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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( I f applicable) j 

The West Newton H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a cohesive grouping of ^ 
predominantly Queen Anne, Shingle S t y l e , and C o l o n i a l Revival residences. I 
In i t s h i g h - s t y l e examples of period a r c h i t e c t u r e , the d i s t r i c t represents 
the growth of West Newton as a fashionable place of residence f o r the 
f a m i l i e s of Boston businessmen, many of whom were prominent both i n t h e i r ^ 
l i n e of work and i n t h e i r s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n s i n Newton. The | 
d i s t r i c t thus meets c r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the National Register of 1 
Historic Places. . . ] 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

The West Newton H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t covers a 36-acre r e s i d e n t i a l area 
on p o r t i o n s of the summit and the north slope of West Newton H i l l . The 
d i s t r i c t c o n sists of 73 b u i l d i n g s on 76 parcels of land, i n a d d i t i o n to a 
small bronze f o u n t a i n erected at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Chestnut and Highland 
s t r e e t s i n 1903. F i f t e e n of the residences are defined as 
n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g , due to t h e i r post-1907 c o n s t r u c t i o n date. Only s i x , 
however, were constructed a f t e r 1936, and a l l but two ranches are 
compatible w i t h the remainder of the d i s t r i c t . 

Of the 58 c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s , 74%, nearly t h r e e - q u a r t e r s , were : 
constructed i n the two decades between 1880 and 1900. These la r g e , 
s i n g l e - f a m i l y houses, designed p r i m a r i l y i n the Queen Anne, Shingle, and 
C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e s and s i t e d on large l o t s , determine the character of 
the d i s t r i c t . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the conrnunlty. 
The West Newton H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t represents the Late Suburban Period 
i n Newton's development, a decade a f t e r the Boston & Albany Railroad had 
improved suburban r a i l s e r v i c e , and when West Newton had become a 
fashionable r e s i d e n t i a l suburb. Nevertheless, the core of i t s s t r e e t 
network and i t s o l d e s t houses date to the decades immediately f o l l o w i n g the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of passenger service by the Boston & Albany predecessor, the 
Boston & Worcester Railroad, i n 1834. 

I n 1830, West Newton H i l l was a wooded prominence w i t h o u t a s i n g l e road 
and only the Bullough farm by way of h a b i t a t i o n . Soon a f t e r the coming of 
the Railroad to West Newton, two s t r e e t s were l a i d out across the h i l l from 
the v i l l a g e : Chestnut S t r e e t , running i n a nearly s t r a i g h t l i n e 2-3/4 miles 
to Newton Upper F a l l s ; and Highland S t r e e t , then c a l l e d Orange S t r e e t , 
extending up from the v i l l a g e as f a r as Chestnut S t r e e t . Of the two. 
Orange S t r e e t appears to have been the e a r l i e r , adopting what was e v i d e n t l y 
p a r t of a p r i v a t e road to the Bullough farm. By 1849, four houses had been 
constructed along Chestnut S t r e e t , i n c l u d i n g what was e v i d e n t l y a new house 
f o r John A. Lamb ( d . l 8 4 1 ) , located about 200 Chestnut S t r e e t . The 
Lamb/Valentine House, l a t e r moved to 12 Valentine S t r e e t , i s thought to 
have been b u i l t using some timbers from Bullough's farmhouse. Within the 
d i s t r i c t , two houses had been constructed i n the 1840s: the 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

Despite the predominance of s t r u c t u r e s from the 1880s and 1890s, 
e a r l i e r s t y l e s are also represented. Twelve Valentine S t r e e t (c.l840) i s 
the e a r l i e s t s t r u c t u r e i n the d i s t r i c t . Two s t o r i e s high w i t h a hipped 
roo f and rear wing, the house was moved a short distance i n the 1880s, and 
many of i t s o r i g i n a l Greek Revival d e t a i l s have been obscured by subsequent 
C o l o n i a l Revival a l t e r a t i o n s . I t i s thought t h a t some of the framing 
timbers may have been taken from John Bullough's farmhouse, the only house 
on the h i l l p r i o r to the 1840s. 

I t a l i a n a t e and Mansard houses are few i n the d i s t r i c t . T y p i c a l of the 
more modest I t a l i a n a t e examples closer to the v i l l a g e center i s the Henry 
Lambert House at 128 Chestnut S t r e e t ( c . l 8 5 5 ) , w i t h i t s gable r o o f , 
bracketed eaves, and round-headed a t t i c windows. Like i t s near 
contemporary, the Galen Merriam House at 102 Highland St r e e t (#3698), the 
house may o r i g i n a l l y have faced n o r t h , overlooking the v i l l a g e , w i t h i t s 
p r i n c i p a l entrance i n the north gable end. Probably the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
residence b u i l t on the h i l l p r i o r to 1880 i s the house b u i l t by developer 
W i l l a r d Sears at 274 Otis S t r e e t ( c . l 8 5 0 ) . This boxy, two-story mansion 
d i s p l a y s flushboarding scored to resemble ashlar and quoins a t the corners 
of the facade. Window surrounds also feature c l a s s i c a l ornament. Like 
most of the e a r l y houses i n the d i s t r i c t , the house has been considerably 
updated w i t h C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s , i n c l u d i n g an elaborate p o r t i c o . The 
house at 301 O t i s S t r e e t , l i k e 274 O t i s Street a mansion s t i l l on a large 
l o t , i s a well-preserved I t a l i a n a t e residence r e t a i n i n g i t s o r i g i n a l 
low-hipped r o o f , bracketed window caps, porches, and paired side bay 
windows. 

