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7. DESCRIPTION

The Colrain Center Historic District isadensdy settled village located between the Eagt Branch of the North
River and surrounding steep hills to the south and the eet. Radiating from a smdl triangular common that forms
the intersection of Main Road, Greenfield Road, and Jacksonville Road, the district is the main hub of eestAwvest
and north/south movement intown. MA Route 112 (ss Main and Jacksonville Roads) runs north to Halifax, VT
and south to the village of Shebume Falls. Greenfield Road leedsto Route 2 and the Town of Greenfield. In
addition to buildings on the major routes through the Center, the district indudes two houses on Coburn Stregt
(formerly Foundry Village Road), two on Stregter Lane, and al of the houseson River Street plus apair of bridge
abutments remaming from the old Center Bridge. The district condsts of 91 resources and covers 30.20 acres
Eighty-three resources are contributing and eight are noncontributing. Resourcesthat are not yet 50 yearsold ae
non-contributing and shown on the accompanymg map and datasheat with aletter rather than anumber. A "V" on
the map and datasheat denotesthe five vacant lotsin the district.

Colrain isarura Massachussttstown with a population of 1,864 (2003) goread over some43 square miles.
Located in the northwest section of Massachusetts, gpproximately 100 miles from Boston, the Town of Colrain is
bordered on the north by the gate of Vermont, on the west by Heath and Charlemont, on the south by Shebume,
and on the eet by Leyden. The Green River formsthe boundary between Colrain and Leyden. The higtoric
digtrict IS located roughly inthe center of Colrain.

The high dengty of buildings in Colrain Center is distinct from the surroundings. Flood plains limit deve opment
in the north to digpersed farms. Greenfield Road rises steeply up Colrain Mountain, which lacks building stes.
To the weg, the dengity of Main Road ends due to the deep sde-dope of the land to the North River. River
Street, historically the road to Halifax, Vermont, became adeed end in 1933 when Jacksonville Road became the
major route. About 800 feet long and flat. River Street wiss settled during the period of significance. Houses sand
dose together on one dde of the street with the North River on the other. A wooded hillside rises behind the
houses While there islittle open goace inthe district, mogt of the buildings liein daose proximity to, or directly
abut, the open goece dong the North River or the wooded hills.

Colrain Center retains its 19™ century village gppearance with amix of institutional, civic, commercia, ad
resdentia buildings. The architectural styles represented in the district include Federd, Greek Revival, Gothic
Revival, Itdianate, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Neoclassica. While the Griswold Memorial Library (12
Main Road, photo #1) is architect desgned, mog of the buildingsin the district are vernacular examples of 19*
century syles

(continued)
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Buildings generdly sand close to the roads, and many houssshave dlls, atached bams, and sheds Height ranges
from one to three gories, and constmction materials includewood, brick and limestone. The dominant roofing
materid in the digtrict is date. Most wood-frame buildings are clad with weatherboard, but a few have synthetic
sding. Landscgpe features include donewalls, afew ddewaks, and smdl front lawns. At the north end of the
digtrict, off River Street, are the Center Bridge abutments (MHC #911), which are remnants of the bridge that
cossed the North River when River Strest was amajor thoroughfare.

While mog buildings inthe district are infair to excelent condition, four adjacent to the common have been
condemned and sand vacant. Three of these are oppodite the west dde of the common: the Brick Store (3 Main
Road), the Tin Shop (1 Main Road), and the Horace Winchester House (4 Jacksonville Road); the fourth—the
Clark Chandler Store (1 Greenfield Roady—stands opposite the eet Sde of the common.

Two parcds on the north Sde of Greenfield Road are vacant due to the lass of historic buildings (sse section 8).
The Colrain Pogt Office (16 Main Road; MHC #155) was converted from abam ca 1970, and is one of many
examples of adgptive reusein the district. The Fire Hose House, now behind the William Pitt House (8 Main
Road; MHC #10), was moved from alocation gpanning the brook south of the Congregational Church/Town Hall
(1 Jacksonville Road) around 1994. Noncontributing buildings include bams, garages, and sheds condructed in
the lagt 50 years.

The Common and Memorial Markers

The Town Common (MHC #912) isalevel triangular plot roughly 100x 100' x 50" with its besefacing esst
toward the Congregational ChurcWTov/n Hall (1 Jacksonville Road, photo #2). Landscaped with grass ad
sverd trees, it occupies the intersection of Main, Jacksonville, and Greenfield Roads, the epicenter of the
historic district. The tovm's Civil War/WWI Memorid (map #1, MHC #900, photo #2) is located & the eest ed
of the common. Approximately five feet tall by five feet wide, the upright rock-faced granite dab on agranite
bese incorporates two bronze plagues, one facing eest and the other facing west. The earliest (ca 1891) of the
plaques faces et and commemorates the Civil War. It reeds, "Men of Colrain who served in the war for the
preservation of the Union, 1861-1865." The other plague commemorates World War |, 1917-1918, and the
Spanish American War of 1898. The 1976 WWI1/ Korea/Vietnam Memorial (map #B) sandsroughly oppodte
the Civil War Memorid on the west Sde of the Common. It is awooden sign board or "honor roll" type of
marker with alow-pitched, pedimented top. Aflagpol e(mgp #D), which gopearsto pod-date 1956, dandsin the
common adong Main Road between the two memorid markers

(continued)
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Institutional, Civic, and Commercia Buildings

With the exception of the Griswold Memoria Library (12 Main Rd., Photo # 1), mogt of the ingtitutional, civic
and early commercid buildingsin the district have been adgpted to new uses Two buildingsthat were originaly
churches are focal points a the core of the district. Both date to the 1830sand are now usad for secular purposes
(See s=ction 8for details on the use of the various buildings).

The former Congregationad Church/Town Hall (1 Jacksonville Rd., Map#41, MHC #5, Photo #2) built in 1834
faces wes toward the common. A Greek Revival-style brick meatinghouse, it risesto two gories to a front-gable
roof with triangular pediment covered with flush board siding. Astridethe roof isan 1852 segplewith en
octagond Spire resting on a square louvered lantem with step moldings and flat pandling. The three bay facade
hes a double-leafed entry doorflankedby paired triple-hung sagh (ca. 1901) inwhich the panesfollow round-arch
pattems & the tops. The first floor has a foyer and meeting room and the sacond contains 19th-century pews as
well ssaca 1795 pulpit that was moved to the building from the previous mesetinghouse. A blue painted metd
roof and a 1990sfence a the front entry are the only recent changes

Built just two years after the Congregational Church, the former Methodist-Episcopa Church (4 Main Rd., Map
#6, MHC #9, Photo #3) is of similar proportions and materids, but is desgned with Gothic Revival features.
Facing north, the building stands along the south sde of the common. The most important character-defining
features are the pointed arches usad throughout the building. The front and 9de windowsand the central double
door entry have pointed arch tops with wooden fans. These are surrounded by recessed pointed archesin the
brickwork. The present windows are dear glass double-hung sseh with short fixed sagh @ the tops. A square
wooden tower draddles apattemed date roof. The bes=hes four pilagters to agde that frame three pointed-arch
pands. The second dage of the tower is alantem with louvered pointed-arch windowsflankedpilasters
supporting the friezeand comice of the flat roof. The tower may date from an 1885 renovafion.

