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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Square in plan and two stories in height the Dial House
is elegant in its exterior details and survives as one of the
finest Victorjan structures in the State. On the north facade
of the house¥identical bays project on either side of the main

entrance porch. All three are commonly roofed and share common

corner brackets. This is a feature which is rarely seen among
the Victorian residences in Florida. There are small entrance
porches on the east and south sides of the house. Wide eaves
project from the roof and are supported by paired brackets
which are duplicated in miniature under the pent roofs of the
first floor. Balustrades on all porches are identical. The
house rests on brick piers with brick lattice between piers.

A brick chimney sits at the rear of the roof and accomodates
four interior fireplaces. A large cupola dominates the low
hipped roof. Small sash windows occur in pairs on the cupola
with the shutters permanently closed. Eave brackets are
identical to those on the lower floors. The cupola roof is a
low hip with needle spire and weather vane atop it.

Windows are two over two light double hung sash with
exterior louvered shutters. All windows, with the exception
of -those located in the bays, have ornamental lintels identical
in type to the one located over the main doorway transom.

The house has just been completely restored and landscapeq
and it is in an excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the finest of the late Victorian mansions in
North Florida, this house was the town residence of Major
Willia MDial, a Civil War veteran. He constructed it in
approximately 1880 in the style typical of the late Victorian
period. The house is representative of the affluence of the
emerging Southern agriculturist during the post-Civil War
period. Unique in its unchanged site and appearance, the
house was owned by the same family for 91 years. Today after
a complete restoration, the building still has its original
hardware, shutters, window glass, doors and cornices.
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