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1. Namt of PropTty

historic name District Five Schoolhouse (preferred)

oth>rn«nm/ilf number Fenner Hill Schoolhouse
Little Red Schoolhouse

2. Locttlon

street & number School Street N  not for publication
city, toon  Webster NAvicinity
d«t« Mfissfichusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 2D code 01570
3. Clatiltlcatlon
Ownership of Property a4 Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
B private buIIdIng(s). Contributing Noncontributing \
public-local district -1 1 buildings o !
I | public-State e site sites
I | public-Federal I Istructure structures oo
e object objects =J
1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Date Commission;
State Historic Preservation Oficer
State or Federal agency and bureau

OBiHiBH’ {H& BFBBQFQJ/ 1~ Mesis 1 does not meet the National Register criteria. « See continuation sheet.
Slgireture of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, hereby, certify that this property Is:

entered in the National Register.
I 1 See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the National
Register. «  See continuation sheet.
e determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Iremoved from the National Register.
other, (explain:)
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District Five Schoolhouse. IAleh.gter. Ma”*arhii<;Ptt"
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Educat i on/ School house Recr eat i on/ Miseum

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation firanite

Mad-19th Gentury/ Geek Revival walls  Brink

roof  Asphalt
other Woaod

Descrit>e present and historic physical appearance.

Tre District Five or Fenner HIl School house i s |ocated onthe east side of
Shool Street, inthetowm of Vebster, Missachusetts, on asnall parcel of
land sold tothetom for this purpose, nearly opposite theintersection of
HIl Street. Asthe nane for the school su%gests I tsits at the top of one of
the hills risi n? tothe east of the French Rver. Thesnmall building is
oriented wth its ridge parallel totheroadway andwth its prinary entryin
the south gable end. Shoo Street began as along north-south artery in the
area, connecting Vebster to Thonpson, Gonnecticut tothesouth. \WWth the ' °
construction of this school house in 1835 andof the Iar?er school at the * '
lower, north end of the street in 1869, theroad gradual [y took onits current
nene. The surrounding nei ghborhood i s one of single and multi-famly

resi dences constructed during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Tre nei ghborhood s present appearance and bui | ding stock reflects the groah
of the tom of Vebster fromastring of mll wllages along the French R ver
ad MIl Book toanindustrial andconmercial center wth a brick and vood
frane comercial Min Sreet formng its spine andlarge residential

nei ghborhoods filling theinterstices.

The school i s asingle-story brick gabled block at its core, constructed in a
canan Anerican bond of seven stretcher courses to one header course. -
building i snearly square, neasuring 32feet inlength and251/2 feet in . e
wdth. "Athough it has no basenent, its footings are capped wth granite

bl ocks, and granite was al so oyedtotrimthe openings, still visibleas
sills andlintels, Asingle entry opening i s located inthesouth gable end,
wth awndowand adoor 1'ntheopposite north gable end Both the east and
west el evations are pierced by three wndows, |ocated closer to thefront than
to one another or totherear. Pnototqraphs of theschool dating tothe |ate
nineteenth century showthe two-over-two sash that renain inplace, Louvered
shutters that were in place at that tine were repl aced by the 1920sith
single board and batten shutters, which are still inplace onthe street, o
vest, facade. The school's woad shingle roof was replaced sonetine after

1935, Al Ehotoqzaphs showthe school painted as it renains today. The
entire brick block was used as a single classroom and renains an open room, .
its current use as the noseumand neeting pl ace for the Vbster-Dud ey
Hstorical Society. In 1973 theinterior was renodel ed to add storage space
for collections, as aseries of closed cupboards between the wndows. At that

Y| See continuation sheet
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time the wall finish, with nolded chair rail and cornice, vas renoved on the
long wal I's, but remains at each end.

The brick block has a snall frane addition at each end, a gabled vestibule
neasuring 6 by 12 feet on the south front over the door, and a forner shed and
-necessary on the rear neasuring 8 by 22 feet. The vestibule i s coveredin
cl apboards, and formerly had a plain surrounded door and wndowto the |eft.
The openings have been repl aced, probably in 1966, with a single door opening
and Colonial Revival surround; the door 1tself vas recently replaced and an
al umnum screen/storm door added to protect it. The rear ell was rebuilt in
its orginal configuration after afire inthe early 1970s. Fornerly the site
of the school's heating stove and fuel storage, and |ater, indoor plunbi ng,
the ell now holds a snall kitchen and a bathroom retaining the eX|st|n9 oor
and wndow surrounds. The alterations ad the enclosed frane nake exac
dating of these appendages difficult, but the differing trimof the ell
surrounds, and the natchboard wall and ce|I|n?.cover I nthe vestible, suggest
that these were |ater nineteenth cent ur%/ additions. The school's privy vas
formerly located to the northeast fromthe school. Four granite posts are

> |ocated intheyard before the door, and a fieldstone wall" narks the parcel
along the street side.