The 18%6 Memorial Hall (17 Main Rd., Map #22, MHC #12, Photo #7) sandstoward the west end of the district
neer the intersection of Main Road and Cobum Street. Facing south, it is acharming Queen Anne-style, two-
gory, wood-frame meeting hall with front geble roof. A square tower with apyramidal roof risesfrom the eedt
dope of the main roof. The facade digplays a centra triple window on the second story and tall narrow windows
with 1/1 ssehon the first story. The central entry porch is decoraeted with acarved wood plague of superimpossd
G.AR.initias (Grand Army of the Republic). Pattemed shingles in the gable area contrast with thebuilding's
weether board siding.

(continued)
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Griswold Memorial Library (12 Main Rd., Map #18, MHC #11, Photo # 1) was buih in 1908 in the Neoclassicd
Reviva syle. The one gory building is consgmcted of Roman brick with Indiana limestone trim. In plan, the
building isaranged with three wings and an entry portico around a centra rotunda with an interior dome. Onthe
facade, the centrd projecting pedimented portico, hes single lonic columns and pilagters on the ddes supporting a
modillion comice and tympanum carved with adesgn of an open book in awreath. At the roofline, there are
caved shdl acroteria & the goex and comers of the portico. There are quoins inthe sonework of the portico
projection and the outsde comers of the building. The ogk entry door hes alatticed transom window and carved
done architrave. On the facade, triple windows have double hung sseh with fixed transoms above and omate cast
iron bacony railings a the sills. The end walls are bowed and each have three windows. A date and copper hip
roof contains the interior dome. The well-preserved interior is oak and molded plagter with period ok shdves,
tables, chairs and benches

The former Center School/Old Town Office (9 Jacksonville Rd., Map #46, MHC #139, Phato #5) dates to
cal910. Seven bayswide by two deep, the west-facing main block is aone-story, wood-frame building with a
projecting central entry porch embellished by tumed posts. The building has a date-covered, gable-on-hip roof
and weatherboard siding. In 1950, a concrete block, two-bay garage was added to the north elevation (photo 11).
Facing west on to Jacksonville Road, it projects forward of the main building. A wood handicapped aooess ramp
was added to the entry ca. 1990.

The Colrain Pogt Office (16 Main Rd., MHC #155, Map 64), located a thejunction of Main Road and Cobum
Stret, isa M2 gory astylistic building thet retains the proportions of the bam from which it was converted ca
1970. Facing north, it isthree bayswidewith afront gable roof One entry isinasdde bay of the feBade ad
another isinashed-roofed projecting vestibule on the west eevation. Windows have 1/1 sseh. Theroof is date,
sding isaduminum, and the foundation is uncut doneand concrete.

The former Clark Chandler Store (1 Greenfield Rd. Map #28 MHC #151 Photo #6) is atwo story, wood-framed
building with two addifions. The central part datesto 1813, and retains its Federd period scae, fenestration, and
amolded comice. Alterationsinclude 2/2 sash, adate roof, and synthetic siding. An addition to the eest connects
the main block to afi”*ont-gabl ed,two-story bam built as an officeand carriage sales showroom. Converted into
an gpatment house in the 20th century, the building has atwo-gtory addition on the west end with an agphalt-
covered hiproof and windowswith 1/1 sssh.

(continued)
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The former Brick Store (3 Main Rd., Map #5, MHC #4, Photo #6) isasde-gabled, 2-gtory brick building facing
south oppogite the common. Whileit retains the gppearance of an 1890s brick commercid building, portions of
itsfirst dory dateto 1814. The original building was congmcted of smdler brick laid in Hemish bond. It
digplays such Federd-gdyle features as a symmetrical facade of five baysby three bays deep, flat brick window
heaeders, and acentral entry with a semicircular brick arch now dosed for awindow. The building weas enlarged
in the 1890swith a second story and atwo-story extenson to the southwest. This was congmcted with larger
bricks laid in common bond with brick arch window heeds. A 2-story gallery-type porch goans the faBade, ad a
20th century, one story, wood-frame vestibule projects from the west end of the facade,

The Tin Shop (1 Main Rd. Map #2, MHC #165 ) dands & thejunction of Main and Jacksonville roads, next door
to the Brick Store, with whichit was once associated. Built ca 1850, it retains the gppearance of a 19th century
wood-frame commercid building. An L-sheped building, its two-story narrow end faces the common. Along the
Jacksonville Road devation the land dopes downhill o thet the building hes awalk-out basament giving it the
aopearance of being three storiestall. The building is astylistic with an irregular fenedtration pattem, date roof,
wegtherboard siding, and smple window frames with 2/2 saeh. A two-story screened porch with agphalt-covered
hip roof faces the common and obscures the facade.

Call's Garage (7 Jacksonville Rd., Map #45 MHC #140, Photo #5) stands adjacent to the Center School/Old
Town Office. Built as acommercia smcture ca. 1890, it is Sx bayswide by seven bays desgp, gands on a brick
foundation and is clad with westherboards. Facing wes, it rises 2/2 storiesto a front-gableroof covered with
date. Windows have 6/6 sagh. A one-gory, shed-roofed addition on the south elevation has a concrete foundation
and aroll-up garage door facing the street. A drive up on the back of the building allows ground level aooess to
the second floor.

Resdences

Resdencesin the district range in egefi-om the early 19th to the early 20th centuries, with mog dating from the
mid-to-late 19th century. Representative examples of eech architectura style are described below in
chronological order. A generd characterigtic of all of the styles ssen inthe district isrestrained use of decoraive
detail 0 that the Syles are distinguished from one another more by building form than by trim details and other
omamenta features. For this reason, many of the housesin the district have been categorized as agtylistic (no

syle).

(continued)
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The Charles Thompson House (9 Main Rd., Map #13, MHC #163, Photo #10) gppearsto be the oldest house in
Colrain Center. Facing south it condgts of amain block, two wings, and an atached bam extending ina line
dong the dreet. Believed to dateto ca 1819, the main block is a Federd style, two-story, wood-frame building
clad with weetherboards. Five bayswide, it hes a dde-gableroof covered with pattemed date shingles The
centra entry istrimmed with pilasters and ahood that may date from a 1980's renovation. A wing on the eest
devation hes aprojecting porch and is attached to a M2 sory bam with apattemed dateroof A M2 gory wing
(early 20th century) extending to the west has an integral porch with abay window under the porch roof anda
shed roofed dormer lighting the attic.

A noteworthy example of the Federd style is the Dr. Deane House (10 Jacksonville Rd., Map #47 MHC #15
Photo #4. Datingto ca 1827, it is afive-baywide, sde-gabled, 1Yi story wood-frame building that is oriented
with itsthree-bay dde devation facing the street (east). A two-story porch on this end wall gppearsto dateto the
early 20th century. The roof of the houseis date and the walls are weatherboard. There is a semicircular window
over the main entry, whichis centered on the south-facing facade. A central chimney servesfireplaces inthe
rooms. Insde, afinely crafted half-circular saircase faces the front door. A 12 story ell on the westem end of the
building was recongmcted in 1994.

The Samud Coolidge House (3 Greenfield Rd. Map #29 MHC #8) is the earliest example of aGresk Revival-
syle houseinthe district. Built in 1832, it isa 2/2 story, front-gabled wood-framed building. Three bayswide by
three desp, it has a dae roof, weatherboard siding, and aone-dory porch spanning the facade. Significant
decorative dementsinclude adosaed gableretum, an elliptical wooden fan in the pediment, and wide comer
pilasters on the faBade. Stylistic dterations include atriple picture window & first story of the faBade and 1/1
replacement saeh.

