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Pawhuska's Immaculate Conception Church is a traditional cruciform 
structure of red brick, rising three stories above a foundation of four 
rows of large sandstone blocks. The tower above the central entryway is 
square, relatively plain, and spire-less.

Inside, the ceiling is a series of crossing ribbed arches, creating 
a lofty dome high above the nave and sanctuary. The nave measures , 
approximately 90 x 45 feet. The transept extends the nave 15 feet on 
either side. The sanctuary measures 36 feet in length, 30 feet in width. 
There are six windows (3x8 feet) on either side of the nave, two on the 
front (flanking the entryway). Nine smaller windows are at the top of the 
five-sided sanctuary and^single large window (5 x 7 feet) centers each 
transept. The south transept window depicts Columbus, the north window 
Columbus, both in the lower half of the window.

The windows are kept in good repair by an artist who worked with 
the company that installed them. He performs needed repair work with 
lead and glass, replacing broken panels. In the 1960s the windows were 
gone over piece by piece at a cost of several thousand dollars, reinforcing 
the lead dividers and repairing damaged glass. All but the two large 
transept windows depict typical Biblical scenes in brilliant colors.



El SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499

—1500-1599

—1600-1699

—1700-1799

—1800-1899 

JX1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_ AGRICULTURE 

-^ARCHITECTURE

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

^.RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE 

.^SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES IQIO _ Pre5ent BUILDER/ARCHITECT Father Edwardf designer

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significance of Pawhuska's Immaculate Conception Church lies largely 
in the concept of its stained glass windows, considered to be among the most 
unusual of any church in the United States. Designed by the Bavarian Art 
Glass Company of Munich (Germany), they are conservatively valued today at 
$100,000. However, it is their artistic, rather than monetary, worth that 
prompts this nomination.

Traditional Catholic (and Protestant church windows depict only Biblical 
scenes. Yet two Immaculate Conception windows are non-Biblical in nature 
and one includes figures of persons alive, at the time the church was erected. 
To set them in the church special dispensation from the Pope was required. 
One large window shows Columbus arriving in the New World and being met by ... 
Indians. It was donated by the William S. Ma thews family.

The other, opposite it, depicts the arrival of Father Shoemaker, 
S. J. - known as "Black Robe" to the Ossges - whose work with the tribe began 
in 1886 at the old St. Paul Mission in Kansas, before the Osages were moved 
to Indian Territory. Father Shoemaker, surrounded by Osages, is shown holding 
a cross. Photographs of tribal members were used by the artist to create 
his Osage figures. This window was donated by Rose Hill, Angie Bonniecastle, 
and T. J. Leahy.

Father Edward Van Waesberghe laid out the plans and designs for the 
church - as well as for its stained glass windows - about 1910. He oversaw 
building of the church, doing much of the brickwork himself, although he was 
aided in both design and construction by Osage members themselves. The 
windows were shipped in sections to Pawhuska, placed in the church between 
1910 and 1916. The building was completed in 1916, dedicated May 13, 1925, 
by Cardinal Hayes of St. Louis.



Father^Daniel Keohane, Immaculate Conception Church, Pawhuska, Interview Sept. 15,

Pawhuska Daily Journal-Capital. Pawhuska, February 12, 196? 
Material supplied by the Immaculate Conception Church
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