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1. Name of Property

historic name Star Barn Complex

aha namegste numbe Hotter, John, Barn and Outbuildings; Walnut Hill

2. Location

street & number I|"issley Drive at State Route 283 for publication
city or town Lower Swatara Township N~ vicinity

sate Pennsylvania code PA county Dauphin code Q"3  zip code 17057

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this” nomination

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets fhe procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
A meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e niJdonally CUsfrwide”JS Ically (C See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

June 20. 2000
Signature of certifying official/Titl5 Date

Brent D. Glass, Exe' Dir PA Hist-orical & Museum Commissinn
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets U does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natioirat Park Service Certification
| herebi®ertify that the property is:

entered in the National Register.
Q See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register
Q See continuation sheet.

[U determined not eligible for the
National Register.

n removed from lhe National
Register.

cn other, (explain:)
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Name o Propety

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

E private E building(s)

+ public-loca + district

+ public-State + site

+ public-Federal + structure
+ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

ACGRICLTURE animal facility
ACGRICLTURE agricultural outbuilding
ACGRI QLTURE/ storage

7. Pescription
Architectural Classification
(Enter cafegories from ingtructions)
Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Dauphin County, PA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do nof include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
4 2 buildings
0 0 sites
2 0 structures
0 0 objects
6 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from ingructions)
WORK IN PROGRESS

Materials

(Enter cafegories from instructions)
foundation AAAAA

walls "~OOD

roof. METAL

Other ASPHALT

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Star Bam Complex isthe outbuilding complex of a former farm constmcted in 1872,
located in Lower Swatara Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania. The nominated parcel
contains gpproximately three acresof land and includes six contributing resources. large bam, pig
bam, carriage house, chicken coop, grain silo, and milk house and two non-contributing resources.
two atached equipment sheds The complex islocated dong Nissley Drive where State Route 283
intermpts the road. The et devation of the bamfrontsNissey Drive ad its rear north elevationis
adjacent to the southerly right-of-way of State Route 283. The bam and its parcd are adjacent to
the associated farmhouse and severa suburban-housing tracts. Thefarmhouse, surmised on a
sparae legal parcd located esdt of the complex, isnot included in the National Register
nomination due to severd dterations affecting itsintety. The man bam, localy known as the
Star Bam, is an 1872 Gothic Revivafive-bayframebam. Thebam has numerous decoraive
featuresincluding prominent star-shaped ventilators centered within each geble end and cross-
gable. Its immense cupola, centered above the cross-gable roof, is square with two pointed-arch
ventilators within recessed panels with an octagond spire above. A sone and woodf enceencloses
the bamyard immediately south of the bam with both the bam and a smaller pig bam dong its
perimeter. There are severd smdlerframeoutbuildings, aso consmcted in 1872, scattered around
the property including apig barn, carriage house, and chicken coop. Thesexttitbuiidings mimic the
Gothic Revival detailing of the main barn but on asmdler scae. They eech have trefoil wooden
brackets, sar-shgped ventilators and cupolas with octagond spires. Also present on the property
are more utilitarian styled outbuildingsincluding a concrete block milk house, concrete silo and two
frame equipment sheds. The Star Bam Complex issmilar to the typical Pennsylvania-German
family farmin design, building type, and fimction. The former farmstead retains its architectura
integrity as the magjority of features, both exterior and interior, are intact. The bam and its historic
outbuildings are in sound condition; however, the 1872 buildings are threstened by ongoing
deterioration and encroaching devel opment.

The Star Bam Complex sandson aleve polygond lot a the northerly end of Nissley Drive
in Lower Swatara Township to the southeest of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. It is Stuated dong the
southerly right-of-way of State Route 283 gpproximeately one mile to the eat of Interstate Route 83.
Spring Garden Drive acocesses the propertyfromthe south via Nissley Drive. State Route 283
intermpts Nissley Drive, which therefore deed-endsimmediately to the west of the bam. Tothe
esdt of the bam complex isthe associated farmhouse, now located on a separateparce. Once the
farmhouse to the Star Bam Complex, it was congdmcted in the early ningteenth century. After
svead dterations, including amodem c. 1985 two-gtory reer ell, the building beers little
resemblance to an early farmhouse. These dterations have affected its overdl integrity. To the
south of the farmhouse and to the southeedt of the bam isaresdentia subdivison known as
Woodbridge. The subdivison contains modem single-family houses and duplexes. The houses are
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designed in severd Modem styles and are Stuated on high-density lots dong the curvilinear
Woodridge Drive. A similar housing development islocated on the south sde of Spring Garden
Drive, across an openfield from the Star Bam Complex. The East Shore Community Church, a
modem building of no style constmcted in 1999, is located to the west of the property on the
remaining acreege of the former farm.

The layout of the Star Bam Complex includes the secondary outbuildings clustered around
the main barn divided by the historic thoroughfare of Nisdey Drive. The main bam, pig barn and
bamyard are west of Nissey Drive and the domestic outbuildingson its eest Sde, i.e. the carriage
house, and chicken coop, oriented toward the assodiated farmhouse. The largeframebam isthe
focal point of the complex. Immediately south of the main barn isthe barnyard. The bam forms the
north barricade of the barnyard with wood and sone fences enclosing the remaining sdes. The
gone portion of the fence gretches across the south end of the yardfromNisdey Drivetoa
contributing pig bam. Thewood fence extends west from the southwest comer of the pig bam
approximeately forty feet before tuming to the north to meet the equipment sheds A second wood
fence extends southfromthe southeest comer of the main bam to the gonefence. Immediatdy
outside the boundaries of the bamyard, to the south, isa shadlow pond. The pond, congmcted in
1986 is part of an underground dream draining into the Susquehanna River.

