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The William A. Mackay house at 304 N.E. 4th Street is Madison's
most impressive older home. It is a large 2% story frame house with
a cut stone foundation and an asphalt shingled roof. A pedimented
portico is supported by giant fluted Corinthian columns. Balustrades
appear on the ground floor porch and above it. The porch covers the
front (south) facade of the Neo-Classical Revival style home and
curves around to partially cover the west wall. Modillions decorate
the cornices and pediments. A semi-elliptical window lights the large
pediment covering part of the front porch. Fluted Corinthian pilasters
are seen on the corners of the house. Fenestration varies from stained
glass windows on the front facade to semi-elliptical and rectangular
windows. A porte-cochere extends from the east wall.

The house is a single family residence in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mackay house is the most oustanding example of Neo-Classical
Revival style architecture in Madison, South Dakota. Many local peo-
ple consider the Mackay home Madison's most beautiful dwelling. In
1886 Alvin B. Olmorr built a small house on the SW4% of block one in
Kennedy's Extension. William Alexander Mackay bought the property in
1889 and contracted with Ed and Bert Reeves, early local builders, to
construct the Neo-Classical Revival style home around the original
Olmorr building. The Lake County Assessor Tists the completion date
as 1893. The Mackay family occupied the house until 1915, when Joseph
Henkin purchased it.

Mackay was a railraod mail dispatcher in I1linois until 1885, when
he came to South Dakota and associated with the First National Bank.
Later he organized the Daly Mackay Bank and the Mackay Brothers Bank.

Henkin, a later owner, was also a prominent citizen. He estab-
Tished ‘a television and radio station in Sioux Falls. Henkins occu-

pied the house from 1915 to 1928.

Dakota State College used the Mackay house for a men's dormitory
dubbed "The Hermitage," in the late 1920's.

Over the years, the house has been associated with families who
promoted the development of their college, town,and state.



FEIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Interview with Jens Mackay by Preston E. Tyrrell, May 20, 1975.

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PRoPerTY _1€SS than an acre
UTM REFERENCES

al1,4] (615,114,9,0) 14,817,4144,0) 1 P T A PR [ P O PO

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
Clllllllllll!ll'llJ DI|||||[||JI1]||£!J

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Edith French, Surveyor May, 1975
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historical Preservation Center
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
USD-Alumni_House 605-677-5315
CITY OR TOWN © STATE
Vermillion Sputh Dakota

FB)STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE tocaL _¥_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Prgservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Registerfapd certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

L DATE /0.4 o, (576

/‘
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE M/

TITLE &{FOM% Divecttn g Ho.,
:

GPO 892.453



