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1. Name of Property
historic name PROVINCETOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT
other names/site number

2. Location

dregt & number  MULTIPLE (SEE DISTRICT DATA SHEET PAHKS 1-1 76) not for publication
city, town PROVINCETOWN vicinity
date MASSACHUSETTS code 027 county BARNSTART.F. code zip code 02657
3. Claaaiflcation
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
nn private I I building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
H public-local Cx] district 1,131 627 buildings
| I public-State | |Isite 25 38 sites
nn public-Federal | Istructure structures

| lobject j objects

1.164 666  Total

Name of " jAj~ multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register 5 *<;PP rontinuatiol
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In rpy opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Ddte
State Historic Preservation Officer Executive Director of Mass. Historical Connnission
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

rO'rTtered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.

| I determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.

| | determined not eligible for the
National Register.

| Iremoved from the National Register.
OotriB", (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC SI!IAE DWMELI NG
UMESTI U MULTI PLE DMELLI NG

GOMMERE BUSI NESS. STORES, FI SH SHES
GOBERNMENTT Cl VI C | NSTI TUTI ONS & SERVI CES
r.DCATTAN SCHOO.S
*gge continuation choot
7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

r OTONTAT, - GFARCTAN
R R R Rk Revi vaL
QOH C REVI VAL
*see continuation sheet

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The town of Provincet own,

stands, | sthe northernnost

PROA NCETOMN MASSACHUSETTS - H ST, DI ST.

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTI C SI NGLE D/MELLI NG
DOMESTI C MULTI PLE DVELLI NG

QOWERCE BUSI NESS. STGRES
GOVERNMENT: Cl VI C | NSTI TUTI ONS & SERM (K
EDUCATION SCH3OLS
1 i-ir-= u
*see continuation sheet
Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation BRI CK (GOMMIN), STONE (LESS FREQUENT)

vall's VD SH NGLE, A APBOARD
roof VD & ASPHALT SH NALES
Qher

I nwhich the Barnstable Historic District
community i nBarnstable County

and

occupies asite at thenorthern tip of Cape Cod at alatitude of 42
degrees 3 mnutes North and alongitude of 70 degree 9 m nutes

Vst .
m | es southeast by sea.
of the Town of Barnstable,
has a pernaner.t popul ation of 3,536

Thetown i s 120m | es sout heast _
Thetown i s30mles over water
t he county seat.

of Boston by |land and 55
_ northeast
Provincetown currently

(1980 census), themjority of

whomlive within the Provincetown Historic District.

Bounded on t he east by t he Town of Truro,

and south by Cape Cod Bay, the entire
town enconpasses an area approxi mately three andone-half

Atl antic Ccean andon t he west

by twomles w de.
majority i sapublic reserve,
Commonweal th of Massachusetts,
Seashor e.
Provi ncet own,

onthenorth by the

mles |ong

G thetown's 8.3 sguare mles of land t he vast
formerly the Province Lands of the
now par t
C theremaining 955acres of buildable landi n

the built-up portion of thetown covers approximtely,

of t he Cape Cod Nati onal

400 acres that extends fornearly 3mles along the shoreline of

Cape Cod Har bor
Bradford Streets.

Containing themajority of thebuilt-up portions of the town,

Provi ncetown Historic District covers

(a/k/a Provincetown Harbor) between Conmmerci al

and ,

t he
approxi mately 300 acres of

land divided into 1,241 separately owed parcels on which stand

1,231 contributing buildings (pre-1935), N
buil dings (post-1935 &altered beyond recognition);

non-contributing buildings areeither
garages (221) built
smal | one-storey guest
of original houselots.
district was devel oped prior t o 1910,
contributing building set at their

rental

street

627 non-contributing
themjority of

smal | service shedsand

after thedistrict's period of significance or
cottages . . .
Because of the density with whichthe

275) built i nthe backyards

nearI?/ all lots containa
ontages. I naddition,

lyjjSee continuation sheet
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1) First Universalist Church of Provincetown - 236 Commercial St .

2) Former Center Methodist Episcopal Church - 356 Commercial St .

3) Freeman's Wharf - 125 Commercial St .

4) Provincetown Public Library - 330 Conmercial St.

United States Post Office, Provincetown Branch - 217 Coiranercial St .
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the district possesses 673 sites, the malbority of which (38) are
non-contributing parking lots or vacant building lots; contribut
sites include cemeteries, 13 public landings &rights of V\ayi

ing
0
the waterfront and 9 sideyards tocontributing houses. C the
structures and 5 objects (nonuments) that exist in the district
only one does not contribute duetoitsrecent construction.
Intrusions are relatively rare and consi st of 13 one-storey
bui I dings that post-date 1935 and are of uncharacteristic scale,
materials andsetting.

The district is densely built with one andtwo-storey free-standing
houses, conmercial buildings, institutional buildings andservice
buil dings that date fromthe md-eighteenth tothe md-twentieth
century, buildings within the district are of either tinmber-frameor
bal | on-frame construction.

Nearly al |l architectural styles prevalent during the district's
two-century period of devel opment are present in vernacular or

anbi tious exanples scattered throughout the district wthout t he
patterns of segregation by |and-use and social class that are
evident i nother coastal comunities of this period, high-style,
architect-desin%ned buildings are rare. Thedistrict is dom nated by
vernacul ar tinber-frame cottages that are occassionally decorated at
their entries and w ndow surrounds with |ate Georgian or Federali st
style details; where such details are present, buildings have been
designated by the style of their ornaments. Equally domnant are a
| arge nunber of Greek Revival and |talianate style cottages,
including nmany buil dings which lack direct stylistic referenceto
the various Victorian sub-styles, but which possess deeply
projecting cornices, facade gables, w de corner boards and ot her
astylistic, vernacular houses, sheds and service buildings, the

maj or el ements of which are wood-frame construction, shingled
surrounds. A small nunber of anbitious exanples of t heCarpenter
Gothic, Second Enpire, Victorian Gothic, Queen Anne and Arts &
Crafts styles remain, although the district abounds in vernacular
exanpl es of these styles.

PCLI TI CAL DEVELCPMENT

In marked contrast toother coastal communities in Massachusetts
where a conpany of proprietors was chartered by the General Court

CONTI NUED
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(either of Plymouth or Massachusetts Bay) toestablish acomunity,
to grant land tosettlers i na series of planned divisions and to
determne theplan of t hecomunity, Provincetown grew out of the
seasonal occupation of itsterritory by fishermen andwas
corPorater established after settlement had begun. Visited by the
Maytlower 1 n1620 as i tsfirst landfall 1 n North America,
Provincetown initially stood within theboundaries interest i nthe
area for itsvaluable fisheries and ordered t he Governor of the
Colony t opurchase thetip of Cape God form it slndian inhabitants.
The first deed of this transfer was nade i n 1654 and suppl enent ed
by a confirmatory deed of 1679 i n which theland was "assigned for
Col oni es use of tishing Inprovenents" [sic.]. By 1668, the
territory (then known as Cape Cod) had been pl aced under t he
jurisdiction of the Constablew ck of Eastham

Following theloss of t hePlynouth Colony's charter and its

amal gamation with t he Massachusetts Bay Colony into t heProvince of
Massachusetts i n 1692, theterritory of Provincetown passed intothe
possession of t heProvince and became known as t he Provi nce Lands.

In 1714, t heGeneral Court voted tonmake thearea a district or
precinct of Truro (inc. 1709); i ndoing so, it recognized theright
of existing inhabitantst o occupy thearea, but required that they
mai ntain a preacher and that part of t hepreacher's support be
derived from fishermen who occupied t hearea seasonally. |t is not
known when pernmanent settlement was first acconplished; however,
inferences of late seventeenth century settlement have been nade
fromthefirst local IY recorded birth of an English child, Ephraim
Doane, i n1696. Finally, 1 n1727, thearea was incorporated asa
Provincetown. Subsequently, land at t hetown's east end was annexed
|ion 1313,' 1829 and 1836 after which thetow achieved its present
oundari es.

In creating a town government and recognizing theexisting

i nhabitants of Provincetown, theCeneral Court created a unique
situation by not granting ownership of |and on which thetown

stood. Instead, t heCourt recognized theright of the inhabitants
to occupy theland for t hegurpose of fishing and agriculture, but
reserved ownership of |and by adverse possession, as would have been
permtted el sewhere i nthestate. Finally, i n1892, the Ceneral
Court ordered t heTrustees of Public Reservation todraw up a plan
for thecare and supervisionof theProvince Lands. As part of this

CONTI NUED
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plan, a distinction was nade between the unoccupied area of dune and
scrub forest that nmake up the majority of the town and the
relatively small built-up portions of the community. As adopted by
the Court in 1893, this plan finally allowed inhabitantsof the
built-up sections of the tow to claimtitle by adverse possession
to land which they occupi ed.

STREET PATTERN

Cccupying a curved site that follows the |ine of Cape Cod Harbor,
the Provincetown Historic District islaid out as a long, irregular
grid consisting of two principal east-west streets (Commercial &
Bradford Streets) connected by a series of side streets, |anes and
footpaths. Additional pockets of streets extend north of Bradford
Street inthe hollows forned by a low string of sand hills that

skirt the town, while south of Commrercial Street public |andings and
several wharves extend into the harbor. Despite the apparent
regularity of the town's plan, it isnot the product of a planned
settlement, but rather, developed around patterns of |and use.

During the eighteenth century and Prior to 1835 the Provincetown

Hi storic District possessed no public streets as nost transportation
was over water and along the exposed beach and tidal flats at the
harbor's edge. Nonet hel ess, a network of beaten footpaths existed
which provided the basis for nuch of the comunity's current street
plan. O an 1831 Mp of Provincetown, a dotted line at the water's
edge seens to indicate a path alon% the courses of nodern Commercia
Street between Freeman Street on the east and West Vine Street on

the west; the course of the path apparently included Conmrerci al
Street's right angle turn at Trenont Street, a featurewhich |ocal

tradition attributes to the unwillingness of a property owner to
nove a bU'|d'nE when the street was formally |aid out, but which
seened nore |ikely to have been a turn to avoid "Chip Hill" and

continue at the water's edge. Local tradition suggests that this
path served as a convenience for floor travel between the nany
famlial enclaves of houses that were scattered along the water's
edge and that overland transport was so infrequentlyused that, as
| ate as 1829, there was only one horse in the town.

In additionto Conmmercial Street, the 1831 Mp indicates several
paths |eading inland. The greatest concentration of these paths was
near the town center where paths corresponding to Prince and Carver

CONTI NUED
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Street |ed back to the sites of the first burial ground and meeting
house at the junction of Wnthrop and Carver Street. A third path
extended diagonally formthe sixth Town Landinﬁ (Good Tenpl ar
Street) to the first burial ground; however, this route does not
remain as part of the street network. Also indicated on the 1831
Mp as leading inland fromthe tow |andings are Gosnold Street (3rd
Town Landing), Freeman Street (2nd Town Landing) and Pearl| Street
and Baker/Avenue/Railroad Avenue (1st Town Landing). Local
tradition indicatesthat few houses were built back fromthe water's
edge, but that l[anes fromthe town |andings served fishflakes on the
back side of town.