The bam, locally known as the Star Bam, isalargeframebank barn congmcted on a sone
foundation. Thetwo-gtory building isroughly 67-6" wideby 105-6" long and isby far the most
prominent building of the farm. The 1872 Gothic Revivalfive-baybam has a centered cross gable
and sguare cupolarising above the gabled roof Thebarn isan open-forebay dandard Pennsylvania
barn, oriented with its forebay and principal eevation to the south. The barn's upper floor extends
saven feet beyond the forebay wall, supported by hardwood beams At either end of the south
elevation, the donewall risesto entire height of the forebay with larger gone quoins laid a the
comers. The open forebay is partidly enclosed with afour-foot high sonewall laid with
rectangular cut greyfieldstone.Brick pavers linethe floor of the forebay. Above the sone wall
restsawood nailer that supports aventilator wall. The ventilator wall is consgmcted of staggered
vertical four-inchwood posts evenly gpaced to dlow both ar and light into the ground floor of the
bam. A four-foot portion of the ventilator wall isenclosed by concrete block, alater dteration.
There are seven openings gpaced unevenly across the forebay, threeto acoommodate cattle or
machinery and four passenger openings Thewider openings are aranged between thefirst and
second bays, off-centered in the third bay, and between the fourth and fifth bay. The passenger
openings have X-pattem batten Dutch doors. These are located in the first and fifth bay and the
remaining two, paired between the second and third. The Dutch doors have long strgp hinges with
heart-sheped tapered ends. Two of the wider openings are covered with diding vertica betten
doors hung off ametd track. A wooden four-rail gate barricades the third opening. Additionaly,
there are three six-over-six double hung wood windows aong the forebay.
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The upper portion of the south eevation of the bam isconstmcted of wood siding covering a
heavy timber frame. Five diding X-pattemed batten doors v/th pointed-arch ventilators ebove are
evenly spaced along the second level of the barn's south devation. These ventilators are openings
with louvers partially enclosngthem. A larger ventilator in the shapeof adar iscentered in the
cross gable. Triangular wooden brackets support both the roof and its cross gable. A clover-shaped
trefoil isscroll cut in the center of each bracket. The expangve roof is covered with deteriorated
danding sseam metad. An immense cupolawith an octagond spire, rising thirty-six feet above the
roofridgeof the barn, islocated a the intersection of the main roof and the cross gable. The
wooden cupolais squarewith two pointed-arch ventilators within arecessed pand on eech of its
devations. Scroll-cut brackets support the pyramida hipped roof A metd cap in the shgpeof a
fleur-de-lis topsthe octagond spire.

The east devation of the barnfrontsNisdey Drive. The raised sone basament is ssan dong
the entire length of the elevation. The soneislaid in coursed mbble fashion with larger gone
quoins laid a the comers. At the ground floor level, there are three window openings and an X -
pattem batten Dutch door, eech with an arched sonelintel acove. The windows are currently
covered with plywood. The upper portion of the barn on its eest evation is constmcted of wood
siding covering a heavy timber frame. Four tal pointed-arch ventilators or louvered windows are
evenly spaced dong the second level of the bam. The pointed-arch ventilators are centered above
thefi rstfloor'sdoor and two of the window openings. The fourth ventilator is dightly to the left of
the lagt window to accommodate the extending forebay. At the northeast comer is an X-pattemed
batten door leading off from the threshing room floor without alanding or steps on the exterior.
Triangular arched wooden brackets with the identical clover-shaped trefoil scrollwork aso support
the gable end of the barn as on the south elevation. Centered within the gable isalarge sar-shagped
ventilator of comparable sizeto that located on the south eevation. Two large plywood shets
cover the bottom portion of the dar ventilator. The arched ventilator to the north ofthe gar is dso
covered with plywood. There is damage of the wood dagpboards of the eedt devation and especidly
to the louvers of the ventilators, currently under the plywood shegts

The north devation of the barn Sits on araised sone basameant with an earth ramp doped to
mest the main levd of the barn. Theramp is congmcted over the gone vaulted cellar adjacent to
the bam. The basament, exposed to either Sde of the bank, isdso coursed mbble sone
congtmction. There are two sone arched window openings within the besemeant on ether sde of
the bank. These openings are currently covered with plywood boards from the interior, however the
arched wooden window jamb is still evident. The north evation isdivided into seven bays. There
are three pairs of rear ramp doors measuring 14'-6" in height, leading to the threshing floor. The
current doors are replicas of the originasand were congmcted in 1997. The origina long drgp
hinges with tapered heart-shgped endswere reused. On @ther Sde of the threshing doors are two
six-over-sx wood windowswith T-&" tall pointed-arch ventilators above. Thecross gable hes larger
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ventilator in the shapeof adar in its center with two pointed-arch ventilatorsto either sde of the
gar. Triangular arched wooden brackets support both the roof and its cross gable. A clover-shaped
trefoil isscroll cut in the center of each bracket.

Thewest devation of the Star Bam is partially concealed by two non-contributing
equipment sheds. The sheds obscure the raised sone basament of the bam; however, the shedsare
separate buildings and are not intemally cormected to the main barn. The sone of the Star Bam's
west eevation is aso laid in coursed mbble fashion with larger donequoinslaid a the comers.
There are four window openings on the ground floor level that are concedled by the equipment
sheds Seen above the roof of the shedsare four pointed-arch ventilators on the main floor of the
bam. Centered within the gable isalarge sar-shgped ventilator of comparable size of that located
on the other dlevations. Unlike the other three elevations, there are no wooden brackets dong the
gable. Thefasciaand soffit boards are identica in constmction and size as onthe other devations
with asimilar molding profile. The absenceof bracketsfrom the west elevation isattributed to its
orientation awayfromthe historic main thoroughfare, Nissley Drive.