More modest in Sze, the O. M. Gaines House (9 River ., Map #54 MHC #2 Photo #3) is afineexample of 1'A
dory Greek-Reviva-Style house Built ca 1847, it hes a geeply pitched front-gable roof. Character-defining
features include a closed gable retum forming a pediment, panded comer pilasters, and awide frieze ad
architrave. The sde-hdl entry is dightly recessad andflankedby pilasters. The building hes a date roof and
wegtherboard siding. Windows have 6/6 sagh and smple frames characteritic of the period. There isan ell ad
an atached shed.

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-a OMB Approval No.1024-«
(8-86)

United States Department of the I nterior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shet

. Colrain Center Historic District
Section number 7 _ Page 8 __ Colrain (Franklin), MA

The William Pitt House (8 Main Rd. Map #10 MHC #10) is an example of the transitional Greek-
Revival/ltdianate style. Built ca 1830 itisa 2/2 story, wood-frame building with afront gable roof and three-bay
fabade. The date-covered roof has degp overhanging eavesthat are characteridtic of the Itaianate style, which
was beginning to overtake the Gregk Reviva stylein popularity. Lingering dements of Greek Reviva syleae
sEnin the dightly pedimented window heeds The front porch spansthe faBade and hes a shallow-pitch hip roof
resting onflat-panel edpogts with molded capitals. A sde ell with porch connects to abam (mep #11). A second
bam (mgp # 12) and a 1990s shed (mep #A) sand behind the house. Also on the property isaformer Fire Hose
House (mgp #63). A one story, front-gabled building, it was moved to the ste from Greenfield Road (parcdl
#127/36), whereitsca 1900 sone foundation isstill visible (map # 64).

TheDr. Cram House (7 Main Rd. Map #9 MHC #13) isaQuean Anne-style, cross gable, 2/2 story, wood-frame
building. Dating to 1895, it hes athree story octagond tower in the eest comer. The front entry has aporch with
molded comice and tumed pods. A hiproof porch on the left Sde of the facade has been enclosed with windows.
The building hes adate roof and vinyl siding. An atached two-story bam to the west has two garage doors.

The Antis Spurr House (5 Main Rd., Map #7, MHC #164, Photo #6) is another example of the Quean Anne style.
Built ca 1895, itisa 2/2 story, wood-frame building with many decorative features. There are projecting wall
gables on the dde devationswith canted comers and ogee comer brackets on the second story. The houseis dad
with amix of westherboard and decorative wood shingles. There is acanted bay window on the eest comer of the
first story. Thebuilding hes atwo-gory rear el and an atached bam to the wedt.

The Ssoond Methodist Parsonage (3 River S, Map #52, MHC #11, Photo #9) is an unusud example of a Quean
Anne-gyle housethat ismodest in scale, but daboratdy detailed. Built in 1895, it rises 12 doriesto adoss
gableroof It features around porch with aconical roof, curved railings, and tumed posts. The entry hes a porch
with tumed posts, ogee brackets, and apedimented roof. The facade has a smal Pdladian window lighting the
atic. Onthefirst story, alarge round window in asguare frame decorated with sunburdts restsbenegth a

horizontal stained glasstransom. The building has abay window on the cross gable facing south and an €l off the
reer.

Structure

The old Center Bridge abutments are located a the end of the district off River Street. They consst of uncoursed,
uncut, dry-laid gone dements 8' in height and 25" across. The ege of the abutments is uncertain, but abridge &

(continued)
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thislocation datesto a leest 1794. It was rebuilt in 1870 0 the abutments have been giventhat date, but further
reseerch may reved that they are older.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtesare recorded in the ditrict or inthe generd area (within one mile), Stes
may be present. Environmental characteristics of the district represent locationa criteria(dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of ancient stes. The ditrict includes well-drained
floodplain and riverine terraces on the south shore of the Eag Branch of the North River. The confluence of a
tributary stream and the East Branch River is 0 located within the district in the vicinity of where Route 112
cosestheriver. Given leves of historic landuse inthe district, the availability of open goace, and known
patems of Native sattlement inthe Deerfield and Connecticut River tributaries, amoderate to high potential
exigs for locating ancient Native American Stesinthe district.

A high potential exists for locating historic archaeological resourcesin the district. Stmctural evidence may exist
from 18* century farmsknovm to exist inthe district; however, specific Steshave yet to be identified. Farming
wes the main activity in the Center during the Colonia Period. It was during the Federd Period (1775-1830) thet
Colrain Center was reported to develop from asingle farmin 1800 to asmall village. Known higtoric
archaeologicd dtesdso date fromthe early 19* century period and later. Structural evidence may survive from
the Thomas Barber House (pre-1830), destroyed by fire in 1888. The Congregationa Parsonage (13 Main Road)
wes built onthat 9tein 1891. Similar evidence may dso survive from the Horace Winchester House (ca 1840,
4 Jacksonville Road), moved to its present location from a Ste on the bank of the North River in 1870 after a
major flood. Stmctural evidence may exist from two neighboring resdences destroyed by fire ca 189 on a lot
next to the Brick Store & 3 Main Road.

Severd potentid archaeological dtesrdated to civic and commercia buildings lost during the Late Indugtria
Period (1870-1915) are located in vacant lots on the eest 9de of the Common. Structurd evidence may exist
fromthe Colrain Inn (1902; parcd 127/35 and 36) and two earlier hotds that existed on the samesite. The
Colrain House, one of the first public buildings inthe district, was built in 1806 and destroyed by fire in 1886. A
seoond hotel, known as the Colrain Inn, was built on the same dte later that year. The Colrain Innwas destroyed
by fire in 1896. The third hotd was destroyed by fire in 1991. Foundations of the Colrain Inn (1902) are visible
on the dtetoday. Stmctural evidence from bams, horse stables, and outbuildings may surviverdated to each of

(continued)
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the hotdls located on the Colrain Inn site. One bam, reportedly associated with the Colrain House (1805) wes
later converted to astrestcar bam (not extant). Occupationa-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may adso
exis. Other potentiad 19* century civic/commercial sStesinthe district include atavem, aschool on River Strest,
and the Dmry Law Office and Fire Hose House on the eedt side of the common.