In 1835, the Barnstable County Comm ssioners laid out Front Street
(now Commercial Street) usinﬂ portions of and existing footpath and
extendin% I t eastward throughout the length of the settlement.
pposed % sone citizens whose houses and storehouses fell in the
path of the street, this way becane the community's main street and,
within a few years of itsconpletion, nany buildings that had
previously been oriented toward the water were reportedly noved on
their lots and re-oriented toward the new street. |n addition, the
pl acenent on the street established a general pattern of |and use
with houses on the north side of the street that becane nore
pronounced with the subsequent devel opnent of nunerous wharves and
remai ned evident well into the twentieth century. In 1838, as a
result of the revenue surPIus distributed by the Jackson

Adm ni stration, Commercial Street was inproved by the construction
of a wooden plank sidewalk on itsnorth side, although the street
itself retained a sandy surface until the twentieth century, wheni t
was paved with asphalt.

Subsequent enl argenment of the town's street pattern occurred in

stages. At the west end, "Chip Hill" was reduced in height by
twenty-five feet and graded in 1805 to allow the installation of a
salt works. In 1853 the saltworks were abandoned and by 1858 the

first five blocks of Trenmont Street (Commercial Street to N ckerson
Street) were laid out partially built up; shortly after 1858,

Trenont Street was extended to itspresent length and street
crossing it were extended northward, creating a small grid. Despite
the area's sub-division for house lots within a relatively short
period, |ot sizes and street placement are somewhat irregular and
uncharacteristic of planned md-nineteenth century suburban

CONIN NLED
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subdivisions. In 1873, Bradford Street was laid out from N ckerson
Street at least as far east as Wley Street and, perha[)s, to
Al'lerton Street; near the center of town between Gosnold and Freenan
Streets, sections of an existing back street were incorporated into
the new street. Although the east end of Bradford Street was at
this time largely undevel oped, sidestreets and |anes connecting it
to Commercial Street were established (at |east on ﬁaper), creating
the present street pattern. Additional streets with evenly spaced,
rectangul ar houselots were projected north of Bradford Street in the
vicinity of Mller HiIl Road, however, this plan was only partially
realized during the twentieth century.

In addition to streets, the construction of wharves and a railroad
bed affected the town's plan, although little remains of these two
el ements. Wharves into the harbor began to be built around 1830 by
individuals and associations of merchants. By the 1850s, nore than
30 wharves had been constructed, and, by 1880, the town possessed 55
wharves of varying sizes. The majority of these extended out form
private pro%erty over the water behind the storehouses and
commercial buildings which they served. Wth the decline of
commercial fishing inthe early twentieth century, nearly al |l of the
wharves fell into disrepair; the majority have collapsed and renain
only as fragnmentary ruins, mainly wooden pilings. O the three
wharves that remain in active use, al |l date fromthe md-twentieth
century in their present fornms; however, the Minicipal Wiarf
occupies a site that was developed with a small wharf in 1849 and
subsequently extended in 1863 and 1873 to serve as the termnus for
the railroad and the steanmboat from Boston.

The construction of a railroad line to Provincetown in 1873 had a
limted effect on the town's plan. The railroad bed entered the
town along a curved right of way along the path of nodern Harry Kenp
Wy to Standish Street, where it crossed Bradford Street, extended
along Standish Street out to the Steanmboat Wiarf (now rebuilt as the
Munici pal Wharf). Railroad service remained active along this right
of way until 1940 when service was abandoned and tracks were renoved.

ARCH TECTURE

In general, the architectureof Provincetown is dom nated by
vernacular forns in all itsperiods of developnent. The exact

CONIN NLED
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dating of houses and commercial buildings is conplicated by several
factors that are different from other Massachusetts comunities,
specifically:

a. ) theextensive nunber of buildings that have been noved from
their original sites both during historic periods of devel opnent
and continuing tothepresent;

b.) thelack of local directories toidentify occupants of
properties during thenineteenth century and t hepreval ence of a
relatively small nunber of famly names (such as Nickerson,
Mayo, Dyer, Paine, etc.) that hinders theidentification of
i ndividual property owners from nineteenth-century atlases;

c. ) theconservatism of local architectural taste which retained
vernacul ar building plans, proportions, materials and details
over long periods of tine;

d. ) theextensive re-use and alteration of buildings, using sal vaged
building materials, duetotherelatively high expense of
obtaining new buildingmaterials.

For these reasons, buildings within thedistrict have been dated
based largely on visual evidence, confirmed as possible by atlases.
This method 1 s biased toward nere recent dates of construction for
bui | di ngs that have been enlarged i na manner that concealst he
earliest portions of their structures. Wth fewexceptions, dates
shoul d be regarded as aproxi mated and subject t o confirmation based
on closer individual examnation of any particular structure.

RESI DENTI AL ARCH TECTURE
Ti nber - Frane Vernacul ar 1746 - ca. 1840;

The Provincetown Historic District is especially significant forits
| arge nunber of tinber-frame houses, theoverwhelmng majority are
one and one-half storey cottages of vernacul ar design.
Representative of Cape Cod's distinct vernacular building tradition,
typical tinber-frame cottages possess a rectangular floor plan of
two rooms depth (occasionally enlarged by a side wing or rear ell)

GONINLED
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t hrough which a central chimey rises. Themjority of exanples
possess asymmetrical (three-quarter) facades conposed of a central
entry flanked by two wi ndows on one side of t heentry and one w ndow
on theother. A slightly smaller, but significant nunber of houses
possess full facades conposed of a center entry flanked by four

wi ndows on one side of it, arerelatively rare. Wile nost houses
of theperiod rest on masonry foundations generally of brickand
onl?/ rarely of stone, fewpossess full cellars; instead, local
building tradition enployed partial cellars consisting of bricks
laid up i nacircular plan, and adaptation t o strengthen cellar

wal | s against t heweight of novable sand that i s found throughout
Cape Cod, Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. |t is possible the
cellars or foundation walls have been added t oearlier structures,
as earli descriptionsof thevillage state that houses are"set up
on blocks or pile that thedriving sands nmay pass under them

ot herwi se they would be buried i nsand.”

(Massachusetts Magazine, March 1791, Vol. |11, pp. 149-152.)

Retaining characteristic eighteenth-century details, the Nickerson
House (72 Commercial Street - Photo. #1) i s by reputation the
Provincetown's ol dest house. The house consists of a rectangul ar
plan main house with a center chinmey and a | ater west wing; the
mai n house has a nearly symretrical facade conposed of a center
entry flanked by four wi ndows. Each gable possesses two full-size
doubl e-hung wi ndows flanked by two nearly square |ights set beneath
the Ilower slope of theroof. Details such asthe building's
nmoul ded wi ndow franmes that areset di rectIP/ into the main cornices,
and pilastered entry represent the nost el aborate Georgian details
found i nthedistrict. House of simlar plan and proportions
include 28 Commercial Street (ca. 1782; central chimey renoved), 54
Commercial Street (ca. 1790-1810), 82 & 84 Commercial Street (ca.
1797) t he Ki bbe Cook House (466 Commercial Street - pre-1820; main
entry renoved), theSarah Warf House. 522 Commercial Street
pre-1800), 6 | awStreet (ca. 1800), and 226 & 230 Bradford Street
ca 1790-1830 - Photo #3). Although altered in various ways that
include t herenoval of central chimeys (28 Commercial Street) and
the installation of md-nineteenth century tinmber-frame cottages by
their deep rectangular floorplans, fenestrationw th w ndow heads
set into thehouses' main cornices, and proportions that resenble
those of t heNickerson House. Variations of plan i n houses of this
type are rare; individual exanples exist of cottages with twn
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internal chimmeys (438 Commercial Street, ca. 1800-1830), however,
chimey placement i sthe only feature that distinguishes them from
other cottages of the period.

Three-quarter cottages are wi dely scattered throughout the district
and appear to be the domnant vernacular form of the |ate eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries. Identical to the full facade
cottages inall respects except facade fenestration, this typeis
represented by houses such as the Gilbert Spencer Cottage f18
Comrercial Street, ca. 1830); 4. 8 & 10 Atwood Avenue ( ca.

1800- 1830; 157 Commercial Street (ca. 1820 - Photo #2); 15 Carver
Street (ca. 1820); 1 Baker Avenue (ca. 1820); and 516 & 520
Conurercial Street (ca. 1790-1820). I n addition, a small nunber of
hal f cottages exist in scattered |locations, such as those at 426
Comrercial Street (ca. 1830; altered) and 10 Cudworth Street (ca.
1800- 1830).

Stylistic distinctions between buildings of this type are generally
linked to ornamental details, usually entry surrounds, boxed
cornices, and noul ded wi ndow trinmm ngs. Houses, such as 54
Commercial Street (Photo #4), display transitional late

Georgi an/ Federalist details inits pilastered entry and noul ded
cornice that extends across the house's gable ends, as does the
Wharf House (522 Commercial Street) with i t dentilled cornice,

encl osed entry porch and noul ded w ndow franmes. Typical Federali st
style details found on vernacul ar buildings consists of entries
franed bywﬁilasters that rise either to a full entablature or fluted
consol es wnich flank an arched transom such as those that exist at
1 Baker Avenue (Photo #2); 18. 60. 138 & 528 Commercial Street; and
4. 8 & 10 Atwood Avenue. Several houses such as 82 Conmerci al
Street also possess Federalist style cornices decoratedw th
flutings, however, such elenents are rare. |In general, tinber-frane
houses built inthe second quarter of the nineteenth century(ca.
1820-1840) display an increased stud height at the first storey
that, on the exterior, allows a w der space between w ndow heads and
the main cornice as i sevident at 28 Commercial Street.

In addition to tinmber-frame cottages, a nodest nunber of two-storey
tinmber-frame houses exist; however, nearly all of these post-date
1802 when there were only 2 tvvo-store?/ houses inthe town. Most
two-storey houses bear traces of sinple Federalist details, while
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none possesses high-style ornaments. Perhaps t henost anbitious
house of t heperiod is theFairbanks House. 90 Bradford Street with
its brick endwalls, |owhipped roof and symretrical center-entry
facade. Simlar houses constructed entirely of wood exist at 7
CGosnold Street. 174 Bradford Street. 3 Cook Street (ca. 1800-1840)
and 398 Conmercial Street (ca. 1820), while a half house of simlar
scale and quality exists at 7 Dyer Street (ca. 1800-1830). Sim|ar
in scale, theDeacon Ryder House (4 Wnslow Street, ca. 1772), t he
Red I nn (13 Commercial Street. 1805) and 396 Conmercial Street (ca.
1789) possess vernacular floorplans 1 n which thecentral chimey
rises through thecenter of a hi proof. Hgh style Federali st
details such as noul ded wi ndow caps and | ow-relief composition
ornanents do not exist within thedistrict.

Victorian Styles ca. 1840 - 1910

Continuing t hepattern established with tinber-frame architecture,
Provincetown's Victorian residential architecture is distinguished
nore by itsuniformty of scale, plan, and setting than byits
variety or t hepresence of high-style exanples. Anmbitious

i ndividual exanples exist for nost of themajor Victorian
architectural styles, however, thenost w despread el ements of
Victorian taste arethelocal taste for garbled facades, w de corner
boards, and deep boxed cornices. Derived fromthe G eek Revival and
Italianate styles, these features remained popular i nProvincetown

well into theearly twentieth century. This resulted i n the
construction of nunerous houses that are Victorian i nproportion and
general detail, but which lack stylistic references toparticular

Victorian styles such ast he Second Enﬁire and Victorian Gothic
st?/Ies; for conveni ence of reference, ouses of this sort are herein

called astylistic Victorian.