The ground floor interior of the bam was dtered in the early twentieth century to
accommodate dairy cattle. There are Sx concrete troughs mnning dmost the entire width of the
bam, leaving awakway aong the north elevation. There are sixteen wooden support posts speced
the length the walkway. The remaining posts on the ground floor were replaced with sted columns,
There isa small wooden cupboard in the southwest comer of the gonewall. Two large cupboards
are located on the oppodgte wall. Also located on the eest wall are large pinsdriven into the
masonry.  1n the northeest comer of the bam isiron and wood pand partitioning the stablesfrom the
reer walkway. Thefloorjoists of the main floor are chamfered. The entirefirst floor is
whitewashed from floor to ceiling. A pull-down wooden dair islocated in the northwest comer of
the bam. Located to the north of wakway isavaulted cellar. The cellar isaccessed from the bam
by two arched openings dong the reer walkway. The stone cellar a0 has two additiona arched
doors on both its eest and west ends Thefirstfloorof the bam isdivided into five sgparate ddls,
sparated with den walls of beaded pineboards. Two haymows are located in each gable end of the
barn. Each of the mows has ahole that opens to the ground floor in the forebay. Holes in thefloor
are located a the sde of each of the granary. Thegranaries are located in northeest and northwest
comers of the bam. The upper portion of the barn iscongtmcted in heavy timber framing. From the
interior of thefirst floor, the origina shingleroof can been seen.

The c. 1872 contributing pig barn isa smal two-storyframestmcture located in the comer
of the barnyard, south of the main bam building. This barn mimicsthe Gothic Revival detailing of
the main bam but issmdler insze. The smcture messures 18-2" x 40-3". Thebuilding is
oriented with its gable end mnning north to south with a centered cross gable. The gonewall dong
the south edge of the barnyard isintegrated with the pg® barn's sone basement. On the north and
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south gable ends are two door openings located dightly off-center on the first floor. Centered above
on the upper level isthe door or window opening. These four openings have been covered with
plywood. As onthe main barn, there are triangular arched wooden brackets under the wide eaves.
A clover-shaped trefoil isscroll cut in the center of each bracket. Theroof is covered with agphdlt
shingles. A cupolawith an octagona spire islocated & the intersection of the main roof and the
cross gable. The square wooden cupola has a pointed-arch ventilator wdthin arecessed pand on
each of itsdevations. Scroll-cut brackets support the pyramida hipped roof and ametd cap in the
shgpe of afleur-de-listopsits octagond spire. The eadt eevation of the building is completdy
covered with plywood protecting the doors and other openings. There isadar shaped ventilator
centered in the cross gable and wooden brackets with aclover-shaped trefoil design lining the
eaves. Three window openings are evenly goaced dong the west elevation. Thereisa dar shaped
ventilator centered in the cross gable. Thewooden brackets, typical on the other devations are
absent on the west devation of the pigbam. The sscond floor isaloft, used primarily for sorage.

L ocated across Nisdey Drive due eestf romthe main bam is acontributing carriage house.
Thewoodf ramestmcture meeaures 26'-4" x 60-5" and isa miniature version of the main bam. The
c. 1872 Gothic Revival building is oriented with its gable end mnning north to south with a centered
cross gable. On the north and south gable ends, thefirst floor has openings encompassing the entire
first floor. There is evidence on theseframesof door hinges, indicating thet the openings once
contained double doors on both devations. The upper floor has two six-over-six double hung
windows on ether sde of an X-pattemed batten door. Centered above the door in the gable isa sar
sheped ventilator. Beneath the wide eaves are triangular arched wooden brackets. A clover-shaped
trefoil is scroll cut in the center of each bracket. The roofis covered by cormgated shest metd.
Severd pieces of the meta are missing on the southwest comer of the roof A cupolawith an
octagond spire islocated & the intersection of the mainroof and the cross gable. The wooden
cupolais squarewith a pointed arch ventilator within arecessed pand on each of itsdevations.
Scroll-cut brackets support the pyramida hipped roof A metd cap in the shape of a fleur-de-lis
topsthe octagond spire. The eest and west endsof the building incorporate com cribs that extend
the full length of the building and the siding a the lower leve is gpaced to provide ventilation for
the cribs. Four six-over-six double hung wood vrindows are evenly oaced along the upper floors.
There isa dar shaped ventilator centered in each of the cross gables. On the west elevation,
wooden brackets with a clover-shaped trefoil design linethe eaves. These brackets are absent on
the eadt devation of the carriage house.

The interior width of the carriage house dlowed awagon or carriage to be pulled inside and
dored. There isno floor or foundation undemeeth the center of the building. Its interior eest ad
west walls comprise comcribs mnning the entire length of the building. The horizonta framingof
the cribs are goaced evenly gpart to providethe nesded ventilation for the cribs. Severd of the
boards are broken or missing. There are hand-lettered names, presumably of farm employees
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located on the west interior wall of the carriage house reading "1890/ TOM. HUBLEY/ J.
MULLOY/ W. GRIMWOOD" aswell as some other illegible names A st of winder gairsis
located in the southeast comer of the carriage house leading to the second floor. The second floor
was used primarily fbr sorage and has significant water damage as aresult of the leaking roof

A c. 1872 chicken coop is Stuated behind the associated farmhouse. The contributing frame
gmcture with an agphdt shingleroof is aone-and-a-haf story building pattemed after the other
outbuildings of the complex. Roughly 18-5" x 24'-3", the gable building has a center crossgeble
and acentral cupola. The south eevation isthree bays wide acconraiodating two window openings
and adoor opening. A third window opening is centered within the center gable. These window
openings are covered with plywood shedts, asisthedoor. A patemed vergeboard of individual
scroll cut wood pendantsline al of the gable pesks of the building. The octagona cupola hes
pointed-arch pands on each of itssdeswith amulti-gable metd roof A pattemed vergeboard
identica to that onthe main roof of the chicken house linesthe bottom of the cupolaroof

To the et of the bamyard and main barn isa one-story contributing milk house. The milk
house was congtmcted in the early twentieth century of masonry block. The utilitarian building of
no style has a gable roof mnning north to south. The building has awood betten door and a metd
fixed window onits south elevation. Its eedt elevation, dosest to Nissley Drive, has adiding door
hanging from ametd track. Thereisasecond metd fixed window to the south of the door.
Oriented off the northeest comer of the bam isa contributing large cast cemeant silo. Thesilowas
congtmcted in the early twentieth century when the farm's use was converted to dairy production.
Extending off the west elevation of the bam are two non-contributing one-story f rameequipment
sheds These pole-buildings are covered with vertical wood siding and consmcted after the Star
Bam Complex's period of significance. One has agable roof with the second's shed roof doping off
the south elevation. The sheds are deteriorated with much of their sding missing.

