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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
COMMERCE/General Store COMMERCE/Restaurant
COMMERCE/Gas Station

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

OTHER: Late 19" and Early 20™ Century Rural Commercial Style

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)

Principal exterior materials of the property: Stone; Weatherboard; Board and Batten, Hand-hewn

Vertical Wood Board; Metal; Glass

Narrative Description

The ca. 1890 Pottsville General Store faces west on State Route 166 (US431) near the intersection of State
Route 99 in Pottsville (population XXX 2014). The one and one-half story frame building is constructed on
a stone pier foundation and covered in weatherboard siding. The simple utilitarian building contains most of
its original windows, doors, front porch. Constructed ca. 1890, the Pottsville General Store is a one and one-
half story, frame building covered with weatherboard siding and has a stone pier foundation. The building is
significant for Criterion A for its commercial importance to the small rural crossroads community.

A brick flue is located on the ridgeline in the middle of the standing seam metal gable front roof and a metal
exhaust is located above the kitchen on the roofline of the north elevation. The fagade (west elevation) has
original one-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows flanking an original double-leaf door with a single-
light glass and wood storm door, set within an original wood surround. Above the original entrance is a
single-light glass and wood transom. The porch on the facade has an original shed roof covered with
standing seam metal and is supported by square wood posts. The floor has a stone pier foundation, hewn
wood decking and a ceiling of bead board. A square business sign and weatherboard are in the gable field.
(see Photos 1 &5)
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Located on the south elevation of the main block are two, single-light, fixed rectangular windows with wood
surrounds, and positioned directly beneath the roofline at the front and middle of the main block. A solid
vertical wood door with a wood screen door leads from the main block out onto the porch of the small gable
roof wing that sits off the rear of the south elevation and has a corrugated metal standing seam roof with
exposed rafter ends, an exterior of weatherboard and an entrance on its west elevation. The entrance to this
wing is off a shed roof porch covered with standing seam metal and is supported by square wood posts. An
open wood railing and wood floor completes the porch. The entrance to the wing has a wood surround within
which is a solid wood vertical board door and a half-size wood screen door. On the wing’s south elevation is
a single light glass and wood fixed window with a wood surround. The rear (east) elevation of the gable
wing is covered with board and batten siding. (see Photo 2)

The rear (east) elevation of the main block has two windows in the half-story which are original two-over
two double hung wood sash with wood surrounds. A rear addition was built off the back of the main body
and extends out to each side, with the east side extending off the rear of the gable roof wing. The rear
addition has a shed roof covered with standing seam metal and an exterior of vertical board. The entrance to
this addition has a ca. 2000 vinyl door with wood screen door. Flanking the door on the north side is a four-
over-four, double hung wood sash window with a storm window. A wood ramp extends from the entrance to
the parking lot. (see Photo 3)

The north elevation is similar to the south, as it has the same single-light fixed windows at the roofline in the
same location as the others. A paired window opening has been enclosed with plywood at the middle of this
elevation, and a propane gas tank is north of the building. (see Photo 4)

Interior

The interior of the main block is one-and-one half stories in height, has a tongue and groove wood floor,
vertical board walls and bead board ceiling. Holes in the floors were covered with metal license plates, and
this tradition continues today. The half-story only extends from the rear third of the building and is reached
via original wood stairs with well-worn steps that are off the north wall beginning about midway. The stairs
have a baluster rail and plain wood newel posts. In the center of the main block is a wood stove set on a
stone platform. To the south of the entrance is a small raised platform with a baluster railing used for
performances at the meal house. To the north of the entry is a small counter behind which are built-in wood
shelves (see Photo 14). The main entrance door is double leaf but is actually hinged at the side and together
in the middle, creating a folding door with a heavy metal bolt lock on both the top and bottom and a steel bar
that secures the door at closing. (see Photo 8)

The upper floor is supported by wood posts beneath which are cabinets for storage, the waitress stand and
tables. A vertical wood door exits out to the porch of the gable roof wing. A wall has been put up to divide
the front of the house from the back of the house, where the kitchen and restrooms are located. This wall has
a window opening into the kitchen on the north side for order delivery and a doorway on the south side that
leads to the hall where you can enter the kitchen and restrooms; it also helps support the upper story. Two ca.
1980 unisex restrooms are located along the south side of the hallway which leads out the back door of the
rear addition into the parking lot. The kitchen door opening is just to the north of the hallway. (see Photos 9-
15)
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The upper half-story takes up approximately the back third of the main block. It is accessed by the
aforementioned stairwell, and has an open wood baluster railing where it is open to the 1% floor (see Photo
16). The southwest corner of this first room is enclosed with wood, and houses some of the HVAC system
for the restaurant accessible by a small door. Walls in the half-story are wood bead board, and the floor is
wood. (see Photo 17)

A wood lattice wall separates two gift shop rooms from each other and an opening with a curtain. The rear
room is separated into two areas by a wood bead board wall and a curtain doorway. One room is used for the
gift shop, while the other is used for restaurant storage. The ceiling in this area is regular wood boards. (see
Photo 18 & 19)