Tre District Five School house i s located within a primarily working class

nel ?hborhood of Vebster that ex[)anded during the nineteenthand twentieth

( _ . of the French Rver. This area vas settled
in the dispersed agricul tural R?)%rse of regional devel opnent, and an early

\" nineteenth century house, the e Honestead, islocated to the south. "Mre
dense devel opnent “took place i nthe second quarter of the nineteenth century,
bt no hamet or village energed here. To the west clusters grew around
Ghase' s M1l and to the north and west around the nerino, and Iater, linen
mll, both of these inthe neighboring tow of Dudl ey, V\b| | e anot her cl uster
grew at the depot to the north. Resources fromthis period, the construction
period for the school, are not |ocated together, both because of their

or|?|nal siting, and because of |ate construction which brought infill and

repl acenent . e closest to the school includea small house constructed in

the 1860s, the Andrew SwowHouse, and another fromthe 1850s. The mag 0r|tK of

the construction inthe vicinity of the school dates to the |ate nineteent

century overlay that extended dense settlement further fromthe river and the

mai n routes. hool Street was wdened and straightened in 1860 as part of

this pattern. During the third quarter of the century a nunter of |arge

gabl e-front houses were located along School Street and its adj acent ,

nei ghbor hood, and the area to the east was platted for small lots ina grid

illustrated inthe Beers Atlas of 1870. But the devel opnent was not conpl eted

as outlined, indeed today sone of the streets do not connect across the hill.

The Rchards Atlas of 1898 shows a dense grid pattern of devel opnent oriented

to the coomercial devel opnent of Min Street, and extending south fromthere.

century up the hills to the eas

(cont i nued)
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The extent of that development can be marked along School Street to Fifth
Street. At the turn of the century large triple deckers, two-family houses in
a related gabla-front form, as well as a number of large and small
single-family dwellings were added as infill. Opposite the school are three
triple deckers and to the north and the south, tiore modemn buildings.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

No prehistoric'sites are recorded on the property or in the general area
(within one mile). In general, the potential for significant prehistoric
archaeological remains is low because of small lot size, historic development
on the lot and because locational criterion (slope, drainage, distance to
water) of the property are not particularly favorable for prehistoric
settlement.

A moderate potential exists for significant historic archaeological remains on
the property. Archaeological survivals of the school's privy may exist
northeast of the school building; school-related sheet refuse may also be
present on the grounds surrounding the school building.

Y (end)



District Five Schoolhouse. Webster. Massachusetts
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other propetrties:

| I nationally | | statewide elocally

Applicable National Register Criteria HHA | IB PHC 1 ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A | IB I |Jc | ID I IE | IF 1 IG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1835-1935 1835

Gnmanidy Fanning and Devel opnent

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder o e NN AN'C
N/A Wood. Harvey

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted atx>ve.

The District Five or Fenner HII School house is a wel | -preserved exanple of a
Geek Revival district school, constructed at the height in popularityof
decentralized schools and during thefirst period of nunicipal construction in
the newy forned tom of Vebster. Swall one-room school houses, |ike this one,

are the enod nent of the independent school districts that characterized this
period and that provided local institutions bel owthe level of thetom
neeting. The building posseses integrity of design, naterials, worknanship,
location and association. The District Five School house neets criteria Aand |
Cof the National Register of Hstoric Places at the local |evel. oo o "

Tre Fenner HIl Shool s located in \Wbster, Missachusetts, atom forned to
contain theindustrial villages established by Sl Sater in thefirst
decades of the nineteenth century. The Tom of Wbster i s located along t he
g%r;ch R ver amrgmh\gummMLakeWbshter or . ¢t - onal
00ggagogNaNC nang?anaug,teareao one of a few regiona
foci “for Native Anerican Npnock seftlenent. The area i s further ’ .-
di stingui shed as thelocation of miltiple grants of land toindividualsfor "
service tothe colony, dating tothe earliest rewards toinvestorsin the
st ock that settled sachusetts Bay. UWlike the ngjority of the
) th, where tom fornmation beganwth the granting of land tractsto
Proprletors obliged to neet requirenents toward orderly and gody conmuniti es,
racts inthis area were desi ?nated.excl usivelytofinancially benefit the
rantee. Dudey tothe west takes itsrnene fromthe extensive grants
esignated tothat influential famly, and nunerous snaller grants were
| ocated in thearea that becane Vébster. Wen adj acent areas were carved out
into plantations and towns in thelate seventeenth century, this area rena ned
unorgani zed as a Gxre (a Greisasnal triangular piece of land). The
exchange of grants in this area and the eventual settlement of the lands in
the eighteenth century brought the designation as the K ngshury nel ghbor hood
to thesettled area near thelake. |t was assigned as a discontinuous part of
the towm of Oford in 1731 and vas joined tothetom in 1807 wththe
annexation of land north and west of the gore toDudley's line. Like nost af