The Star Bam Complex and its historic outbuildings are in sound condition; however, the
buildings are threatened by ongoing deterioration and encroaching development. The farmsteed
retains architectura integrity sncethe mgority of features, both exterior and interior, are intact.
There have been minor dterations to the building over the years, including the ingdlation of
electrical wiring, but these have not obscured its origind form and style. The change in farming
production aso brought severad changes to the farm. Thelower level of the bam wasdramatically
ahered to accommodate cattle. Additionally, a camet block milk house was consgmcted just esst
of the barn. Two cast camatt silos were consmcted to the northeast of the main barn, only one of
which isextant. However as areault of raising only one specidized farm product, many of the
secondary buildingswere no longer used for anima housing. The other outbuildings were used
then for equipment dorage. This neglect eventudly caused severe decay to the smdl frame
buildings, as they were no longer integral components of theworking twentieth-century farm.
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Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark
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for National Register listing.)

2B A

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individuai distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark

"x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

c A

- B

owned by a religious institution or used (or
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

e« C a birthplace or grave.

+ D a cemetery.

e E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

. F

a commemorative property.

« G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Star Ban Complex is historically important in the areesof agriculture under Criterion
A forits association with both the horse and dairy industry in Dauphin County; and architecture
under Criterion C as alocally significant example of Gothic Revival farm architecturein Dauphin
County. The Bamwas a showplace for John Motter's successful horse breeding operation inthe
late nineteenth century but later became alucrative twentieth century dairy farm. The Star Bam
Complex isan example of Gothic Reviva agriculturd buildings in South Central Pennsylvania.
The Complex's period of significance begins in 1872, when the Gothic Revival bam and
outbuildings were congmcted for Motter's horsefarm. Its period of significance continues through
the 1920sas the farm became aworking dairy farm to 1950, thefifty-yearguideline for significance
in the National Register Program.

History of the Property:

The Star Bam Complex’s farm has aunique higtory prior to the constmction of the Bamand
other farm buildings. Colonel James Crouch, a Revolutionary War solider, purchased the farm from
Benjamin Brown in 1778 and owned it imtil hisdeathin 1794. Upon his degth the farm known as
Walnut Hill was willed to Crouch's son, Edward (Runk, 174). Wanut Hill isthe earliest known
nameof the farm so named for areference of awanut tree that served as boundary marker of the
property. Edward Crouch, aso aveteran of the Revolutionary War, served as a mamber of House
of Representativesfrom 1804 to 1806. Hewas gppointed an associate judge of Dauphin County in
1813 but resigned upon his election to the thirteenth United States Congress (Egle, 477). The 1799
Tax ligtsfor the Stateof Pennsylvania, Dauphin County lists a one-story wooden house for Edward
Crouch. After Crouch's degth on Febmary 2, 1827, hisonly daughter, Mary and her husband,
Benjamin Jordan succeeded to the edate of Walnut Hill. Jordan represented the Dauphin district in
the Pennsyivania State Senate from 1846-1860. Jordan died & Wanut Hill on May 24, 1861 (Egle,
510). Thefarmremained in the Jordan family until 1872. John Motter purchesed the 164-acre farm
known as Walnut Hill & auction for $19,310.34.

John Motter was bom in Lebanon County in 1822. Hisfather, Philip Motter (Matter) ran a
hotel in Palmyrafor many years. John Motter was much of asdf-made man, beginning work asa
saddler inPalmyra. In 1840, he moved to Harrisburg and began raising horses. He becamea large
Supper of stock to the westem dates. For many years, his sde dables were heedquartersfor deders

r. fine horses and his upright business methodsand principles gained him alarge patronage,

during the Civil War, Motter fiimished the United States army with thousands of mountsas well as
:ules for abaggagetrain service (Egle, 43). After the war. Centrad Pennsylvania agriculture

A perienced atremendous growth. Grain production on Permsylvania farms rose as grain prices
oared. The number of horses nesded on farms doubled; anead that Motter could gptly
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accommodate. Following the trend of other gentleman farmers, he diversified hisinterest in horses
to include severd other typesof anima husbandry aswell as many typesof crops. Motter focused
his interest in agricultural production, buying and upgrading farms. With eech farm John Motter
purchased, he transformed the farminto amode of late nineteenth century progressive farming
soon after he acquired it. At the time that he purchased the Walnut Hill farm, it conssted of 164
acres with a gonefarmhouse and abank bam. Motter hired Daniel Reichert, amortician aswell as
a mader carpenter, to transform the farm. The bam existing & the time of Motter's purchase was
not retained. Reichert desgned and constmcted the main bam, chicken coop, carriage
house/comcrib, pig bam, and arear el addition to the farmhouse. In addition to remodeling the
farmhouse, he aso built a summer kitchen, awoodframestmcture with four gableslocated to the
rear of the farmhouse. It contained an stylized belfiy with pointed-arches, centrally located on the
roof The summer kitchen was badly damaged by a 1980sfire and subsequently demolished. The
Star Ban Complex isthe last knovm surviving bam congmcted by Reichert. The Hetrick Funera
Parlor in Progress, Dauphin County, Permsylvaniawas built by Reichert as his mortuary practice.
The large brick Colonial Revival building with agambrd roof hes severd vinyl-clad additions to its
north and west devations. Daniel Reichert died in 1911.

