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located in downtown Louisville, the Jefferson County Armory fills the entire 
block of Walnut Street from Armory Place to Sixth Street. Just to the rear 
of the Armory, in the same block, is the Jefferson County Jail (National 
Register-July 1973). The Cathedral of the Assumption (National Register- 
September 1977) is less than two blocks away.

The Armory was constructed in 1905 in the Beaux Arts style. The structure's 
main facade, consisting of a central block flanked by projecting pavilions, 
rises three stories from a raised basement. The basement and ground stories 
are constructed of massive, rusticated, rough-faced limestone blocks, while 
the upper stories are finished in buff brick with limestone trim. The recessed 
central portion has six, smooth stone columns with Ionic capitals which rise 
through the upper two stories to the cornice. The wings have rough-faced 
limestone quoins. First-story windows are round-arched, with prominent 
keystones. In the other stories, the windows are rectangular, with limestone 
sills and lintels. The third floor openings have been made smaller. A stone 
and brick parapet tops the facade over a cornice underscored by dentils. 
Pediments, formerly bearing cartouches and topped by sculpted eagles, surmount 
the pavilions. A round, central pediment, which has also lost its decoration, 
once echoed the original round-arched portal. The ground story of the central 
block has been altered by applying brown marble over the stone and by adding 
a large marquee.

The auditorium section extends northward and is also of buff brick and lime­ 
stone construction.- Arched entries, pilasters, and pairs of small, rectangular 
windows break the long expanses of the Armory Place and Sixth Street facades. 
The auditorium roof extends well above the main lobby portion. The roof was 
originally serai-elliptical (see photo 1), but now rises through a series of 
steps. The building's interior has been reworked.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jefferson County Armory is a significant example of the Beaux Arts 
style as applied to an early twentieth century public building. It 
was the most ambitious public design of Brinton B. Davis, a prominent 
and prolific Louisville architect. At its completion, the Armory 
was certainly the largest public building ever constructed in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

In 1904, the Kentucky legislature ordered Jefferson Fiscal Court to 
erect an armory. The county allocated $450,000 for the project, which 
resulted a year later in the construction of the Jefferson County Armory. 
From the outset, the building was intended to serve civilian as well as 
military purposes. Indeed, in 1906, it was headquarters during Homecoming 
Week in Louisville, which attracted tens of thousands of native Kentuckians 
to the city. By 1923, community activities so interfered with its military 
functions that the county was obliged to purchase land at Sixth and Liberty 
Streets to build a cavalry drill hall to be used exclusively by the 
military. In 1938, an architect named Walter C. Wagner was employed under 
a Works Progress Administration contract to improve the convention and 
athletic facilities of the Armory. New seating and a concrete floor were 
added at a cost of $25,000. It is possible that the roof was also rebuilt 
at this time. The Armory was said at this time to have the greatest floor 
space under a permanent roof of any convention hall in the world. Under 
its present name Louisville Gardens, the Armory continues to provide a 
public center for conventions, concerts, and athletic events.

The ideas of Brinton B. Davis (1862-1952) are reflected in the numerous 
commercial and public buildings that he designed during more than fifty 
years of practice in Louisville. These structures display the same ten­ 
dency toward classical motifs that is evident in the Armory's design. 
Among Davis' other local works are the Inter-Southern Life Insurance 
Company (Kentucky Home Life Building-passed Kentucky State Review Board, 
September, 1979), the Kentucky and Watterson Hotels, and the Methodist 
Board of Church Extension. Outside Louisville, he was responsible for the 
design of the Western Kentucky University campus at Bowling Green and the 
Ansley Hotel in Atlanta; Davis was born in 1862 in Natchez, Mississippi. 
The son of an architect, he served his apprenticeship in New York City, 
and later worked in Chicago, St. Louis, and Paducah, Kentucky before 
coming to Louisville in 1900.
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The Jefferson County armory is an important public structure designed 
in the Beaux Arts style by a well-known Louisville architect.
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Map 1. Sanborn Map, volume l,p.49
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Photo 1. Exterior view- 1906.