Only two Mansard houses are located i n the neighborhood. Of these, the 
l a r g e s t i s 292 O t i s S t r e e t ( c . l 8 6 0 ) , a boxy, three-bay mansion not u n l i k e 
i t s e a r l i e r neighbor 274 O t i s S t r e e t . The Mansard roof i s the c h i e f 
f e a t u r e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g i t from the e a r l i e r I t a l i a n a t e s t r u c t u r e . Both had 
C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s added at a l a t e r date. On 292 O t i s , these d e t a i l s 
included two-story I o n i c p i l a s t e r s and an elaborate two-story s e m i - c i r c u l a r 
p o r t i c o . 

V i r t u a l l y the only houses constructed i n the 1870s were three S t i c k 
S t y l e examples b u i l t on adjacent Fountain St r e e t l o t s : 25_, 33̂ , and 39 
Fountain S t r e e t . (No. 39 Fountain S t r e e t was l a t e r moved to i t s present 
s i t e a t 79 Fountain.) A l l three are boxy, hipped-roof s t r u c t u r e s 
e x h i b i t i n g the h o r i z o n t a l and v e r t i c a l facade d i v i s i o n s t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e 
the s t y l e . Although the e a r l i e r 79 Fountain S t r e e t shows a symmetrical 
s t r e e t facade w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g , gabled entrance p a v i l i o n , both 25 and 33 
Fountain (1877 and 1878, r e s p e c t i v e l y ) address the s t r e e t w i t h o f f - c e n t e r 
polygonal bays and a broad veranda. 

The Queen Anne and i t s r e l a t i v e s t y l e s were so common on West Newton 
H i l l t h a t M.F. Sweetser, d e s c r i b i n g Chestnut S t r e e t , could w r i t e : " A f t e r 
Chestnut S t r e e t has p l u c k i l y climbed the heights, i t escapes as soon as i t 
can from Queen Anndom [ s i c ] , and s t r e t c h e s away to the southwest, through a 
d e l i g h t f u l region of f o r e s t s " (Sweetser: 186-187). No doubt one of those 
Sweetser had i n mind, one of the e a r l i e s t and most prominent examples of 

; Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

the s t y l e i n the d i s t r i c t , was 170 Chestnut S t r e e t (1883). 
around a c e n t r a l hipped roof and ha l f - t i m b e r e d f r o n t gable, 
Frost House has a complex design achieving the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y i r r e g u l a r 
s i l h o u e t t e . I t s r o o f l i n e i s punctuated w i t h dormers and the caps of 
several bay windows: the w a l l surface i s i n t e r r u p t e d by shallow 
p r o j e c t i o n s ; and the windows vary i n size and shape — a l l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of the random arrangement of forms that was a hallmark of the Queen Anne 
s t y l e . I n i t s s i z e , massing, and use of ha l f - t i m b e r e d overhanging gables, 
the house i s s i m i l a r to some of the work of Henry Van Brunt (1832-1903), 
the Boston a r c h i t e c t whose own house at 167 B r a t t l e S t r e e t , Cambridge was 
b u i l t the same year. Other e a r l y Queen Anne houses were b u i l t about 
1882-83 along Fountain and O t i s s t r e e t s , near where the two s t r e e t s * 
i n t e r s e c t . Nos. 342 and 334 O t i s S t r e e t , b u i l t i n 1882 and 1883 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , were probably erected by the same b u i l d e r and show facades 
t h a t i n some respects are m i r r o r images of each other. Both are two-story 
hipped-roof residences w i t h gabled p a v i l i o n s p r o j e c t i n g o f f - c e n t e r from the 
s t r e e t facade. Both p a v i l i o n s also have small i n s e t balconies overlooking 
the s t r e e t . 

Like the 170 Chestnut S t r e e t , 304 Otis S t r e e t (1887) i s also organized 
around a c e n t r a l hipped roof and ha l f - t i m b e r e d f r o n t gable. However, 
Bertrand Taylor, i t s a r c h i t e c t , expanded on the theme, employing also a 
round corner t u r r e t and a d d i t i o n a l cross gables. The h i g h - s t y l e Queen Anne 
residence i s one of only two b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t f o r which an 
a r c h i t e c t has been i d e n t i f i e d . Bertrand Taylor (1855-1909), of the Boston 
f i r m of Rand & Taylor, was a res i d e n t of Newton Centre. 

