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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort William Henry is a/replica of the original Fort William Henry.
The replica was built in 1908, and is in sound condition. The fort has a
diameter of approximately 35 feet, and is about 25 feet in heighth.
Basically, it is of stone construction, and has necessary modern fixtures
such as glass windows, air vents, and wooden floors.

Within the fort are numerous display cases containing artifacts.
There are also several interpretive panels which develop the history of
the fort for visitors.

The present condition of this replica has changed little since its
construction.
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History of Fort William Henry Memorial

This circular structure is a replica of the original Fort William
Henry.

- This is an historic area well known to the early explorers. We aremj
told that this is the on}& site in the United States where four different
forts have been built on the same site.
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~ / The first was Fort Pemaéﬁ}d consisting of a stockade buili about
Ig}é as defense against pirates. |t fell to the pirate, Dixj€ Bull, in
1632

Fort Chaydés, a wooden structure, was erected in 1647 by Governor
Andrgs. |t was destroyed by the Penobs§o+ Indians in 1689. The original
Fort William Henry was built in 1692, during King William's War, by a
native of Maine, Sir William PQ}éps, the first Royal Governor of
Massachusetts. Sir William, youngest of 2| sons, was a native of Arrowsic,
15 miles west--as the crow flies. He acquired fame and fortune by finding
sunken Spanish freasure in the West Indies. The nearby fown of Phippsburg
was named for him.

Fort William Henry, ,when built, was the largest and strongest stone
fort in America. |In 1696 Indian Forces under Baron deCastine and
D'lIberville and 3 French Men-of-War captured it and leveled it fo the
ground.

In 1729 Fort Frederick was built and named for the Prince of Wales.
It was destroyed during the American Revolution by the local residents
to prevent the British from occupying it. The first child born in
Fort William Henry was William Ngrth who became a general under George
Washington during the American Revolution.

Near the fort there are remains of many old cellars and at least
two paved streets which lend support to the idea that at one time this
was a community of considerable size.

Some of these artifacts are displayed in the fort.




Dunnack, Henry E., Maine Forts, Augusta, Maine
(Charles E. Nash & Son 1924), Pages 107,

197 and 246.
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ORGANIZATION
State Park and Recreation Commission June 23, 1969
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State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN: ' STATE CODE
Augusta, Maine Maine 04330

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na--
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Commission
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