Motter's new bam and al of the outbuildings were congmcted in the Gothic Reviva style.
Each of the buildings had characterigtics of that style including cross gables, pointed-arch
ventilators, trefoil brackets, and spired cupolas. The early nineteenth century stone house located on
the property a the time of Motter's purchasewas greatly remodded to dso include many of the
trappings of the Victorian era. Although, the house was extensvely remodded, Motter never lived
a the farm. Franklin Wolf and hisfamily, the manager of the farm lived in the farmhouse (The
Middletown Daily Joumal, 3 Segptember 1896). Motter had awinter resdence on Front Stregt in
Harrisburg and lived on his Spring Garden Farm in the summer.  This Spring Garden Farm was
adjacent to Walnut Hill. On his 185-acre farm Motter congdmcted a sone farmhouse with fancy
gingerbread trim, alarge bam and other necessary outbuildings. The farmhouse and its sone fence
and entrance gatesare located & 1260 Lumber Stredt, L ower Svatara Township, Dauphin County.
With o few dements remaining from Motter's farming empire, it is hard to ascertain if the Star
Bam Complex, his Wanut Hill Farm, was the heedquartersof hisfarming operations.

By the time of hisdeath in 1901, John Motter owned seven highly productive farms through
Dauphin and Lebanon Counties. The estate was then settled upon hiswife, Aimie, and later his
oldest daughter, Elizabeth Motter Fletcher. The farm eventudly passed into the Nisdey Family in
1925. Thefarm, no longer known as Walnut Hill was converted to dairy farming. The changeto
dairy production brought severd changesto the farm. The lower leve of the bam was dramaticaly
dtered to accommodate cattle. Additionally, a cement block milk house was congmcted just eest
of the barn. Two cast cemant silos were constmcted, one extant to the eedt of the rear ramp of the
man bam, the second, now demolished, was located to the west of the rear ramp. The dairy cows
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needed additional food, which could be stored within the silos. Theinstallation of eectrical wiring
and minor repairs and dterations were so completed. However, with the process of raising a
specidized farm product, many of the secondary buildings were no longer used for animds. The
outbuildings were used primarily for sorage of equipment. This neglect eventually caused severe
decay to the smallframebuildings, asthey were no longer integral components of the working
twentieth-century farm. In 1940, ownership of the farm passed to Aaron J. Hoffer. Four
generations of the Hoffer Family continued working the land imtil the deeth of LandisM. Hoffer in
January of 1980. Thefarm property included in the LandisM. Hoffer edatewas subdivided in
Febmary of 1986. The Deny Park Corporation then purchased the Star Bam and over thirty-seven
acres of the farm.

The constmction of State Route 283 in 1970 not only divided the farm in half but dso
dramatically increased the visibility of the Star Bam and its interesting architecturd festures. More
and more citizens began to recognize the significance of the bam with its proximity to the heavily
traveled road. In fact the barn became an icon within the local at community with itssar-
decorated gables appearing in many photogrgphs and paintings. This notoriety called atention to its
decreasing condition and its vacancy. Severd citizen groups banned together to formulate plans for
acquiring the bam and its eventuad stabilization. The Friendsofthe Star Bam was one such citizen
group involved in the Star Bam's fijture. The organization formed in 1991 and eventudly partnered
with the Centra Pennsylvania Conservancy. These two groups negotiated an option agreement
with the Derry Park Corporation and its partners, Ereno Lewis, Sr., Ereno Lewis, Jr. and Franklin
Brown. Thefarmhouse and the mgority of the farm eest of Nisdey Drive became part of one
parce. Thebam, carriage house, pig barn, milk house, silo, and equipment sheds were subdivided
to a sgparae parcd in 1994. The group formulated plansto convert the Star Bam into an
agricultural/environmental education center. In 1993, the Friends of the Star Bam and the Centra
Pennsylvania Conservancy launched the "Savethe Star Bam™ campaign in hopesof raising enough
capital to exercise the option on the property, at the cost of $20,000 an acre. Unfortunately given the
massive scope of the project, success was limited but permitted emergency wesetherization repairs to
be mede to the main barn and the pig bam. The properiy was not purchased.

Preservation Pennsylvania, a datewide preservation advocacy and support organization,
became involved with the property in 1998. Threstened by possible demoalition, the bam and its
outbuildings were placed under a purchase agreamant with Preservation Permsylvania. The
organization's goa was to market the propearty to asympathetic buyer, offering to sdl the property
a cogt. Unableto locate a suitable buyer after dmost ayear. Preservation Pennsylvania partnered
with the Millport Conservancy to purchase the Star Bam in November of 1999. The organization is
curtently formulating plans for the future preservation of the landmark.
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Architectural History:

The Star Bam Complex was congmcted during an era of greet agricultura prosperity in
Centra Permsylvania. John Motter was firmly entrenched in this growth. His busness ventures
had afforded him the opportunity to build architecturd monumentsto his success. The Gothic
Revival style became quite fashionable in the United States after Andrew Jackson Downing
published a patten book in the 1850s  The syles depicted in his Architecture of Country Houses
included housesthat were compatible to the mral naturd landscape (McAlester, 200). The
popularity of Gothic Revival styled buildings declined until resurgencein the late 1860s and the
1870s. Cummingsand Miller's Victorian Architectural Details: Two Pattem Books printed in 1868
helped to simulate the details of the Gothic Reviva buildings. The popularity of pattem books
ensured thosewho followed the Sated desgn away to devate their datus and emulate success
Although, Central Pennsylvania sav many homes congmcted with Gothic Revival styled dements,
few bams and practical buildings were as daboratdy decorated. Their sheer Sze andfijnctiondid
not alow them to include battlements and eaborate traceries. However, smadler details could be
easly integrated into bam designs. The Star Bam Complex uses unique dements of the design
including pointed arch ventilators, brackets, crass gable roof and prominent cupolas. The use of
these architectural dements cartainly makes a datement of the rising importance of agriculture asa
businessin Centra Pennsylvania.