The house at 273 O t i s S t r e e t (1902) represents a l a t e r development of 
the Queen Anne s t y l e , based c l o s e l y on English medieval models. P l a i n , 
geometric elements, stained wood shingles, and deep overhanging gables 
comprise i t s most important f e a t u r e s , which, w i t h i t s symmetrical openings, 
diamond-paned sash, and steep f r o n t gables, r e c a l l Tudor manor houses. 

The Shingle S t y l e was used f o r many of the l a r g e s t houses b u i l t i n the 
l a t e 1880s and 1890s. The e a r l i e s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the s t y l e was 240 
Highland S t r e e t , constructed i n 1886. The broad gambrel roof and 
i n t e r s e c t i n g cross gable were t y p i c a l roof forms of the s t y l e . Another 
common feat u r e was the stone f i r s t s t o r y , below the shingle cladding of the 
upper w a l l surfaces. I 

One of the best c o l l e c t i o n s of Shingle S t y l e residences i n Newton 
appeared along Lenox S t r e e t i n the l a t e 1880s and e a r l y 1890s. The 
e a r l i e s t of these houses, and probably the i n s p i r a t i o n f o r those which 
followed, was b u i l t i n 1887 at the corner of Lenox and Highland s t r e e t , 300 
Highland S t r e e t . I t eschews the gambrel roof i n favor of a long gable 
r o o f , punctuated by cross gables and high eyebrow dormers. I n i t s 
j u x t a p o s i t i o n of rounded bays and gabled p a v i l i o n s along i t s p r i n c i p a l 
facade, i t takes i t s i n s p i r a t i o n from H.H. Richardson's Stoughton House of 
1882 i n Cambridge, and has been c a l l e d one of the f i n e s t examples of the 
Shingle S t y l e i n Newton. The f i r s t of a s u b s t a n t i a l group of houses a t the 
southern end of Lenox S t r e e t was 82 Lenox S t r e e t (1892), designed by the 
a r c h i t e c t Eugene L. Clark f o r his own home. (The house was i l l u s t r a t e d i n 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

the American A r c h i t e c t and B u i l d i n g News of 15 October 1892.) Other 
s u b s t a n t i a l Shingle s t y l e examples included 32, 62, 83, and 91 Lenox 
S t r e e t , b u i l t between 1889 and 1895. At the head of Lenox S t r e e t , 100 
Valentine S t r e e t (1894) can also be grouped i n t h i s c l a s s . The house at 35 
Lenox S t r e e t , b u i l t about 1870, was moved to i t s present l o c a t i o n i n the 
l a t e 1880s and may have received i t s shingle cladding a f t e r i t s move to 
br i n g i t up to date w i t h i t s fashionable neighbors. 

One of the most unusual b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t , and the only example 
of stone c o n s t r u c t i o n , i s the former carriage barn of the T r a v e l l i e s t a t e , 
which stood a t 200 Chestnut S t r e e t . The t h r e e - s t o r y g r a n i t e mansion known 
as " I r w i n t o n , " b u i l t i n 1890-91 i n the Richardsonian Romanesque s t y l e , was 
one of the grandest estates i n Newton. The house burned i n a February 
b l i z z a r d i n 1898, but the s u r v i v i n g carriage barn, a t 22 Burnham Road, was 
a l t e r e d i n t o a residence c.1915-16. Before i t s conversion the e c l e c t i c 
stone s t r u c t u r e was dist^-nguished by i t s t u r r e t e d tower ( s t i l l e x t a n t ) , 
massive stone arch w i t h i n s e t entrance under a low gable r o o f , and i t s 
asymmetrical massing. 

I n the l a t e 1880s and e a r l y 1890s C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s began to 
appear on t r a d i t i o n a l Queen Anne house forms. Many of the houses i n the 
d i s t r i c t show pedimented gable ends, a Pa l l a d i a n window, or a modilion 
c o r n i c e . Probably the d i s t r i c t ' s best c o l l e c t i o n of C o l o n i a l Revival 
residences i s the set of four houses constructed on the n o r t h side of O t i s 
S t r e e t i n 1894-95: 333, 343, 351, and 359 O t i s S t r e e t . As the e n t i r e parcel 
was developed by Edward Leland (who b u i l t 333 Otis f o r h i m s e l f ) , a l l may 
have been the work of a s i n g l e b u i l d e r . A l l are 2-1/2-story residences 
w i t h steep hipped r o o f s . Nos. 333, 343, and 359 each have center 
entrances, flanked by p r o j e c t i n g bays (polygonal on 343 and 359; round on 
333 O t i s ) . Single or double round-arched windows are placed above the 
en t r y , beneath a c e n t r a l dormer. 

The C o l o n i a l Revival idiom remained the a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e of choice 
u n t i l a f t e r the Second World War. Those houses b u i l t i n the d i s t r i c t a f t e r 
1907, l i k e t h e i r predecessors, were g e n e r a l l y s u b s t a n t i a l and w e l l - d e t a i l e d 
versions of the s t y l e , i n c r e a s i n g l y f a i t h f u l to t h e i r perceived 
18th-century models. Gable roofs replaced the e a r l i e r hipped r o o f s , and i n 
some instances, b r i c k added a grander Georgian f l a v o r to the s t y l e . 

