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Cook's Home for the Friendless
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2223 W. First St., Davenport, IA
52802 MAP
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DESCRIPTION
2% stories, hipped roof, many projecting pavilions, tower entrancecoNST. 1881

FORM - —— —————- - - -- - --- ——-- _._ -_ -___i.-n----L- --•--_ -__-,T_I_ _ ___..-- -__ --_._i_ ---__ i- -_ ji-iu———_^rm—MTT-II— ^rm m^^^m DATE MM^HMMMMMM

MATERIALS limestone from Cook family quarry near Buffaffiff^ Victorian Eclectric 
FENESTRATION Rectangular, various sizes__________________________________
OIST. FEATURES Polychrome and variety of surface textures

Elevator added in i94p;gardjier's cottage added in 1893,kiLchen & fai 
ALTERATIONS remodeled in 1941: sprinklers added in 1961___________________________________
SITE a RELATED STR. Original 15.3 acre site cut to 5.3 acres in 1905
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STATEMENT

The Cook Home adheres to no particular style, yet well represents architectural 
trends of its period. The vaguely medieval character, heavy masonry, poly­ 
chrome exterior and profusion of gabled pavilions, culminating in the entrance 
tower, reflect the picturesque ideals of Victorian America, but the horizontality 
achieved through plan and broad beltcoursing derives from the shingle idiom. 
The extensive, landscaped grounds provide an effective setting.

T.W. McClelland, contractors
A.N. Carpenter, Landscape Architect
E.G. Gardner, Architect (Springfield, Mass.)

SOURCES

Oszuscik, p. 280
Inventory File, Iowa Division of Historic Preservation



/JIFICANCE .
.tis building focuses attention on an important local chariety institution - the 

Clarissa C. Cook Home. The home was typical of the private philanthropic activities 
undertaken in Davenport at the end of the 19th Century. Because the Cook Home 
continues to operate in the same fashion it did when it was established in 1881-82 f 
its significance is increased.. H 

O

DESCRIPTION

The Clarissa Cook Home for the Friendless was established in 1881-82 as a social 
philanthropic project of Clarissa Cram Cook's will. The facility was directed at 
"destitute and indigent" women of 60 years of age or older. Life tenancy was 
provided for the women after they paid a $100 admission fee. The home was operated 
by a board of managers composed of prominent businessmen, industrialists and 
attorneys using income from the Home's endowment to supplement income from the 
residents.
In 1905 the Home platted a ten acre addition to the city for the establishment of 
a residential neighborhood. The $650 lots were sold and the Cook Home underwrote 
the sales with loans to the buyers for the erection of houses.
The Home prospered through the 1920 f s until in 1932 endowment income and monthly 
income failed to cover expenses. From 1932 until 1939 the Home received assistance

SOURCES 
"The Will and Codicil Thereto, Clarissa C. Cook,"
Circuit Court of Iowa for Scott County, June, 1877. 

Clarissa C. Cook's Home, Minutes, 1880-1960. 
Interviews, Fern Paper, former Secretary to Clarissa

C. Cook Home, February and March, 1981.

from the City and County 
governments to continue oper 
ation. Additional difficulty 
came in 1942-44 because of t 
difficulty of retaining 
employees because of the war
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION Pt of the NE/4 Sec 33 and pt of Sec 34-78-3 
Tract N of Claussen St W of Pine St, S of 
First St and E of West Park Add and Ficke's 
Hancock Ave Add (exc pt exempt)
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Statement continued.
Cook home in 1901, photo from Picturegue Tri-Cities


