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Address 81 Eustis Street

Historic Nane Cooper”~Davenport Tavern Wng

Use:  Presait resi dence/ apartnents
Original tavern/inn

CESCR PTGV

Date 1808

Source Northwest Canbridge, Vol. V.

Style Federal

Architect none

Exterior wall Fabric asphalt shingle

Qut bui l dings none

Major Alterations (with dates) Thewest wing i :
the only portion of the building surviving.
Repl acerment siding, rear porch addition.

w n*owrg™h (now 2/2) were al | added in the
Condi tion poor

from Beech St. near
Moved Mass. Ave, CamDate 1885
bridge
Acreage Less than one-acre
Setting The building is located in a densely
set urban residential area onthe Somerviiiel

Canbri dge border.

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg
Organi zation Mass. Historical Conm ssion

Date My 1986



NATICmL REGISTER CRUSOA STIffEMENT (if applicable)

The Coopa-Davenport wing retains integrity of design, materials, workmandhip
and association. As awell-detailed late Georgian-early Federal building that
represents a significant portion of an important colonial early national
tavern, the building med Criterion C and Exception B of the National Register
of Historic Places o the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SCWIHCRHCE Describe in?x>rtant ar chitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the ooBBunity.

The Cooper-Davenport Tavern wing is important as ane of the earliest
structures, ganding in Somerviiie and one of only a fev Federal-period
buildings extant in the City.

The Coope-Davenpart Tavern wing is a Late Georgan (ca. 1806) wing of angular
outline that wes added to the westen e of the original Cooper-Davenport.
Tavern, which sood an Massachusetts Avanue at the corner of Besth Street in
northwest Cambridge The man part of the tavern wes built in 17557 by
Jonathan Cooper, and wes demdished ca. 1888, at that time this wing wes
Fared and moad to its present site an Eustis Street in Somerviiie.

HISTORICAL SanFICANCE E”™ain the role ovmeas played in local or state history and hav the
building relates to the devdoiment of the comnunity.

One at the intersection of the Cambridge-Concord Reed and the
Medford-Charlesown Road, the Davenpat Tavern wing wes mosd from Beath
Street to its present site in 1885, when the rest of the building wes razed to
meke wey for the St. James Episcopal Church. The main portion wes a _
Georgian-style building erected in 1757 by Jonathan Coopa and wes operating
as a tavern within the next decade The tavern passed through a numbe of
hands serving the groning commerda area that evolved near Besth Street and
Noth Street (later Massachusatts Avenue) in the late-18th and early-«19th
centuries. In 1806, shortly after the opening of the Middlesex Turnpike alcéng
the same route, Jan Davenport acquired the tavern. Davenpart refurbished
eqpandad the building adding the nominated portion, a 2 1/2 story late
georgian-early Federal-style wing. During the early-19th century, Davenport
tavern wes a wdl-known \/\5?/ station, famaus for its "flip" a popular drink.
Snce it wes moad in the late'19th century, the building has bem in
residential use.

BLI GFAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES

Ganfori dge Historical Gonmaission. Northwest Ganbridge, Mol MV p izi;
i Ilustration of original tavern, p. 135
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