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The Grant House was designed in an "Ttalinate Bracketed" style by William Dennison,
"Engineer and Architect," and constructed in 1859-1860 for Alexander J. Jackson, former
Galena city clerk. A prominent home in a city remarkable for having retained so much
fine nineteenth century architecture, the house was built on a ridge on the east side
of the Galena River, with a commanding view of the city.

In 1865 a committee of Galena citizens paid a reported $16,000 for A.J. Jackson's
house, the lot and furnishings for a gift for General Grant. The house is brick,
two-stories with wide overhanging eaves supported by large wooden brackets, a low
pitched roof, and a columned, covered piazza with balcony above at the main entrance
on the southeast.

The original specifications for the house described the main, front block as "of brick,
of 36 feet by L0 feet to be of two storys, each to be 11 feet clear stud." These
specifications also ordered the kitchen wing on the rear, "to be an addition on the
back of 30 feet by 17 feet one story high, of 9 feet clear height." There are three
large interior chimneys with decorative brickwork on the front portion of the house
and a tall chimney with corbeled cap on the kitchen wing. All the windows on the
house are framed by stone lintels and sills and dark green shutters.

The Grants rented the house in (hlena during their residency in the White House, and
after 1880 the family rented to a series of occupants until 1904 when the general's
son, Frederick Dent Grant presented the house to the City of Galena. A clause in

the bequest stated, "This home of our father's, General U.S. Grant, is presented to the
City of Galena to be preserved as a Memorial only,... It is to be kept as nearly as
possible as it was when General Grant resided in it, with his pictures and furniture
placed as they were at that time." In 1932 the Grant Association presented the house
to the state, which has maintained it as a historic house museum and park ever since.

With all the original detailed drawings, plans and specifications, the state was able
to restore the building, under the direction of Richard Hagen, in 1955-57. At this
time they also constructed the one-story brick building housing the restrooms and a
small exhibit area, which is located northeast of the house and built low and into the
hill behind the house. This building is a non-historic structure which does not con-
tribute to the national significance of the landmark.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On August 19, 1865, General U.S. Grant returned to Galena, Illinois, the town from which
he had departed four years earlier to rejoin the army at the outbreak of the Civil War.
Ten thousand persons greeted the victorious Union commander, and after a triumphant

reception, the General was given a home by the proud citizens of Galena.

Grant and his

family occupied the home until appointed Secretary of War in 1867. Following his years
as President and his trip around the world, he returned to his Galena home in 1879. He
remained there for two years before moving to New York where he lived until his death.

When Ulysses S. Grant and his family arrived in Galena by steamboat from St. Louis in the

spring of 1860, the city had already begun its economic decline.

Galena experienced

boom town prosperity from the lead mines in the 1820's and became a hustling river port

and ambitious mercantile center in the 18L40's.

Grant hoped to reverse his economic misfortunes by moving to northwest Illinois.

Galena

was the site of a leather goods store owned by his father, Jesse R. Grant, and operated

by his brothers, Simpson and Orvil.

travelled through the Northwest considerably during the winter of 1860-1.

In this store, Grant was nominally a clerk and"...

(They) had

customers in all the little towns in south-west Wisconsin, south—east Minnesota and north-

east Towa."

Until he left Galena in the spring of 1861 to serve in the Civil War, Grant

and his family rented a modest, brick house on the west side of the river.

On August 18, 1865, Galena greeted the return of its victorious general with a grand

celebration.
atmosphere.
in white waved American flags and threw bouquets.

There was a jubilant procession, decorated arches, speeches and a holiday
From a triumphal arch spanning Main Street, thirty-six young ladies dressed

During the ceremonies the citizens
of Galena presented the furnished house on Bouthillier Street to the general.

That evening there were fireworks, "transparencies and brilliantly lighted windows."
General Grant held a levee in the Custom House Hall (U.S. Post Office Building) followed

by a reception ball at the DeSoto House.

General Graﬁg”aﬁé“ﬁfgafﬁmily left for Washington, D.C. on September 12, 1865, where he

continved his duties.as commanding general of the Army.

As most of his later trips, this

visit wasggelatigelgispharts The Grants returned to Galena in the fall of 1868 and remained
thropghout his sueRess Dl campaign for the presidency.

During the nexf:Zifha ,
the ‘course of campaigns and:long journeys.

newipg old friepdspips in;G@lena and the surrounding area.
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en years the Grant family used their Galena home as a haven during
The general enjoyed these brief periods re-
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After two terms in office, ex-President Grant and his family embarked, in May 1877, on
a trip around the world. The Grants were warmly received by dignitaries in all of the
countries they visited. Returning to San Francisco in September, 1879, the Grants

made a triumphant journey to Galena. Their arrival "home" on November 5 prompted a
large civic reception and celebration. Leaving in December, the general and his family
returned to Galena only for short visits in 1880. As far as present research can tell,
U.8. Grant left for New York City in September, 1880, and never stayed in his Galena
house again, even though he and his wife visited Galena for the last time in May, 1883.

Ulysses S. Grant finished writing his Memoirs a short time before his desth on July 23,
1885, at Mt. McGregor, New York.

History by Illinois Department of Conservation, Information and Education Division
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Principal Meridian Lot No. 1 Bouthillier Row, located in the City of Galena, County
of Jo Daviess, Illinois, beginning at a concrete marker at the corner of Fourth Street
and Bouthillier Street and bearing N 59°30' E a distance of 207 feet to a concrete
marker, thence East 45.6'; thence S 28°W a distance of 174'10" to Bouthillier Street;
thence West a distance of 145 feet to the point of beginning.
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"Plan of First Story," U. S. Grant Home, Galena,
Illinois (built 1859-60 for A. J. Jackson), drawn
by William Dennison, "Engineer and Architect."
Courtesy Illinois Department of Conservation.

APT vol vii N. 1 1975 Page 12
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Plarn of Secend Story.
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"Plan of Second Story," U. S. Grant Home, Galena,
Il1linois (built 1859-60 for A. J. Jackson), drawn
by William Dennison, "Engineer and Architect."
Courtesy Illinois Department of Conservation.
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Jﬁol‘n of Dwelling Houao
Lor A.J. Jaskaon Boy.
By Willtans Donunibaen.
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"Design of Dwelling House for A, J. Jackson Esq.,
By William Dennison'" (now known as the Grant Home),
Galena, Illinois. Courtesy Illinois Department

of Conservation. ' :
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Besign of Dwelling Houae
Lor £. J. l‘.f koon Bag.
By Williem Bannicen.
Scals, $28 20 Tin.
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Blevatien on Boutheller Street. IZ}rc tion of Back Znd.

"Elevation on Boutheller [sic] Street," and
"Elevation of Back End," by William Dennison.
Courtesy Illinois Department of Conservation.
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