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NAME [Alice [French House H ¢
ADDRESS 321 E. 10th Street
LEGAL DES. LeClaire's 8th Add. 88 5 & 6
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TITLE H.__Agnes Rose Malik
(IF DIFF)
DESCRIPTION .
dormers. CONST.

MATERIALS Wood, brick, stone

DATE 1906

FENESTRATION _Rectangular sash varving sizes.

pisT. FEATURES _Very large polvgonal., gabled pavilion beside polygonal, 2-story hay.

converted to apartments.

aLTeraTions _ Aluminum siding;

SITE 8 RELATED STR.

STATEMENT

The 51gn1ficance of this h0use lies primarily in its historical association with
an important regional literary figure.
example of the Queen Anne/Colonial Rev1val combination that was popular in -

turn-of~the-century Davenport.

It is a relatively undistinguished

-

.
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SOURCES

Scott Co. Resource file 82-010-041;

Iowa Division of Historic Preseration.
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SIGNIFICANCE

This was the residence of Davenport's most important literary figure,
Alice French. It was one of several houses occupied by French and has
the most association with her literary career.

AYOLSIH

DESCRI

PTION

Alice French, pen name Octave Thanet, was a regional fiction writer from 1878
through c. 1910. She was published in the popular literary -journals of the
day, including Scribners, Atlantic Monthly, Harper's and Century. The Man

of the Hour set in "Fairport", fictional Davenport, was her most popular
novel, appearing in 1905. She had more than 50 short stories and 21 books
published. French was the principle author of a group of local writers known
as the "Davenport Writers Group". French alternated residence between Davenpor
and Arkansa¢, considering Davenport her permanent residence. French abandoned
writing for social work in her later years., Special interests were the public
library, anti-women's sufferage groups and other patriotic groups.
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