Houses of themd and | ate nineteenth century are scattered

t hroughout thedistrict, but with slightly greater concentration on
side streets, Bradford Street, "Chip Hill" (Trenont Street), and t he
east end of town. The rapid growth of Provincetown froml, 170

i nhabitants i n1830to 2,122 1 n 1840 and 3, 157 i n 1850 was fol | owed
by a period of stability between 1850 and 1865. Bet ween 1865 and
1890, local populations increased from 3,472 to 4,642. Since 1890,
local population has fluctuated between 3,500 and 4,000 residents,
exclusive of summer residents.
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G eek Revival ca. 1830 - 1870;

Believed to have been present as a style in Truro as early as ca.
1830 - 1835, the Geek Revival style seens |ikely to have been
introduced in Provincetown at aBproxi mately the same time, although
exanpl es of this date have not been identified. Corresponding to
the 1 ncreased wealth of sone of the town's provisioners, shipowners
and merchants, there i s greater variety inthe scale and
ornanentation of houses of this period than was found in the
previous period. The nost anbitious houses of the period are
represented by a group of two-storey houses with symretrical
center-entry facades surnounted by gables that contain an additional
one and one-half storeys. Sone houses of this type such as the Mo
House (572A Commercial Street, - ca. 1800, ca. 1840 - 1850) appear
to have been created by the addition of a high roof on a
pre-eX|st|n% two-storey house. Oher exanples such as the

Johnson/ Mat heson House (368 Commercial Street - ca. 1800-1840),
while |ate Federalist details intheir narrow corner boards and
moul ded corniceswithout a frieze, are distinctly Geek Revival in
the large scale of their pedinented facades. A fully developed
exanpl e of the type is 44 Conmercial Street (ca. 1840) with I s wde
corner pilasters, pedinmented facade, pilastered entry and
s?/rrmetncal facade. (ne variation on this tgpe exists inthe form
of two-storey houses with asymmetrical four-bay facades such as 6
Dyer Street (ca. 1850). Another variation consists of center entry
cottages on which a one and one-half storey gable rises steeply from
a one-storey base as nay be seen at 128 Commercial Street (ca. 1840
- 1860; Photo #6) and in cottages built at 9 & 11 Pleasant Street
(ca 1850; Photo. #7).

More traditional one and one-half storey cottages with central

chi nmmeys continued to be built, although their proportions were
modified to acconodate corner pilasters and deep boxed cornices wth
wide friezes of the Geek Revival Style. At the sane tine, chinmey
dinensions were greatly reduced with the introductionof stoves and
the significance of chimey |ocation within the floorplan was

di m ni shed. Typical cottages of this type are 59 & 521 Conmerci al
Street (ca. 1850). The Sylvanus Cook Cottage (474 Conmerci al
Street, ca. 1830-1850) provides an unusual exanple of this
traditional plan mxed with a sidehall floorplan. The GCook Cottage
possesses two finished facades, an asymmetrical center-entry facade
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facing Cook St_reetg and a gabled facade with a sidehall entry
facing Commercial Street). Both facades are trinmmed with
pilastered entries, corner pilasters and w de cornice.

Sidehal | cottages and two-storey houses are nunerous throughout the
district. Buildings such as 92 Bradford Street (c. 1850 - Photo #5)
and 570 Commercial Street (ca. 1850) with their gabled facades and
simple trimmngs are typical of the majority of sidehall houses and
cottages. A significant nunber of nore ambitious cottages of
simlar plan are scatteredthroughout the district; possessing
steeply pitched two-storey roofs that enclose both a second and
third storey, these cottaﬂes al so possess nore el aborate
ornanentation than other houses of the period, including lonic

Col ums (8 Carver Street, ca. 1850), bargeboards (122 Conmerci al
Street. ca. 1850) and pedinented facade gables (Dew tt House. 77
Bradford Street, ca. 1850). Sidehall plan houses, although I|ess
conmmon, are also scatteredthroughout the district and are best
represented by 212 Commercial Street (ca. 1850) in itspilastered
entry with sidelights, window trinmmngs with corner blocks and
interior panelled w ndow cases. Simlar exanples are 56 Conmerci al
Street (ca. 1850 - Photo. #3), 155 Commercial Street (ca.
1830-1840). 404 Commercial Street (ca. 1850) stands as the
district's only tenple front house, one that conbines a Geek
Revival style plan with Italianated style decoration atits
cornices, entry and railings.

Carpenter Gothic - ca. 1840 - 60;

Al t hough Gothic Revival style architecturenever achieved w de
Bopularity in Provincetown, elements of the style apﬁear on several
url dings. Perhaps the earliest domestic use of such elenents was
the use of lancet windows in the end gables of 403 Commercial Street
(ca. 1840), a building that is essential I% | ate Federalist
vernacular in style. Later exanples of the style are best
represented by the nearly identical Joshua Paine & EM Smth
Cottages (15 & 17 Trenont Street, 1855-58 - Photo. #8), and the C
Cook Cottage (180 Bradford Street, ca. 1860). All three have
sidehall floorplans, steeply pitched two-storey roofs and

boar d- and- batten siding, although none have Gothic ornanents.
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Italianate - ca. 1850-80 & Astylistic Victorian - ca. 1850-1900;

Italianate style houses within the district tend, at their nost
ambitious, to be two-storey sidehall plan structuresw th gables
facades, bracketed cornices and (occassionally) bay w ndows. The
nost el aborate house of this style i sthe W Atkins House (160
Conmercial Street, ca. 1850-1858 - Photo. #9), a two-storey sidehal
plan building set with itsgables and entry front perpendicular to
the street. The street facade of the Atkins House, with its four
evenly spaced w ndows opening onto a terrace, itsdeep bracketed
cornice, and octagonal cupola, isunique inthe district. Mre
representative of Italianate style houses are the S. (Cook House (378
Comnmercial Street, ca. 1860 - 1870) and the "Sunset House" (142
Bradford Street, ca. 1880), both of which have rectangul ar ba%

wi ndows and deep cornices with brackets which extend around the
eaves and across the facade's gable. Cottages of simlar plan and
detail include 7 Johnson Street (ca. 1875) and 14 Bangs Street (ca.
1870-1880). Stripped of brackets, bay w ndows, and other details,
sidehall Iltalianate cottages and houses serve as the nodels for a

| arge nunber of cottages built into the early twentieth century;
designated as astylistic Victorian inthe attached data sheets,
typical exanples of the type exist at 7. 9. 11. 15 & 17 Conant
Street (1870-1900).

Second Enpire - ca. 1865-1890;

As with gothic Revival, the second Enpire Style i s not wdely
represented in Provincetown, although several individually
noteworthy exanples exist. Unquestionably the nost anbitious house
of the style i sthe Beniam n Lancy House (230 Commercial Street,
1874). Nw obscured by a one-storey commercial addition and nodern
siding, the symretry of the original design, the house's rusticated
facade, central tower/cupola with cresting, arched w ndows,

bracketed cornice and convexly bowed mansard roof are visible above
the addition and remain as evidence of the building's inposing
design. At a sonmewhat smaller scale, the former Methodist Parsonage
(4 Center Street, ca. 1870; Photo. # 10 has a sidehall floorplan and
retains characteristic details in itsarched wi ndows, bracketed
cornice and mansard roof wi th decorated dornmners.
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addition of a full second storey decorated with ornanental shingling
as 15 Center Street, ca. 1850-70 & ca. 1890 - 1900, and i n nany
sinple summer cottages in the East end of town, such as 645 & 647
Commercial Street (ca. 1900 - Photo #11).

Arts & Crafts - ca. 1910 - 1940;

Nunerous cottages throughout the district, especially at the town's
east end and north of Bradford Street in the vicinit?/ of Mller
Hill, bear elements of Arts & Crafts design, especially bungal ow
plans. Essentially identical bungal ows exist at 650 & 652
Commercial Street (ca. 1907 - Photo. #11); both buildings are one
storey high, enclosed by a hip roof that extends over a verandah at
the facade. Their details include-shingledexteriors, squat posts
supporting the roof at the porch, and central dornmers. O her
bungal ows encl osed by pitched roofs with central dornmers and facade
verandahs include 175 Bradford Street (ca. 1920 - 1930) and 17 & 21
Brewster Street (ca. 1910 - 1930).

| NSTI TUTI ONAL ARCH TECTURE
Gover nnental Buil di ngs; "e A

Governmental buil dings date fromthe md-nineteenth to the
early-twentieth century and are |loosely grouped in the centra
portion of the community, with the exception of firehouses that are
spaced evenly throughout the length of the town. The majority of
public buildings are sinple wood-frame structures of a scale that
resembl es surrounding donestic and commercial buil dings, however,
several major buildings domnate their neighborhoods by their |arge
scale and setting.

Built in 1885 to replace the previous Italianate style town hall
that stood on H gh Pole Hill near the present site of the Pilgrims
Monunent, the Provincetown Town Hall (260 Commercial Street - Photo.
#17) occupies a site that was donated to the town and cleared of
its original houses in order to provide an opening setting for what
was intended to be the comunity's nost inposing publicbuilding.
De5|%ned by John A Fox of Boston, the Queen Anne style town hall is
notable for itsvaried sash, projectingornamental gables, paired
pilasters, high hip roof and copper-clad clock tower which rises
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center. O the one-storey wood-frame school buildingsthat this
district once possessed, only the former Bradford School (46
Bradford Street, ca. 1930) retains itsoriginal design, consisting
of a pedimented central pavilion flanked symmetrically by batteries
of |dou3| e-htljng wi ndows and decorated with sinple Col oni al Revival
style details.

In the early nineteenth century, the town governnent nade provisions
for the indigent by maintaining an al nshouse in a converted
single-famly house. In 1833 and al nshouse was built, although
descriptions of itsplan and one and one-half storey height
indicated that it was essentially a tinber-franme cottage of donestic
scale. In response to crowded conditions at the al nshouse, the town
built a new al mshouse at 26 Alden Street in 1870. Retaining nuch of
its original plan, the forner alnshouse i s a two-storey wood-frame
structure of sinﬁle Victorian design that has a synunetrical center
entry facade with evenly spaced windows reflecting the interior plan
of small cubicles opening onto a central hall. Details consist of
narrow corner boards and a boxed cornice, although it i spossible
that nodern alterations to the main entry and the addition of wooden
shingles have elimnated sone Victorian ornamental details.

Anong the earliest remaining civic buildings are firehouses that
exist inwdely spaced |ocations throughout the community. Although
fire-fighting conpanies had been organlzed prior to 1836, dates of
construction of firehouses (also |abelled on maps as Engi ne Houses)
are not nmentioned in local histories. By 1858, at least tw fire
houses had been built on the water side of Commercial Street.
these two 351 Commercial Street (ca. 1850-1858) renains innearly
original condition; the buildingis a tw-storey wood-frame
structure with a rectangul ar roorﬁI an and gabled facade of two-bays
width. The facade's first storey has w de double doors that
originally provided carriage access, while the second storey
possesses two evenly spaced wi ndows. Trinm ngs consist of w de
corner boards, a deep boxed cornice and clapboard-covered

el evations. Nearly identical inplan to this early fire house are
five later firehouses ﬁ4 Johnson Street and 117. 189. 257 & 514
Conmercial Street), all of which were built between 1870 and 1885.
Typical of these firehouses i s 514 Commercial Street (Photo. 18; ca.
1870-1885) with it ssquare cupol a/bell tower, boxed cornice and w de
frieze, and bracketed lintel extending across the former carriage
entry at the first storey of the facade.
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Private Institutions;

Built by private subscriptionas a nmenorial to the landing of the
Mayfl ower in Provincetown Harbor prior to itslanding in Plynouth,
the Pilgrims' Monument (Hgh Pole Hill Road. 1907, - Photos. # 17 &
19) i s Provincetown's nost notable public structure. Modelled after
medi eval Italian campaniles and constructed of rock-faced granite,
the tower rises fromthe peak of H gh Pole Hill on a site formerly
occupied by the town hall (1851 - 1877). The tower's height nakes
its visible fromcommunities as distant as Sandw ch and Pl ynout h.
Since itsconpletion in 1910, the structure has been the dom nant
element in allviews of Provincetown.

