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NATI Q1. REQ STER ai | TEBUA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The OW Gardner House posseses integrity of design, setting, materials, worknanship,
feeling and associations. | tissignificant as an exceptionally well conceived and
preserved exanple of the Gothic Revival style, featuring steeply pitched gables trimred
with fanciful scroll-sawnvergeboards, acorn-shaped drops, and |ancet w ndows i n sone of
the gables. As one of the finest representations of the Gothic Revival style ina town
noted for its nunerous exanples of this generally rare style (see forms #230, 171, 172,
4A3, 429, 276, 232), it neets criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places.
[ts nove fromthe town hall (NR 3/83) site in 1889 has not effected its architectural
AF(J—?%‘P%JM%I%JIFION\CE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate 1 n terns of
other buildings within the connunity.

The Gardner House i sa |i story, wood-frame dwelling sheathed with clapboards and enclosed

by a steeply pitched gable roof with cross gables. | tishbuilt on the innovative sidehall
plan introducedin the 1830s and 18A0s and used until the end of the century. As isthe
case with nmany of these other small-scal e houses, it is extended by a one story wing. The

house di splays nany of the hallmark features associated with the Gothic Revival stylein-
cluding el aborate scroll-sawnvergeboards, acorn drops, grooved cornerboards, -axd w ndows
headed by |abel moldings, and i n sone cases, pointed arches. Wndows generally retain
original 66 sash. The main entry issinple detailed with sidelights and a gabl ed hood
with its omn mniaturevergeboard. A second entry with sidelights provides accei'S to the
wing. The only alteration to the house, and one which isinkeeping with its overall
spirit of design, i sa Queen Anne style porch that waps around the wing and was probably
added around the time the house was noved in 1889.

HSTCS ICAL SSON FI CANCE Explain the role owners played inlocal or state history and hew the

building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity. N

This house i s one of a pair that once stood on the triangle fornmed by Washington Street,
Main Street and M. Vernon Street (see Wnchester Center HD; N 1987), | tws owed by
Oiver W Gardner while its twin (no |longer extant)ws owied by Alexis Cutting. Stylistic
evidence along with historic naps indicate a construction date of cl8A0 for both. In 1887
when the town voted to locate its new Town Hall on the site, the Gardner House was noved

to its present site on Myrtle Street which was then a rapidly devel oping residential area.
At the sane tinme the house was sold to Charles H and Abbey Dunhamwho retained ownership
until 1940. The Cutting House remained on the site and was used by the Anerican Legion

and later the Rd Oross until it was denolished in 1968 to al |l ow for expansion of the
Wnchester Library. - ]

- j-
In addition toits architectural significance, the house reflects a devel opment pattern
typical of nany Massachusetts conmunities inthe [ate 19th and early 20th centuries.

Town centers, originally characterized by an eclectic mx of uses were increasingly given
over to comercial and institutional uses and becane ringed by residential neighborhoods.

The noving of the Gardner House in 18387 to nake way for a town hall clearly illustrates
this pattern.
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