Ix1 See continuation sheet
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| 1 See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested fx| State historic preservation office
e previously listed In the National Register » Other State agency
M previously determined eligible by the National Register * Federal agency
» designated a National Historic Landmark LJ Local government
» recorded by Historic American Buildings * university
Survey # » other .
[~1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository;
Record # Massachusetts Historical Cinm”sinn

Vebster-Dudl ey Historical Society
10. Qeographlcai Data
Acreage of property. | €3S than one acre

UT™M Referen0fs 114.0.01 14.615.813.4.01
ALLLgJ 2 |6’ ] 3 ) ) ) ’ B

Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone
c D m NI T I R A

| 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The property bounds areindicated on the attached assessors nap, a lot neasuring
74 onthe north side, 87" onthe east, 66.51' onthe south, and 80' on the west.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The parcel was purchased when the school was constructed, remains the same
dimenstions. and contains all the land associated with the school.

e See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameAlle Claire W. Dempsev. Consultant with Ret«v FripHhPrg® Natinn;.! Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 1990
street & number 80 Boylston Street ; tAiAphnn«  (617) 727-8470
city or town  Boston .state _MA Zip code n?116

* U.S.QPO: 1S88-0-223-91S



MPS hatrn IMOfM

United States Department of the Interior
National Paric Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
District F ve School house.
Wbster. Missachusetts
Sction nunber 8 Page

central Mssachusetts this area vas characterized by dispersed agricultural
settlenment throughout the eighteenth century.

The decision of Sonuel Sater to invest here, at the falls of the French R ver
ad the outlet of the | ake, brought an early and dranatic transformation from .
alife of farmng, cashless exchange axd patriarchal tom governnent to the
vorld of i ndependent | aborers, factory discipline and party politics.
Sater isrenomed for bringing nechani zed production to textile nanufacturing
ad for establishing the famly labor ad village setting for industrial
conmuni ties that becane wdespread in MwEngland. After nakinghis
reputation in Panucket, Slater noved ot to formindustrial communities on
his om nost notably Slatersville in Smthfield, Rode Island, and here in
what woul d becone VEbst er, Massachusetts. Sater repeatedly tried togain

inhis new comonity through attenpts to control the local bank and
education in his villages as a separate school district, axd to wn subsidized
road construction to serve hismlls. Finally over the objections of both
Dud ey and Oford, the newtom of Vebster was incorporated in 1832

Te district school system vas devel oped during the Golonial Periodin
Missachusetts where universal education was an early inportant goad of
gover nnent . the third quarter of the eighteenth” century, toms inthis
part of the colony had established mltiple schools and school houses, ad the
new state governnent continued the system into the early national period.
Districts were allowed a renarkabl e degree of aut onony, raisi n? their om
funds, building their om buildings, hiring axd firing school teachers ad
determning the length and timng of schoo terns. Sater and other mll
owners attenped to control SChOOnIeV\? of their factory operatives by having.
their villages "draw off" into y forned districts, the existing districts
initially objected because of concern over dimnishing their tax base. The
towns were additional |y concerned that the mll owers would then add
glovernnental porr to their economc strength. Oford s first accessionto
ater was the establishnent of a school district inthe east villagein
1829. The first newschool established after incorporation vas this one, to
serve the southern and western portion of the tow, ad to conpl enent the
school s that had existed to serve the Kingsbury nel ghborhood since 1809 ad
the East Village School. The town included five districts. The land for the |,
school ves purchased fromCollins More for $7.00, the contract to build the
school ves avarded to Harvey Vebd for $439.00, ad the door stone ves
Purchase_d fronAvin Childs for $1.50. The district choose atraditional form
or their school, entry inthe gable end of a single story one raombl ock.
Early in the twentieth century, the teacher stood at the South end near the
entry wth the student desks arranged before her. The choice of brick
contributed to the school's long |1fe as well as demonstrating the initial
inportance felt by the towm and district for education.

