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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jorgenson Studio was built in 1904 by artist Chris Jorgenson in Yosemite Valley. It
was moved to Wawona in 1962.

It is a one story, one room log structure measuring 22' x 37'. It has a steeply pitched
overhanging gable roof, covered with wood shingles. The front gable projects ten feet
beyond the front wall of the cabin and covers the porch; it is supported by five log posts.
The gable end is treated decoratively with infill logs placed in a vertical pattern. On
the interior, this projected gable is used as a small sleeping loft, reached by ladder.

The structure is placed on a rubble granite foundation and is built of peeled logs in alter-
nating tiers, interlocked at the corners with a V-notched joint. The horizontal spaces
between the logs are chinked with white cement. An exterior chimney is located on the

south end of the building; it is made of granite in an uncoursed rubble pattern. An orig-
inal stained glass window, in a sunbust design, is located on the facade of the cabin.
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Yosemite National Park has been a lodestone for artists since 1856 when lighographer Thomas
Ayres accompanied the first tourist party to the Valley. One of the park's most prolific
scenic interpreters was the noted California painter Chris Jorgenson, who maintained a
seasonal residence and studio in Yosemite Valley for 20 years. This studio, now an integra!
part of the Pioneer Yosemite History Center, is of local significance in Art.

In 1962 the Jorgenson studio was moved from Yosemite Valley to the Pioneer History Center
in Wawona. The move was deemed necessary in 1959 with the National Park Service "Mission
66" directive to raze the structures in and near the 0ld Village and return the meadow to
a natural state. The historic significance of this building, then in use as an employee
residence, was recognized and funds were allocated to salvage it. In its new, compatible
setting the building's interior was authentically restored as the studio. Aside from the
rationale behind the move, the studio is the remianing structure associated with this
significant Yosemite artist and thus merits consideration for the National Register.

Chris Jorgenson arrived in Yosemite Valley in the late 1890's already an established artist
At 14 he had been the first student at the Califernia School of Fine Arts, organized in

San Francisco in 1874, From 1881 to 1883, he served as Assistant Director, as well as an
instructor, at the school. Jorgenson and his wife, Angela Ghiardelli, had studies for two
years in Italy in the early 1890's but discovered their true milieu during those first
visits to Yosemite. They established their studio on the bank of the Merced River in 1899.
Jorgenson did several canvases depicting the local Indians and began an extensive collec-
tion of Native American Basketry, specializing in California products. Both the paintings
and the baskets are part of the Yosemite Museum Collections and provide a valuable resource
in visually interpreting the ethnic history of the park around the turn of the century.

(In Galen Clark's book, "Yosemite Indians" (1904), are four Jorgenson drawings and the..
cover design and drawing are by Angela Jorgenson.) Jorgenson used both watercolors and oil:
‘to record Yosemite scenes, accumulating an extensive portfolio in the process.

The National Park Service acquired the Jorgenson studio in 1919 and in 1920, it began ser-—
vice as the first Yosemite Museum. Jorgenson donated his basket collection to this fledg-
ling interpretive effort in 1923. After his death in 1935, his widow donated over 150
Chris Jorgenson originals to the new Museum. For years there was a separate "Jorgenson
Room" to house the collection. When the Museum was closed, the paintings were placed in
storage or exhibited in offices or the visitor center. Today, the Jorgenson Studio is used
as part of the living history program at the Pinoneer History Center. NPS employees por-
tray Jorgenson or his wife and a large number of his original canvases are omce again on
display in the studio. :
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