The largest group of institutional buildings withinthe district is
church buildings, of which six remain. The oldest of these sixis
the fornmer First Congregational Meetinghouse. (258 Conmmerci al
Street; 1843, Photo. # 17), now a novie theatre, which was built in
1843 using portions of the frame of the congregation's Third
Meet i nghouse (1792 - 1793) that had originally stood near
Shankpainter Road. As originally constructed, this building was a
simple Greek Revival style structurewith a gabled facade, corner
pilasters, and a pitched roof with deep boxed cornices. |n 1874,
the building was remodelled (and perhaps raised one storey) by the
addition of a spire (since renoved) and sinple Italianate style
brackets at the cornice and w ndow frames. Although subsequentIY
clonverted to a theatre, the building retains nmany of itsorigina

el enent s.

Built shortly after the First Congregational Meetinghouse™ the
Universalist Meetinghouse (236 Commercial Street, 1847 -
individually listed in the National Register of Historic places) is
an exceptional exanple of Geek Revival Architecture. The building
is rectangular inplan, with a tw stage tower and |antern rising
fromthe south end of itspitched roof. The facade i s conposed of a
center entry with panelled double door flanked by oversized w ndows,
all set in splayed frames. The lanternistrinmred with lonic
columms standing in antis, while acroteria decorate the corner of
the lantern's roof. Building records indicate that the commttee
charged with selecting a design for the building was authorized to
send one of itsnmenbers to Boston to procure drafts "of the nost
nodern style of church buildings" for exam nation by the commttee.
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Based on this exam nation, the conmttee authorized the preparations
of plans for the present building, simlar to a neetinghouse in Fall
River (perhaps the First Methodist Church of 1844).

The fornmer Center Methodi st Church (356 Conmercial Street; 1860 -
individually listed inthe National Register of Historic Places)
now convertedto use as a nuseum remalns as one of Provincetown's
nost sophisticated exanples of Victorian architecture. Built of
wood i nthe Italianate style, the building rises froma rusticated
base to matched boarding at the upper storey and a wi dth that
contains three arched openings at the first storey, above which the
second storey i sdivided into three bays bﬁ lonic pilasters. At the
head of the pavilion's second storey i s a balustrade from which an
octagonal tower rises intw stages with arched openings at each
face. Originally the tower was capped by a spire that has since
been renoved. Sidewalls of the building have evenly spaced arched
wi ndows at both the first and second storeys.

Ot her church buildings include St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church (11
Prince Street, 1874, later alterations;- Photo. #20), asinple
Italianate style building with paired arched windows and |ittle

ot her ornanentation; the Episcopal Church of St. Mary of the Harbor
éﬁﬁ_ Commercial Street; 1936), a sinple shingled structure reputedly
esigned and built by a group of local artists; and a forner
Christian Science Church, now a residence (418-418A Commercia
Street, ca. 1910-1930), a one-storey Colonial Revival style church.

In addition to churches, Provincetown has several buildings that
were built for local fraternal organizations. The ol dest of these
is the former King Hrams Masonic Lodge (119 Bradford Street, 1797,
ca. 1865). A two-storey structure with a low hip roof, this
building was originally designed, as many Federalist period acadeny
bui | dings were, to contain a classroomat the first storey and a
Masonic neeting hall at the upper storey. Altered by its conversion
to a residence inthe md-nineteenthcentury, the bullding seens
likely originally to have had slightly different fenestration with
entries and stairwells set at one end rather that toward the mddle
of the building. 1n 1865, the first nmasonic |odge building was
replaced by a two-storey Second Enpire Style structure at 222
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Comrerci al Street

Anot her |odge buil ding stands at the northwest corner of Bradford
and Wnsl ow Street 898 Bradford Street; 1832), the Independent O der
of Qid Fellows Building (Photo #5 - oblique view at left) stands on
the site of the "Village Hall" which was built by public
subscription to a stock conpany in 1832. |n 1846, the |OCF
ﬁurchased the building and converted it supper floor to a neeting
all. Subsequently, between 1880 and 1907, the original building on
this site was either demolished or enlarged to create the present
Queen Anne style structure.

Commercial & Industrial Architecture

Unlike most comunities on the mainland of Massachusetts where the
growth of commerce, industry and |ocal population resulted in the
construction of increasingly specialized commercial and industrial
bui | dings during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,

Provi ncetown has possessed a |ess specialized stock of conmmerci al
bui I di ngs throughout i tshistory. Lacking water power and
conveni ent access to fuel supplies for the production of steam
power, the community experienced no industrial devel opment. The few
I ndustrial ventures that have been attenpted, such as the
manufacture of shirts (ca. 1890), have been |abor-intensive,
short-lived and failed to produce any specialized industria
bui l dings. The nineteenth-century production of dried fish and sea
salt required specialized structures inthe formof fish flakes
(frames on which fish could be spread and covered with tarpaulins)
and windmlls to punp sea water Into wooden franes containing drying
trays, none of these structures remain, although they once covered
extensive acreage on the back |ots behind Comrercial and Bradford
Streets. [The extent of these structures isindicated on a chart of
Provi ncetown Harbor prepared bY the US Engineers' Departnent,
dated January 18, 1838.? Simlarly, of the nore than fifty-five
wharves built out into the harbor on wood pilings between ca. 1830
and the 1880s, none remain except in small fragnents as the
foundations of buildings on the south side of Commercial Street with
the exception of Freeman's Wiarf (125 Conmercial Street

individually listed inthe National Register of Historic Places).

For the nost part, comrercial buildingswithinthe District fal
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into several categories, namely commercial/retail buildings,

hotel s/guest cottages, workshops and storehouses. As with other

buildings in the District, the overwhelmng majority of commerci al
buil dings are of wood-frame construction, one or tw storeys high,
wi th gabled roofs and mnimal ornanental detail.

Commercial / Retail Buildings;

0 the District's many commrercial buildings, the nost numerous and
wel | preserved are itsmany retail buildings. Exanples range in
scale from one-storey, one-room or apartments at the upper storey.
The earliest comercial buildings that retain their original
appearances date fromca. 1840 with significant |ater exanples
dating fromthe early twentieth century.

Anong the architecturallynost significant of the small-scale
commercial buildings is a one-storey building at 6 Wley Street (ca.
1840 - 1850, altered ca. 1900, noved m d-20th century). Apparently
nmoved to itspresent site, this building possesses a rectangular
floorplan that termnates in a pedimented facade (east elevation)
framed by pilasters within which are a four-light display w ndow and
repl acement door; alterations to the facade consist of the addition
of decorative shingling in the pedinent and the current door (ca.
1900). 7QA Commercial Street (ca. 1845) preserves a simlar
structure attached to the northwest corner and, perhaps, built as an
office, this structure has sinple Geek Revival style detailsinits
gabl ed facade, boxed cornice, corner pilasters and noul ded w ndow
trimmngs. Commercial buildings of simlar scale, but varied
details, exist at 338 Commercial Street (Geek Revival details, ca.
1850), 130 Commercial Street (Geek Revival style elenents, ca.

1900) and 322A Commercial Street (astylistic Victorian
board-and-batten siding, ca. 1870 1800). More fully Victorian
exanples of this type exist at 444 & 512 Conmercial Street (ca. 1880
& ca. 1870), both of which possess gabled facades with
center-entries flanked by display wi ndows that are protected by
wooden awni ngs set on brackets.

More | avish one-storey storefronts were built in the early twentieth

century with variations of classically inspired ornamentation.

these, the nost elaborate exanple is 267 Commercial Street (ca. 1900
Photo. #14) with its symmetrical facade, original storefront with
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a multi-light transom classical cornice with acanthus modillions
and decorated parapet. Simlar i nscale, but |acking elaborate
ornanentation the B H er & Co. Store (173 Commercial Street, ca.
1915); franed by panelled pilasters and a panelled parapet,i s
especially noteworthy for the retention of itsoriginal storefront
with complexly angled display windows and paired entries.

VWi le t hecentral part of Provincetown contains the |argest
concentration of two-storey comercial buildings, sonme of the best
and |east altered exanples exist toward the East and Wst Ends of

the town. Characteristic of the |largest nunber of two-storey
commercial buildings are theformer J. Nickerson Store (93

Conmercial Street, ca. 1870) andtheltalianatestyle former H &S
Cook & Co. Store (491 Commercial Street, ca. 1860 - 1870? bot h of

whi ch possess gabled facades of three bay's width with tirst-storey
storefronts that are separated from upper storeys by a bracketed
cornice that extends across doors flanked by display w ndow conposed
of multiple lights. GQnanents at the upper storeys are restricted
to brackets at thecornice. Simliar instyle but of slightly

| arger scale is theforner head of the Market Warf (197-199
Conmercial Street, 1845 ~ca. 1873), known during the |ate nineteenth
century astheclothing store of John L. Rich. Built i n1845as a
provision store for ships sailing fromthe Market Warf which
extended out over the harbor di rectlgl behind the building, this
structure has a four-bay gabled facade that has been enlarged by t he
addition of a one-bay entry porch at itseast end. As altered

around the 1873, the building retains two storefronts which are
entered by two sets of panelled wooden doors flanked by display

w ndows of nine |ights each. A bracketed cornice extends acrossthe
head of t hestorefronts, above which, trinmm ngs consist of sinple
corner board and a boxed cornice that nmay date fromthe ori ?i nal
period of construction; a simlar nineteenth century storefront
remains at 259 - 263 Conmercial Street (ca. 1870-80; Photo #14).

Later conmercial buildings, constructed and/or renodelled well into
the twentieth century, follow the pattern of three-bay, gabled
facades. T%pical of the nost elaborate of such later exanples are
the forner bank building at 290 Conmercial Street (ca. 1910-1920)
with itspilastered upper storey, ﬁedi mented gable and symmetri cal
storefront framed by brick piers that support a wide frieze and
cornice, and 274 Commercial Street (ca. 1870, 1930; - Photo #15).
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Hot el s/ Guest Cottages;

Due to the transient residence of some of the mariners associ ated
with Provincetown's fisheries and whaling, hotels that provide both
overnight and |onger-term Iodgi ng have existed in the community |ong
before summer visitors arrived inthe late nineteenth century. «
the several early hotels that remain, the Atlantic House (fornerly
the Uni on House, 6 Masonic Place, ca. 1798, 1812, md 20th century;
Photo #13) and the Pilgrim House (336 Commercial Street, ca. 1800,
1847, ca. 1870-1890) are the earliest. Both buildings share the
sane domestic formin their five-bay center entry facades that are
surnmounted by one and one-half storey pedinented gables. O the
two, the Atlantic House (now used as a bar) preserves inportant
elements of itsoriginal Federalist design in itsnoulded cornice
and |ancet w ndow at the facade gable. A view of this building,
Bu_bh_shed inthe 1886 Directory of Provincetown, shows the
uilding's main entry on the south side of the building where a
two-storey porch extended the length of the structure; it i sunclear
whet her this view i s an accurate representationof the buil ding or
merely a standardized illustration. Mre thouroughly renmpdelled in
the greek Revival style, the Pilgrim House possesses panelled corner
B|!as_ters that support the main cornice. As renovated in 1847, the
uilding also possessed an open one-storey porch across its facade;
however, this feature has been renoved in the twentieth century.

Later hotel buildings are less donmestic in scale, perhaps reflecting
the presence of summer visitors rather that conmercial |odgers.

Built between 1840 and 1860 - for use as a public hall. Ccean Hal

was converted to the Central House (243-249 Comnmercial Street; ca.
1840-1900)in 1868 when it was enlarged to becone Provincetown's

| argest hotel. Based on historic photographs and remaining elements
of the building' s original design, the structure was originally two
storeys high with a pitched roof that termnated in a pedinent at
the north end facing Commercial Street and a gable at the end facing
the water. The facade seens to have contained four closely-spaced,
oversized wi ndows at both storeys, as well as a two storey porch
supported by two tiers of Doric colums rather than the current
two-storey piers. The south end of the buildings also had a
one-storey verandah with an gren second storey that provided guest
with views of the harbor. Emarged again in the late 19th century,
the building now has a third storey contained beneath a shingled
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mansard roof. O simlar scale and period, but less well docunented
regarding itsoriginal appearance, the G fford House (9 Carver
Street; 1858) was built for Moses gifford in the southern half of
the present three-storey structure, the earliest portions of the
hotel bear Geek Revival style details intheir panelled corner
g||asters; however, this section of the building appears to have
een extensively renmodelled around 1910 when the northern half of
the building was constructed ina simplified version of the Col oni al
revival style.

In addition to these four major nineteenth-century hotels,
Provincetown possesses nunerous small inns and guest houses that
have been created by the conversion of forner residences. For the
most part, these buildings retain the appearance of their original
donestic designs, nodified by the addition of a mansard roof such as
that at the Figurehead House (476 Commercial Street, ca. 1820 & ca.
1880), and nore frequently by the enlargement of former service
ells. Although cottage col onies becane a popular form of sumer

| odgi ng throughout much of Cape Cod during the early twentieth
century, the density of exist|ng bui | di ngs wi thin Provincetown seens
to have |imted these sorts of buildings to the periphery of the
town, near Truro, with the notable exception of Delft Haven (5
Commercial Street; 1930). Conposed of a group of one-storey
cottages arran?ed synunetrically about a central lawn, each of the
cottages at Delft Haven possesses Col oni al Revival style details
that 1nclude panelled entries, multi-pane sashes, over-sizedbrick
chi meys and shal | ow overhanging gables.

Wor kshops/ St or ehouses;

unin% the nineteenth centurY, | arge nunbers of one and two-storey
wood-franme structuresof utilitarian design with shingled walls and
roofs were built to serve local fisheries. In general, the mgjority
of these buildings stood near wharves where they served as fish
houses, blacksmth shops, oil factories (whale & cod oils), boat
houses, paint shops, packing sheds, coal sheds, |unber sheds and
storehouses for a variety of supplies. Wiile a |arge nunber of
these structuresremain, nearly al | have been converted to
commercial or residential uses. Those that retain the majority of
their original designs include the forner Lewis & Brown Wharf (rear
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227 Commercial Street; ca. 1850-1880), two forner Boat Houses at the
head of Captain Jack's Wiarf (73 /2 Conmercial Street, pre-1870), a
former blacksmth shop 467 Commercial Street (pre-1870), and
sections of the structure that nmake up Know es/Bull Ring Warf
(381-383 Commercial Street. 19th c. - Photo. #16).

Artists' Studios;

Al though artists' studios exist throughout Provincetown in |arge
nunbers, they do not forma uniform buildin t%/pe. St udi os of
widely varied scale exist in former barns, ftish houses and sheds as
wel |l as inrear wngs of houses and as free-standin%structures
built solely as studios. \While rran%/ were built by the artists that
occupied them a large nunber were built on specul ationas sunmer
rental properties. Dating nmostly fromthe very late nineteenth
century and the first halt of the twentieth century (especially 1900
- 19303/, studi os share a single common feature in their large lights
that generally face north for constanc% of lighting. Anong the

ol dest buildings used as studios are the former E. Anbrose \Wbster
Studio (180 Bradford Street; ca. 1900); built imrediately next to
the Gothic Revival style cottage which Wbster purchased, the studio
mmes sone of the cottage's details initssteep gable,
board-and-batten siding and |ancet w ndow. Oher studios include a
former barn occupied by Franz Kline after 1925 (16 Mechanic Street),
the fornmer workshop of Sol Dyer Nickerson that was converted to a
studio for Colton Waugh (72A Commercial Street; pre-1850, ca. 1930),
the Frederick WVugh/ Hans Hofnan Studio in the rear wing of 76
Commercial Street (ca. 1820-1840, ca. 1928) and the studi o of

Paul ine Pal mer (5 Webster Place, ca. 1850 - 1870, ca. 191521.
Mul tiple unit rental studios began to exist in 1913 with the
establishment of the Vinton Studios (385 Conmercial Street) where
existing buildingswere converted to studios that rented for $50-60
per season. Oher larger, group studios were established in the
vicinity of Brewster and Pearl Street north of Bradford Street where
a former |unber yard and barn were converted to F. A Day's Studio
in 1914 (240Pear!| Streett and Euler Studios was established by
Reeves Euler (4 Brewster Street, ca. 1920).
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PR CR | NDI VI DUAL NATI ONAL REG STER PROPERTIES WTH N THE DI STRI CT;

Wthin the boundaries of the Provincetown Historic District, five
properties have previously been |isted individually in the National
Register of Historic Places; these are;

s ) First Universalist Church of Provincetown (236 Conmerci al
treet
s ) Former Center Methodist Episcopal Church (35 Commerci al
treet
Freeman's Wharf (125 Commercial Street)
Provi ncetown Public Library (330 Commercial Street)
United State Post Office - Provincetown Branch (217
Commercial Street)

Archaeol ogi cal  Description

VWhile no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district,
or inthe towl, sites my be present. Locationally favorable
attributes are present, including the district's close proximty to
Provi ncetown Harbor, well drained soils and fresh water wetlands
along nuch of the district's interior boundary, which indicate
potential for native subsistence and settlement in this area. Late
Archaic period sites are the earliest Potential sites likely to be
found, as Provincetown was not yet geologically formed during
earlier periods. Native settlements and transportation routes nay
have focused on the harbor area where the district is located.

Hi storic period devel opnent has probably had an inpact on native
sites in the area.

A high potential exists for locating historic period archaeological
resources within the district. Contact period native trails and
settlements are likely present as well as canps and fishin% stations
of explorers and fishernmen who frequented this area from the

si xteenth through seventeenth centuries. Structural survivals of
Col oni al Period hones Iikel?/ survive in the district since few if
any of these hones are still extant and nost were originally built
in the harbor/district area. Only three hones were reported b

1755, twenty by 1775. Structural survivals my also survive of the
town's first meetinghouse, ca. 1717, thought to have been built in
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the vicinity of the First Burial Gound near Court and Wntrop
Streets. Survivals may also exist of the town's second
meet i nghouse, ca. 1773, apparently built at the same site as the
first. Archaeological survivals of eighteenth and nineteenth
century structure are probably nore conmon in the district, as are
structures still extant. Mst survivals are residential remins,
though institutional andindustrial remains are also probably
common. Potential institutional survivals include two Methodi st
Meet i nghouses (1843), a Masonic Lodge (1797), and possibly a hone
for the poor (1806). Industrial remains associated with
Provisionin and processing catches from fishing vessels are also

I kely in the district. Structural remains |ikely exist from houses
where fish were deposited, snoke houses, vessel shops and barns.
Wiarf remains also probably exist dating toca. 1830 o0r earlier,
possibly filled i n or incorporated into later wharves. O her

ni neteenth century historic archaeological survivals which nmay exist
within the district include the remains of salt works and windmlls,
one of which is reported at the site of PilgrimMnunent.
Occupational-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) also
likely exist associated with residential, institutional, and
industrial/commercial structures listed above. Simlar features
exist in association with |ate eighteenth through nineteenth century
structures still extant in the district.

o Jt
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8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

X~ nationally fx| statewide [X\locally

Applicable National Register Criteria  { X} A [X]CI lo

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |A 1xiB | |C I lo | |E | |[F | 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCH TECTURE 1700- 1783 1727

LI TERATURE 1783- 1812

PERFGRM NG ARTS 1813- 1900

MARI TI ME H STCR' Y 1900- 1935

GOMMN TY PLANN NG AND CEVE CGPMENT Qultural Afiliation

COMMVERCE - TRANF RIA

I NDUSTRY; FI SH NG
ETHN C HER TAGE B.ROPEAN & NATI VE AMER CAN

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Provincetown National Register District Eossesses integrity of
location, design, setting, materials and workmanship aswell as
historical associationw th thecomunity's maritime and artistic
devel opment. Established i nthemd-eighteenth century,
Provincetown has possessed regionally important fisheries throughout
its history, even though their major inportance was achieved i n the
last quarter of theeighteenth andthefirst three quarters of the
nineteenth centuries. | naddition, thecommunity's |ocation,
surrounded bythesea at theti pof Cape Codprovided i twithan
anbi ance that attracted summer visitors i nthelate nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, including anationally significant lqroupof
visual artists andwriters. TheDistrict conprises nearly all of
the built-up portions of t hecomunity which had achieved its

resent extent by approximately 1880. Lacking nany Iarge scal e and
i gh-style buildings, thecharacter of theDistrict i sdefinedby

| arge nunbers of timber-frame and Victorian style wood-frame
cottages, closely built along narrow streets, al lwithin sightof
the harbor. Although nmany buildings have been enlarged by the
addition of dormers, wings and storefornts, aspart of the
community's on-going tourist econony, thevast majority of buildings
preserve their eighteenth, nineteenth and early twentieth century
cores largely intact. Many buildings were reorientatedontheir
lots t oacconodate t helocation of theroad as well. For these
af;sociations, theDistrict neets criteria A &Cand exception B of
the National Register of Historic Places.

*to.,

[xiSee continuation sheet
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GaN\ERAL H STCRY
Initial Settlement - ca. 1700-1783;

Throughout its devel opment, Provincetown's geographical isolationat
the t|ﬁ of Cape Cod, its possession of anexceptionally sheltered,

| arge harbor andits |location onland conposed of unstable, shifting
sands have provided the community with a history that i s uniquein
Massachusetts. Jutting out into the Atlantic Ccean near highly
productive fishing grounds, Provincetown Harbor (also known as Cape
God Harbor) attracted the attention of early explorers and European
fishermen who sailed to North Arerica prior to the settlement of New
Engl and. A coastal survey of North America by John Verrazano in
1524 i s believed to providethe first positive identificationof
Cape Cod by Europeans (Deyo: 951); on subsequent sixteenth-century
navi gational charts the area was indicated as a sandy cape. | n
1602, Bartholomew Cosnold, the first Englishman to record avisitto
the area, gave the nane Cape Codto the area immediately northof

the Truro highlands (containing sections of North Truro and
Provincetown) duet o the abundance of codfish i nthesurrounding
waters. Subsequent explores who are known t o have visited the area
of Provincetown include Martin Pring (1603) who observed no

i nhabitants, Sanuel de Chanplain (1605), John Smth (1614) who noted
the presence of the "Pawret" |Indians as inhabitants, Edward Brawnde
(1616) and Thonmas Dermer (1619). | n addition to explorers, i t is
l'ikely that fishermenused the area as a source of fresh water, fuel
and safe anchorage, as di d nenbers of John Smth's group, whoi n
1614, under the charge of a Captain Hunt, remained to prepare dried
fish for shipment to Spain (Deyo: 953-955); inoneofthe few
recorded contacts with native inhabitants. Hunt i scredited with the
ensl avenent of twenty-seven Pawnret |ndians.

