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Historic Name Cooper^Davenport Tavern Wing 

Kioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of piioto. 
Staple to left side of form. 

atetdi Map: Draw map shewing property's location 
IX relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
jeographical features, indicate a l l buildings 
)etween inventoried property and nearest 
jitersectiOT(s). 
ndicate north " 

See Attached Assessor's M^p 

Use: Presait residence/apartments 

Original tavern/inn 

DESCRIPTICW 

Date 1808 

Source Northwest Cambridge, Vol. V. 

Style Federal 

Architect none 

Exterior wall Fabric asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) The west wing i : 
the only portion of the building surviving. 
Replacement siding, rear porch addition. 
win^ow^g^h (now 2/2) were a l l added in the 

Condition poor 

from Beech St. near 
Moved Mass. Ave, Cam-Date 1885 

bridge 
Acreage Less than one-acre 

Setting The building is located in a densely  

set urban residential area on the Somerviiie/ 

Cambridge border. 

jm REFERENCE 

JSGS QOADRANGLE 

JCALE 

Z S N 
19 - 325/960 - k69k/320 

Boston North 

1:25,000 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Mass. Historical Commission 

Date May 1986 



NATICmL REGISTER CRUSOA STiffEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Cooper-Davenport wing retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship 
and association. As a well-detailed late Georgian-early Federal building that 
represents a significant portion of an important colonial early national 
tavern, the building meet Criterion C and Exception B of the National Register 
of Historic Places on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SICWIFICRHCE Describe in?x>rtant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ooBBunity. 

The Cooper-Davenport Tavern wing is important as one of the earliest 
structures, standing in Somerviiie and one of only a few Federal-period 
buildings extant in the City. 

The Cooper-Davenport Tavern wing is a Late Georgian (ca. 1806) wing of angular 
outline that was added to the western end of the original Cooper-Davenport 
Tavern, which stood on Massachusetts Avenue at the corner of Beech Street in 
northwest Cambridge. The main part of the tavern was built in 1757 by 
Jonathan Cooper, and was demolished ca. 1888, at that time this wing was 
spared and moved to its present site on Eustis Street in Somerviiie. 

HISTORICAL SianFICANCE E ^ a i n the role owners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the develoiment of the comnunity. 

Once at the intersection of the Cambridge-Concord Road and the 
Medford-Charlestown Road, the Davenport Tavern wing was moved from Beech 
Street to its present site in 1885, when the rest of the building was razed to 
make way for the St. James Episcopal Church. The main portion was a 
Georgian-style building erected in 1757 by Jonathan Cooper and was operating 
as a tavern within the next decade. The tavern passed through a number of 
hands serving the growing commercial area that evolved near Beech Street and 
North Street (later Massachusetts Avenue) in the late-18th and early-«-19th 
centuries. In 1806, shortly after the opening of the Middlesex Turnpike along 
the same route, John Davenport acquired the tavern. Davenport refurbished and 
expanded the building adding the nominated portion, a 2 1/2 story late 
georgian-early Federal-style wing. During the early-19th century, Davenport 
tavern was a well-known way station, famous for its "flip" a popular drink. 
Since it was moved in the late-'19th century, the building has been in 
residential use. 

BIBLIOGÊ APHY and/or REFERENCES 

Cambridge Historical Commission. Northwest Cambridge, Vol V. p i z i ; 

illustration of original tavern, p. 135. 
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ÛTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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