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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Since 1950 the building has been used as a store with living 
quarters for the owners on the second floor. Within the main 
two-story frame structure there are remains of the original adobe 
overnight house in the form of an existing wall. That struc­ 
ture was originally built in 1868 by Flint & Bixby Stage Lines. 
The redwood framing of the two-story hotel added to the earlier 
adobe in 1890 is still intact. A major portion of the original 
shingle roof has been replaced with galvanized iron, and a 
dormerejcj window appears fto have ,been appended to the seco-n^d 
story ,on the. west end. of the main structure as. a, second double 
sash window with mulj(.ion being ad<3ed to the original double ,sash 
on the,.right, front of the t^o-stqry, structure and in the left 
front of the larger building. Door changes are apparent, in. the 
Post Office to the left front of the two-story structure and 
in the left front of the larger building itself.

Interior alteration includes partitioning dividing the original 
store into two rooms and the removal of the original staircase 
to the rear west end of the structure and a fireplace has been 
closed. The structure has been painted a number of times since 
its period of greatest importance in the decade preceeding the 
turn of the, twentieth century and is currently .,two-toned red 
and pale green.

The setting is rural, approximately one hundred yards off the 
original El Camino Real and 1/8 mile from the present site of 
Jolon in its period of greatest activity at least two other 
businesses existed in close proximity and iri the same side of 
the roadway. They are no longer extant and the building in 
question is isolated from any other structure.
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT Renson Plaskett (?)
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Captain Tidball f s Store In Jolon, Morrtere'y Ooimty, owes it's 
u'riiqueness £nd significance to the fact that it is the only 
commercial b'tfitifllng^ still standing and intact in what was once 
the thrivihg stage stop, -trading and social center of Southern 
Mori^rey County, \Jolon ;

The Button Hotel, a National Register building and Tidball/'s 
chief competitor for the supply of food-stuffs, clothing, build­ 
ing supplies and other necessities to a wide range of consumers 
including stage travellers, ranchers, and miners from the Los 
Burros district of the Santa Lucia Range, and occasional local 
Indians, at present is no more than a ruin.

Tidball & Button had originally been partners in the stage stop 
and hotel bearing the latters name. In 1878, due to marked dif­ 
ferences of opinion, political and otherwise, Capt. Tidball moved 
his activities about \ mile south of the Button Hotel and went 
into business for himself. The local post office moved with 
changing political administrations from one facility to the other 
during their active periods, keynoting the differences between 
the former partners.

The Tidball building looks today, except for very minor alterations, 
as it did in 1890, the year of its final transition from an adobe 
way station, to a proper retail store and the hayday of commercial 
activities in Jolon. The coming of the S.P. Railroad to King City 
in 1886 followed by a highway bypassing the old El Camino Real 
in 1910 doomed the popular social center of the San Antonio Valley 
to decline and obscurity.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION • .

A one acre parcel of land lying within the Milpitas Rancho near the 
confluence of Jolon and Murry Creeks within Monterey County. The 
point of beginning lies North, 36 feet and West, 30 feet distant from 
the Northwest corner of the Tidball Store as now constructed. Then 
from said point of beginning running around the Tidball Store the fol­ 
lowing courses to the point of beginning: East, 208.71 ft. West 208.7If 
____________________________________South. 208.71 ft. NQJPtlK208.71f
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION^
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL XX_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the Natij 
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ial Park Service.

TITLE State Historic Preservation DATE


