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Use: Private Residence

Site: The Stratton House occupies an 80 foot lot at the southwest corner of 
East Washington and North Fourteenth Streets, two blocks from the city 
square in Centerville, Iowa.

Exterior: The Stratton House is a one and one-half story brick residence 
three bays wide and two bays deep, with a limestone foundation, 
four prominent gables and a central brick chimney (a modern 
replacement). Suggestions of the Gothic Revival Style are evidenced 
by the cruciform plan, steeply pitched gables and the decorative 
bargeboard trim. A green composite shingle roof covering wood and 
a*\93Q's porch spanning the front comprise the most obvious modern 
improvements. Windows are trimmed with slim dressed stone lintels 
and sills. There are four lights to the windows and the central 
doorway is bordered by sidelights, panels and a transom. Metal 
disc clamps on the exterior walls indicate that tie-rods had been 
installed for stabilization some time ago. A 1930's frame garage 
appears next to the building on the east t Three osage orange 
trees are all that remain of the original landscaping*

Interior: The interior of the Stratton House reflects the exterior cruciform 
shape. Four rooms of almost equal size comprise the floor plan. 
A smaller room appears at the entryway on the south and another 
on the north. All millwork is simple but in walnut. The stair 
rail is also made of walnut. No major modifications exist on the 
interior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stratton House derives its significance due to its Gothic Revival Style and 
the contributions of its owner/builder to the community of Centerville, Few 
Gothic Revival residences in brick remain in Iowa. Although this structure 
lacks the Gothic Revival lancet arches, its plan, steeply pitched gables and 
bargeboard trim set it apart not only from other residences in the immediate 
area but in the state as well.

Jonathan F. Stratton was born in Erie County, Pennsylvania in 1801, Moving to 
Michigan in the 1820's, he was an early community leader, working as a surveyor» 
commissioner of highways and Justice of the Peace. In 1841 he was the first to 
stake a claim in Appanoose County, Iowa, west of the Chariton River and about two 
miles east of Cincinnati, After moving to Udell Township in 1843, bis home wafc**" 
the site of the first religious meeting and the first election held in the county,

He is, in addition, credited with starting the first school in the northern part 
of the county at his home where six or seven pupils were taught by his wife. In 
1845 he erected the first grist mill and in 1846 surveyed, platted and settled 
in the new county seat, Centerville. It was in Centerville that he built the 
present house in 18£8; where he died in 1884.
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