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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sioux County Courthouse is a rectangular (80' x 100'), 3-story building,
clearly Richardsonian in style. It is made of red Minnesota sandstone, laid
in rock-faced random and regular ashlar bonds. All trim is white sandstone,
the roof covered with tile.

The principal feature of this hipped-roof structure is the 120-foot, square

tower rising above the entrance. It is in five stages, with four corner turrets
and an octagonal spire topped by a statue of Blind Justice. Clocks are set in
gables on each face below the spire. Several types of arcading are featured,

in traditional Richardsonian style, including a two-story compound-arch arcade
and above it a much smaller arcade of engaged columns. The main door, below

the tower, is recessed within a large, compound Romanesque arch. A side entrance
features a similar arch set in a massive stone wall. On this side, too, is a
small turret with flagpole.

Window treatment is also typically Richardsonian, with long, rectangular windows
on the main floor, smaller Romanesque windows trimmed in white above, and even
smaller recangular windows at the top. The tower and building cornices have
classical overtones. Detailing is consistent on all facades.

Only the basement level has been altered in the interior (lowered ceilings,

in particular). Public areas of the courthouse have marble floors, wainscoting
and baseboards. The courtroom has oak woodwork, wainscoting and furnishings,
original gas/electric light fixtures, and features a blind arcade across the
front wall with a fresco above the bench.

In the main hall are four portraits done by Fred Reinders, of Hospers, Iowa.
They depict the four members of the scouting party sent from Pella, Iowa in
1869 to seek a location for a Dutch colony in Sioux County, which began the
real settlement of the area. A painting of the expedition, also by Reinders,
accompanies the portraits.



) SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOQOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—1400-1499 —.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—-1500-1599 . AGRICULTURE ' __ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 Z*ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
——-1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING ——-MusIC ~ —THEATER
—1800-1899 ——COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/$E"I'TL:EMENT _PHILQSQPI;{Y —TRANSPORTATION
K1 800- __COMMUNICATIONS ——INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1904 YBOIXKER/ARCHITECT  Wilfred Beach

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sioux County Courthouse is one of the finest examples of Richardsonian
Romanesque architecture in Iowa. Typical of the style are the massive,
rusticated, varicolored stonework,-bold Romanesque detail, wide, heavy
arches and corresponding arcades, and the variety of window treatment.

The courthouse was designed in 1902 by Wilfred Beach, of Sioux City. It
was begun in that year and completed two years later. It still serves the
county as a center for government and law enforcement.
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