The d i s t r i c t also includes the Lambert Fountain i n the t r i a n g l e 
opposite 170 Chestnut S t r e e t . The bronze f o u n t a i n , known as "a c h i l d 
p l a y i n g i n c a l l a l i l l i e s , " was erected i n 1903 as a memorial to Catherine 
Porter Lambert (1817-1900), wife of Henry Lambert (1812-1899). (Their 
house, 128 Chestnut S t r e e t , i s one of the e a r l i e s t i n the d i s t r i c t . ) The 
sc u l p t r e s s was Anne Whitney (1821-1915), of Watertown. The fountain's 
p l a s t e r o r i g i n a l , created i n 1887, was e x h i b i t e d a t the World's Columbian 
Expo s i t i o n i n Chicago i n 1893. Anne Whitney was w e l l known around Boston 
and responsible f o r the statue of L e i f Ericsson on Commonwealth Avenue. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Sears/Withington House at 274 Otis St r e e t (c.1848; described below), and 
the Parsons/Wood House, at what i s today 65 Lenox Str e e t (demolished a f t e r 
1907 ) . 

Although the a r r i v a l of the r a i l r o a d was i n i t s e l f an important event, 
i t was the i n t r o d u c t i o n of regular passenger service i n 1843 t h a t was key 
to West Newton's suburban growth. The r a i l r o a d allowed easy access to and 
from the the c i t y , a f a c t q u i c k l y recognized by r e a l - e s t a t e developers, who 
began buying up land near the tracks and d i v i d i n g i t i n t o houselots. The 
land c l o s e s t to the r a i l r o a d was developed f i r s t . The 50-acre s u b d i v i s i o n 
known as Webster Place (see Area E) was l a i d out i n 1844. Five years 
l a t e r , i t s surveyor, Alexander Wadsworth (1806-1898) was engaged to lay out 
e i g h t y acres close to the summit of West Newton H i l l . The developers 
c a l l e d the property "Sylvan Heights," and Wadsworth's plan of the 
s u b d i v i s i o n shows the place s t i l l h e a v i l y wooded, w i t h Forest Street 
passing through the most wooded p o r t i o n . The plan, dated J u l y 1849, also 
shows O t i s and Highland s t r e e t s i n place, w i t h "Spring S t r e e t " (now Lenox 
S t r e e t ) connecting them (Plan 791-D4-Bk2, C i t y Engineer's O f f i c e ) . 

The developers of Sylvan Heights were W i l l a r d Sears, Gardner Colby, 
John Coe, "and others." Of the group, W i l l a r d Sears (1803-1890) was the 
only one w i t h a house on the property, today 274 O t i s S t r e e t . Born i n 
Brewster on Cape Cod, where the Sears name was numerous. Sears's e a r l y 
experience was i n r e p a i r i n g saltworks and helping i n his f a t h e r ' s carpentry 
trade. At the age of 19, Sears came to Boston and soon formed a 
p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h h i s brother as a c o n t r a c t o r and b u i l d e r . I n nearly 
seventy years i n the b u i l d i n g trade, W i l l a r d Sears b u i l t "innumerable 
e d i f i c e s , both p u b l i c and p r i v a t e , i n c l u d i n g some t h i r t y churches i n Boston 
and v i c i n i t y , and most of the depots, s t a t i o n s , and f r e i g h t houses on the 
Worcester, Old Colony, Fitchburg, and Eastern r a i l r o a d s as o r i g i n a l l y 
constructed" ( o b i t . , Newton Journal 6/27/1890). He moved to West Newton i n 
the 1840s, c o n s t r u c t i n g h i s own house on West Newton H i l l . ( A f t e r less 
than ten years on the h i l l , i n the 1850s he sold the house to I.S. 
Withington and b u i l t a large estate on the banks of the Charles i n 
Watertown. Displaced by the U.S. Arsenal, Sears moved to Newtonville, and 
f i n a l l y to Newton Corner, where he died.) Another member of the Sylvan 
Heights group was Gardner Colby (1810-1879), a Boston businessman who was 
one of the f i r s t r a i l r o a d commuters to move to Newton Centre, about 1845. 
His support to the Newton Theological I n s t i t u t i o n was memorialized i n the 
naming of Colby H a l l (NR-1/30/78). W i l l i a m C l a f f i n (1818-1905), 
Newtonville developer and s t a t e governor was named by Sears's o b i t u a r y as 
one of those involved i n l a y i n g out O t i s S t r e e t , though the f u t u r e governor 
d i d n ' t move to Newtonville u n t i l 1855. ,. 

Alexander Wadsworth's name f r e q u e n t l y appears as a surveyor of 
mid-century s u b d i v i s i o n s i n the Boston area. Examples of his work can be 
found i n Boston, Cambridge, and Somerville, i n a d d i t i o n to Newton. I n 
Newton Corner, Wadsworth was responsible f o r l a y i n g out subdivisions around 
Waban, Walnut, and Kenrick parks. But probably his most s i g n i f i c a n t 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to landscape design was as the surveyor of Mount Auburn 
Cemetery i n 1831, although Boston's Jacob Bigelow i s c r e d i t e d w i t h the 
concept of t h i s , the f i r s t r u r a l cemetery i n the United States. I t s 
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d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e , r a p i d l y adopted by other large urban cemeteries and 
l a t e r by the parks movement as a whole, was the achievement of continuously 
v a r i e d , picturesque v i s t a s by al l o w i n g roadways and footpaths to f o l l o w the 
n a t u r a l contours of the ground, winding around h i l l s and ponds as the 
t e r r a i n d i c t a t e d . However, despite Wadsworth's f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h t h i s 
advanced theory of landscape design, his l a t e r r e s i d e n t i a l s u b d i v i s i o n s 
were modest. Like h i s contemporaries, though he o c c a s i o n a l l y experimented 
w i t h a small park as a landscape focus, h i s plans u t i l i z e d a r i g h t - a n g l e ,. ; 
g r i d of i n t e r s e c t i n g s t r e e t s and rectangular l o t s . 

As a r e a l - e s t a t e development. Sylvan Heights got o f f to a slow s t a r t . 
By 1879, only ten more houses had been constructed, predominantly along 
O t i s S t r e e t . Smaller p a r c e l s , closer to the v i l l a g e center, were favored 
over those of Sylvan Heights, despite the picturesque s e t t i n g . One of 
these was b u i l t by Henry Lambert (1812-1899), the English-born m i n i s t e r of 
East Cambridge's T h i r d Congregational Church. About 1849 he r e t i r e d from 
the m i n i s t r y , took up mercantile p u r s u i t s , and b u i l t a house at 128 
Chestnut S t r e e t ( c . l 8 5 0 ) . At his death i n 1899, he and his w i f e had 
probably l i v e d on the h i l l longer than any other r e s i d e n t then l i v i n g . His 
widow was memorialized i n the bronze f o u n t a i n set up i n 1903 at the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of Chestnut and Highland s t r e e t s . 

Valentine S t r e e t takes i t s present course as f a r as Wauwinet Road by 
f o l l o w i n g the northern edge of Wadsworth's property l i n e f o r Sylvan 
Heights. Laid out about 1869, i t takes i t s name from the prominent varnish 
manufacturer, Lawson Valentine (1827 7-1891). Born i n Cambridgeport, 
Valentine founded the company t h a t bore his name about 1862 to manufacture 
high-grade coach v a r n i s h , a product t h a t u n t i l then was best produced i n 
England. He appears to have moved to West Newton H i l l soon a f t e r , 
a c q u i r i n g the o l d Lamb house and a large estate on both sides of today's 
Valentine S t r e e t . 

Another newcomer to West Newton H i l l i n the 1850s was J. F r a n k l i n 
F u l l e r (1831-1933). As a c i v i l engineer. F u l l e r was employed i n the 
f i l l i n g of the Back Bay under his f a t h e r who was chairman of the commission 
i n charge of the p r o j e c t . Later he was engaged i n the development of 
h y d r o e l e c t r i c p l a n t s at Niagara F a l l s . Most of his work, however, kept him 
closer to home. He moved to West Newton H i l l i n 1864, c o n s t r u c t i n g a house 
a t 235 Highland S t r e e t (demolished a f t e r his death and replaced by the 
present s t r u c t u r e ) . As a surveyor. F u l l e r ' s name appears f r e q u e n t l y on 
Newton s u b d i v i s i o n plans and s t r e e t layouts i n the l a s t q uarter of the 
century. Nearly 102 years of age at his death i n 1933, F u l l e r was Newton's 
ol d e s t r e s i d e n t ( o b i t . , Newton Graphic 5/26/1933). 

F u l l e r owned some of the land on the west side of Fountain Street and 
may have been connected w i t h the l a y i n g out of t h a t right-of-way i n the 
1870s. The s t r e e t was accepted by the c i t y i n 1876. The three houses 
b u i l t along Fountain S t r e e t , nos. 25, 33, and today's no. 79 ( b u i l t at 39 
Fountain), were the only residences constructed i n t h a t decade. 

By c o n t r a s t w i t h the 1870s, i n the two decades between 1880 and 1900, 
43 houses were constr u c t e d . Of t h i s number, 31 were b u i l t i n the ten-year 
p e r i o d 1886-1895, p r i m a r i l y the r e s u l t of three separate b u i l d i n g 
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campaigns. Of these, the f i r s t was the l a y i n g out of Hawthorn Street (soon 
renamed Regent S t r e e t ) , i n which A l b e r t H. Roffe (1844-1916) played a major 
p a r t . The Newton Centre owner of a feed and g r a i n s t o r e , Roffe bought up 
property along Regent and Highland s t r e e t s , d i v i d i n g i t i n t o small parcels 
which sold q u i c k l y . The smallest Sylvan Heights l o t s had ge n e r a l l y been 
nearly an acre (43,560 square f e e t ) i n s i z e . By the e a r l y 1880s, most new 
house l o t s on the h i l l were between 12,000 and 20,000 square f e e t . Roffe's 
parcels ranged between 4,000 and 9,000 square f e e t . Five houses q u i c k l y 
were b u i l t along Regent S t r e e t , and two more were moved here i n the same 
decade. 