Stmcturd evidence of bams, stables, outbuildings, and archaeologica evidence of occupationa-rdated features
(trash pits, privies, wells) may exist with the many extant historic buildings inthe district. After 1896, evidence
of trangportation-rlated facilitiesincluding stregt rails and support structures might exist from the Shdbume
Fdls ad Colrain Strest Railway. Thetrolley sysem dosed in 1927. Structurd evidence of the 1794 bridge
abutments may survive within the surviving 1870 abutments inthe North River/North Street locale.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Colrain Center Historic District is significant as awdl-preserved villagein the hills of northwestern
Massachusdtts. |t consists of 19th century public and commercia buildings, as well as residences from the early-
19h to the early 20th centuries. The buildings are typically vernacular examples of popular architectura styles.
The variety of building types, uses and congtruction dates are indicative of the many activitiesthat took placein
the village over the past 200 years. While the Colraintown offices and church congregations have rdocated to
other parts of town, their buildingsremain and the district continues to be the emotional center of town life. The
Colrain Ceter Historic Didtrict retains integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, fegling, and
assodiation, and fulfills National Register CriteriaA and C a the local level. The period of significance beginsin
1794, the date of possble extant bridge abutments, and endsin 1956, which isthe sandard 50-year cut-off for
higtoric resources

Colonial Period (1735 to 1775)

Colrain was surveyed in 1735 as Boston Township Number Two, and the proceeds of its sale benefited the City
of Boston. Fifty-acrelots in the southeastern uplands were sold to Scotch-Irish settlers who wished to orgenize a
town around a Presbyterian church. The first megtinghouse (not extant) was built on Chandler Hill to the eet of
the digtrict, and the town was incorporated in 1761. Farming was the main activity duringthe Colonia era, but no
buildings have been identified from the period. A bridge inthe location of the present Center Bridge abutments a
the end of River Streat was probably constructed during this period. Town records were logt to fire inthe 19th
century, but secondary sourcesrefer to bridges over the North River in Colrain as having been completed in 1768
and 1771.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

It was during this period that what isnow Colrain Center developed from asingle farmin 1800 to asmadl village.
The town's population grew by over 150% between 1776 and 1790, pesking a 2,000 individualsjust after the
tum of the 19th century, but declining to 1,877 by 1830. It gopearsthat 50 to 100 Federa period buildings remain
throughout Colrain, and a number of those, all dating to the early 19th century, are concentrated in the Center.
While agriculture continued to drive the economy, small textilemills began to gopear. To alit the rising
population inthe westem part of Colrain, anew medtinghouse, caled the North River Church (not extant), wes
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built in 1791 about a quarter mile north of the district and acrossthe river (near the present Colrain Centrd
School a 22 Jacksonville Road). The North River Church/Meetinghouse was originally Presbyterian, but in 1819
it joined forceswith the United Baptist Church to form the First United Congregationd Society.

A bridge crosing the North River a the end of River Stret wias definitely in place by 1794 when it is shown on
the Phinius Munn Map of Colrain. An account basad on ord history in Cram's History of Colrain notesthat the
bridge was referred to as the "first red bridge intown" (pp. 49-50). It wes varioudy known &s the City Bridge and
the Center Bridge. Although they may not be the originals, the Center Bridge abutments & the end of River Street
remain to mark this historic crossng.

The sscond generation of the earlier settlers began to build dong the east Sde of theriver inthe geographic
center of thetown. One of thefirst public buildings in the district was ahotel built by Thomas Miller in 1805.
Known &s the Colrain House (not extant), it ssood on the north Sde of Greenfield Road (parcd # 127/36).

A portion of the building known &s the Clark Chandler Store (1 Greenfield Road, magp #28, photo #6) was
congructed in 1813 by Clark Chandler, aprominent busnessman, who held many dected offices. Orson B.
Curtisand H. O. Scott subsequently owned the generd store. Charles A. Marcy added an officeand bam in
which to sdll carriages and later automobiles. 1 nthe 20th century the building was converted into gpatments. It is
now vacant.

The Brick Store (3 Main Road, mep #5, photo #6) was built by Samud Coolidgein 1814. It passed through
sverd owners and was sold to Calvin Shattuck in 1834. He was prominent in town and owner of the
Shattuckville cotton mill. The store was sold to Ansal C. Smithin 1866. He was succesded & the sore by hisson
H. A. Smith and R. C. Hillman. They expanded the building in 1896, following afire that destroyed the two
neighboring houses In the 20th century, the building became gpartments. 1t is now vecant.

The Charles Thompson House (9 Main Road, map #13, photo #10) wes built ca 1819 by Jonathan McBmffee, a
saddler. 1t was owned by Charles Thompson, one of the three Thompson Brothers who were prominent
budnessmen in Colrain. The house passed through the Weetherheeds to John D. Miller whowas in the carriage
busnesswith Charles A. Marcy. The atached bam houssd carriages.

(continued)
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The Dr. Deane House (10 Jacksonville Road, mep #47, photo #4) was built ca 1827, and purchased by Dr.
Chrigiopher Deare in 1830. Deane, who was prominent in town affairs, moved his medical practice to the Colrain
Center from ElIm Grove. He practiced medicine from Colrain Center until approximately 1854, the year of his
degth.

Early Industrial Period (1830 to 1870)

The population of the town remained stable and Colrain Center becamethe civic and ingtitutional core of town
life asswell asthe center of commercid activity. Accordingly, some of the mog significant historic buildingsin
Colrain Center dateto thisperiod. Industrial activity in town increased as the waterpower of the North River was
hamessad to drive textile mills and iron foundries. One industridist, Josgph Griswold, J. congructed two cotton
millsin Colrain during the period. By 1855, Griswold mills were making two million yards of print cloth
annudly. Griswold and William Shattuck, another Colrain texfile manufacturer, were credited with producing
67% of the cotton manufactured in Franklin County. Farming continued with dairying and the raising of shep
for their wool contributing significantly to the local economy.

While mogt of the devdlopment in the center during the period was residential, it was congtruction of the
Congregational Church/Town Hall (1 Jacksonville Road, mgp #41, photo # 2) in 1834 that formally established
the digtrict as the town's civic center. In 1827, the town had agread to relinquish itsright to the 1791 North River
Church if provided a gpace in anew medtinghouse to transact town budiness. In 1833, the church officially
sparated from the town govemment. Thereafter, the church congregation paid the minister's sdary, but town
busness continued to be conducted in the church, abeit in separate aress of the building. Thefirst floor of the
present building was usad as the town hall and the second floor was the church.

Initially, the Greek Revival-style building had a square lantem, but no spire, and the front windows were covered
with green daited blinds. The building was remodded in 1852, a which timethe octagona spire was added and
the pews were reoriented to face west indead of eadt. In the 1850s and 1860s the congregeation lost focus, and
was without a settled pagtor for fourteen years. No church services were held in 1864 and 1865. After the Civil
War, the church waas reorganized, new articles of association were drawn up, and a new minister was settled.

In 1901 the church building was thoroughly renovated, receiving new windows (present), atin ceiling, and a
fumace. In 1904 the outstanding Federd period pulpit was reinstalled. It is believed that the pul pit was

(continued)
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congructed in Colrain by David Lyons or his son Jesse Lyons, cabinetmekers, ca. 1790. It may have been
ingdled inthe first (Presbyterian) meeatinghouse prior to 1791, and was certainly inthe North River Church from
1791 to 1834.

Starting around 1950 the town meetings were held in Memoria Hall rather than in the Town Room of the
Congregationd Church. In 1971, the Congregational and Methodist churches united as the Colrain Community
Church, which met in the Congregational Church until 1992, when they built anew church south of
Gnswoldville. That same year, the Congregationd Church/Town Hall building was sold to the Colrain Land and
Building Preservation Association, whichis preserving the building as arenta goecefor private parties, goecid
events, and other functions.

