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Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

LA Signature of the Keeper Date of ActionOf

Amended Items in Nomination:

Statement of Significance: The period of significance is listed 
as 1909-1940. Because the area of significance is architecture, 
the period of significance should read 1909, 1915.

This information was confirmed with Pat Bick of the Montana SHPO

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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1. Name of Property________________________________________________________
r s:oric r.eme Model Laundry and Apartments____________________________________
c:-er names/site number Dorothy Apartments

Location
s-.-eet & number 131 West Alder Strppt. /aj not for publication

Mis soul a vicinity
Montana code 030 county MlSSOula code 063 zip code 59802

2. Classification
Ownership of Property 

X oriva'.e 
.__. public-local 
__ public-State 

CL'b'ic-Federal

Category of Property

[xjbuilding(s)
1 ] district
1 isite
{ j structure
f~l object

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1___ _____buildings

1

structures
objects
Total

N'i.Tie of related multiple property listing:
Historical Resources in Mlssoula, T864-T94Q

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0_________

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As_the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
A_ nomination I _ I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property l*U meets I _ Idoes not meet the National Register criteria. I _ I See continuation sheet.

; Signalure of certifying official // 0

KT StVPO
Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my

; Signet

opinion, the property I _ I meets I _ Idoes not meet the National Register criteria.

ure of commenting or other official

I _ | See continuation sheet.

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I. nereby, certify that this property is:

js/entered in the National Register.
I_j See continuation sheet, 

{determined eligible for the National
Register. [_)See continuation sheet. 

_I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

emoved from the National Register. 
,~.er, (explain:) ____________

u

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Laundry______
Apartments ______________________

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Apartments___________ ____

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Western Commercial

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation 
walls ___

concrete
brick

roof _ 
other

asphalt
wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Model Laundry and Apartments is a rectangular, two-story, stretcher 
bond brick commercial building with a flat roof and wooden cornice. The 
windows are wood frame, double-hung eight-over-one and one-over-one 
units. A projecting two-story, rear stairway was added in 1931. The 
building is located at the north end of the central business district of 
Missoula near the area of the old Northern Pacific Railroad tracks and 
at the west end of a block with adjoining one-story brick commercial 
buildings, most of which were built during the historic-period.

The roofline of the building has an overhanging wooden cornice with 
brick dentilation under the eaves. A horizontal brick frieze consists of 
inset ornamentation over two raised stretcher belt courses. Upstairs 
windows are wood frame, double-hung, one-over-one units with a 
continuous, rusticated sandstone sill. The first floor consists of two 
major bays, the east side one consisting of four, wood frame, double- 
hung, eight-over-one windows with metal-frame storm windows set in a 
band. It is likely that these windows were put in place during the early 
1930s to fill in an open-glazed storefront. The entryway consists of wood 
frame casement windows including a wood door with full-length window, 
flanking wood frame, multi-light panels and screened-in fixed transom 
light. A fixed canopy separates the door from the multi-light transom 
panel. The canopy is wood frame (1x10) with a molded metal cornice. It 
is suspended from the side of the building by chains anchored in the 
front facade.

The side of the building features full-length brick pilasters toward the 
north and south ends of the building. All windows are wood frame, double- 
hung, one-over-one units and have sandstone sills. The frieze evident on 
the front facade runs the length of the west side of the building. The 
west side of the building has three window wells located in the side 
walk. The front well only is accessed by a concrete stairway and consists 
of a concrete wall and wood-framed, double-hung, one-over-one window and 
what was once a full length door. Both openings have alternating vertical 
header and stretcher arches. The wells are fenced in by pipe railings. 
Glass blocks on the sidewalk are located between the wells and next to 
the top of arches, indicating the location of basement windows that have 
been filled in.

I See continuation sheet
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The rear of the building has an exterior, three-story, square brick 
chimney that extends above the roof line of the building. The rear of the 
building features three-tiered header relief arches over wood frame, 
double-hung, one-over-one windows, which flank a central wooden door. A 
two-story porch with a "Z"-shaped, wooden, two-story stairway enclosed 
by stucco walls projects from the rear of the building. An outside 
concrete stairway leads to the rear basement entryway (doors are one- 
over-two upper pane and one-over-two lower wood panels) with a three-­ 
tiered header relief arch above the doors.

This historic commercial building has "good integrity of design, 
materials, workmanship, and association. It has experienced,., some Loss of 
integrity with the addition of the rear, exterior stuccoed porch, which 
was added by 1931. First floor integrity of the building is unusually 
good for a commercial building of this age.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ 1 nationally [ | statewide [x~| locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I JA I IB fx"|C I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I IB I |c I ID | IE I |F I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1909-1940 1909

ca.

Cultural Affiliation
n/a

Significant Person Architect/Builder ., 1X , ., ,_ , n . 
n/a Oke Bakke (attributed), 1915 remodeli ng

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Model Laundry and Apartments is eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places under criterion C as it is an excellent 
example of early twentieth century commercial architectur.e.,w.lth,,.its 
rectilinear commercial design, ornamental frieze work, and regularly 
spaced fenestration. The large rear chimney stands as evidence of the 
historic use of the building as a laundry. Basement entryways, window 
well and glass blocks, over what probably were vaults under the 
sidewalks, also remain from the time when the laundry occupied the 
building.

The building was constructed ca. 1909, when the property was owned by 
either Ole and Paul Bakke or James H. T. Ryman. Subsequent owners 
included W. E. Wheeler (1912), Ole Bakke (1922); Caroline Dixon, W. C. 
Murphy, and W. M. Alien, Trustees (1934), and Chris Lemke (1938). The 
building originally was the Model Laundry, with Joseph Hagen, President 
and General Manager. In 1915, Hagen moved his business to his new 
building at 111 East Spruce, and the first floor space of this building 
was likely converted into apartments. Local architect, Ole Bakke, lived 
at this address in 1915 and may have been responsible for overseeing the 
renovation of the laundry space. The primary entrance and first floor 
window band of the facade were probably installed at this time. These 
alterations are judged to add to the significance of the building. The 
building became known as the Dorothy Apa-rtments by 1929. Constructed 
during the second major building boom following the completion of the 
railroad to Missoula, this was one of several commercial, multi-family 
buildings built during that period in the central business district.

[~] See continuation sheet
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Missoula

v'ous documentation on file (NFS):
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey £ ______________________...______
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record %_____ .

See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[xf] State historic preservation office
O Other State agency
QJ Federal agency
\^\ Local government
[ [University
[H Other
Specify repository: , 1.,... il>,.,,. ,..

10. Geographical Data
acreage of property _less than one acre

UTM, References
A .1 ,2 I 1217 il I9,7,0j 15 ,1 19 .5|9,3,0 

Zone Easting Northing

C 1 . I II i I i i I I : I I '

Zone Easting Northing

continuation sheet

Vernal Boundary Description 

C.P. Higgins Addition, Block 10, W 10' of lot 10, all of lot 11.

continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the city lots upon which the historic building was erected

continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
Will Jam A. Babcock , Jr., Missoula Historic Preservation Officer

organization City Of MJSSOUla

street & number 201 West Spruce St. 
city or town MJSSOUla

date August 1989
telephone 4nfi/7?l-47nfl pxt

Montana____ z \ p C0de 59802