Motter's success in his horsetrade dso hed an effect on the design ofthe bam. After 1860,
the horse market in Pennsylvaniaimproved (Hetcher, 269). The horse becamethe beast of burden
on many farms because of their ability to haul produce to market faster than oxen. Between 1850
1890 the number of horses on Pennsylvania farms doubled from 350,000 to 618,000. Heavy
demands for horses during the Civil War sent prices into an inflationary spira. By 1910, horses
were the mogt vauable livestock in Pennsylvania, gopraised a $68,055,000 as compared with
$47,229,000 for dl varieties of cattle. Motter's knowledge of the horsetrade and his close
proximity to Harrisburg, amgor point for the collection and distribution of commissary supplies to
the Union Forces, eamed him a fortune supplying mountsto the cavaby. His bam reflects his
wedth and his successin the horsetrade. Thefirstfloorgableshad a dightly higher ceiling height,
chamfered floor joists and ventilator postsas well asthe arched windows and Dutch doors,
indicating thet this was meant to be an exhibition area. Additionally, the curved iron door and wood
paneling separating the dable areafrom the reer wakway is aremainingfragmentof the beautiful
showplace.

As part of the design of the barn and the outbuildings, Motter commissoned Daniel Reichert
to use large sar-shgped ventilators inall of the gable endsand cross gables. It isthis Sar design
that hes given the barn its notoriety throughout South Central Pennsylvania. The concept with
decorating bam stmctures throughout Southeestem and South Central Pennsylvaniaisnot unique.
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German immigrants who settled this area, expressed their love of styliz® -AMAN AMAA functional
items. Ther quilts, birth certificates, fumiture and bamsuse vibrant colofg j (Jegjgjj j***

round, multi-colored meddlions spaced evenly acrossthe forebay of ab * becamepo ulafnthe®
aeashortly after 1830. A hex sign often depicted stylizedflowers,birdsCf gars Lehigh Bucks
Berks, and Montgomery Counties have a higher concentration of these desg-agy bams There '
very few decorated bamsin Lancagter, Lebanon, Dauphin, Y ork, Adams, Inyjej- "d
Northumberland Counties. Thiscould be attributed to the larger population of plain-sect eo le of
the Mennonite and Amish faiths inthose communities. There is no concrg explanation ofthe
meaning and significance of hex signs. Local tradition embraced the usegf /Yy decorations

way to prevent the devil from entering the bam and causing ill to the live§Qg” However the use of
traditional hex signs gppearsto be for the sake of decoration only with |i|* purpose other than
perhgps ethnic identity of the Pennsylvania Germans.  The sar decorat™ g AN
srve an important function other than decoration. The sarsare medeofi M louversthat
provided additiona light and important air circulation for the drying of lit" Yy QvQu g-Nins

From an outward gppearance, Motter's farm seams to possessI'thigjationto a
Pennsylvania German farmstead. Those farms and outbuildings are P'i%functional in form
without architectura styling. In actudity, the Star Bam ComplexisamfjQ .« .
Pennsylvania-German family farm in design, building type, and functioa. ggyQ”j ~jjg g”e ofthe
actud bam, itsinterior layout, design, and use are Smilar to other bamsii” lower lev 1

was used for stabling animals and the upper floorsfor threshing and grai”j.*g J""
secondary  outbuildings housing both other farm animas and farming acfj % o e qw te common

throughout the area
As significant as the Star Bam Complex's Gothic Reviva architqjijj NV exigen
of ay dementsof h| h ayle archlt@rcture onthe e/grlculturd bwldmgsm"" NOTET N NS

It was common
through the nmeteenth century thet PermwlvaﬁlaGermaﬁ farmers hed more spacious and

imposing bamsthan the housssinwhichthey lived. Their philosophy Hi~t buiidin
contributing to income rather than to living comfort should be consi derq|" (Fletcher™485)

However thet ided did not directly correspond to architectural omamei<g chen in tideof
commercid farming in Pennsylvania over salf-sufficient erﬁerprlseschaj ze and 0{
tie typl n inthe area. Bamswere enfarged to increase both storagi™ |ne SC0Pe

tllefarmbetHnen?o'ewcceﬁsful The basic form of the nsylvanlal d.00

s c gth of the Ham was increasefl ﬁﬁhg more stableroom Iri QI\I\J ]gfl&iretfonlyns
t - cshing floorsand hay mows above (Ensmmger, 108). These larger hflirjg AMjrnA

c -.ipicuousfootprint on the landscape. The next obvious evolution of M A adaement of

f. nsuccesswas architectura styllng The Star Bam Complex certalnh/ng N

y S the success of
J  Motter ad is noteworthy. ItS|mmense Sze done |sarastty|nthej|| unusud heght
a . ved for an extra loft ingde, where hay and grain could be Sored. Als™g bems Gothich




NPSFomi  10-900-a OMB Approval No, 1024-00IB
~86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Star Bam Complex
Section number 8 Page 12 Dauphin County, PA

Revival styling reflected an air of affluence and success. The Gothic Revival style shown
prominently on the barn in part makes the complex significant; but the exisence of the high-styled
smadler outbuildings mekesthe complex unique. More often, these secondary buildings were
constmcted poorly without thought to gppearance or longevity.

Historic Significance/ Agriculture:

The farming industry dramatically changed in South Centra Pennsylvania after the Civil
War. Prior to the conflict, farmers were consdered to be little more than self-sufficient, growing
and producing only enough food stuffs to feed their families with alittle left over to be sold. But
the westem expansion movement brought on by the railroads gave the Pennsylvaniafarmer an
opportunity for greet fortune in new markets  The demand for farm products increased and prices
skyrocketed (Havens, 112). However, therewere severd obstacles impeding afarmer from
immediate success. The Civil War left aterrible labor shortagefor the farmerswith the mass
destmction of human life and many remaining laborers |eft the farm for more profitable work in
factories. The farmer in Pennsylvania needed guidance to attract laborers and combet other
concems. Through education, farmers were able to expand production and increese the vaue of
their products. Organizationslike the Grange and Farmer's Alliance allowed farmersto exchange
technical experience and ideaswith their more successful pears(Buck, 298). Agricultural societies
promoted not only the education of farmers but advanced their social well being, political causes,
and economic comfort. Oneway agricultura reformers saw to atract or retain farmers was the
constmction of new and daborate buildings. By congmcting new farmsor rebuilding existing
farmsutilizing more modem agrarian practices, the farming industry became more efficient and
more importantly, more productive.