In 1620, the area of Provincetown was visited by the Plynouth
Colonoy Pilgrims after their trans-Atlantic voyage inthe

Mayfl ower. During the period i nwhich the Maytlower was anchored in
Provincetown Harbor, fresh water was obtained fromthe various ponds
in the lowhills behind Provincetown, fuel wood was taken fromthe
forests that then covered much of the |andscape, various sites
around Cape Cod Bay were explored for potential settlement and the
Mayf | ower Conpact was signed - events which have been commrenorated
in the twentieth century by the construction of the Pilgrims'
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Monunent (H gh Pole Hill Road; 1907; - Photo #19) and the Mayfl ower
Conpact Monunent (106 Bradford Street, 1921 - Photo #19). Al though
the group soon noved on to Plynouth, [eaving Cape cod unoccupied,
the newy fornmed Plynouth Colony took an active interest in
regulating the rich fisheries of Cape Cod through taxation,
restriction on fishing during spawni n? seasons and the granting of
concession rights for various types of fishing (Deyo: 960). In
addition, the Colony's GCenera; Court sought to establish a clear
right of ownership to the land by obtaining confirmatory deeds from
the Pawret |ndians in 1654 and 1679.

During this same period, the Plynmouth Colony granted charters to
nunerous towns along the bay side of Cape cod as far as Eastham
Wiile Provincetown remained officially unoccupied, it seens to have
continued to have seasonal occupants. Evidence of [ess transient
occupancy of the area by English colonist post-dates the

amal gamati on of the Plynouth and Massachusetts Colonies in 1692 and
the consequent transfer of the tipof Cape Cod to the Province of
Massachusetts (for which it was renanmed the Province Lands). The
first locally recorded birth of an English Child (Ephraim Doane), in
1696, together with the subsequent recorded birth of Ezekial Gushing
(1698) i s taken by local historicans to indicate that sone pernanent
settlement had begun by 1700 (Deyo: 962; Smth: 247).

Lacking the customary charter fromthe general Court andits
attendant requirement to mamintain a mnister, early settlers were
essentially squatters on public |ands whose existence outside the
highly regul ated Puritan social structure was of concern to
surrounding communities and to the General Court. In 1714, the
Massachusetts General Court established the Province Lands as the
Precinct of Cape Cod to be adm nistered by the neighboring town of
Truro. Recognizing the physical danmage that had been done to the
| andscape by the loss of forests that once held the sand hill in
place, the Court prohibitedthe "cutting, barking or boxing" of
trees and bushes for turpentine, noting that the loss of this
protective foliage had freed sand to blow into and fill the harbor
At the sane time, the Court also recognized the existence of a
Pernanent popul ation, although it did not grant them ownership of
and and required that residents maintain a preacher to be paid 60
pounds per annumto be defrayed, in part, by charging the master of
ships anchored in the harbor a levy of 4 Pence per week for each
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crew nenber. |In 1717, the Court granted 150 Pounds toward the
construction of a nmeetinghouse that was to neasure 32' X 28 with an
interior gallery on three sides (Deyo: 965?]. The exact location of
the original neetinghouse i s unknown, although i t i scommonly
Relieved to have been inthe vicinity of the First Burial Gound
(Court & Wntrop Streets). Finally, in 1727, the General Court
passed an act by which Provi ncet own was incorPorat ed as a separate
town; however, the Court reserved ownership of all land on which the
town stood, creating a unique circunmstanceby which all residents
remai ned as squatters.

Throughout the eighteenth century, Provincetown experiencedw de
fluctuations of population, so nuch so that in 1790 i t was not ed
that: "This place, has been ina state of thriving and decayi ng nany
times." (Mass. Magazine: 149). As early as the 17/30s popul ation
began to decline fromthe levels that had warranted incorporation of
t he Eown. O February 19, 1739, the Boston Post Boy (Barber: 51)
not ed:

V¢ have advice from Province-Town of Cape Cod, that the whaling
season i snow over with them i nwhich there has been taken i n that
Harbor si x small whal es and one of a |arger size about si x foot
bone: beside which '"tis said two small whal es have been killed at
Sandwi ch, which i sall that has been done in that business inthe
whol e Bay. "Ti sadded, that seven or eight famlies in
Provi nce- Town, anong whomare the principal inhabitants, design to
renove fromthe place to Casco Bay i nspring of the year.

By 1748, local histories report that only three famlies and three
houses remained fromthe former community; however, the concern of
the General Court in 1744, for danage done to vegetation and the
harbor by turning cattle onto the beach suggests that there may have
been nore activity inthe area than i sinplied by the presence of
three famlies (Deyo: 965-966; Barber:49). Between 1755 and 1776,
the town reportedly grew to possess a population of 205 |ivi n? in 20
houses. During the Revolutionary Vér, Provincetown was |arge Y
abandoned by its inhabitants, as the community's isolation by |and
and dependence upon water transport nade i t especially vulnerablfe to
the British Navy which "whenever they pleased, entered the harbour,
and exacted those suPpI ies, which the inhabitants were able to
furnish.” (Mass. Collections: 202). Wth the close of the war in
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1783, Provincetown was re-occupi ed and began a rapid period of
devel opment from which nmuch of the present community dates.

Docunentary sources are anbi guous as to the degree to which existing
houses were destroyed or merely left unoccupied during the
comunity's several periods of decline. Several properties within
the district have strong traditions of pre-dating 1783; the nost
noteworthy of these i sthe Nickerson House (72 Conmercial Street,
attributed 1746; Photo #1) which i s believed to be the ol dest frane
house in Provincetown. The building's vernacular center-chimey,
tinmber-frame design i s conpatible wth a md-eighteenth century
construction date, as are the building's projecting w ndow franes
and Georgian style mouldings. Oher tinber-frame cottages of
simlar design exist scattered throughout the length of the

communi ty, corresponding to the tradition that ei ghteenth-century
settlement consisted of several clusters of houses owned by extended
famlies. Exanples include 28 Commercial Street (ca. 1782), the

Ki bbe Cook House (466 Conmercial Street, pre- 1820?, and the Sarah
Wiorf House (522 Commercial Street, pre-1800). Although full
two-storey houses were extremely rare prior to the second quarter of
the nineteenthcentury, the Deacon David Ryder House (4 Wnslow
Street) i sa center-chimmey tinmber frame house that i sbelieved to
have been built in 1772 on the site of the present Town Hall (260
Commercial Street).

Re-settl ement - 1783-1812: , -

with the conclusion of the RevolutionaryWr in 1783, Provincetown
was quickly re-occupied. Froma partially abandoned comunity in
the late 1770s, the town grew to 454 residents in 1790, 812
residents in 1800 and an estimated 946 in 1802 (Mass. Collections:
200) after which popul ation declined sli ?htly to 936 in 1810. The
prosperity that supported a growi ng popul ationwas based entirely
upon the catching and curing of fish, so nuch so that in 1802 i t was
noted that "The air [of Provincetown], thou%h naturally pure, is
rendered unpl easant by the fish flakes which surround the houses."
Enmpl oyi n? nore than f|ft{) seines, residents fished the harbor
seasonal [y for herring, bass and mackerel which were shipped to
Boston. I n addition, between 20 and 33 vessels (1790 & 1802) fished
for cod off the costs of Newfoundl and and Labrador, and i n the Bay
of Chal eur. By 1802, these ships, including four additional vessels
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that were owned jointly by residents of Provincetown and Boston

mer chants, enployed nore than "three hundred nen and boys; a quarter
of mhon1be|ong to other places [than Provincetown]". Additional
fishing included a small nunber of whales and sharks taken foroil,
and | obsters that were shipped to New York City as early as 1802
(Mass. Col | ections: 199-2005. I n 1801, this fleet caught 33,000
quintals of fish. During this period, Provincetown renained
entirely dependent upon nainland Massachusetts for nost other
supplies with which to outfit its ships, including fruit and produce
(Mass. Magazine: 149-151).

The prosperity continued until 1808-1812 when the Enbargo Acts and
the War of 1812 interrupted local fisheries (Deyo: 967) and put
Provi ncet own under the dom nation of the British Navy:

During the greater part of our |late war with Great Britain, it

[ Provincetown Harbor] was occupi ed by the eneny, wo kept a
strong squadron al nmost constantly stationed here, enabling him
not only to dictate the terns upon which its inhabitants were
permtted to exist, but also to cripple our comrerce and destroy
the property of our citizens..." (US. Congress, 2nd Session,
House Exec, Doc #121, p. 14)

During the period of re-settlement, the nunber of houses in

Provi ncetown increased form aFProxinater twenty inthe 1770s to 144
in 1802. New construction filled inthe gaps between the former
clusters of houses and defined rmuch of the comunity's current plan
by creating a linear village that extended al ong the harbor for
approximtely one and one-half mles:

The houses [of Provincetown] stand upon the inner side of the
hook of the Cape, fronting southeast, |ooking into the harbor.
They are small, one story high, and set up on blocks or piles
that the driving sands nay ﬁass under them otherwisethe%
woul d be buried in sand. The houses stand in ran?e upon t he
beach, the [fish] flakes on which they dry their fish are round
them (Mass. Magazine: 75).

More than two thirds of the dwelling houses are built close to

the harbour, a few stand back invallies [sic.]; but none of
them far fromthe shore. Tw of the houses only are two storeys
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in height. Mbst of these houses are new neat, painted and
wel |l -finished. (Mss. Collections: 200-201).

The architectural character of this period remains inthe district's
nany timber-frane cottages, such as the 3/4 cottages at 1 Baker
Avenue (photo #2) and 226 & 230 Bradford Street (Photo #3) as well
as the nunerous center entry cottages such as 54 Commercial Street
(ca. 1790; Photo #4) and 60 Conmercial Street. While the scale and
plan of cottages of this Period are essentially Ceorgian, many bear
Federalist style indetail inthe formof entries conposed of
pilasters or fluted brackets flanking a fanlight fl| Baker Avenue and
5 Pleasant Street) and decorated cornices (82 Commercial Street).
Tmo-storeﬁ houses are rare, although several notable exanples exist,
such as the late Georgian style (central chimey) house at 396
Commercial Street (1789%, the Red Inn (13 Commercial Street, 1805),
and the nore anbitious brick-end Federalist style Fairbanks House
(90 Bradford Street, ca. 1800; - Photo #5). An inportant and
regionally rare survival fromthe comunity's pre-autonotive period
are nunerous footpaths, unpaved courts and narrow | anes that |ead
from Conmercial Street to clusters of tinber-frame cottages and

out bui l dings that preserve both their original architectura

el enents and nuch of their original settings. Especially

wel | -preserved settings include Atwood & Ericson Avenues in the Vst
End of the District.