In 1832, aMethodist Society formed and began to meet in Colrain Center. Four yearslater, they built the
Methodist-Episcopal Church (4 Main Road, mgp #6, photo #3). In 1885 the church was renovated, the Soeekars
desk was lowered, and the choir was moved from the galery to one sde of the desk. Individual s presented the
church building with memorid dained glasswindows. Inthe 20th century, the congregation declined, andin

1935 the church begean to share a pagtor with the Shelbume Falls Methodist Church. The early service wes held

in the Colrain church and the later service in Shdbume Falls. In 1973 (after the Methodist and Congregationd
churches united to form the Colrain Community Church), the Methodist-Episcopal Church building wes lessed to
the Colrain Historical Society to be usad as ameseting place and musaum. The building was sold to loca resdents
and converted into the Green Emporium Restaurant in 1992.

A commercid building that rosein the district during the early industrid period isthe Tin Shop (1 Main Road,
map #2). It wes built ca 1850 by Calvin Shattuck adjacent to his Brick Store. 1t is shown on the 1858 Walling
Magp as sore and pogt office. In 1863, Shattuck sold the building to Philo Marsh who s&t up atin shop and sove
budnessfor which the building is now named. Charles A. Marcy bought the buildingin 1873 and added a
complete line of home fumishings. The building was used later as aplumbing busness and was eventudly
converted into gpartments. It is now vacant.

A number of extant houses built in the district date to the early industrial period. The Samud Coolidge House (3
Greenfield Rd., map #29) was built in 1832 by Coolidge, who owned the Brick Store & the time and &0 served
as town clerk. The O. M. Gaines House (9 River Street mep #54, photo #8) built ca. 1847 is one of aclugter of
five houses on River Street built inthe 1840son lots sold by John Drury, alawyer. Drury himself lived & 5 River

(continued)
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Street (John Drury House), which datesto ca 1810, but was subsequently remodded. Drury'slaw office stood
near the Congregationa Church until the late 20th century, when it was demolished. By 1858, seven housss were
sanding on River Stret, corresponding generaly with the houses extant today except for 3 River Stregt, which
was built in 1895.

The housethat becamethe First Methodist Parsonege (10 Main Rd., mgp 14, MHC #153) in the early 1870s was
built ca 1840. The William Fitt House (8 Main Rd., mgp #10), built ca 1850, was the home of William Lanfair,
alawyer, from 1852 to 1861. He sold to Orson B. Curtis, owner of the Clark Chandler Store. In the 20th century,
the house was owned by John Pitt and his son William, for whom it is named. William PFitt, president of the
Colrain Historical Society, willed the houseto the town, and it became a house museum when he died in 1976. It
is managed by the Colrain Historical Society.

The Horace Winchester House (4 Jacksonville Rd., map #43, photo #11) datesto the beginning of the early
industrial period, but was moved to its present location a the end of the period. The Gresk Reviva-style house
was built ca. 1840 inthe district (parce #127/11) on the bank of the North River. It gppears on the 1858 Walling
Mep as owned by R. M. Powers, but Horace Winchester, acarriage builder, purchased it that year. In 1869, the
house was nearly swept away by amajor flood. The bam was lost and the house was moved to its present
locafion in 1870.

Some buildings that were present inthe district by 1830, but no longer dand, include atavem, the Barber House
on Main Road oppodite the Methodi st-Episcopal Church, aschool on River Street, and the 1805 Colrain House

In 1869, a the dose of the early industrial period, the Center Bridge was washed away ina flood. It wes
replaced the following year, and itislikely that the present Center Bridge abutments date to that rebuilding, but
careful Sudy by an expert on historic bridge technology may reved that they are older.

Late Industrial Period (1870 to 1915)

Colrain's population grew by 4% during the period, reaching 1,829 by 1915. Farming and textile production
continued to drivethe local economy. The Shdbume Falls and Colrain Stregt Railway opened in 1896. Entering
Colrain Center on Main Road, the e ectric carswere powered by overhead wires. Designed to carry freight es

well as passangars the eectric railway ran from Colrain Center to Shelbume Falls and enabled locd textile mills
to thrive during atimeof relative industrial decline. Rolling sock for the street railway was housad ovemightin a
car bam (not extant) that stood opposite the eest Sde of the common. The car bam was converted from an

(continued)
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exigting bam that was shown on an 1839 drawing of Colrain Center (Barber). It ood next to and wes reportedly
the bam for the Colrain House of 1805. The latter building was destroyed by firein March 1886. Ansdl C. Smith
built anew hotd on the same dite later that year. Known as the Colrain Inn, it stood until 1896, when it too was
dedroyed by fire. A third hotdl rose on the same dte in 1902. Architect M.R. Drew designed it for owner C. J.
Russdl. The three-story hotdl was damaged by afire in 1936 that dedtroyed the third story. It dood as atwo-gory
building unfil afina fire destroyed it completely ca 1991. The Ste of these buildings (assessor's parcd 127/35
and 36) remains vacant.

The creetion of the Town Common datesto the late industrial period. The 1871 Beers magp showsjust a widening
of theroad in this areaand locates the town scalesthere. The 1896 Colrain Reunion Souvenir Booklet shows
drawings of the commoninitspresent configuration with an iron fence around it, young trees, and the Civil War
Memorial. But it wasn't until 1922 that Katherine A. Smith and Walter A. Thompson deeded the land known as
the common to the town. Historical accounts recall acagt-iron horse-watering trough located on the common
from 1901 to 1933.

Two significant institutional buildings were constmcted inthe district during the late industria period—
Memoria Hall in 1895 and the Griswold Memorial Library in 1908. In addition, the period saw the congmcfion
of the Center School, which later became the town office building (9 Jacksonville Rd., mgp #46, photo #5).

Memoria Hall (17 Man Rd., mgp #22, photo #7) was built in 1895 with money raised by the Colrain Women's
Relief Corpsand giventothe H. S Greenleaf Pog 20 of the G.A.R. The hall was used for veterans events, the
1896 Calrain Reunion, public lectures, and loca theater producfions. AsCivil War veterans passsd away, the
Memorial Hall Association was formed in 1926. In 1946, the association tumed the building over to the Colrain
American Legion Pogt #43. Around 1950, the building began to be used for town meetings, and the town
contributed an annud amount to the American Legion for upkeep. Given to the town in 1963, the building
continued to be ussd for town meetings and by the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Since the late 1990s town mestings
have been held a Colrain Central School (outside the district a 22 Jacksonville Road). The lagt veterans group in
town disbanded in 2004, and since then the town owned building has been vacant.

The Griswold Memorid Library (12 Main Rd., mgp #18, photo #1) isa 1908 Neoclassicd Reviva building. It
wes designed by McLean and Wright of Boston and condtructed by Robert E. Pray and Co. of Greenfield. Josgph
Griswold 11l (1840-1916), who had no children, gave the library to the town in memory of his father Josgph
Griswold J., his mother Louisa, and hiswife Fanny. The library had previoudy been kept a the Dr. Cram House
(7 Main Rd., mgp 9, MHC #13).

(continued)
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The Griswolds were loca cotton megnates. Joseph Griswold, ., constmcted acotton mill inColrain in 1832. It
grew into the Griswoldville Manufacturing Company with two mills in Colrain, and was the town's largest
employer. In 1879 amill was congtructed in Tumer's Falls, which incorporated sgparately in 1882 as Turner's
Fals Cotton Mills. After Josgph J. died in 1883, his sonsmanaged the company. The Griswold Memorial
Library reportedly cogt $50,000 to constmct. Mr. Griswold endowed it S0 not to burden the town with operating
expenses Portraits of the family hang inthe reeding room.

