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The Danish West India and Guinea Company ¥arehouse__and related_og±.- 
ejci^y^an ^^ city blocE^Eounded by" King Street 

on the north, Hospital Street on tlieFeast, Company Street on the south and 
Church Street on the west. The grade falls approximately eight feet from 
the southwest to the northeast corner. The main structure is "L" shaped,^ 
consisting of a Jwo^sUa^Ljiip-roofed south wing running tKe fuli:Tength 
of the southern property line actJoffi3Sg Compiny 'Street, ahoTsf story and 
one-half, dp^e^ej^jn^sart^roofed west wing running along a portion of the 
western pro^ertyTZne adjoining Church Street. An iron gate .and alley to 
an inner courtyard separate the north wall of the west wing from a one-story 
kitchen, which in turn adjoins an above-grade cistern which extends to the 
northwest corner of the property. Two additional above-grade cisterns ad 
join this cistern and extend east on the north property line snd terminate 
in an exterior stair leading to the covered cistern roofs. A second one- 
story kitchen building and outside oven is located in the northeast corner 
of the property. A wall joins the southeast corner of this kitchen and 
the northeast corner of the south wing of the main building, thereby comple 
ting the enclosure of the courtyard. This wall contains an iron gate op 
posite the gate and alley to the west. An exterior monumental stair from 
courtyard level to the second floor of main building is located in the angle 
of the "L", and rises through a portion of a fourth cistern.

All courtyard and building walls are stuccoed imported Danish "bal 
last brick11 masonry and rubble construction. The exterior faces of main 
building walls are increased several inches in thickness from grade to 
approximately three to eight feet above grade to form a stylobate. The 
horizontal line thus formed establishes the height of courtyard walls and 
serves as a strong unifying element. First floor windows of both wings 
have stucco surrounds; second floor windows of the south wing have none. 
A stucco string course is just below second floor window sill level of the 
south wing, and the parapet of the north wall of the west wing has a decora 
tive stucco coping. This is also the only wall of the complex with stucco 
quoins at its corners. The eastern stuccoed masonry gateposts are quoined 
and capped with decorative pediments with dentils below; the western gate 
posts are flanked with decorative arched niches and support a decorative 
coping. Plain stuccoed surfaces are painted yellow; stucco trim and wood 
work are painted white, except shutters are painted green.

The corrugated iron roofs of the main building wings are of recent 
origin; original roofs were probably wood shingle. Rainwater from the 
main building roofs is conducted by gutters and leaders to the.cisterns, 
which remain in use. The shed roof of the northwest kitchen is probably 
flat brick on purlins and joists with galvanized metal overlay. The north 
east kitchen has a gabled galvanized metal roof on wood frame construction. 
The northeast kitchen has an interior fireplace and brick chimney; the 
large brick exterior oven at the northeast kitchen is protected by a flat 
brick roof supported by wood purlins and beams* All windows including
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7. Description

dormers are shuttered; however, nuts, bolts, screws, frames, sash, doors and 
shutters are of recent manufacture.

The interiors of the main buildings have been extensively remodelled, 
and early construction cannot be visually determined.

The general decor is simplified Renaissance with traces of Baroque, and 
reflects the influence of the French Ecole des Beaux-Arts through the Danish 
Academy. West Indian influence is evident in the monumental exterior stair, 
the absence of fireplaces and chimneys in living quarters, second floor loca 
tion of living quarters above first floor warehouse and office space, and the 
probable original use of wood roof shingles, storm shutters, and louvered 
ventilating shutters. Originally constructed ca. 1750 and remodelled in 
and 1939* the early basic shell of the building remains intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Croix was the most prosperous island in the Danish West Indies, 
and during the 18th and early 19th centuries extremely productive and 
wealthy. The Danish West India and Guinea Warehouse iji Christiansted was 
the center of the colony's commercial activity during the 13th century. 
This fact alone establishes unusual historic significance for this building. 
It continued as an integral part of the city's commerce through the 19th 
century, at one time housing a Panama Telegraph and Cable Company office, 
and now containing a U. S. Post Office substation on the first floor and 
U. S. Customs on the second floor.

Although documentation has not been completed, it is certain that 
most exterior masonry walls are original or of early date. Exterior reno 
vations have been limited to normal maintenance items, and the general 
configuration of the building has not been altered since the early 19th 
century.

The building is of architectural significance not only as a repre 
sentative example of colonial Danish West Indian architecture and West 
Indian Architecture generally, but also as part of a unique townscape bear 
ing comparison to European Court Towns of the 18th century. This signifi 
cance was recognized in 1952 when this building was one of six included 
within the Christiansted National Historic Site.
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Olsen, Herbert; Historic Structures Report, Part 1, Library Building (Old 
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82, Fig. 8, p. 85.
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