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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wrought iron skeleton tower with enclosed stairwell buil4> in 1896. The light is 
accessable only by boat. The lighthouse is unmanned and is currently used as an 
automated aid to navigation.

1. Approximate dimensions - Base 30 ft. to top, 99 ft. above sea level.

2. Material construction - Wrought Iron

3. Form of Lighthouse - Wrought Iron pipe columns with metal stair tube and
lantern

4. Type of Illuminate and Lens - Maxiluma - 300

5. Color of Lighthouse - Brown with Black Lantern

6. No Special Signaling Devices

7. Additional Structures - Walkway

8. No Alterations to existing Light

9. No Special Features



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
PREHISTORIC

1400-1499

1500-1599

1600-1699

1700 1799

l 800 1899

1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

—^AGRICULTURE 

.^ARCHITECTURE

—ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

_COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

— LAW

— LITERATURE 

_MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION 
_OTHER (SPEC'cv>

SPECIFIC DATES 1855 BUILDER/ARCHITECT UNKNOWN

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

CHANDELEUR ISLAND (1848)

The Chandeleur Island Light is significant for its architecture. Its design 
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type and method of construction 
common to the 1890's. It is one of only four similarly designed lighthouses in 
the Gulf Coast region. Its level of significance is at the state level.

The Chandeleur Islands appear on charts as the moon in its final phase, an 
arc running north-to-south and buldging at the center toward the east.

Congress appropriated $12,000 in 1847 for a light on South Chandeleur Island 
to help guide vessels to the Ship Island and Cat Island anchorages, due north. 
The light, 55 feet above sea level, was visible 14 miles to sea. Completed in 
1848, it was destroyed in 1854.

A whitewashed brick tower finished the next year was placed on the north end 
of the island chain. The light was abandoned at the outbreak of the war, but 
Union forces reexhibited the entrance to New Orleans. The dwelling at the 
station was raised on five screwpiles. An additional dwelling for an assistant 
keeper was added in 1890.

On October 1, 1893, a storm washed away much of the sand from the lighthouse 
foundation, canting it from the perpendicular by several feet. Due to the 
importance of the light for vessels seeking a safe anchorage, $35,000 was 
requested to relocate it.

An iron skeleton tower, its Third Order lens 102 feet above sea level, was 
builfc in 1896. The old tower was demolished and used as rip-rap around the 
foundation.

The light list today notes that the present lens is 99 feet above sea level, 
visible for 10 miles. The skeleton tower is now painted brown.
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Latitude: 30-02-54 North 
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The lighthouse is located at the 
northwestern end of Chandeleur Island. 
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beneath the structure is nominated.
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In compliance with Executive Order 11 593,1 hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
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