The Lenox Str e e t "campaign" was the r e s u l t of the breakup of two of the 
oldes t estates on West Newton H i l l , both pre-dating the Wadsworth plan of 
1849. Increase Sumner Withington (1799-1867) had acquired the old W i l l a r d 
Sears House and estate (274 O t i s S t r e e t ) i n the 1850s. His widow l i v e d 
here f o r some time a f t e r his death, but i n the 1880s she sold the property, 
which then extended the e n t i r e Lenox Str e e t block between Otis and Highland 
s t r e e t s , to the Rev. John W. Lindsay. Lindsay began s e l l i n g o f f p o r t i o n s 
of the property i n the l a t e 1880s, and most of the houses along the east 
side of Lenox S t r e e t date to t h i s p e r i o d . 

In 1890, Lenox S t r e e t stopped at Highland S t r e e t . To the south was the 
old Parsons estate (the house would today stand a t the s i t e of 65 Lenox 
S t r e e t ) . About 1880 the property had been acquired by the p a i n t 
manufacturer M a r t i a l F.H. Wood (1850-1895) as a summer home f o r him and his 
fa m i l y . Wood was the son of Henry Wood, founder of the Henry Woods Sons 
p a i n t company, w i t h an o f f i c e i n Boston and a f a c t o r y i n Wellesley. (The 
company was known f o r production of an unusually b r i g h t green.) Wood 
may have succumbed to lead poisoning, one of the hazzards of his trade. 
His o b i t u a r y reported t h a t he died i n November 1895 a t the age of 45 a f t e r 
a long i l l n e s s . Watching sub d i v i s i o n s appear on a l l sides of them. M a r t i a l 
Wood and his w i f e must have f e l t the trend unavoidable. I n December 1891 
they l a i d out an extension of Lenox Str e e t through t h e i r own property, 
s u b d i v i d i n g the land f o r houselots. The f i r s t t o be b u i l t was 82 Lenox 
St r e e t (1892), a large Shingle S t y l e b u i l t on the l a r g e s t of the l o t s f o r 
the a r c h i t e c t Eugene L. Clark, who was also responsible f o r i t s design. 
The ample size of the Wood l o t s suggests the Woods' concern f o r maintaining 
the area's character of large estates — as opposed to the smaller 
cheek-by-jowl houses along Regent S t r e e t r e c e n t l y constructed. 
P r o f e s s i o n a l advice might have come from Clark, who may also have been 
connected w i t h the designs of the neighboring Shingle S t y l e houses, b u i l t 
between 1893 and 1895. 

In the meantime, Lawson Valentine had s t a r t e d a new varnish company i n 
New York and had moved there i n the mid 1880s, b u i l d i n g a large farm i n 
Orange County. His large estate was subdivided i n 1889 by the prominent 
Boston landscape surveyor and landscape a r c h i t e c t , Ernest W. Bowditch, who 
l a i d out a meandering system of s t r e e t s ( i n c l u d i n g "Valentine Park") south 
of Valentine s t r e e t . Fountain S t r e e t ( o r i g i n a l l y to be named Lawson 
S t r e e t ) was extended south to Valentine S t r e e t i n a broad s e m i c i r c l e . For 
the most p a r t , much of Bowditch's grand scheme lay u n b u i l t u n t i l a f t e r 
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1907. One of the f i r s t to b u i l d , however, was Charles I r w i n T r a v e l l i 
(1859-1920), the P i t t s b u r g - b o r n s t e e l manufacturer and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t . I n 
1888 he married Emma Robinson, daughter of Charles Robinson, who owned a 
large estate a t 173 Chestnut S t r e e t . T r a v e l l i purchased seven of the 
Valentine l o t s i n the t r i a n g l e between Chestnut, V a l e n t i n e , and Hampshire 
s t r e e t s , and i n May 1890 l a i d the cornerstone f o r " I r w i n t o n . " Completed 
the f o l l o w i n g year, the t h r e e - s t o r y Romanesque g r a n i t e mansion at 200 
Chestnut S t r e e t was a major a r c h i t e c t u r a l monument of Newton. The house 
burned i n a February b l i z z a r d i n 1898, and only the c a r r i a g e barn s u r v i v e s , 
at 22 Burnham Road, a l t e r e d i n t o a residence a few years l a t e r . The 
T r a v e l l i estate was broken i n t o smaller pieces, and was developed i n the 
e a r l y 20th century along w i t h the remainder of the Valentine estate. 

The l a s t major undeveloped piece of property i n the West Newton H i l l 
D i s t r i c t was the former Houghton estate on the n o r t h side of Otis S t r e e t , 
owned by the Houghtons since the 1850s. I n the e a r l y 1890s Edward E. 
Leland purchased the property between H i l l s i d e Avenue and Chestnut S t r e e t , 
s u b d i v i d i n g i t i n t o s i x parcels: 333, 343, 351, 359, and 367 Otis S t r e e t , 
plus 97 H i l l s i d e Avenue (outside the d i s t r i c t ) . By 1895, a l l f i v e parcels 
had been purchased and new homes constructed. For himself, Leland b u i l t 
333 O t i s S t r e e t i n 1895, though he stayed on Oti s S t r e e t only a few years 
before moving to New York about 1903. 

