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[E2 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHEGK ONE CHECK ONE
ZXEXCELLENT __DETERIORATED ZUNALTERED )_(_ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The property was originally vacant. The post office was constructed in
1936-1937. The structure has basically remained unchanged. The only changes
made have been the installation of steel beams to secure the structure and

the skylights were removed. The building is a Spanish style building with a
two tier Spanish barrel tile roof. The windows are double hung with segmental
arches. Above some of the windows are hollow cylinder ornamental tiles. It
has marble stairs leading from the street level to the main entrance with
brass hand rails.

The building is made of stucco. The interior has maple wood floors except for
the lobby which has a tile floor. The lobby is very impressive. Decorative
exposed cypress beams (mever refinished) in excellent condition are on the
lobby ceiling. Hanging in the lobby are three murals painted by Charles Rosen
completed in 1938 depicting Seminole Indian scenes. No other information is
known about them. The lobby also has two large marble pedistal desks. The
postmaster's office is paneled with cypress panels.

The Palm Beach post office is an example of Spanish Colonial Revival Architecture
because of the red tiled roof of low pitch and the stucco building material. It is
also characteristic of this type of architecture because of the ornate interior.
Attached are pictures showing the interior with the exposed decorated cypress beams
that have never been refinished, and the large marble pedistal desks.

Also attached are an interior space plan and a plot plan. On Drawing No. AS-3 it
shows the skylights that were originally in the building. They were removed in the
late 1950's or early 1960's when central air conditioning was installed in the post
office. There is not any historic significance to the layout of the interior space
other that it was functional to conduct post office business.

In 1981 major work was done on the foundation. A whole new foundation including
steel beams and columns were put in the crawl space of the building. No changes were
made that effected the exterior or interior appearances.



EJ SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
_1600-1699 X_ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART —ENGINEERING __MuUSsIC _ THEATER
__1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X 1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIEV!
__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES

Property acquired 6-10-31
Construction 4/36 - 5/37

Louis A. Simon, Supervising Arch.

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Watt and Sinclair of Florida, Inc.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE CONLTactor

This building was built under the Federal construction program. Originally,
Addison Mizner, a famous local architect, designed a building but his design
was turn down because the $200,000 was prohibitive. It is felt that the
building has a significant architectural style especially the interior as
described on the previous page. Louis A. Simon was the Supervising Architect
for the Government. The building was built by Watt and Sinclair of Florida,
Inc., for a cost of approximately $164,400,

Mr. Addison Mizner, the architect whose design was turned down, designed many
structures in Palm Beach and is greatly admired by the local people. It is
said that his designs transformed Palm Beach into a medieval city.

It is felt that this structure designed by the Government (Louis A. Simon,
Supervising Architect) has architectural significance as explained on the
previous page. This structure is very different from the others designed

by the Government in that is is much more ornate and presents a "richer" look
so that it conforms with the exclusive atmosphere of Palm Beach.

Post office construction in the :.. 1930's to 1940's was funded under the Public
Buildings Act of 1926 which was amended in 1930 to increase funds. The Act of 1926
marked a continuing trend towards an increased emphasis on efficiency in Federal
construction based on needs. Post office construction was delayed by the crash of
1929 and the depression that followed. However, during 1930-1940 more than three times
the number of post offices were constructed than during the previous fifty years. This
building program helped to reduce the unemployment in the architectural field which
suffered during the first year of the depression.

In general, post offices constructed during the 1930's were streamlined and had
minimum ornamentation with an emphasis on economy. The Palm Beach post office is an
exception to these generalizations due to location in an exclusive area. Added
features such as decorated cypress beams and marble pedistal desks in the lobby,

. cypress paneling in the postmaster's office and marble entrance stairs with brass hand-

rails all made this building unique and different even though it was designed by the
Government's Supervising Architect.

continued on the attached.



nMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Whiffen, Marcus. American Architecture Since 1780, Cambridge; The MIT Press, 1969.

Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce. Official Guifde to Palm Beach, Palm Beach: Florida
Printing Co., 1981.

Junior League of the Palm Beaches, Inc. Palm Beach Entertains — A Distinctive Cookbook
and Social History, Palm Beach, Jr. League of the Palm Beaches, Inc., 1976.

Additional Information From: Mrs. Maxine W. Banash, Dir., Historical Soc.Palm Beach Count

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA Mr. Al Tracy, Postmaster, Main Post Office, Palm Beach, FL

Ms. Mona Liska, Project Coord.,Landmark Comm, Town of Palm
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPT|0N

Northeast corner of North County Road and Royal Poinciana Way, Town of
Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida, more particularly described as
A part of Government Lot One, in Section Twenty-Three, Township Forty-
Three South, Range Forty-Three East containing approximately .48 acres.
(See attached legal description)
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Legal Description
Palm Beach, FL
MPO

A part of Government Lot One {1}, in Section Teonty-Thre
Y . = N : ; R 5 ey a
,‘,(23} 5 Town_zhip*Fortx—‘Ihree {43) South, Range Fox°*l:,v:6v-l;"1"111°ee9

(43) East, situated in the Town of Palm Beach, Florids

. b’ Averms,” so-called
y=2wo, and. 17/100: (452,

1ghty-Eignt Dograes,:




