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The house George Bonelli built in 1916 was identical in plan to the 
one his father had constructed at Bonelli's Landing years before. 
The foundation of the burned house was used for the new one. The 
tufa stone was milled and hewn by Bonelli himself at a quarry in the 
canyon three miles north of town, ~ ——,„„»,...,.»»,»«. -->

Bonelli had concluded that fireplaces were hazardous so the new 
house was heated by coal and wood stoves with very carefully built 
chimneys.

The lot has 100' on Spring Street and 125' on Fifth Street. It is 
a 2-story house of tufa with a concrete foundation. Interior walls 
are wood stud with plaster and the 10' ceilings are also plastered. 
The wiring and plumbing are original, as are the stove and sink in 
the kitchen. Much of the original furniture is still in use.

The house has a hipped roof with dormers and is bordered on three 
sides by a 6' veranda and galerie. The galerie is supported by 
8x8 wooden pillars.

The walls of the first floor are 14" thick and on the second floor 
they are 12". The total floor space is 2,520 square feet. All 
floors are wood. The ground floor contains a living room, a parlor, 
a bath, a kitchen, and a dining room. Upstairs there are three 
bedrooms, a drawing room, and a bath.

The house needs some repair work but is basically sound. ———
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bonelli House is an interesting 2-story house of local stone 
built in 1916.

Daniel Bonelli, a Swiss stonemason, came to Utah with a group of 
Mormons. In 1875 he went to Arizona and purchased the ferry at a 
spot on the Colorado River which became known as Bonelli's Landing. 
He had a farm there and built a stone house. Both are now covered 
by Lake Mead.

Bonelli's son, George, moved to Kingman and built a 2-story 
wooden house in 1894, soon after his marriage. His seven sons 
and two daughters were born in that house, which was one of the 
earliest structures in the city. In 1915 the house burned to the 
ground and Bonelli decided to build a stone house on the same lot. 
The new house was well suited to Kingman's desert climate. The 
thick walls provided insulation and the verandas provided shade.

George Bonelli was a prominent citizen of Kingman. His father -—- 
had given him Quail Springs Ranch as a wedding present and he 
gradually increased the property to include 28 springs and approxi­ 
mately 100 square miles of grazing land. He had a meat market in 
Chloride and built and operated a general store in Kingman. The 
second floor of the Bonelli Building was a rooming house.

In his later years, he opened a jewelry store where he did very 
elaborate engraving.

The City of Kingman now owns the Bonelli House and is restoring it.
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8. Significance Bonelli House

The Bonelli House design is admirably suited for the hot 
summers of Mohave County and is of a style common throughout 
the tropical colonies of European nations.
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ARIZONA STATE HISTORIC
SHPO INVENTORY NO.

PROPERTY INVENTORY
IDENTIFICATION
SURVEY AREA NAME' Historic Resources

HISTORIC NAME:_BonelliHouse

ADDRESS/LOCATION: 5th at Spring 
C ITY/TOWN: Kingman 

TAX PARCEL NUMBER:__m^-nfi.-l67A 

OWN ER: City of Kingman________

OWNER ADDRESS: w. 4th street

Kingman. AZ 86401

HISTORIC USE:_ 
PRESENT USE:

house

museum

houseBUILDING TYPE:_
STYLE: Neo-Colonial Revival

CONSTRUCTION DATE; 1916______

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: George Bonelli 

INTEGRITY:_ unaltered 

CONDITION: excellent/restored

DESCRIPTION

STORIES: DIMENSIONS: (1) , (w)
STRUCTURAL MATERIAL: stone-tufa

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: concrete

WALL SHEATHING: none

APPLIED ORNAMENT: second story ga.
ustrade - cupola square with fou:

SKETCH MAP:

COUNTY: Mohave SURVEY SITE: 5-26 

USGS QUAD: Kingman Quadrangle______

T 21N R 17W S 24 /_SW % OF THE ___ i 

UTM Zone 11, E-768560, N-3898040

Description (contd.)
ROOF TYPE: hip - hip roof dormers

ROOF SHEATHING: unknown

EAVES TREATMENT: closed

WINDOWS: 1/1 double hung, wood frame

ENTRY: central in north and east facades 

first and second stories._____________

PORCHES: first and second story - wood 

posts from porch floor to roof______

STOREFRONTS:

NOTABLE INTERIOR: restored for museum

OUTBUILDINGS: none

ALTERATIONS* converted to museum

PHOTOGRAPH 

PHOTOfil J. Garrison
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HISTORIC ASSOCIATIONS (be concise): —.-...
PROMINENT OCCUPANT/HISTORIC ASSOCIATION^) Built by George Bonelli, prominent Kingman 

citizen. Bonelli operated a large ranch, general store, and jewelry store (below)

RELATIONSHIP TO LOCAL DEVELOPMENT_ 

CULTURAL AFFILIATIONS

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE Classical depiction of Neo-Colonial Revival style.

MAJOR ARCH. FORM/MATERIAL Built of locally quarried tufa. 

ENGINEERING/STRUCTURAL___________________________

DISTRICT/STREETSCAPE CONTRIBUTION____________________________

DISCUSSION AS REQUIRED:
in Kingman, and meat market in Chloride. His father was a Swiss stonemason. 
George Bonelli lived in Kingman from 1894 and raised a large family there. 
His original home burned in 1915, prompting the construction of this house.

CONTEXT: ISOLATED/RURAL___ RESIDENTIAL STREET x COMMERCIAL___ CENTRAL SQUARE_ 
CBD: ' OTHER:

BIBLIOGRAPHY/SOURCES:
Nomination to National Register of Historic Places, State Historic Preservation 
Office.
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