
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Ia Area no. Form no. 

163-3 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

J Roll 22 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

1. Town V/orcester 

Address ^0 V/ebster S t r e e t 

Name V/ebster S t r ee t Firehouse 

Present use f i r e s t a t i o n 

Present owner ^^^^ Worcester 

3. Description: 

Date 1893 

Source 

Style 

date placque 

e c l e c t i c 

Architect E l b r i d g e Boyden o: -Son 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

none Outbuildings (describe)_ 

Other features y e l l o w b r i c k facade . 

ye l lov ; , t e r r a c o t t a t r i r a , c e n t r a l tow< 

w i t h c r e s t i n g , s t y l i z e d and c l a s s i c j 
ornament 

Altered no Date 

Moved no Date 
I Assessors ' Book 8, p . 3 1 

U I M 5. Lotsize: ^ o t Z 10, Oi|6 s q . f t . 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

68' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

15' - ' • • 
S, Lee 

6. Recorded by ed . B.R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization V/orc. Her i t age Pres . Soc, 

Date February 1978 

(over) 

30M-5-77 
^X 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

C i t y of V/orcester 

f i r e h o u s e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sa-a e 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
-Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t i n 1893, the V/ebster Street Firehouse possesses a v a r i e t y of 
f a n c i f u l and eclectic ornament. Characteristic of firehouses of i t s 
period, the b u i l d i n g has paired entries f o r f i r e engines (facade), a 
one-storey wing (south) which leads to the stairway and a tower which 
rises to an open b e l f r y . Faced w i t h yellow b r i c k and yellow t e r r a c o t t a , 
the firehouse's facade contains a cent r a l date panel flanked by br i c k 
p i l a s t e r s w i t h s t y l i z e d f o l i a t e c a p itals (2nd storey) and a high arched 
window suiraounted by a decorative tower w i t h an ir o n c r e s t i n g . Although 
some of the building's terracotta t i l e s bear c l a s s i c a l motifs character­
i s t i c of the 1890s, other s t y l i z e d elements of the facad# ( p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i t s cresting, capitals and hexagonal slatework) are holdovers from 
Victorian C-othic design. At present the V/ebster Street Firehouse i s 
unaltered. 

The V/ebster Street Firehouse was designed by 
f i r m of Elbridge Boyden cc Son and was b u i l t by 

the prominent l o c a l 
l i B e l l s l e at at a cost 

of $16,000. S t i l l i n service as a f i r e s t a t i o n , the b u i l d i n g was con­
structed to house Steamer Company #5 and, l a t e r . Hook and Ladder Company 
frk-o, both of which served the surroimding i n d u s t r i a l arid r e s i d e n t i a l 
d i s t r i c t which v̂ as knovm l o c a l l y as New VJorcester, 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

City Documents: #]4.8, year ending 11/30/1893, Auditor's Report, pp.l̂ JL-l4.2; 
year ending 11/30/1891^-, Auditor's Report, p. i|.2. 

Engineering and Building Record, v o l . XXVIII, 7/27/1893, P. 11+7 
(bui l d i n g notice) 



state Working Number, 9. 30, 79,^6ti 

T E C H N I C A L ,  
Photos .^8 3 , i - lY>  
Maps g ĵ. 4? S 

CONTROL 

£ ^ U A A / y t S y'***''AAZ*Ay^ ^t^^yf<*^'=£ ^-'tt.atty.ttAZtyi^y ' ' ' ^ —^*<-̂ tfci 

^ HISTORIAN 
^ YlJo^CAaA^' /s^fHy "Ht ^^ynAAytA £>Ua£yty^/y^ oit yj AALyCty^yU^ A^ Y^UA /YYLcAy^^ 
§ay{MyHyAAA..̂ yA-cJL. * V^^x .yy^\aiyyA<A(y<jL/., ^yy>cyy^-tCydSf^ <-se-t^ 
^ . J X P A ^ . A". 
(AAtAyY-^y})/^• Afo'oYL y^ ^ 
yU^yXAAyji 

,,yy»tySy6iAyCosC y ^ Ay^yl-AA-

• c ^ ^ /y^. ^-^cyhy^ ^^i^^^^'^^RCHITECTORAL HISTORIAN 
^Aityk.t'tyytLt'^^ y^^ "YvCiytt.^ ^^^^--i-.^-i>-^^^»<«» ^AyAccA, ^Ott-i*^ 
^^li^ytAAtAYUy.^ £^At». ^i*JiA<AL iA-n, otA^C-AAjAy '^/^ju/ti. 

AAA-io^y^ 

Yy^yy/. ARCHEOLOGIST 

PA//(J ^ ^&'Y^S Au. ^AS^GtA7(^ APP^^ /^A*A^ Py{A^'yiYf A/e-lPS^/yi- Af-AP nAP 
/&A^sA/zerfp^'^pf'^-^ Appry /s^^^A^ ^ mmAAp& s/yiA/f/^Aytptks, 
AiuWAY IftdY PY IHP^ YiXA/P/A/mA eorAM) YYPA^A^/AY PP S/PAJAPTCAAA^ ?I0 
/(^lAlA^ ^^^^'^ /if^AP^^iAtATC^ PA^yf-y^/'^ AYI 'S/e jYuAy ̂  /7AeAAAy.y^/c9u; 
7l/^t0^ ^lY^A<AlP(^PP<^ AC^yUJAA&P. Y^P^ CyAPAX AJ^r A/P^^^^Y A^AJcy/Y 

O T H E R 
A^x 

Z/Zpfi 

AP̂  //Yt ^Ay^ A^SAiJP Y ^ ^ ^ i p^A^AH^ ^AJAAHAI^ . Ai^y^P uy*i>/y>{fÂ  H A E R 
y^ m^pAUAA?/ AX A// AP^ /Ajo^iAiep Afrex W 2//'/^f^^PoPf. "^^^^ 

^ PAUAi AeoPaiAlŜ  lUP^ I DO PPT eeŷ AAÂ PPAYff/JÂ  At<P inventory 
^ / /(-CM-/} - iem>Yi^YiP^ ebb' U Review 

130 'p^p -At^- PoA^ PAX i^AfAUt^ loTemr^p/i- /po/p^upj^aAyj^eAA^rY 
A / ^ - L ' 3 I ^ ^ ^ r ^ l ^ r - A*i;AJiA/tJAPf AifyifPTePP̂ AHtUiP! R E V I E W UNIT C H I E F 

i^r iiYAAei/^ mi ^ if ^YATYP 
\ PAO APOimAJA^ POtL^fAnKi SA^BP^YTPP- / JuP^yiiPX -

c ^ > . V ^ ^ U j / | „ N ' i ! I • « > ^ ^ - ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ B R A N C H C H I E F 
l ^ V ^ ^ 102.-L.-3 4o -^HJC^ < ^ c^^^v-izĴ wv ;̂ M C L K 

HoU^ »?0-<:L'BI> -^C^ -̂ Vzfwv SWs. 

{XC<Jiyf2^ cK.t.'CCC oZ.>c<Lc*aA^w-/-^ Atb-<^^0'ii CofU 
<^«1 Jc^'Jyi^J.yry^ S^/Ho)^ -3 (A^^yJ^^yy^ -f^ ZSUtJ. A^ 
ŷ .̂ Mô y—f HU -C.&D II ) ^ - ^ T / I3>O- CU6P 'i(̂ f ( -jLv^U-j ^ ^"t 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry .i\ 

Send-back 
Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritaqe Conservation and Recreation Service 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