The small gable roof wing is one room deep in size, and the interior has a small section in the northeast
corner that is boxed out with wood and has a small entry door possibly used for early refrigeration or as a
seed bin. The floor is covered with plywood, and the walls are unfinished. (see Photo 20) It is currently used
for storage. (C)

Located on the southwest corner of the building is an original metal sign post (see Photo 6). (C) Located to
the east and south of the store building is a dirt/gravel driveway which leads to a house on an adjacent parcel.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

X |A

[ ]D

Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant

and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) N/A
Property is:
A Owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D acemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
less than 50 years old or achieving
G significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Commerce

Period of Significance
1890- 1967

Significant Dates
1890

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked
above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph

The ca. 1890 Pottsville General Store faces west on State Route 166 (US 431) near the intersection of State
Route 99. The one and one-half story frame building is constructed on a stone pier foundation and covered
in weatherboard siding. The simple utilitarian building contains most of its original windows, doors, front
porch. Used through most of its history as a general store the building also served as a canoe rental facility
and since 2007 as a restaurant known as Marcy Jo’s Mealhouse. As the only commercial structure remaining
in the Pottsville community until recent years, the building served an important commercial purpose for rural
residents and represents the small rural crossroads community. For these reasons, the Pottsville General
Store is significant locally for Criterion A for commerce with a period of significance from 1890-1967.

Narrative Statement of Significance

The Pottsville General Store is located approximately 14 miles east of Columbia near the Maury and
Marshall County line at the current intersection of State Route 166 (US 431) and State Route 99. Some
maps show the area as the village of Rally Hill. From 1899-1903, when the area supported a post office, it
was known as Watch. Before 1878, maps noted the area as Orr’s Crossroads.” According to local history,
the area was named for local baseball player “Pots” Shires, who played baseball and was known to shout
“throw it to ole Potts.” Early residents of the area include the Shire, Chunn, Clymore, and Johnson families.
The Duck River and small community known as Hardison Mill is located a mile to the south of the area
known as Pottsville.

The community is in a geographic area of Tennessee known as “The Cedar Glades” that covers parts of four
Middle Tennessee counties that starts in the north around what is now the Cedars of Lebanon State Park and
ends at the Duck River in Marshall and Maury Counties. According to Bob Duncan the Glades are “typified
by large patches of surface bedrock and thin, damp soil in between.” They are indistinguishable from the
cedar trees that easily grow in the area. The rocky, think soil is not good for farming which according to
Duncan explained the area’s small yeoman farms.

Duncan noted another factor that kept early population low in this part of Middle Tennessee was a lack of
easy and adequate ground water. The rock formations that create the glades are “also locally famous for
bearing little subsurface water.”

A 1986 article in the Columbia Daily Herald vividly describes the early Pottsville community and provides a
glimpse into the once vibrant crossroads that served a rural community.®> At one time in the late nineteenth
century the Pottsville community was home to a school, store, church, and shops. Near the store was the
landmark Chunn Home, mid-nineteenth century Greek Revival l-house.* A one-room school named
McCory’s Corner was off State Route 99 and was eventually replaced with a Pottsville School that remained
in operation until after World War Il, when it was combined with the nearby Rally Hill school. For “a

! Bob Duncan, “Pottsville/Rally Hill” Historic Maury, Vol. XXXX, No. 2, June 2004, page 57.
2 Duncan, 58.
® “Baseball Player Inspired Town,” Daily Herald, Columbia, Tennessee, 23 February 1986.

4 Jill K. Garrett, “Landmark at Pottsville” The Daily Herald, Columbia, Tennessee, June 22, 1974.
7
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number of years” after opening in 1916, Melvin Ring operated a
blacksmith shop in Pottsville. Paul Shires ran a furniture
making and refinishing shop that produced many “excellent
pieces of furniture.” Opposite the Pottville Store was a grist
mill, owned and operated by Lee Shires and John Peay. Area
farmers brought grain to the mill to be ground into meal,
chicken feed, and hog feed. A sub-creamery station was located
near the store that bought cream from farmers or their wives.
The OId Lasea Church of Christ served the Pottsville residents.
Other than the Chunn Home and Lasea Church which have been
altered, none of these buildings are extant.”

The article describes the Pottsville General Store owned and ran
by Fletcher Lumsden as the “center of interest and activity.”
Lumsden ran the store from its opening around the turn of the
century until the mid-1930s. With rural residents able to grind
their own meal and produce cream, the Pottsville Store met
needs that could not be fulfilled on the farm. He sold “dry
goods, patent medicine, hardware, along with groceries. He also
operate a peddling wagon from the store.”

Just as it did throughout rural Tennessee, the Great Depression
hit the Pottsville community hard. The Pottsville General Store
was the *“principal grocery store” and Fletcher Lumsden
understood that his customers had very little to spare. Based on
oral histories, Duncan described that Lumsden “contrived a
system of barter. He had aluminum coins struck with the
denomination on one side and the name of his store on the
reverse. His customers could now sell their produce to his store
and receive this informal barter money which, in turn could be
spent at his store. It was a good system that kept everybody
going during some particularly hard times.” ’

In the mid-1930s, Lumsden sold the store to Harvey Patterson.
Patterson ran the store until around 1950. The Patterson family
sold the store to Mr. and Mrs. Graham Lovell, who operated it
and whose family continues to own the building. The Lovells

° “Baseball Player Inspired Town.
® Ibid.

