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The Appleton City Hall is a two story Richardsonian styled building. Characteristics 
of this style include the three story corner tower containing the building's main 
entrance, arched entryways, gables capped with stone coping, and stone lintels 
and sills.

The foundation of the building is constructed of granite and concrete. The structural 
system consists of red brick bearing walls and heavy timber trusses supporting the 
hipped roof. Other than filling in openings and arches the exterior of the building 
has not been altered since its construction.

The first floor of the building originally consisted of three sections housing 
three functions of city government — the fire hall, city jail and city administra­ 
tive office space. In recent years the first floor housed a community meeting 
room, a library, offices and the city jail. Alterations to the first floor include 
flooring tile over the original wood floor and flourescent lighting suspended from 
the ceiling. The second floor houses an auditorium. Significant features in the 
auditorium are an impressive domed ceiling, original wood floors, and a 1920*s 
roll down, hand painted stage curtain featuring a rural scene and advertisements 
of local merchants.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Appleton City Hall is significant as an example of the Richardsonian style 
of architecture and as the governmental and community center for the town from 
1895 to the present.

The building stands as one of the few 19th century monumental buildings in the 
rural area of western Minnesota. The building functioned as a social center 
for the community as well as a center for city business activities. The 
theater on the second floor of the building was used for Lyceums and touring 
theater groups in the first half of the century.

The Appleton City Hall will be totally vacated in November of 1976. The local 
Cultural Affairs Committee and community citizens are currently planning to 
provide space within the building for the Appleton Art Club, Community Theater, 
Photo Club, and the Senior Citizens Club.
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