The completion of Commonwealth Avenue i n 1896 brough increased t r a f f i c 
to Chestnut and Walnut s t r e e t s . West Newton's po p u l a t i o n doubled between 
1905 and 1940, and some of these new resi d e n t s b u i l t homes to the east and 
south of the d i s t r i c t . To the west, large estates, l i k e the Robinson's a t 
173 Chestnut, were broken up f o r smaller parcels. Most of the land i n the 
West Newton H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , however, had been completely b u i l t up. 
Between 1900 and 1907, only three houses were constructed; another f i v e had 
been constructed by 1925. Today the d i s t r i c t remains a t r e e - l i n e d enclave 
of predominantly l a t e 19th-century r e s i d e n t i a l e s t a t e s . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Boston Evening T r a n s c r i p t , various issues. 
Boston Globe, various issues. 
Friends of the Jackson Homestead, Newton's Older Houses: West Newton 

P u b l i c a t i o n # 12 (1978). 
Newton Graphic, various issues. 
Newton J o u r n a l , various issues. 
Newton's 19th Century A r c h i t e c t u r e ; West Newton (1978) 
New York Times, various issues. 
M.F. Sweetser, King's Handbook of Newton, Massachusetts 

(Boston: Moses King, 1889) . 
V i t a l Records, Newton C i t y Clerk's O f f i c e . 
Plan F i l e s , Newton C i t y Engineer's O f f i c e . 
Water Records, Newton C i t y Engineer's O f f i c e . 

Staple t o Inventory form at bottom 



V 

Newton, Mass. Multiple Resource Area 
WEST NEWTON HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Address S-B-L H i s t o r i c Name Date Style C/NC Inven. # Area 

10 Burnham Road 32-43-2 1910 Elizabethan Revival NC 17,889 
22 Burnham Road 32-43-1 T r a v e l l i Stable 1890-91 Richardsonian Romanesque C WNH 19 37,132 
128 Chestnut St. 32-3-18 Henry Lambert House C.1855 I t a l i a n a t e / C o l . Rev. C 3710 38,288 

152 Chestnut St. 32-45-1 1880 Mansard 3692,WNH 28 31,616 
160 Chestnut St. 32-45-15 1886 Queen Anne 

• 
3691 25,760 

164 Chestnut St. 32-45-14 barn f o r 160 Chestnut 1906 Queen Anne • m 15,085 
166 chestnut St. 32-45-12 barn f o r 170 Chestnut 1895? Queen Anne •e 18,628 
170 Chestnut St. 32-45-13 George A. Frost House 1883 Queen Anne m 3690 ,WNH28A 19,675 
opp. 170 Chestnut St. Lambert Fountain 1903 (bronze fountain) © 
15 Fountain St. 32-45-6 Hammond/Baker House 1884 Queen Anne/Stick WNH 56 22,510 
16 Fountain St. 32-46-10 1850s;1902 I t a l i a n a t e / C o l . Rev. C WNH 57 22,922 
24 Fountain St. 32-46-9 Thomas E. Stutson House 1894 Colonial Revival C WNH 58 10,743 
25 Fountain St. 32-45-7 1877 S t i c k Style c WNH 59 22,912 
33 Fountain St. 32-45-8 1878 Sti c k Style WNH 60 15,400 
40 Fountain St. 32-47-12 1888 Queen Anne G WNH 110 8,100 
66 Fountain St. 32-48-10 1915 Colonial Revival NC 12,935 
74 Fountain St. 32-48-9 1922 Col o n i a l Revival NC 12,900 
79 Fountain St. 32-44-4 c.1870 St i c k Style C WNH 62 12,936 

95 Fountain St. 32-44-5 1891 Queen Anne/Shingle C WNH 63 11 ,352 

Fountain St. 32-48-7 V A C A N T L O T NC 9,000 
Fountain St. rear 32-48-8 V A C A N T L O T NC 10,750 

200 Highland St. 32-45-11 1955 Ranch NC 25,000 

216 Highland St. 32-45-10 1883 Queen Anne C WNH 77 28,741 
235 Highland St. 32-44-2 1934 Georgian Revival NC 43,560 
240 Highland St. 32-45-9 1886 Shingle Style C WNH 78 44,120 
249 Highland St. 32-44-3 1925 Elizabethan Revival NC 22,662 
256 Highland St. 32-47-11 1894 Shingle Style C WNH 79 37,630 
269 Highland St. 32-48-11 1889 Colonial Revival G WNH 80 12,768 
276 Highland St. 32-47-10 1891 Colonial Revival « WNH 81 27,375 