" Duncan, 58.

Pottsville General Store and Gulf Gas Station ca.
1960, on display at Marcy Jo’s Mealhouse
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were both schoolteachers, so they rented the
store to others through the years.?. By the
mid-1980s, the building was in use as the
River Rat Canoe Rental® In 2004, it
remained the only commercial operation in
the community.'°

In 2006, the building was transferred to the
heirs of Graham Lovell. In 2007, they rented
the building to sisters-in-law Marcy Feek and
Joey Feek who started Marcy Jo’s Restaurant.
Known for generous portions of southern
fare, the restaurant has become a popular
destination continuing the commercial use of
the small general store in the heart of the
formerly vibrant rural community.

Facade and north elevation of the
Pottsville General Store, ca. 1985
when used as The River Rats Canoe
Rental.

South elevation of the Pottsville General Store, ca. 1985,
when used as The River Rats Canoe Rental.

¢ Duncan, 59.
® MU-475, Maury County SHPO Survey, 1985, available at the Tennessee Historical Commission, Nashville.

% Duncan, 59.
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Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): MU-475
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  1.54 Acres USGS Quadrangle Rally Hill, Tenn 64-NE

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:

1. Latitude: 35.637791 Longitude: -86.824998

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary includes all land within Parcel 094 023.01. The north property line of this parcel is adjacent to
a house close to SR431 while the rear of the parcel is adjacent to hay fields. The west property line abuts to

SR431. The south property line is adjacent to a property that once had a ca. 1900 house which has since been
razed and now has a modern store. The west property line is within a wooded area.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is drawn to include the property that is historically associated with the Pottsville General
Store.

12
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Location Map
USGS Quadrangle, Rally Hill 64 NE

Latitude: 35.637791 Longitude: -86.824998

Pottsville General
Store

13
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National Register Boundary Map
Maury County Parcel 094 023.01
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11. Form Prepared By

Name Holly Barnett & Peggy Nickell
Organization Tennessee Historical Commission
Street & Number 2941 Lebanon Pike Date 5-31-2017
City or Town Nashville Telephone 615-770-1098
E-mail Holly.M.Barnett@tn.gov State TN Zip Code 37214

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Key all photographs to map.

Photographs (refer to Tennessee Historical Commission National Register Photo Policy for
submittal of digital images and prints)

e Additional items: (additional supporting documentation including historic photographs, historic
maps, etc. should be included on a Continuation Sheet following the photographic log and sketch
maps)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Photo Log

Name of Property: Pottsville General Store
City or Vicinity: Columbia Vicinity
County: Maury State: TN
Photographer: Peggy Nickell

Date Photographed: May 27, 2016

1 of 20.

2 of 20.

3 of 20.

4 of 20.

5 of 20.

6 of 20.

7 of 20.

8 of 20.

9 of 20.

10 of 20.

11 of 20.

12 of 20.

13 of 20.

14 of 20.

15 of 20.

16 of 20.

Front fagade. Photographer facing east.

South Elevation. Photographer facing north.
Rear Elevation. Photographer facing west.

North Elevation. Photographer facing southwest.

Facgade showing original windows, porch and original sign post. Photographer facing
northeast.

Gable roof, brick flue and original sign post. Photographer facing northeast.

Location of Pottsville General Store at the junction of SR99 and SR431. Photographer facing
east.

Interior showing the original main entrance door and transom. Photographer facing west.
Interior. Photographer facing west.

Interior. Photographer facing east.

Interior showing the mid-section beneath the 2" floor. Photographer facing east.

Interior showing the mid-section beneath the 2" floor. Photographer facing northwest.
Interior showing the bead board ceiling. Photographer facing west.

Interior showing the north wall and shelving. Photographer facing northwest.

Interior showing the hallway to the kitchen and restrooms and rear of the building.

Interior showing the well-worn staircase. Photographer facing west.
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17 of 20. Interior showing the open area on the 2" floor and bead board walls. Photographer facing
southeast.

18 of 20. Interior - 2" floor showing the rear section of the building and the original rear windows.
Photographer facing east.

19 of 20. Interior — 2" floor showing the original floors. Photographer facing west.

20 of 20. Interior — South wing — Storage area.
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Site Plan with Photo Key (Not to scale)
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Floor Plans with Photo Key — Not to Scale

First Floor
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Floor Plans with Photo Key — Not to Scale

2" Eloor
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Maury County, Tennessee
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Property Owner:

(This information will not be submitted to the National Park Service, but will remain on file at the Tennessee Historical Commission)

Name Philip and William Lovell
Street &
Number 4350 Sowell Hollow Road Telephone
City or Town Columbia State/Zip TN, 38401

Property Owner Information
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