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1. Name
historic Hotel Regis

and/or common Hotel Regis

2. Location
A

street & number N/A not for publication

city, town Sacramento N/A_ vicinity of

state California code 06 county Sacramento code 06?

3. Classification
Category

district
X building(s)

structure
site
object

Ownership
public

X private
both

Public Acquisition
N/A in process 

being considered

Status
X occupied

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
_ ~_ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture 

*• commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
othert

4. Owner of Property

name Ram Building, A Recorded Partnership

street & number
c/o Ralph Vitiello, 1915 "I" Street

city, town Sacramento N/A. vicinity of state California 9581 k

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Sacramento County Courthouse - County Recorder 

street & number 800 "H" Street

city, town Sacramento state California

6. Representation in Existing Surveys_____r^_m_
City of Sacramento (Tax Certification Part I, V9/^2) 

title Non-Residential Building Survey has this property been determined eligible? _A yes __ no

date 1981-1982 federal __ state __ county __ local

depository for survey records City Planning Department, 92? 10th Street

city, town Sacramento state California



7. Description

Condition
excellent

X good
__ fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered 

X altered

Check one
original site
moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Hotel Regis is located on a corner lot in downtown Sacramento in an area 
of commercial buildings of similar age and scale.. The brick structure is four 
stories in height and almost square in plan. The ground floor has undergone 
remodeling over the years from a single commercial space to serveral shops. 
The ground floor is separated from the upper three stories by an horizontal 
projecting belt course with a swirl patterned terra cotta fascia above a dentil 
course. The upper floor windows are enframed with terra cotta molding sur­ 
rounds and are grouped by twos and by threes. Elaborate decorations consisting 
of terra cotta ram's heads and floral swags are mounted at the fourth level on 
the building corners. The projecting metal cornice is richly ornamented with a 
decorative fascia, moldings, soffits, and scroll shaped modillions at the eaves-

In 1927, storefront remodeling took place which included relocating the hotel 
entryway from the "K" Street location to the llth Street side where it is today, 
The large showroom space on the ground floor was divided into a series of 
smaller shops, which have been subsequently remodeled over the years. The 
present arrangement is a glazed and tile storefront, a white and black tile 
commercial space (vacant), a marble and glass storefront (vacant) and a stucc6 
and aluminum shop space.

The renovation plan for Hotel Eegis by its present owners is to maintain and 
preserve the exterior appearance of the building, in particular the facade 
embellishments and to renovate the first floor store front to its appearance 
circa 192? with double transom glass, removal of the 19^0s-1950s storefronts 
and the reinstallation of the regular storefront window wall at the property/ 
building line. In as much as the upper floor entrance was relocated (1927) 
and is still in use today, the original upper floor entrance will not be 
replicated at the original "K" Street location. Instead, this original 
entryway location will be highlighted by an architectural treatment that 
defines this space with vertical and horizontal architectural features. The 
rehabilitation work is being performed in compliance with the Secretary of 
the Interior's Standards for Rehabititation.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
prehistoric archeoloav-orehistoric communitv olannina
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1 700-1 799

1800-1899
X 1900-

archeology-historic
_^_ agriculture 

architecture
art
commerce
communications

conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1911-12 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Hotel Regis, built in 1911-12, is a notable example of its type and period. 
While its Renaissance-inspired design is interesting in the local context, it 
is the superb terra cotta detailing which clearly sets the building apart. The 
Hotel Regis is one of the few early 20th century commercial buildings remaining 
in downtown Sacramento which still retains much of its original architectural 
character and quality. The integrity has been compromised somewhat by ground 
floor alterations, but the proposed rehabilitation will largely recapture the 
appearance of the building as it was in 192? by exposing hidden details and 
replacing what has been lost.

Owned originally by B. Frommer, this building was constructed in 1911-12 
with commercial space on the ground floor and hotel rooms occupying the 
upper stories. The architectural character of the building is eclectic, 
drawing upon Renaissance Revival and Chicago School sources. The building 
is a two-part vertical composition with unusually fine ornamentation.

The proportion, form, material and fenestration of the building suggest the 
influence of the commerdial renditions of the Chicago School. Renaissance 
Revival design sorces are evident from the general frieze and cornice com­ 
position and in detailing such as the dentil course. Probably the most 
important feature of the structure is itsxvery fine ornamentation. The 
elaborate metal cornice is highly notable, and the terra cotta detailing is 
exceptional. The building's ram's heads are unique among architectural 
ornamentation in this city.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Sacramento Bee. Oct. 7, 1927.

City of Sacramento Historic Resources Inventory, 198l

10. Geographical Data
•07Acreage of nominated property * u '_____ 

Quadrangle ——Sacramento East, CA.
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Verbal boundary description and justification Building occupies its original 80' x 80' lot 
at the southwest corner of llth and "K" Streets described as the north 80' of 
Lot k in the block bounded by "K" "L" 10th and 11th Streets in the City of 

____Sacramento__________________________________________________ 
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/a code rmmtw n/acounty code

state n/a code county n/a code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Ralph Vitiello, owner; Edwin S. Astone, consultant

organization n/a date May 18, 1982
——————Vitiello: (916) M+6-0206 
telephone Astone: (916) ¥+6-1^72

Vitiello: 1915 "I" Street 
street & number Astone: 1028 2nd Street

city or town Sacramento state California 95814

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state X |oca |

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer date September 29, 1982

Attest:
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