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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Winooski Block is a large, three story building, 18 bays widsg
across its front and 6 bays deep. It is constructed of brick
laid in common bond which was manufactured at Francis Le Clair's
Malletts Bay Avenue brickyard. A flat roof with a number of in-
terior chimneys caps the structure. ’

The Block is outstanding for its ornamental detail in a variety
of materials. Most distinctive is the bracketed wooden cornice
which crowns the East Allen Street facade with a partial return
on the east and west elevations. This cornice runs horizontally
along the outer thirds of the facade, then curves and steps up
to twice its original height. It levels off again, until, above
the two central bays of the facade, both sides curve up and meet
to form a half circle. A pair of inverted brick buttresses give
additional support to this raised and elaborated section of the
cornice. VWithin the space formed by the rise of the cornice,
"Winooski 1867 Block" appears in large wooden letters. - Directly
above the date and within the central arch of the cornice is an
eagle with a body over five feet tall, carved from a single
piece of wood.

The highly sculptural quality of the boldly projecting ornate
cornice is reflected in the cast iron sills and caps which adorn
each of the windows on the East Allen and Main Street elevations.
The caps reflect the overall composition of the cornice as well;
a semi-circular arch rises from the center of a dentilated hori-
zontal bar which is supported by brackets on either side. The
Block's fifty pairs of caps and sills were manufactured at the
Edwards and Stevens Foundry on FEast Canal Street and represented
the single most costly item of construction for the building.
Like the wooden cornice, they project far enough from the surface
plane of the building to create a play of light and shadow upon
it.

The windows which these cast iron units frame are quite elongated
and serve to counteract the strong horizontal form of the build-
ing. Those windows on the eastern half of the principal, Fast
Allen Street facade, are triple hung; those on the western half
are double hung.

Originally, the street level of the East Allen Street facade was
as rich and coherent in ornament as the upper stories. Today,
much of the original fabric has been covered by store fronts or
removed. However, enough of the work remains to convey the
original facade; two segments of the bracketed, overhanging cor-
nice with carved molding which ran along the entire length of the
East Allen Street facade between the first and second floors are
still visible. Two of the four doorways with their large tre-
foil lights and spandrel infilled with a carved scroll pattern
are intact. One pair of the original double doors remains; on
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each half a long vertical upper panel which reflects the design of
the light above it surmounts a smaller quatrefoil panel.

The most interesting aspect of the building's interior is the 60
by 53 foot concert hall occupying the western end of the third

A small, two story brick building abuts the Block on its eastern
While this structure does not share its neighbors outstand-
ing details, the most dominant details of both buildings work
together sympathetically; the two projecting cornices of the
smaller building are on line with the emphatic line of the Winooski
Block's second floor window caps and its first floor cornice.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At the time of its erection in 1867, the Winooski Block was one
of the early manifestations of the changes and prosperity that
the Civil Viar boom brought to the village. The buililding was
very much the product of local skills and interest. It was de-
signed by Burlington architect Warren Thayer, financed by three
merchants who were to house their businesses in the new quarters
erected by area builders Frank Peppin and Peter Villemere of
locally manufactured materials. Today it serves as more than a
model of community collaboration; it is also an exceptionally
fine example of one type of commercial block constructed in
many small but expanding New England towns during the war decadsg

For many years the building functioned as a religious and cul-
tural meeting place as well as VWinooski's primary commercial
quarters. During the 1870's, the third floor concert hall was
shared by the town's French-speaking and English-speaking Roman
Catholic parishes and Sherman's Cornet band. During the 1970's
the room has occasionally served as a private movie theatre.

Although the first floor still houses commercial activities, thg
structure is primarily important to the city today for its
visual merits. In 1973, most of Winooski's commercial archi-
tecture was demolished to comply with an Urban Renewal plan.
The demolition had two effects on the Block. First, the bulld-
ing remained not merely as the boldest and finest physical
evidence of what the city and its commercial center had once
been, but as almost the only evidence. Secondly, the removal of
all the structures between the Block and the river gave the
building's setting new impact. Today, the Winooski Block sits
atop a large rise of open land, in a direct visual line from
the Burlington bridge, the principal gateway to the city from
the south. ' ey,
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