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Edwards Hall is a large, two-story brick residence that was 
built by Benjamin Edwards in 1821. The front facade is 
three bays in width. Each of the two end bays displays four 
shuttered windows. The central bay is gabled and has two 
identical double doors, one above the other, with a narrow 
unshuttered window above the second story door. Each of the 
double doors has glass sidelights and a glass transom. The 
first floor doorway is flanked by period lighting and opens 
into a low porch that has a wrought iron railing; while the 
second floor doorway opens onto a balcony with identical 
wrought iron trim.

Edwards Hall is located on a knoll overlooking Goebel Ave. 
It is a stately home that has elegant interior woodwork. 
The building was meticulously restored approximately thirty- 
five years ago and, having been well maintained, it is still 
in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Edwards Hall is a stately two-story brick residence that was 
built by Benjamin Edwards in 1821. It is one of the more 
prominent hp,mes in the jSmaJl ,£own Of Elkton, Kentucky.

The first owner of Edwards Hall was Benjamin Edwards. He 
was a member of the Maryland convention that ratified the 
United States Constitution and represented Maryland in the 
U. S. Congress in 1792. He was a member of a prominent 
family; other members equalled or exceeded his achievements. 
His brother, John Edwards (1748-1837) represented Kentucky 
in the Virginia House of Delegates before Kentucky became a 
state; he helped Kentucky attain statehood, was elected to 
both nouses of the State Legislature, and was one of the 
first two U.S. Senators to represent Kentucky.

Ninian Beall Edwards (1775-1833), son of Benjamin and Margaret 
Edwards, was elected to the Kentucky Legislature?at amgearly 
age. In 1803 he became a judge, and at the age of 329 he beeam 
the Chief Justice of the Kentucky Court of, Appeals. - InHsD809 
President James Madison appointed him Governor of the Illinois 
Territory, a position he retained until Illinois became a 
state in 1818. He served as one of the first U.S. Senators 
from Illinois. His son (Benjamin Edwards' grandson), Ninian 
Wirt Edwards (1809-1889), was the first superintendent of 
public instruction in Illinois and was elected to the Illinois 
State Legislature several times. His wife, Elizabeth P. Todd, 
was Mary Todd Lincoln's sister. Abraham Lincoln met, courted 
and married Mary Todd Lincoln in the home of Ninian W. and 
Elizabeth Todd Edwards.

Benjamin Edwards' grandson, Benjamin Helm Bristow (1832-1896), 
was born at Edwards Hall, Elkton, Kentucky; his parents were 
Francis M. and Emily E. (Helm) Bristow. In the Civil war, he 
fought as a Union Colonel. In 1863, without his knowledge he
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Family records. 
^Dictionary of American Biography.
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was elected to the State Senate from Christian County. After 
he resigned from the State Senate, he was immediately appoint 
ed Assistant United States Attorney. In 1866 he became the 
United States Attorney for the Kentucky District. In 1870 he 
was practicing law with John M. Harlan as his partner when 
Congress created the post of Solicitor General. President 
Ulysses S. Grant appointed Bristow the first Solicitor 
General. In 1874, President Grant appointed him Secretary of 
the Treasury; and in that position,he destroyed the Whiskey 
Ring. Later, he was second to James G. Blaine in the number 
of votes needed to secure the Republican nomination for 
President. In 1879 he became the second president of the 
American Bar Association.

Edwards Hall is significant both for its architectural merit 
in the small town of Elkton, and as the home of Benjamin 
Edwards, progenitor of several outstanding Americans and as th 
home of Benjamin Helm Bristow, Secretary of the Treasury.
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