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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Connecticut Historic Structures and Landmarks Survev
DATE OF SURVEY: 1966 Federal State | | County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Connecticut Historical Commission
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Q Original Site

This house is located on the northeastern side of Storrs Rd, at the 
northern end of the Mansfield Center Historic District. Construction of 
the building was originally started by Samuel Fuller, the Town Surveyor, 
on Hone Lot No.. 7 which was purchased in December 1709. In June, 1710 
the Town purchased the partly finished house and lot for 132 and authorized 
an additional L60 for its completion as a home for the first minister, 
Reverend Eleazar Williams. The original construction of this period 
may be observed in the South Camber where the chamfered summer beam 
is exposed.

Between 1750 and 1775 the house was completely remodeled into a two- 
chimney center hall mansion, typical of the Boston area. The panelling 
of this period has survived in the North Parlor and North Chambeot?; The 
front of the house, except for the outside porch, is also perfectly 
preserved from this same period. The original clapboards with heavy 
bead nailed directly to the studs are still on the^front. The house 
was changed from a saltbox to a simple gabled roof about 1800, and in 
IB 53 the great brick chimneys of 1760 were demolished.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant because of its association with Keverend 
Sleazai? Williams who was first minister of the Congregational 
Church and because of its interest as a model for the study of 
a structures change through two centuries.

Eleazar Williams was the son of the Reverend John Williams of
Deerfield, Ilass, lie was studying at Harvard and was the only
member of the family who was not at home on the night of the French
and Indian massacre, February 20, 1?04. His father and five
children were taken to Canada as prisoners. Two other children
and a servant were killed on the doorstep of the family home. Krs.
Williams was killed two days later in Greenfield, Mass. The
youngest daughter, Eunice, after years of captivity, married an
Indian, Eleazar served as minister in Hansfield Center from 1?10 - 1?45«

The late Elmer D. Keith1 considered this to be one of the most 
interesting houses in Connecticut from an architectural point of 
view. His comments are quoted: "Few houses show the alterations 
of a family of means generation after generation more clearly 
than does this whifc'h served as the parsonage forabout seventy- 
five years when the clergy were not only the most 
most affluent members of the communitv."

Elmer D. Keith was an antiquarian with a strong interest in architectural 
history. He was well known in Connecticut among those interested 
in restoration and nuseum work, and in the 1940 's he was in charge 
of federally sponsored architectural survey work (WPA?) in the state.



Inventory Form from the Connecticut Historic Structures and Landmarks 
Survey,. Compiled by Victor L. Scottron, Professor of Civil engineering 
at the University of Connecticut. December, 1966.

Report of the Historic District otudy Committee for the Proposed
11, 1968.Historic District in Mansfield Center, Connecticut.
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ORGANIZATION

Connecticut Historical Comrriission
DATE

October 27, 1970-
STREET AND NUMBER:

75 Elm Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Hartford Connecticut 09

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ^ta teJ Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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