The architectura firm of McLean and Wright of Boston was anoted designer of public buildings including
numerous librariesin New England. A partial list found on the internet includes the 1908 Brainerd Memoria
Library in Haddam, CT: the 1909 Public Library in Wes Haven, CT; the 1912 Abbie Greenfield Library in
Franconia, NH; the William Dennis Weeks Memoria Library in Lancader, NH; and the 1909 Public Library in
Lebanon, NH. Phatogrephs of these buildings show that many of the librariesare smilar in style, with oneand
two gory versons. The Griswold Memorial Library, however, gopearsto be amore heavily omamented example
of McLean and Wright's work than the others. Inaddition, it may be among the best preserved and have the mogt
intact interior, including original fumishings.

The Center School/Old Town Office (9 JacksonvilleRd., map #46, photo #5) wes built a aschool in 1910 ad
used as quch until 1951, when anew dementary school was built acrossthe river to the northwest (Colrain
Central School, 22 Jacksonville Road). The old Center Schooal then became the town office. At the samefime,an
atached concrete block garage was built for the town tmcks and the fire department. In the 1980s thefire
department moved to anew fire station, and inthe 1990s anew town office was built. Both are located on Rt. 112
ahaf mile west of the center. Presently the highway department and afew town boards use the building a 9
Jacksonville Road.

A commercid smcture that originated during the late industrial period is Call's Garage (7 Jacksonville Rd., megp
#45, photo #5). It wasbuilt ca 1890 as ablacksmith shop, but Frederick Call, for whom it is named, opened an
automobile garagethere inca. 1925. Later, it became agenard dore, called Chandler's inanod to the former
Clark Chandler Store, which became gpartments. The generd gtore closed in 2005, and is now a cabinetmaker's

shop.

Resdentia buildings from the period includetwo parsonages. The Congregationa Parsonage (13 Main Rd., map
19, MHC #161) wes built in 1891. It sands on the Ste of a house that was occupied by Thomas Barber and

destroyed by firein 1888. The Sscond Methodist Parsonage (3 River Street, map 52, MHC #3, photo 9) wes built
in 1895. Charles A. and Dewitt Marcy bought the land and sold the houseto the M ethodist-Episcopa Church. In

(continued)
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1935, when the Methodist-Episcopal Church began to share apagtor with the Shelbume Falls Methodist Church,
the parsonage waas no longer needed. 1t was leased until 1971, when the church sold the building.

The Charles Dewitt Marcy House (2 Main Rd., map #3) was built ca 1890 as a ummer house by Dewitt Marcy.
He was the brother of Charles A. Marcy and both were prominent members of the M ethodist-Episcopa Church
The Dr. Cram House (7 Main Rd., mgp #9) was built in 1895 by Dr. John W. Cram following afire that bumed
his previous house. Dr. Cram practiced medicine in the house from 1890 to 1935. Mrs. Katherine Cram was the
nurse, town librarian, and local historian. Asnoted earlier, the town library was kept in Cram house until the
Griswold Memoria Library opened in 1908. Dr. John Olson bought the Cram House and started his practice
therein 1937. He was the town's physician until 1975.

The Anfis Sourr House (5 Main Rd., mgp #7, Photo #6) is a Quean Anne syle housebuilt ca 1895 on the dte of
the historic Barber House, which bumed in 1895 (not to be confused with the Thomas Barber House, which once
dood a 13 Main Road).

Early Modern Period (1915 to 1940)

Colrain Center benefited from the street railway connecting to the railway & Shebume Fals. A number of the
center's resdents were employed by the trolley or able to commute to work in the mills. Nevertheless, thetrolley
contributed to a shift in busnessto Shebume Fals and Greenfield that incressed as automobiles becamewiddy
available. When the trolley dosed in 1927, there was no public transit.

The arrival of the automobile era in Colrainis perhgpsbest exemplified by Fred Call's converson of a former
blacksmith shop to Call's Garage (7 Jacksonville Rd.) in 1925. Charles Marcy reportedly sold automobiles inthe
atached bam of the Clark Chandler Store (1 Greenfield Rd.). In 1933, the construction of a new sed ad
concrete bridge over the North River realigned the road north through the Center as State Route 112 dong Main
Road and Jacksonville Road. The old Center Bridge was removed from service in 1933 and sold by the town, &
which point River Street became adead end.

Town wide, the economy ssams to have declined before the Great Depression, becoming worse duringit. The
town's populafion fell to itsnadir of 1,391 in 1930, a 24% decline from 1915. The magjor industry was the
Griswoldville Manufacturing Company, which wes still privately owned by the Griswold Family. In 1932, the

(continued)
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Kendal Company took over the mills to prevent liquidation. The only known houseto have been built in the
district between 1915 and 1940 was the ca. 1925 house & 2 Cobum Street. There was neither the goece nor the
incentive for infill devdopment or for expanson of the Center.

Neverthdess, the district remained the center of town life. Ashas beaen discussed earlier, the Churches Canter
School, Memorid Hall, and Griswold Memoria Library continued to be active. The pogt officewas in the
Samud Coolidge House (3 Greenfield Rd.) from about 1930 to 1970. The town bought the Trolley Car bam in
1928 and remodded it into atown office. Renovations to severd buildingsinthe Colrain Center Higtoric Didtrict
gopeear to date fromthis time period.

Post-World War 11 to the Present (1945 to 2006)

During this period the center gradually logt its civic and insfitutional functions, becoming mogtly residentid.
While no new congtmction hes affected the integrity of the district, buildingsimportant to the Srestscape, auch es
the Colrain Inn, the trolley car bam, and the Dmry law office were lost to fire or demolished (vacant lots 127/35
& 36). The Colrain Centrd School (at 22 Jacksonville Rd.) was congtmcted acrossthe North River outsde of the
district in 1951. At the same time, the Center School/Old Town Office (9 Jacksonville Rd.) was converted into
the town office. A concrete block garage for the town highway maintenance equipment and fire truck was added.
This served as the town officeuntil anew one was consgmcted west of the districtinthe 1990s A single house
was congmcted in the district within the period of significance, the ca 1945 Cole/HicksHouse (25 River &t.). In
the last 50 years, new constmction has primarily involved garagesand sheds A smadll building—the Fire Hose
House—that dood near the former Colrain Inn on Greenfield Road (parcd 127-36) was relocated to the Colrain
Historical Society's property a 8 Main Road inthe 1990s The foundations of the Fire Hose House and the
Coalrain Inn remain on the otherwise vacant parcel 127-36. Four buildings grouped around the centra intersection
and Common are vacant, deteriorating, and condemned. Their losswould gregtly ater the historic village
character of Colrain Center.