300 Highland St. 32-50-1 1887 Shingle Style WNH 82 19,852 
Highland St. 32-47-9 V A C A N T L O T NC 9,576 

21 Lenox St. 32-46-5 1934 Coloni a l Revival NC 10,210 
22 Lenox St. 32-50-5 1889 Queen Anne/Col. Rev. C WNH 106 9,353 

28 Lenox St. 32-50-4 1889 Queen Anne c WNH 107 9,750 
32 Lenox St. 32-50-3 . ' ' • ' .' • • I • ' 1889 Shingle Style WNH 108 11,250 
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35 Lenox St. 32-47-6 Charles E. Cram House 1870;1886 Queen Anne/Shingle Style C WNH 109 10,000 
40 Lenox St. 32-50-2 1890 Queen Anne c WNH 110 15,000 
41 Lenox St. 32-47-7 1937 Col o n i a l Revival NC 11 ,250 
49 Lenox St. 32-47-8 1941 Colonial Revival NC 9,707 
62 Lenox St. 32-49-9 1895 Shingle Style C WNH 111 28,163 
65 Lenox St. 32-48-1 1917 Colonial Revival NC 63,795 
82 Lenox St. 32-49-8 Eugene L. Clark House 1892 Shingle Style C WNH 112 32,725 
83 Lenox St. 32-48-2 1894 Shingle Style c WNH 113 17,917 
91 Lenox St. 32-48-3 1894 Shingle Style • iC WNH 80 19,236 
96 Lenox St. 32-49-7 1893 Colonial Revival WNH 115 19,071 
102 Lenox St. 32-49-6 1894 Coloni a l Revival WNH 116 24,647 
273 O t i s St. 32-2-21 1902 English Queen Anne - C • 3752 20,459 
274 Otis St. 32-50-6 Sears/Withington House c.1848 I t a l i a n a t e 1̂©̂- - 3765,WNH118 43,895 
281 Otis St. 32-2-22 mid 19th c. Colonial Revival 3753 34,522 
291 Otis St. 32-2-23 1896 Col o n i a l Revival . • © ' • 3754 20,629 
292 Otis St. 32-46-4 John P. Eager House c.1860 Mansard/Col. Rev. • c' 3764,WNH119 34,590 
301 Otis St. 32-2-5 1860s I t a l i a n a t e ..c . 3755 87,369 
304 Otis St. 32-46-3 1887 Queen Anne 3763,WNH120 32,040 
314 Otis St. 32-46-2 Luke Davis House 1860s I t a l i a n a t e . , . . . .> 3762,WNH121 15,470 
320 O t i s St. 32-46-1 Levi Warren House 1880 I t a l i a n a t e 3761,WNH122 15,210 
333 Otis St. 32-3-13 Edward Leland House , 1895 Coloni a l Revival 3756 24,500 
334 Otis St. 32-45-5 1883 Queen Anne 3694,WNH123 13,416 
342 Otis St. 32-45-4 1882 Queen Anne 3693,WNH124 13,272 
343 O t i s St. 32-3-14 1894 Colonial Revival 

«' • 
3757 22,260 

346 Otis St. 32-45-3 1939 f Col o n i a l Revival NC 12,400 
351 O t i s St. 32-3-15 1894 Colonial Revival C 3758 : V 18,667 
354 Otis St. 32-45-2 1940 Coloni a l Revival NC 12,020 
359 Otis St. 32-3-16 y .y. • ". . • . - .:. • A 1894 Colonial Revival c 3759 12,421 
367 Otis St. 32-3-17 1895 Shingle Style c 3760 15,489 
9 Regent St. 32-46-6 1935 Colonial Revival NC 10,000 
10 Regent St. 32-47-5 Henry L. Whittlesey House 1886 .C Shingle Style •ft - WNH 154 6,600 
16 Regent St. 32-47-4 Caleb Eddy House 1880 Queen Anne c WNH 155 8,150 
19 Regent St. 32-46-7 

- • 
1955 Ranch NC 15,300 

22 Regent St. 32-47-3 A l f r e d Richards House 1886 Queen Anne c WNH 156 7,500 
27 Regent St. 32-46-8 Thomas Stutson House C.1880 Queen Anne • c WNH 157 4,875 
28 Regent St. 32-47-2 1895 Rational Revival WNH 158 5,000 
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36 Regent St. 32-47-1 
12 Valentine St. 32-44-1 
56 Valentine St. 32-48-6 
70 Valentine St. 32-48-5 
84 Valentine St. 32-48-4 
100 Valentine St. 32-54-1 

Lamb/Valentine House 
1882 Queen Anne 
C.1840 Gk. Rev./Col. Rev. 
1901 Colo n i a l Revival 
1898 Shingle S t y l e 
1909 Craftsman 
1894 Shingle Style 

C 
C 
m 
c 
NC 
C 

WNH 159 
WNH 185 
WNH 186 
WNH 187 

WNH 187A 

9,850 
14,617 
19,495 
25,243 
26,261 
21 ,531 

76 p r o p e r t i e s w i t h an area of 1,562,942 square f e e t (35.88 acres) 
73 Buildings 
3 vacant l o t s 
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