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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"The Big Black River Battlefield and affiliated
fortifigations and campsites encompass an area of approximately
two square miles of land south of the old U. S. Highway 80,
as well as 1/4 square mile north of this same highway, where
U. S. Highway 80 crosses the Big Black River, in Hinds County.

on Clear Creek, Located on the south bank, they continue in
a_semi-circle west to east to south and terminate at the Big
Black River railroad bridge in sections 21 and 22,

Union and Confederate campsites are bordered by
Clear Creek on the north, Bovina on the west, the Big Black
River on the east, and extend 1/2 mile south of old U. S.
Highway 80,

The battlefield is under cultivation as it was at
the time of the battle.

The fortifications and campsites are on cleared
residential, pasture and wooded areas as when constructed in
1863,

Some remains of the Confederate defenses and Union
fortifications are presently distinguishable today.

The wreckage of the CSS Charm and CSS Paul Jones
can be seen when the Big Black is at low stage.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Big Black River Bridge Battle was fought May 17,
1863, in an area where the river forms a horseshoe bend; it
wWas in this region that the Confederates had constructed rifle
pits as defenses after withdrawing from the Battle of Champion
Hill 9.8 miles to the east, These defenses were on the east
bank of the river and protected the approach to the bridge,
The defenses along with the natural terrain of the area pro-
vided excellent cover for the brigades of Generals John C,
Vaughn and Martin deen. V

About 10:00/a.m, the Union forces of Brigadier
General Edgene A, Cafr under the command of General John A,
McClernand, engaged the Confederate pickets in the woods at
Smith's Station, about 2 miles east of the bridge. After
driving in the plckets, the Union forces were confronted with
the Confederate troops, well-entrenched, but demoralized from
the defeat of Champion Hill the day before. The bombardment
from Battery A of the 2nd. Illinois Light Artlllery and the
lst. Battery of the Indiana Light Artillery followed by a
lightning charge, of the 2nd. Brigade under Brigadier General
Michael K, Lawlgr rolled up the left wing of the Confederate
defenses, The Union forces then advanced to the bridge with
little trouble, capturing vast numbers of prisoners, small arms
and 18 field guns,

The steamers, CSS Dot, (€SS Paul Jones, and CSS Charm
were at the Big Black Bridge Landing, seeking safety from
Union fleets operating on the iMississippi. The Confederates
had placed these vessels parallel to the bridge., After
crossing in retreat, the Confederates burned the steamers and
bridge to hinder the advance by Union forces.

Union forces occupied these positions through the
siege of Vicksburg until August, 1864,

Earthworks were constructed on the bluffs of the
south bank of Clear Creek, extending to and along the west
bank of Big Black River,

Union camp sites were located directly west along
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0

R OF LESS THA_N TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 32° 22 18- 9® 45 59 ° ' ) ° ’ "
NE 32° 22" 18- 9% 417 1¢°
o oy ? - -
SE 327 207 54”7 9¢ 417 107
SW 298 on' o/ * QL5 50"
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROBERTYV: A s
Approximately 1,450 acres
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOLINDARIES
STATE: CoDE | couNnTY e \\M\_}ﬂ‘_/ / cobE
ilississippi 23 | Hinds ' 049
STATE: CODE | cCouNTY: LJ RS CODE
Mississippi 28 | Warren ¢ 149
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CoDE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
NAME AND TITLE:
William C, Wright, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Mississippi Department of Archives and History ay 13, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:
Post Office Box 571
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Jackson 11551ss1ppl 39205 28

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

x State [

Local

x

National

——

Name \\‘\\ ; ,} /// /W‘-—«’-W‘

I hereby certify that this property is included

National Register.

ﬁmﬂL A //M/M {ly

in the

NOV 23 1971

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histofic Preservation

ATTEST: ~

R. A. McLemore ™~
Title Director, Miss, Dept, of , /
Archives and History Keopar of The National Register
Date May 13, 1971 Date NOQV 2 2 1971
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