Fortunately during this period, other significant buildings have been adgpted to new uses. As has bean discussed
above, aformer bam was converted for use as the Pogt Office (16 Main Rd), the Methodist-Episcopa Church (4
Main Rd.) was converted to arestaurant, etc. Itishoped that listing on the National Register of Historic Haces
will contribute to the preservation of Colrain Center by making adaptive reuse projects financially feasble and by
helping to foster an appreciation of the Center's history and significance.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Colrain are poorly understood, any surviving Stes could
be significant. Few ancient Stesrecorded in the town, combined with the lack of sysematic Ste examinations and
comprehendve townwide archaeologica surveys, havereaulted inlittle detailed information for the area. Because
the town has remained primarily a farming community and ressted intensve deveopment, it ishighly likely that
sgnificant ancient Nafive American archaeologica dtes survive. Regiond information indicates that surviving
Stes may date from the Paleoindian (10,000-12,000 B.P.) Period to Native Contact with Europeansinthe 17 ad
IS* centuries. Ancient Stesinthe district may provide abasis for reconstmcting both environmental change
within the mid-Connecticut River Valley and the process of cultural adjusment as Native people adopted their
stlement and subsgence drategies in response to that change Archaeologica data and secondary sources
indicate that Native American resources should exist inthe district arean Archaeologica survivas inthe district
locde may hdp to clarify the importance of this areardadtive to other Native settlements dsawhere dong the
Connecticut River. Smdler, temporary ancient Stesinthe district locae may represent a functional adgptation for
the exploitafion of riverine and upland floral and fauna resources with larger coretype sSteslocated dong the
Connecticut River inthe Northfield Core and Deerfield-Greenfield Core aress.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to contribute detailed information on the
evolution of a 19* century village inthe hills of northwestem Massachusetts. Archaeologica resourcesinthe
Colrain Center village are especidly important Snce mog town records were logt to fire inthe 19* century.
Additional documentary research combined with archaeologicad survey and testing may locate ssmctura evidence
of ingtitutional, civic, commercial, and residentia buildingsno longer extant inthe villagetoday. Archaeologica
resources may contribute important information related to the location, integrity, and architectural form of
buildings thet are typically vemacular examples of popular architectura styles. Archaeologica resources may
aso contribute examples of 18* century village settlement that are non-existent today.

Detailed andyds of the contents of occupationd-related features may aso contribute important information
rdated to the activitiesthat occurred in civic, commercid, and resdential buildings. Archaeologica resources
may contribute important social, cultural, and economic information related to the inhabitants of farmsteads ad
reddences ultimately characterizing life inthe villagethroughout its 18 and 19* century period of devdopment.
Archaeologica resources may contribute important information on the growth of the Center from isolated
farmgeads to villagelife, characterized by an economy of farming, husbandry, and textile manufacturing.
Stmctura evidence from outbuildings combined with evidence from occupational-related festures mey contribute
evidence of texfile manufacturing on farmsteads and in homes as atype of cottage industry supplementing
agricultural producfion and more formal textile manufacturing.

(continued)
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Ultimately, architectura information from buildings combined with social, cultural and economic information
obtained from the analyss of the contents of occupationa-related features may contribute abetter understanding
of 18* and 19* century rurad hill life inwestem Massachusatts Historical research combined with information
from archaeologica resources may enable important research into topics including self-sufficiency and the extent
that the Colrain community was isolated from other westem Massachusatstowns and the remainder of the date
Important information may aso exist that documents why the Center remained an important focus of town life
even after itsingtitutional and civic congregations and offices relocated to other parts of town.

(end)
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Name of Property County and State

1Q. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property  30.20 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
Bernardston, MA-VT Quad map

1. 18 688260 4726880 3. 18 688920 4727200
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 18 688800 4727260 4. 18 688900 4726660
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_X_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11 Form Praparfid By

name/tile  David B. Rodgers, Colrain Historical Commission, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MIHC

organization Massachu.setts Historical Commission .date  October 2006
street & number 220 iViQrrissey Boulevard .telephone  617-727-8470
city or town BoslOD state MA , Zip code_Q2125

Additional DociimBntation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Prnpftrty Ownftr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number. Jelephone.

city or town .State. _zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Sen/ice, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTMs (continued)
5. 18 638700 4726580 6. 18 633440 4726680

Verba Boundary Description

The digtrict rediates from the smdll triangular common formed by thejunction of Main, Greenfield, and
Jacksonville Roads 1t extends dong Greenfield Road, ending a& and including the house a 16 Greenfield Roed
(parcd 127/40). Along Main Street, the district endsa the intersection of Cobum Street and includes the first
two houseson that dreet (2 and 7 Cobum Street; parcds 126-20 and 126-8), which fall into the district's period
of dgnificanceand are visually part of the district. Along Jacksonville Road, the district includes two 19th
century houseson ashort Sde sreet (1 and 2 Stregter Lane; parcds 127-30 and 127-27); it then extendsto the Y
junction of Jacksonville Road and River Street, continuing along the eedt Sde of River Street. The North River
mns aong the west dde of the dreet. The district boundary crossesthe river to include the abutments of the old
Center Bridge on parcd 128-3. The boundary of the district generally followsthe reer lot linesof all parcds
included on the data sheet and shown on Colrain Assessor's Mgps 126, 127 and 128. Exceptions are four lotsthat
have extensve acreeges 127-38, 127-39, 127-22 and 127-55. For these aline of convenience hes been dravn to
connect the rear 1ot lines of the adjoining properties.

Verba Boundary Justification

The Colrain Center Higtoric District is a dense group of historic buildings, sructures and objects thet are
physicaly isolated by the North River and wooded hills, both of which form natural boundaries for the historic
resources. At thejuncfion of Cobum Street and Main Road, the dendty of the center endswith the buildings on
parcds 1265 and 126-8. The large lot associated with the William Pitt House (parcd #127-55 a 8 Main Road,
mep #10) hes an arbitrary line of convenience connecting the back comers of the adjacent lots. Thisreaulted ina
digtrict lot of 129 acresby caculation as opposad to 42 acresin the entire parcel. Likewise, an arbitrary line was
drawn acrossthe large lot associated with the John Dmry House (parcd #127-22, 5 River Street, map #54),
resulting in adistrict lot of 08 acresby calculation as opposed to 44 acresin the entire parcel . The exduded part
of both parcds is degp and wooded. For vacant parces #127-38 and #127-39, the district boundary was drawvn
connecting back comers of the adjacent lots. Thisresulted indistrict lotsof 025 and 05 acresby calculation
respectively as opposed to 9.0 and 5.3 acresrespectively. These parcds enhancethe district by connecting
contributing resources on the north Sde of Greenfield Road

(end)
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PHOTO LIST

Photographer: David B. Rodgers
Date of photos June 2003
Location of negatives. Colrain Historic Commisson

Photo # and description

1 Griswold Memorial Library, 12 Main Road, looking southeest.

2. Congregationa Church/ Town Hall, 1 Jacksonville Road, looking north.

3. Methodist Episcopa Church, 4 Main Road, 1ooking southeed.

4, Dr. Deene House, 10 Jacksonville road, looking west.

5. Center School / Old Town Office, 9 Jacksonville Road; Call's Garage, 7 Jacksonville Road,
looking north.

6. Clark Chandler Store, 1 Greenfield Road; Antis Spurr House, 5 Main Road; Brick Store, 3 Main Road;
Common, looking west.

7. Memorid Hall, 17 Main Road, looking west.

8. O. M. GanesHouse, 9 River Stredt, looking northeest.

9. Ssoond Methodist Parsonage, 3 River Stredt, |ooking eedt.

10. Charles Thompson House, 9 Main Road; Dr. Cram House, 7 Main Road; Clark Chandler Store,
1 Greenfield Road; Methodist Episcopa Church, 4 Main Road; William Pitt House, 8 Main Road;
looking northesst.