John Motter trandformed his Wanut Hill Farm into a modd of late nineteenth century
progressive farming soon after he acquired it. The mgjority of the now extant farm outbuildings can
be atributed to Motter himself The layout of the farm was desgned for efficiency and economy.
Those outbuildingsthat were oriented around daily family life were built dosest to the farmhouse.
Theremaining buildings, primarily for agricultural purposeswere oriented around the bam, i.e.,
comcrib, pigpen, and wagon shed. Even the location and orientation of the barn was chasen for the
samereason. Most of the livestock and grain shipping would occurfromthe bam; thusits Site was
adjacent to main road, in this case, Nisdey Drive. Its forebay was oriented to the south for two
reesons. First, modem farm practices dictated that bamyard with a south orientation for optimum
efficiency (Glass, 104). Not only doesthis orientation allow the forebay and barnyard to receive the
maximum amount of sunshine throughout the day, but aso alowed Motter and his laborers to
extend their workdayfromearly moming to late evening. During the winter months, the southerly
exposed bamyard was not as cold or damp alowing snow to mdt faster for better accessyear
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round. The orientation of the houseto the bam is common among farm
the forebay to be visiblefrom the house for safety and protection of the liv It Was common for
*«tOck.

A group of secondary buildings evolved infarming to serve ad"ftjjj»
placement efound the farm is consistent ermong tither local farms, Hit oo purposes and their
buildings were devised only to provide basic shdter for animaswith these secondary
dorage goace. However, late nineteenth century farmers begen improv?ij TA ™A additiond
increase production. Chicken coops were congmcted with additiona ~ j g~ ” buildings as well to
aunlight and ventilation. Its interior arangement was such that eech h"\v* ” to admit needed
goacefor feeding and watering. The pig bam and its odor and fliesare® j™ * nesting box and
possible from the farmhouse (Noble, 117). Additionaly, pig bamsw”/ A" A\ted asfar as
the animals could root through the manure, hagtening itsrotting. Increali”*” off"the barnyard o
city marketsled to better management in pork production (Long, 30). "~ T-~""sfor pork in

e
much dry space, light and ventilation as possble. The interior arange <faalswere given as

with an access aide dong one long side of the building to alow for Qatioj " generdly smple,
accommodating one or two animals took the remaining portions of tht%™M™-  Individua pens

The cadt grain silo located on the Star Bam Complex is anoth™M?,
farm outbuilding of Pennsylvania. Thist3"e of smcturewas one of t*2J” ofthe typica dairy
on adary farm. These tall tower slosallow the sorageof precious fi][M M "tifiabie features
kept dairy cattle fed and producing milk. Siloswerefirst introduced teSM'."*® d com that
the early 1880s (Noble, 71). The addition of silos onto the dairy farmj”~"'~an landscagpe in
First, higher quantities of com could be sored and fed to the cattlea i1 ***"ral advantages
stocking hay and other grains. Second, dairy cattle fed with com prod "t margin then
during the winter months  The dairy industry soon became a profitablaz " round even
Complex was eadly adapted as a dairy farm with the addition of theseg|3™ » the Star Bam
house dates from 1910 when sanitary sandardsby sate and mumcipa™™' S*- The milk
improvements in dairy production sandards. These milk houseswer”" ™" forced
to the barn or even atached to it. The building issmdl with only enni]™' close as possible
container, washing facilities, and storage goace for the milk cans (Nol37*~° house a cooling

The Star Bam Complex islocated inaregion of gregt agriculti*”

farming methods and increases of mechanization within the industry fljA?¥"AM MAgAS |0
% 'veral fams a one time. Severd men in Centrd Pennsylvaniaang ~ ssible to operate
[. oduced grest amounts of livestock and crops. Their farms were no; Hefams that

ganization, cleanliness, and modernization. Perhapsthe most note ide for their
{ )lond JamesYoung. Young and Motter were contemporaries and hese men was
\ .:ry much the samefashion. Young owned eeven of theflinesttfairmsji ** desgned in
(- ther locas held his farms in high eteem often calling Y oung's farm™'A"AM"Atown area

of Dauphin
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County." Visitors camefromall around the world to ingoect his farmsincluding "Presdents of the
United States, Govermnors of States, and distinguished professiona men inadmog every walk of life
and titled nobility in Europe® (Kelker, 607). Upon his degth in 1895, Y oung's edate was vaued
from $300,000 to $1,250,000. Baance ofthe estate included 1,800 acresof land, containing a
dozen or 0 of bamswith afloor areaover 48,000 squarefeet (The Middletown Daily Joumnal. 9
May 1897). Historic linedrawings in the Historic of the Counties of Dauphin and Lebanon
published in 1883, depicted two of Young's deven farms. Locust Grove in Londonderry Township,
Dauphin County and Keystone Farm in Middletovm, Dauphin County are quite smilar to the design
of the Star Bam Complex. Both of thesefarms have stylistic trappings of the Gothic Revival style
with tall spires perched on cupolas, pointed-arch ventilators, and stylized smdler outbuildings.

Unfortunately, very littleremains architecturaly of Young's farming success. Many of his
farms no longer exig intheir agricultura form. They have become airport mnways, pickle plants,
college campuses, and an Air Force Base. Only two smctures associated vrith James Y oung, a
brick farmhouse and af ramesummer kitchen from his Rosedale Farm, still exist on Rosedde
Avenue in Middletown. Likewise, very littleremans of Motter's success. Motter's summer
resdence. Spring Garden Farmis still extant. It islocated a 1260 Lumber Street, L ower Swatara
Township and was declared dligible to the National Register of Historic Places in 1986.