(conti nued)
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B{ the tine of the gronth of the mll villages, educational reforners vere
already influencing towspeople to vote alterationsto the district system
They took back fromthe district coomttees the rlg_ht to choose textbooks and
later the right to approve the dissolutionof the districts ad the right to
pprove school teachers. Finally in 187 they t:oninced the tom to approve
ne dissolutionof the district systemaltogether. However, there renai ned
two nmixed schools in the tom, that is ungraded, geogra;l):tg cally defined
school s, |ncIud|\r/|\%e£h|s one, until 1833 A that tine Fenner HIl becane a
prinary school , e the town' s youngest students attended. The teachers,
where , vere over\/\helrmngldy fenale and single. The school conmttee
referred nornal school educated teachers fromthe 1860s on, ad the
ventieth century the reports |isted the educational credentials of all
facultg and illustrates a preference for local colleges. N infornation was
avai | able o changi ng curriculum The towm ax the school conmttee vere
concerned that the famly systemof industrial enpl oynent was preventing
children fromregul arly attending school and in spite of frequent di scussions
were apparently unable to inprove attendance. As late as the 1880s the
conpl al ned that a quarter to a third of the school age children were
attending school. Indeed the conparison of the nunber of all children that
attfe_nde H]I_e Fenner HII School, 50, wth the average nunber that attended, 35
confirns this.

)

The persistance of mxed school s suggests the area renai ned dispersed in
settienent until this tine. Vebster, like other Wrcester Gunty "tomn’
pattern conmunities, vas fornerly a nunbber of snall villages thal have
nerged. A the end of the century construction took place all along the
streets that rise to the east of Min Street, an extensive rather than

| ocal i zed devel opnent, to forma large nei ghborhood. The devel opnent of

nei ghbor hoods such as these i s characteristic of industrial conmunities
energing as re?l onal conmercia centers late in the nineteenth centur%/.. In
form noch of the layout of these areas and the house-types chosen wthin them
are better knom fromthe specul ative devel opnent around cities that ve know
as street-car suburbs. Wt a unifyi n% transportation line or devel oper,
these snal | er-scal ed devel opnents have a haphazard quality. Gonstruction took
place over a nunber of years, ina range of sizes, axd for a broad econonmc
sprectrum as strict class-based nei ghborhoods failed to develop in the

snal ler centers. This large undifferentiated area i s not recognized as atom
nei ghborhood, and nanes for sub-areas are related to earlier periods.

Fenner HII School's life as a local prinary school coincides wth this phase
in the nel ghborhood s devel opnent .

The Fenner HIl Sthool remained inuse into the late 1930s. A |east once the
school conmttee reconmended that it be sold, in 1869, but this idea did not
take hold. Wile other of the tom schools were rebuilt and replaced wth nrew
mul tiple classroom forns this school renained in use. The severe financial

(cont i nued)
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constraints put onthe tow during the depression years forced the tenporary
cl osi n? of this school and the Rock Castle School during 1933. Two years
|ater the town recogni zed the centennial of the school wth acelebrationand
newspaper photograph of the students and the school. By 1939 t he school had
been renoved fromthelist of active schools and the building was used for
storage. 1n 1962 the school was |eased to the Vebster-Dudl ey Historical
Society for $1.00, tobereturned tothetow i f nolonger used as a nuseum

(cont i nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal S gni fi cance

Hstoric archaeol ogi cal renai ns described above have the potential for

Prow ding detailed information on the social, cultural and economc patterns
hat characterized the nineteenth and twentieth "century working class
communi ty whi ch supported the school . Careful analysis of privy renains can
contribute infornation on students wo attended the school as well as data on
the devel opnent or |ack of neighborhoods inthe area. This data-nay explain
wy this school house renained I'n use wthout change through the twentieth
century while other schools inthe area were rebuilt and reorgani zed.

(end)
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P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull: \Y
Encl osed please find the following nomnation:

District Five Shool house, Shool Street, Vebster (Vdrcester County),
Massachusett s 01570.

There has been no owner obj ectionfor theproperty |isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and has been
si gned the State Hstoric Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of
pendi n% ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
\(/j\etre afforded the opportunity to cooment. Nb conments have been recelved t o
ate.

Sincerely, N

Betsy Friedber o \J
National Register Director
Massachusett's H storical Qonmassion

Encl osur e;

cc. Chairperson, Wbster Hstorical Conmassion
Gaire Cenpsey, P 0. Box 138, Wkefield, M\ 01830

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



