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The Foxes planned and built their hotel in 1912 as basically a square two-story- 
box. Of frame construction with clapboard siding and shingled hip roof, it faced 
south, its plainness broken only by a narrow porch with second-floor railinged 
balcony. A few years later a smaller two-story addition was constructed on the 
east to give the building a roughly rectangular shape, 52 feet east/west and 42 feet 
north/south. An open stairway leads up from the lobby in the southwest corner of 
the first floor to the 10 bedrooms and two baths on the second floor. The building 
has 22 rooms in all.
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The Fox Hotel, granted, is not the Waldorf-Astoria. But, then, neither is 
Laverae New York City. On balance, however, the roles each has played in the community 
it serves are perhaps not too dissimilar. Each hostelry has met a definite need of 
citizens and visitor alike. Each has provided a convenient setting over the years for 
events of social and political importance to its service area. Each goes into the 
last quarter of the 20th century continuing to offer a significant community service. 
Only here must the Fox part company with its more illustrious companion. As of 1977» 
the Fox is providing a home, not for the traveling public, but for the Laverne 
Community Museum.

* # #

Laverne was still something of a tent city at the east entrance to the Oklahoma 
Panhandle when, in 1912, the railroad arrived to give the town status and stimulate 
a certain economic boom. Several new business buildings were planned and constructed 
that same year. One was a modest two-story frame hotel, built by Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Fox. 
Within a few years patronage was sufficient to warrant a small two-story addition. 
The Fox Hotel continued to serve the community - as the Fox Hotel, although the Foxes 
themselves gave way to several subsequent owners - until 1961. The owners that year, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charley Grisswell, had bought the property in 1935. After closing the 
hotel they lived in it until 1973» when it was purchased by the City of Laverne for 
use as the Laverne Community Museum.

Over the years, as Indicated above, the Fox Hotel served the community in the 
variety of undramatic, yet important, roles demanded of a small town hostelry. In 
the "railroad era'* of its first two decades those roles added materially to the town's 
confidence and we11*being. They faded with the increased mobility provided by the 
automobile and the greater growth of other town's in the area. Still, the Fox Hotel 
maintained its essential physical integrity. And today, as host to a community 
museum, it continues to offer its important, if admittedly unspectacular, services.
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