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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A comparison of modern and old photeographs shows that the front
elevation of the house Michael VanKirk built between 1801 and 1806 at
1310 King Street is unchanged. On the northeast side of the house a
mid-nineteenth century frame summer kitchen, which contains a beehive
oven, hag been encased in brick. The new brick matches the colour and
texture of the original. There is a mid-twentieth century brick
addition at the rear of the house,

The 2~1/2 story brick house is three windows wide, The front is
laid in Flemish bend from the fourteenth course to the cornice.
Below that, however, it is inglish bond. The exposed side and the
rear of the house are laid in English bond. The front elevation has
a marble belt course between the first and second stories. A single
dormer provides light in the attic, or third story. The level line
arches above the‘WmndﬁWs has marble voussoirs. They are a particularly
fine exampla wilm1ngten craftsmanship. The first and second story
windows nave marble sills. The roof was replaced during the nineteenth
century and again in 1946. At that time the original shutters, which
a previous owner had stored in the attic, were put on the front of
the house. Photograph 1 shows the street elevation.

\
The interior has been altered to accommodate the buildings use
~as law offices. On the second and third floors deorways were cut

to connect 1310 and 1312 King Street, The walls of thet frame shed
have been left in their unfinished state, and the shell of the bake
oven still protrudes into the room. The first floer is essentially
intact. The brick addition at the rear contains the entryway te 1312
King Street. Paneling, woodwork, and hardware are original. The
simpler carved fireplaces remain in the upstairs rooms. Photographs
R=6 illustrate the first floor interior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Local legend alleges that Lafayette dined at the Starr House
during a visit to Wilmington. There is no proof that this is so.
The house's significance, however, far outweighs any merits which
Lafayette's visit might have, The house is first and foremost an
example of the excellent work Wilmington craftsmen produced in the
early nineteenth century. When the man who built the house, Michael
Van Kirk (VanKuik) was a stonecutter, who advertised regularly in
I5cal newspaper that "he execute§ all kinds of grave stones and
chimney pieces," While his accounts ofy the construction of the
house have not turned up, it is pessible to attribute the carved
mantel and fireplace in the parlour to him. The mantel and the
stairway rival the work an American craftsmen working at that time.
The house has had the good fortune to have had owners who appreciate
its outstanding architectural characteristics and have done their
utmost to protect them, In February 1958, Albert Kruse the arch-
itect who restored the house in 1946, noted that in his opinion,
"The Starr House is now almost the last example of colenial
architecture in the city of Wilmington." ‘

Jacob Stary purchased the house from Michael VanKirk in 1806.
It remained the the Starr family for the next three generations
until finally it passed oubt of the family's possession in 1901.
The Starrs were coastal traders. Thomas, Jacob's son, was the
prominent member of the family. The Wilmington directory describes
him as a waterman. He owned several ships, most of which transferred
Wilmington's manufactures within the Delaware Bay, although his
ships did visit obher Atlantic coastal cities.

The architectural qualities and the strong association with
Wilmington's commerce made the Starr House notable, It is fertunate
that the house has managed to survive without major alterations.

For Wilmington has few remaining examples of the architecture of
this period of its history.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Iileanor M., Webster, Consultant

ORGANIZATION N DATE
for William Prickett | 15 March 1970
STREET AND NUMBER: N
1310 King Street
CiTY 05 TOWN: STATE CODE
Wilmington ] Belaware 10

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify th(at this property is included in the

. 89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
Chlef Offzce of Archeology and sttorzc Pr}éservatlon -

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State L.ocal @_E] MAR ? 19??

Date

Name
ATTEST:

tate Archivist P, s
State Liaison Officer Zﬁ%ﬁi?;;é 7
AL L /

Keeper of The Iy/atzonal Reglster

Date October 30, 1970 Date FEB 22 797?

\\

Title
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Journal, September 10,195,
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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