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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PH YSI C A l_ APP E AR AN C E

Fort Negley was a defensive fort built by Federal troops after they 
occupied Nashville in 1862. It was constructed of stone dug from the fort 
site and nearby hills and reinforced by steel train rails. The fort 
was built atop St. Cloud's hill, whose trees were destroyed by the 
Union soldiers. The hill commands a view of the three major thorough 
fares into the city of Nashville from the South.

The fort was 600 feet long and 300 feet wide. It was a large, complex 
work of octagonal shape with a central structure at the top of the hill, 
surrounded by stone fortifications and gun positions. This was sur 
rounded by outer fortifications and earthworks over the brow of the hill, 
which did not obstruct the view from the top. The entire fort occupied 
four acres of land, having within it two casements protected with 
railroad iron. Underground tunnels and bunkers gave access to all parts 
of the fort, as well as providing magazines for storage of ammunition, 
food and other supplies. 62,500 cubic feet of stone and 18,000 cubic 
yards of dirt were used in the construction. According to tradition, 
an underground passage was dug from the top of the hill to a vault in 
the Nashville City Cemetery, several blocks away, through which the 
soldiers reportedly went on their trips from the fort to town.

After the war, most of the stone from the fort was taken to build the 
main city water reservoir, constructed on the site of another fortification 
nearby, Fort Casino. The fort was neglected and vandalized and fell 
into complete disrepair.

In the 1930's, Fort Negley was partially restored by the WPA under the 
supervision of J.C. Tyner, engineer on the job. A road was built 
circling the hill, and a parking lot constructed. Recreation facilities 
including a football field and baseball diamonds were added at the foot 
of the hill. The project was not completed and today the remains of 
this construction have greatly deteriorated and are overgrown with 
trees and underbrush* The road, parking lot and much of the outer stone 
fortifications remain, along with several gun placements and magazines. 
All are in great need of restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Negley was the largest and most important fortification built by 
Federal troops after occupying Nashville in 1862. It occupied the center 
of the Federal defensive line which stretched in a wide circle around 
the Southern part of the city. Three other forts - Casino, Norton and 
Houston were also built. The fort was named after Union General James 
Negley, the Provost Marshall of Nashville. The engineer in charge of 
supervising the construction was James St. Clair Morton. The name was 
changed to Fort Marker following Negley's questionable leadership of his 
troops during Gen. Longstreet's breakthrough at the Battle of Chicka- 
mauga, but locally the fort has always been known as Fort Negley. The 
Federal Army was determined to hold Nashville at all costs because of 
its importance as the gateway to the South and because the South had 
counted on Middle Tennessee as one of two main areas for supply of 
provisions for the Confederate Army. Nashville was the most fortified 
city in America at that time.

The stronghold was completed in three .months ^by conscript laborers 
from the city of Nashville, who were housed nearby and not allowed to 
go home until the job was completed. Although it w^s necessary for the 
fort to be constructed quickly, the work was welt-planned and executed. 
The^best European designs we^e followed and the fort was considered to 
be impregnable. The fort was thought to be of such significance as an 
example of military defense engineering that American Army officers 
during World War I were sent to study the ruins of the fortification.

The guns from Fort Negley opened the Battle of Nashville the morning 
of December 15, 1864. General George Thomas and the Federal troops 
occupying the city defeated a smaller Confederate Army under the command 
of Gen. John Bell Hood during the two day battle, ending any hopes of 
victory in the west that Confederates may have had.

After the war, the abandoned fort gained some additional renown when 
former Confederate Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest lead a contingent of 
KuKlux Klansmen in a march from their headquarters at the fort to the 
State Capitol in downtown Nashville.

Fort Negley remains as one of Nashville's most important landmarks, 
significant not only for its military role during the Civil War, but
construction^ engineering utilized in military fort
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