charleston and throughout the state. At this time they 

were much in demand, and their designs included court houses,churches, 

college buildings, businesses and private residences all over South 

Carolina.

In line with the theory of historic preservation for adaptive 

use, the old jail has served as a county office building since 1937.

An historical marker was erected here in 1965 by the South Carolina 

Department of Archives and History.
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