11 Ceanter School / Old Town office, 9 Jacksonville Road; Call's Garage, 7 Jacksonville Road;

Ansd C. Smith House, 3 Jacksonville Road; Congregationad Church/ Town Hall, 1 Jacksonville Road;
Charles Dewitt Marcy House, 2 Main Road; Methodist Episcopa Church, 4 Main Road; Tin Shop,
1 Main Road; Horace Winchester House, 4 Jacksonville Road; 1ooking southeedt.
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MHC#

912

151
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144
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146
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166

167
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STREET ADDRESS

2 Cobum Strest
7 Cobum Strest

Greenfield Road
Greenfield Road
Greenfield Road
Greenfield Road
1 Greenfield Road
3 Greenfiedld Road
5 Greenfield Road

6 Greenfield Road

7 Greenfidld Road
11 Greenfield Road
13 Greenfield Road

Greenfiedld Road
Greenfield Road
16 Greenfield Road

1 Jacksonville Road
3 Jacksonville Road
4 Jacksonville Road

6 Jacksonville Road

page |

HISTORIC NAME

Town Common

STYLE

Civil WaAVW | memorid done
WW |1/KorealVietham mem. Wood

Hegpole

house

Bushey House

gaege

sSte of law office/car bam
Ste of hotd

foundation of Hose House

foundation of hotel bam
Chandler, Clark Store
Coolidge, Samud House
house

gaage

McGee, Josgph House
bam

Fox-Thompson-Hoallis H.
Fox, David Hat Shop
Dewey, Robert House
shed

dhoe shop

house

shed

Cong. Church/Town Hall
Smith, Ansd C, House

Winchester, Horace, House

atached bam
house

of 4

dde geble
front gable

vecant |ot
vacant lot
fone
concrete
Federd
Gregk Reviva
no style

no style
Federd

no syle
Federd

dde gable
no syle

no tyle

no style
veacant lot
vecant lot
no syle

no syle
Gregk Reviv.

front gable
Greek Reviv.

front gable

DATE

ca 1830
ca 1891
1976

late 20* c.
ca 1925
ca 1900
early20th c.

ca 1900
early 20* c.
ca 1813
1832

ca 1880
early 20* c.
ca 1830
lae 19* c.
ca 1830
ca 185
ca 1830
late 19* c.
late 19* c.

ca 1910
early 20* c.
1834

ca 1860
ca 1840
ca 1870
ca 1880

TYPE/STATU
S/C

ac
O/NC
OINC
B/C
B/C
B/C
S/C
S/C
ST/C
ST/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
S/C
S/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C



flap # parcel #
45  MI-26
46 1275
47 12711
2 127-8
3 12752
4
5 1277
6 12753
7 1276
8 12754
9 1275
10 12755
n
12
A
63
13 1274
4 12756
Cc
15 1273
16
17
18 12757
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MHC# STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME STYLE DATE
atached bam early 20*0.
140 7 Jacksonville Road Cal'sGarage front gable ca 1890
139 9 Jacksonville Road Center Sch./Old Town Office Col. Rev. ca 1910
atached garage 1950
15 10 Jacksonville Road Deane, Dr. House Federd ca 1827
atached shed late 19* c.
165 1 Main Road Tin Shop front gable ca 1850
150 2 Main Road Marcy, ChalesD. Hou2 QueenAnne ca 1890
outbuilding no tyle early 20* c.
14 3 Main Road Brick Store Federd, brick ca 1314
commercid
9 4 Main Road Methodist Episc. Church  Gothic Revival 1836
164 5 Main Road Spurr, Antis House QuenAnne ca 18%
atached bam ca 18%5
152 6 Main Road Smith, Dr. Nathaniel H. Federd ca 1830
atached garage late 20* c.
13 7 Main Road Cram, Dr. House Quen Anne 1895
atached bam ca 18%5
10 8 Main Road Pitt, William House Itaianate ca 1850
bam no syle mid 19* c.
bam no syle late 19* c.
bam no syle ca 19%
Fire Hose House moved ca 1995 ca 1900
163 9 Main Road Thompson, Charles House Federd ca 1819
atached bam late 19* c.
153 10 Main Roed 1" Methodist Parsonege Itaianate ca 1840
bam no syle 1990s
162 11 Main Road Walkup, George House Federd ca 1820
bam no gyle lae 19* c.
bam no style late 19* c.
n 12 Main Roed Grisvold Mem. Library Neoclas. Rev. 1908
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TYPE/STAT

B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C

B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/NC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/NC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C



Map # parce #
19 1272
20 12758
21 1271
&4 12621
2 167
23

1266
24

126-5
50

127- 24
51
82 127-23
5 1272
F
G
A 12721
5 127-20
56 127- 19
5 187
H
58 1288
v 1289
5 12810
60 128-10, 1283
48 127-30
E

MHC#

B

N Qw Q

B &

011
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STREET ADDRESS

13 Main Road
14 Main Road
15Main Road
16 Main Road
17 Main Road
19 Main Road
21 Main Road
1 River Stret

3 River Sret
5 River Sttet

9 River Stret
11 River Ste

13 River Stret
15 River Strest

21 River Sret
River Srest

25 River Strest
off River Stret
1 Stregter Lane

OCTOBER 2006

COLRAIN (Franklin), MA
HISTORIC NAME

Congregationd Parsonege

atached bam
house
atached bam
Hagg House
atached bam
Pog Office

Memoria Hall
Stone, Mosss House

bam

Dunton, Louis House

atached bam

Russl, George House

atached bam
bam

2" Methodist Parsonage
Drury, John House

gaege
shed

Ganes CM. House
Buck, Roswel House

atached bam

Rus=Hl, CharlesHouse

house
gaage

Smith, Royal House

Cole-HicksHouse
Center Bridge abutments

house
gaage

STYLE DATE
front gable 1801
eariy 20¢ c.
Quean Anne  ca 1910
ealy 20"
front gable ca 1885
late 19 c.
front gable ca 1970
Queen Anne 1895
ddegable ca 1900
ealy 20 c
front geble ca 1910
ealy 200
front geble ca 1850
late 19* c.
no style late 19* c.
QuemnAnne 1895
no syle ca 181(/1830
Col. Rev. 1963
no syle mid 20* c.
Grek Revival ca. 1847
ddegeble ca 1844
late 19 c.
ddegable ca 1843
frontgablew./ell ca 1842
no style late 20* c.
Sdegadle ca 1842
vacant lot
no style ca 1945
done ca 1870(1794)
ddegable ca 1850
no syle late 20* c.

TYPE/STATUS

BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BINC
BINC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BINC
BIC
sIc
BIC
STIC
BIC
BINC
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Map# parcel* MHC# STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME STYLE
49 127-27 4 2 St-eder Lane house no tyle
various gonewadls

Contributing Resoiuces 75 buildings, 6 Stes, 3 smctures, 1 object = 85 total
Nonconttibuting Resources 6 buildings, 1 smcture, 2 objects= 9 tota
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DATE

ca 1830
various

TYPE/STATUS

B/C
ST/IC
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October 5, 2006

Mr. John Roberts

National Regigter of Historic Places
National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Roberts
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Colrain Center HD, Colrain (Franklin), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties inthe district were notified of
pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: David Rodgers, Colrain Historical Commission
Duane Scranton, Colrain Board of Selectmen
Karen Davis, MHC, consultant
Chair, Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.glatemausmhc