Perhapsthe mog comparable bam to the Star Bam in the arealis part of the Fort Hunter
Historic District. The Fort Hunter Historic District in Susquehaima Township, Dauphin County, was
listed to the National Register of Historic Places in August 1979. The Didlrictisssenasa
continuous settlement on the banks of the Susquehanna River and Fishing Creek. The circa 1876
large frame bam was congmcted across the road fromits associated mansion house. Daniel Dick
Boaswho purchased the farmin 1870 built the bam. Thislarge frame bam meesures68-2" in
width and 120-4" inlength dso quite a sizable and comparable to the John Motter's 67-6" by 105-
6" barn. Its gable roof isdso omately decorated with bargeboards, finials, and hexagona cupola
It dso has louvered windows as the Star Bam. Thetwo bamsare perhapsthe finest examples of
high style barnsin Permsylvania.

SUImmary:

The Star Bam Complex on Nisdey Drive in Lower Swatara Township, Dauphin County isa
fine example of alate nineteanth century Gothic Revival famstead. The barn, surrounding
outbuildings and design reflect the changing idedls in agriculture. Its architecture isindicative of
the region's agricultura progperity and its impact on the economy during this period. Although the
barn and its outbuildings have had some minor aheraions over time mog are reversible and do not
detract from the overall integrity of the complex. Inaddition, it may be the mogt stylish and
decorated group of farm outbuildings remaining in the region.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary of the nominated property includes aportion of Lot No. D22 shown in the
Preliminary/Final SubdivisonPlat of Lot D for the LandisM. Hoffer Estate as prepared by
Hartman & Associates, Inc. recorded inthe Dauphin County Plan Book J, Vol. 5, pege43. The
boundaries are ddineated on the attached sSte plan, drawn & a scae of | "=100*.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary of the nominated property include the main bam, pig bam, carriage house, milk
housg, silo, equipment shedsand immediate lot currently associated with the Star Bam Complex.
The boundary is defined by the Preliminary/Final Subdivision Plat of Lot D for the Landis M.
Hoffer Estate as prepared by Hartman & Associates, Inc. recorded in the Dauphin County Plan
Book J, Vol. 5, page43. The associated farmhouse islocated outside of the legal boundaries of the
nominated property and isnot included. Its omission isdue to significant dterationsand owner
objection.

PHOTOGRAPHS

The following information is common to all e ghteen photogrgphs:

1 Star Bam Complex

2. Dauphin County, Pennsylvania

3. Karen Amold

4. August, 1999

5. HistoricYork, Inc. P.O. Box 2312 York, PA 17405
6. Star Bam Complex ~ facing northeast

7. Photo 1

6. South Elevation Main Barn ~ facing north

7. Photo 2

6. East Elevation Main Bam ~ facing northwest
7. Photo 3

6. North Elevation Main Barn ~ facing southeest
7. Photo 4

6. West and South Elevations Main Bam — facing northeest
7. Photo 5

. Main Barn Cupola~ facing southwest
. Photo 6
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6. Main Barn Pointed-arched ventilator detail — facing north
7. Photo 7

6. Main Barn Stone arched ground floor detall — facing southwest
7. Photo 8

6. Pig Barn East Elevation — facing west
7. Photo 9

6. Pig Barn West Elevation — facing eest
7. Photo 10

6. Carriage House South Elevation — facing north
7. Photo 11

6. Carriage House South and West Elevations — facing northeest
7. Photo 12

6. Cariage House gair detail — facing northeast
7. Photo 13

6. Carriage House East Elevation ~ facing northwest
7. Photo 14

6. Chicken Coop South and Wes Elevations — facing northeest
7. Photo 15

6. Chicken Coop West Elevation ~ facing eest
7. Photo 16

6. Milk House North and East Elevations — facing southwest
7. Photo 17

6. Star Bam Complex — facing northeest
7. Photo 18

OMB Approval No. 1024.00,8

Star Bam Complex

Daughin Courty, PA
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Note to the record

Additional Documentation: 2015







































Current location looking north













| Current location looking west








































National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



Commonwedlth o Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Higorical and Museum Commisson

Bureau for Higaric Presarvation
~ Post Office Box_ 1026
Harrisbiu-g, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

June 22, 2000

Carol Shull, Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
US Department of Interior
National Park Service

1849 C Street, NW

Suite NC 400

Washington, DC 20240

Re: NR nomination forms
Dear I*s. Shull:

The following National Register forms are being submitted/re-submitted for your
review:

Red Men Hall, Reading, Berks County, PA

Zook House, West Whiteland Township, Chester County, PA

Star Barn Complex, Lower Swatara Twp., Dauphin County, PA

New Holland Machine Company, NewHolland, Lancaster County, PA

Bell Telephone Company Building, Philadelphia, PA

Michael & Magdalena Bixler Farmstead, East Manchester Twp., York County, PA
Sinking Springs Farms, Manchester Twp., York County, PA

Red Lion Historic District, Red Lion, York County, PA

The proposed action is:

X listing in the National Register

determination of eligibility (owner objection

If you have anyquestions regarding the nominations please call us (717) 783-8947.
Ve N r

r. Chief
Division of Preservation Services

Enclosures
DGD/clb
DC23



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
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NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Star Barn Conpl ex
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY:  PENNSYLVANI A, Dauphin

DATE RECEI VED: 6/ 29/ 00 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 7/07/00
DATE OG- 16TH DAY: 7123/ 00 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 8/ 13/ 00
DATE OG- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 00000845

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
COM T WVAIVER N
| / ACCEPT RETURN REJECT A YDATE
ABSTRACT/ SUWARY CGOMMENTS
Entered in %e

Natlonal ftegi”ter

RECOM / CRI TERI A_
REVI EVER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE
DOCUVMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N