In addition to donmestic buildings, the period of re-settlenment saw
the construction of ninety stores, inwiich fish were deposited
dive houses for the snoking of herring, four or five hops, twenty
barns, and two windmlls: (Mss. Collections: 200-201); \While
service and commercial buildings of this period have not been
securely docunented, the presence of a |arge nunber of astglistic
tinber-frame service structures such as 73 12 Commercial Street
(Photo #12) and the Know es' Wiarf (383 Commercial Street 4; Photo
#16) indicate that buildings of this period my remain in use
beneat h subsequent alterations.

Essentially domestic in scale, three other inportant buildings
remain fromthis period. The fornmer King Hirams Masonic Lodge (119
Bradford Street) was constructed in 1797 for joint use as a neeting
hall (2nd storey) and acadeny (1st storey); noved in the 1860s and
converted to residential uses, the building nontheless retains

CONIN NLED



MPS Foniil»«)»«

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Piaces
Continuation Sheet

3 7 FROA NETONY  MSSAG-BLETTS -H ST. DI ST
Secti on nuntoer Page

inportance as the town's ol dest institutional structure. Either
built as hotels or converted early intheir histories, the Pilgrim
House (336 Commercial Street; ca. 1800) and the Atlantic House (6
Masoni c Pl ace; c. 1798; - Photo #13) possess center-entry facades
with high Style details that mark themas the District's nost
important early conmercial buil dings.

Devel opnent 1813- 1900:

Wth the end of the war and the departure of the British Navy,
Provincetown resunmed itsfisheries and continued itssteady growth
until 1875-1880 when it achieved it spresent size. During this
period, the population rose from936 1n 1810 to 4,357 in 1875). As
enpl oyment in the cod and nackerel fisheries increasedto 1,078 in
1837 to 1,260 in 1865 the nunber of vessels engaged in the
fisheries increased from 98 vessels of 3,000 tons in 1837 to 105
vessels of 9,438 tons in 1865. Subse%uently, the cod and mackerel
fisheries reached a peak in the md-1880s, after which fisheries
declined. Beginning with poor catches in 1889, followed by low fish
prices during the financial depression of the early 1890s, and the
Portland Gale of 1898 which destroyed nearly half of the town's
wharves at a time when financially weakened busi nesses could not
afford to rebuild, the fishing industry declined. By 1895 the
nunber of schooners in Provincetown had fallen to 47, down from 114
in 1885. Although sone recovery occurred inthe early twentieth
century, fisheries never recovered their position of dom nance in
the local econony.

Durin% the same period, enploynment in whaling rose to thirty-five on
two ships in 1837, to 520 on twenty-six shiFs in 1845 and to 498 on
twenty-eight ships in 1845 fluctuating enploynment statistics and
local tradition, however, suggest that whaling was practiced in
addition to other fisheries by numerous individuals. During the
Civil \r, the threat of capture or loss of ships to Confederate
cruisers damaged the |ocal whaling business; concurrently, the

wi despread adoption of Petroleum provided a substitute that undercut
the market for whale oil. the 1870s local whaling was
drastically reduced, although seven ships continued In the business
at least as late as 1889 (Jennings: 96%. VWhal ing did not termnate
conpletely until 1913, when Captain John Cook nade the town's |ast
whal i ng voyage.

CONIN NLED
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During the first half of this period, the manufacture of salt becane
a major business throughout the community. By 1837, seventy-eight
sal tworks and been established, eaﬁloKin% 156 people and creating
"nunerous wind or salt mlls, b ich the salt water i sraised for
evaporation, thickly studding the shore throughout the whole extent
of the village, [which] gives this place a nost singular and novel
appearance" (Barber: 5 %. By the early 1840s, the reduction of salt
tariffs together with the discovery of salt deposits in Nw york
undercut the local production of salt which declined from 48, 960
bushels in 1837 to 2,304 bushels in 1855. By the late 1860s, salt
production had ceased, former slat works had been di smantled and
their nunber had been re-used for fish sheds and other service
bui |l dings, |eaving no evidence of this once inportant manufacture
(Smith: 51).

Begi nning around 1830 with the construction of a wharf near the for
of Masonic Place by Thonmas Lot hrop, Provincetown's Harbor was
greatly changed b% the construction of nore than fifty-five wharves
of varying sizes between 1830 and 1880. \hile the majority of
wharves were built for fanilﬁ-omned enterprises (both ship owners
and provisioners), sone of the |argest such as the Union Warf
(1833) and Market Wiarf (1845) were built for capitalized
partnerships. I n general, wharves remained in active use throughout
the nineteenth century, but began to fall into neglect follow ng the
destruction of many of theminthe Portland Gale of 1898, after
which the majority collapsed, leaving only small portions of their
structures inthe formof pilings inthe water and beneath
commercial buildings along the shoreline such as 73-73 1/2
Commrercial Street (Photo #12), Freeman's Wiarf (125 Commercia
Street - individually listed inthe National Register of Historic
Places), the former Market Wiarf, the former storehouse at 227 rear
Comrercial Street, and the Know es Wharf (381-383 Commercial Street
- Photo # 16). In addition to wharves, the majority of the town's
commercial buildings were crowded i n groups along Conmercial Street
(such as 259-267 & 274-284 Commercial Street - Photos #14 & 15)
where their gabled facades, wooden storefronts and sinple Victorian
details created nmuch of the district's present appearance.

The success of local fisheries duringthis period created w despread
prosperity that i sevident inthe nany well-detailed cottages and
nost houses that were built throughout the community. Unlike nany

CONIN NLED

DI ST.



ML 103*001*

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Piaces
Continuation Sheet

« N L 8 9 RO NETOMN  MSSACHEETTS-H ST. O ST.

Secti.on nunfoer Page

ot her communities that prospered duringthis period, the fisheries
in which Provincetown was engaged di d not produce the enornous
private fortunes that grew out of mechani zed manufacturing and
foreign trade el sewhere i n Massachusetts. For this reason, local
donmestic architecture exhibits a marked uniformty of scale, setting
and materials. Mjor |ocal houses such as the Second Enpire Style
Beni am n Lancy House (230 Commercial Street; 1874) and the
Italianate style W Atkins House (160 Commercial Street; Photo #9)
stand as exceptionsto the |arge nunber of sidehall cottages and
center-entry cottages of Greek Festival, Italianate, Gothic Revival
and astylistic Victorian design which domnate nuch of the district,
including 50. 52 & 56 Commercial Street (Photo #4), 128 Commerci al
Street (photo #6), 9 & 11 Pleasant Street (Photo #7) and 15 and 17
Trenont Street (Photo #8).

During this period |ong-standingtrade contacts with the Azores
brought about |arge-scale Portuguese inm gration which continued
well into the twentieth century. Drawn largely from the Azores,
Portuguese inmm grants were present i n Provincetown by the 1840s and
sufficientlY nunerous that between 1843 and 1858 |ocal Birth records
note 49 children born to Portuguese by birth or descent. The
central institution of the Portuguese community was St. Peter. the
Apostle. Roman Catholic Church (11 Prince Street; 1874, Photo #20)
Established by Irish inmgrants in 1852, St. Peter's Church and
becone predom nantly Portuguese b?/ 1875 when t he present church was
constructed. Oher inportant public buildircl;ﬂs of the period include
the Greek Revival style First Universalist urch (236 Conmerci al
Street; 1847) and the Renai ssance Revival/ltalianate style Center
Met hodi st Church (356 Conmercial Street; 1860) both of which are
listed individually inthe National Register of Historic Places.
Equal ly inportant are the town's two mgjor civic buildings, the
Provi ncetown Town Hall (260 Commercial Street; 1885; Photo #17) and
the Provincetown Public Library (332 Comrercial Street, 1874 -
listed inthe National Register of Historic Places), both of which
resulted from donations by local citizens.

Art  Col ony/ Tourism - ca. 1900-1935;
Wth the stagnation of it sfishing econony and the levelling of

popul ation at approxi mately 4,500 after 1875-1880, Provincetown
entered a second phase of econom c devel opnent based on tourism
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whi ch continues to serves as the basis of town's econony. Wth the
extension of the Od Colony Railroad from Wellfleet to Provincetown
in 1873, and the establishment of a regular steanboat to Boston in
1863, the community was provided with two inportant nmeans of
transportation for tourists. Anong t he various tourists and sunmer
residents who began to cone to Provincetown inthe 1870s-1890s, were
a nunber of painters who were attracted by the town's seaside
| ocation, light and inexpensive acconodations. The nost significant
nmenber of this group was Charles Hawthorne (1872 - 1930), a student
of WlliamMerritt Chase, wo had initially taught at ase's art
school i n the Shinnecock Hills of Long Island, New York. Follow ng
Chase's sale of his Long Island property and a di spute between Chase
and Hawt hor ne, Hawt horne cane to Provincetown in 1899, established
the Cape Cod School of Art and built a studio on M ller Hill just
outside of the Provincetown Historic District. Among the nany
col l eagues who followed were artists such as: E. Anbrose \Wbster
1869-1935), a nodernist and, later, an exhibitor at the Arnory

ow, who purchased a Gothic cottage, built his studio ina simlar
style at 180 Bradford Street and established an art school i n 1900;
CGeorge Elmer Browne (1871-1946), a |andscapist, who established a
studio and school at 60 Franklin Street inthe Wst End by 1915.

Al't hough early art students attracted to Provincetown were young

| adies of polite famlies, who boarded at guest houses such as the
Fi gurehead House (476 Conmercial Street) for summer art instruction,
nore acconplished artists soon adopted the town. Wth the beginning
of World Vr |, expatriate artists returnedto the United States
from Paris and other European cities to avoid the war. During this
period, Charles Hawthorne closed his Paris studio inorder to return
to Provincetown and encouraged othersto join him Simlarly, both
Ceorge Elmer Browne and E. Anbrose Wbster returned from study in
Paris and, presunably, persuaded other colleagues to follow.

As a result of the return of l[arge nunbers of expatriate painters
and writers, first to New York City's Geenwhich Village, and then
to Provincetown, the town's artistic |ife was enlivened by the
founding of many social and artistic institutions that raised the
cormunity to National prom nence. Perhaps the best known of these
associ ations are the Provincetown Players, a theatrical club forned
by George O am Cook, Mary Heaton Vorse, (466 Commercial Street,
pre-1820, ca. 1914), painter B.J.Q Nordfeldt, witers Jack Reed,
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Loui se Bryant and Susan Gl aspel| (564 @MT»ITid. street) , political
activist Terry Carlin, playwright Eugene O Neill, and others.
Originally located in a former wharf building (253A Commerci al
Street) that has since been destroyed, the Provincetown Players were
soon joined by the Wharf Theater and the Artist's Theater, which
were also located in former fish wharves.

Indicative of the large nunber of painters, sculptorsand
printmakers who cane to Provincetown is the foundin%, in 1914, of

the Provincetown Art Association (454-460 Commercial Street) and its
menbership growth to 289 nenbers by 1917. Simlarly, the
Beachconmbers' Club was founded in 1916 as aninformal social culbof
writers andauthors which noved in 1917 to a former sail-loft (463
Comrercial Street). Other social clubs of the Feriod included the
Sail Loft Club and the "Sixes andSevens," an alcohol-free nightclub
in the East Endbuilding originally occupied bythe Provincetown
Players. I n addition, numerous buildings were adapted to acconodate
rental studios for artists, including buidlings such as Day's Lunber
Yard (24 Pearl Street) andEuler's Studios (4Brewster Street). A
Iarger nunber of houses andformer workshops were altered to contain
studios for artists such as Frederick and Carlton Vﬁugh (72A
Commrercial Street), Blanche Lazzell f351A Comercial Street), and
Ross Moffett (296A Commercial Street).

In addition to artists, Provincetown began to attract summer
tourists in increasing numbers throughout the beginning of the
twentieth century, especially after the opening of a state highway
(Route 6) to the town between 1920 and 1925. Because of the density
of the pre-existing town, the devel opment of tourism within
Provincetown did not result in large-scale newconstruction, but
rather in the w despread conversion of existing sheds and
outbuildings to use as guest cottages, andthe constructionof
simpl e newcottage along the beach. Mich of the District's East End
contains late Victorian summer cottages of sinple Queen Anne style
and Col onial Revival design, built between 1900 and 1925 such as
620. 633. 635 & 645 Commercial Street which were occupied by artists
and non-artists. Other sinﬁle cottages of this type continued to be
associated with artists such as Maurice Stern, a student of Thomas
Eakins (619 Commercial Street; ca. 1910). At the District's west
end. Delft Haven (5 Commercial Street, 1930) is the nost distinctive
example of atourist court of Colonial Revival overnight cottages.

CONTI NUED



M>8Fann1IMO»« OuB Afpml  No 103*001*

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section nunioer J paga 12 PROA NCETOMN  MASSACHSUETTS-H ST. DI ST.

Mich of the artistic and |iterary tradition that began at the tinme
of World Wr | and many of the individualswo establishedi't
continued to be activeuntil after World Wr [|I, attracting to
Provi ncetown a subsequent generation of artists that have Included
maj or contenporary figures such as writers Nornman Mailer and
Tennessee Wl lians, and painters Robert Mtherwell, Claes O denburg
and Mark Rot hko whose maj or works have been produced in the [ast
forty years. This circunstance provides additional l[iterary and
artistic associations that are too recent to be considered as part
of the District's historical significance, but which should be
re-eval uated periodically in the future.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Provincetown are poorly
understood, any surviving sites would be inportant. Sites in the
area my offer the potential for a greater understanding of how the
Provincel ands devel oped and how nan interactedwth that devel opment.

Historical archaeological remains in the Provincetown area offer the
potential for a greater understanding and docunmentation of the
sixteenth and seventeenth century period of exploration and early
fishing which occurred inthis area. Archaeological reamains also
offer the potential for docunenting the |ate seventeenth and early
ei ghteenth century period of settlement for which [ittle information
survives. Structural remains and occupational-related features from
these and l|ater periods can provide detailed information on the
changing social, cultural and econom c patterns that characterized
Provincetown's growh. Analysis of remains associated with
Provincetown's tishing industry can provide inportant information on
fishing technol ogies used throughout the town's history.
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VERBAL BANDARY CESCR PTTON

The Provincetown Historic District occupies asite that faces southeastward on
the north side of Provincetown Harbor, approximately 1 /2 mles northwest of
Long Point and 3 m|es southeast of Race Point. The district extends for
slightly nmore than 2mles along the shorelineof the Harbor, varies between 100
yards and /4 mle inland, and i s defined byexisting [ots as narked on
Provincetown Assessors' Maps (reduced scal e approximately 1"=100") that have been
attached to this nomnation.

Beginning at its northeast corner, the District tapers to a point that consists
of the east | ot lines of #665 & 652 CcOMnercial Street. Mving cl ockw se from
this point, the District i s bounded onthe southeast by the |low water |ine of
Provincetown Harbor between #5 & 665 Cornercial Street, excepting the locations
of the Municipal Wiarf, the Coast Quard Pier and Freeman's Wharf v*»erethe
boundary extends into the harbor to includethese structures.

At its southwest corner, the District tapers nearly to apoint that consists of
the southwest | ot lines of #5&8 @« )nercia Street.

Movi ng northeastward from #8 Connercial Street, the District's northwest boundary
is anirregular line that follows approxinmately the base of a sand hill along the
back | ot lines of propertiesonthe northly side of Cormercial Street (#8-22),
Point Street (#1-9), Connercial Street (#42-54), Atwood Avenue (#2-12), Trenont
Street (#19-29), West Vine Street (#14-19) and Nickerson Street (#12-16).
Eastward from#2 & #5Bradford Street, the District's northwest boundary i s
defined by the rear | ot lines of propertiesonthe northwest side of Bradford
Street as far east as Shank Painter Road.

Eastward from Shank Painter Road, the District extends northwest of Bradfordto
include Wnthrop Street (to#24 &27), Court Street (toFirst Burial Gound &
#33), Prince Street (to#11), Wnslow Street (to#15 &16), Alden Street (toSt.
Peter's Cenetery), Cenetery Road (toOd &MNewCeneteries), back to the rear| ot
lines of #134-142 Bradford Street. Continuing eastward, the northwest boundary
is former bythe | ot lines of Center Street (#27), Railroad Avenue (#7), Conwell
Street (#8 &9), Fishburn Court (#6 &8), Pearl Street (#36-44), Brewster Street
(#22 & 27), Priscilla Alden Road (#4-18) and Bradford Street (174-190). At
Bang' s Street, the boundary extends along the rear | ot [ines of #18-26) after
vhich it returnstorear | otlines between #192 & 288 Bradford Street, except at
How and Street vtere it includes #14 How and Street, northwest of Bradford r
Street. Eastward from #288, the boundary extends along the south side of
Bradford Street to #311 after vhiich it follows the rear | ot [ines of properties
on the northerly side of Comvercial Street to #652 & 665.
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BNDARY JUSTI FI CATI QJ

Boundaries of the District have been selected to enccarpass those sections of the
town devel oped first asafishing village and later as a art colony/surtner resort
between the eighteenth and early twentiethcenturies.

At its northeast corner, the District tapers to a point that marks the end of the
closely built houses of the town; eastward from this point are several hills with
scattered sumnmer cottages and notels that differ inarchitectural character and
setting fron the District.

n the southeast, the District is bounded by the tidal flats of Provincetown
Harbor v*iich have been anintegral part of the town's history, serving as the
community's principal overland roadway prior to the creationof Comrercial Street
inthe 1830s, the site of conmercial fishing for several centuries, the siteof
nuner ous wharves during the nineteenth century, and a ngjor attraction for the
town' s devel opment as tourist resort inthe early twentieth century.

At itssouthwest end, the District tapers nearly to a point west of v*ich are
sand hills and narshes aswel| as several nodern houses and notels that date from
the md-twentieth century. Mving northeastward, the District's northwest
boundary i s formed by the base of a high sand hill vdnich renai ned undevel oped
until the 1980s.

Eastward fron West Vine Street, the northwest boundary i s formed in |arge part by
the back | ot lines of properties onthe northwest side of Bradford Street, vtich
correspond approximately with the extent of the town's densely built pre-1900
core. Exceptions exist infour locations. Thearea north of Bradford Street

bet ween Ni ckerson and Montello Streets was devel oped i n the nineteenth century,
but has been excluded from the District due to ahigh level of recent alteration
and newconstruction. Between Wnthrop and Al den Streets vAere boundaries extend
north of Bradford Street to include inportant institutional sites, such as the
town's First Burial Gound (Wnthrop & Carver Streets), major nineteenth-centiary
cemeteries (A den Street & Cenetery Road), Provincetown's nost visible |andmark
(the Pilgrims' Monunent &H gh Pole Hill), andseveral streetsof nineteenth
century cottages. Between Conwell|l Street and Priscilla Alden Road, a |arge area
north of Bradford Street has been included within the District because of the
presence of numerous artists' studios dating fromthe early twentieth century.
Finally, Bangs Street north of Bradford Street has been included inthe District
because of itsretentionof sinple nineteenth and early twentieth century
cottages that relate to the District's major themes.
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NRI S Reference Nunber: 89001148 Date Listed; 08/ 30/ 89
Provi ncetown Historic District Barnstabl e NA
Property Nane County State
N A

Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or amendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

»/10M

Sl “natu Date of Action
Arended ltems i n Nom nati on:

3. Classification

Nunmber of Resources within Property;

The nunber of previously listed properties i s4, not 5
Freeman's Wharf has only been determned eligible.

This information was confirmed with Betsy Friedberg, National
Regi ster Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wi thout nom nation attachment)
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July 5, 1989

M. Janes T. Coe, Director

Office of Real Estate
us Po?tal SlerviceS JUL 1918
475 L' Efant Plaza wW ;

! , NA | ONAL
Washi ngton, DC 20260 G STER
Dear M. Coe:

V¢ arepleased toinformyouthat t heProvincetown Historic

District, Provincetown, Massachusetts was considered by the
Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion for nomnation tothe National
Register of Historic Places. TheNational Register of Historic
Places i st heFederal governnment's official |1st of historical
properties worthy of preservation. Listing i ntheNational Register
provides recognition and assists i npreserving our Nation's heritage.

g of this property provides recognition of thecomunity's

I c inmportance and assures protectivereview of Federal

ts that m ght adversely affect thecharacter of t heproperty.
property 1 slisted i ntheNational Register, certain Federal
ment taxcredits for rehabilitation eind other provisions nay

t

Listing i n theNational Register does not nean that |imitations will
be placed ontheproperties bytheFederal governnment. Public
visitation rights arenot required of owners. The Federal
government will not attach restrictive covenants tot heproperties
or seek t oacquire them

In Massachusetts, properties nomnated t ot heNational Register are
automatically listed ontheState Register of Historic Places.
There arenolimitations, public visitation requirements, or
restrictive covenants for private properties included i nthe State
Register. State Register properties owed by municipalities and
nonprofit organizations nmay conpete for state restoration grants.

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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If you have any questions regarding this process, please do not
hesitate contacting ne at this office.

Sincerely,

Valerie A Tal mnageO

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

VAT: pj n
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July 17, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed you will find the followng nonination forns:
Provincetown, (Barnstable), Provincetown Hstoric District
Vel | fleet, (Barnstable), Vl1fleet Genter Hstoric District

It has been voted eligible by the Sate Rview Board ad have bee_n,signed
by the Sate Hstoric Preservation Cficer. Qwers vere notified of

pendrg Sate Rview Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting ad
vere aforded the opportunity to conert. Cmnarts received to date are
attached to the nomnation form
sincerely,

U >

ﬁfﬁ%& I\Ei"f“&al Regi ster Drector

Missachusetts Hstorical Gnmnssi on
Encl osur e;

MassachusettsHistorical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Presenffiiiini Olfirer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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WINDSOR. CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

July 27, 1989

Valerie A Tal nage

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Oficer
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
80 Boylston Street

Boston, M\ 02116

Re: Provincetown, M Post OFfice

Dear M. Tal nage:

| amin receipt of your letter of July 5 1989, to M. Janes T. (e,
Director, Ofice of Real Estate, with regard t othe proposed
Provincetown, M Historic District. A

This letter istoinformyouthat the Postal Service is pleased tooffer
its endorsenent and support of this Historic District. As you know the
Provincetown Post Office is already included on the National Register of
H storic H aces.

M ease keep ne informed of your progress with regard tothis nomnrtion
and do not hesitate tocall ne on (203) 285-7181, i f | nay be of any
assi stance.

Very truly yours.

WIli an SVj Moncri ef
Regional Historic Preservation Coordinator

cc. Janes T. (e, Director, Office of Real Estate, UBSHeadquarters
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
8 Hoyldaii Stred, Bogon, MA (2116
(617) 727-847Q

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
FROM: Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

ANNE E. TAIT
Survey Coordinator

(617) 727-8470
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SUPniEP WITH THE
COMRIMENTS OF THE
MASSACHUSETTS HJISTORICAt COMMXSSOM



