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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kellow House was built 1879-1880 in Second Empire style. It is basically 
rectangular in plan, with a slightly protruding pavilion in the center of the 
east side, and measures 52' x 27*, including the porches. It is two stories high, 
of red brick laid in stretcher bond on a dressed stone foundation. All windows 
are 1/1 with segmental arches, capped with elaborately-carved and bracketted wood 
hoodmolds. The gabled dormers in the sightly overscaled mansard roof also feature 
decorative elements. There are two corbelled chimneys, and a finely-wrought iron 
cresting at the roof edge. The roof is covered in composition shingle of a diamond 
pattern.

There are three porches. All are supported by square wood columns. The front porch 
(main entrance) and a smaller porch in the angle formed by the pavilion on the east 
side have bracketted eaves. The door fyeneath the la.tter porch features two long .win 
dows with rounded tops, and decorative panels below. A larger, plainer porch ex 
tends around the northeast corner.

Main hallways and stairs on-both floors are on the west side of the house, with rooms 
opening off one side and at the end. There are four rooms on the first floor 
(livingroom, dining room, library and kitchen) and three bedrooms on the second. 
When the Howard County Historical Society purchased the house in 1969, it was being 
used as an apartment building. The Society has restored the interior to its original 
room arrangement and has preserved the original pine flooring and walnut staircase. 
The house is located in a residential area of the town.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kellow House brings together a variety of stylistic features in an attractive 
vernacular expression of Second Empire house architecture. It is also a significant 
landmark in this small (population around 4000) rural county seat, both visually 
and as an artifact from Cresco's early history.

The house was built by William Kellow, Jr., the son of a Cornish farmer and stone 
mason who came to Iowa in 1854. Kellow, Jr. went into the grocery and merchandise 
business at age 17, soon establishing his own firm. Ten years later he built this 
house, as a home for his new wife and future family, and as a symbol of his success 
as a typical Gilded-Age "self-made man".
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

West 69' of the East 119', Lots 4-5-6, Block 12, Baldwin's Addition to Cresco, Iowa; 
and the North 10' of Lot 4, Block 12 of Baldwin's Addition to Cresco, Iowa
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