FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

J Roll 22

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

ulMm

(over)

30M-5-77

la Area no. Form no.

163-3

1. Town V/orcester

Address N0 V/ebster Street
Name V/ebster Street Firehouse

Presentu2e fire station

Present owner ANNN Worcester

3. Description:

Date 1893
Source date placque
Style eclectic

Architect Elbridge Boyden a-Son

Exterior wall fabric brick
Outbuildings (describe)_  none
Other features yellow brick facade.

yellov;, terracotta trira, central tow<

with cresting, stylized and classicj

ornament
Altered no Date

Moved no Date
Assessors' Book 8, p.31

. Lotsize: ~otZ 10, Gil6 sqg.ft.

Ore acre or less Over one acre

Approximate frontage 68'

Approximate distance of building from street

15 - ' e e
S, Lee

. Recorded by ed. B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization V/orc. Heritage Pres. Soc,

Date February 1978

X



7. Original owner (if known) City of V/orcester

Original use firehouse

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Sa e

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education -Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built in 1893, the Viebster Street Firehouse possesses a variety of
fanciful andeclectic ornament. Characteristic of firehousesof its
period, the building hasEaired entries forfire engines (facade), a
one-storey wing (south) which leads tothe stairway and a tower which
rises toan open helfry. Faced with yellowbrick and ?/ellowterracotta,
the firehouse' sfacade contains a central date panel flanked by brick
pilasters with stylized foliate capitals (2nd storey) anda high arched
wi ndow suiraounted by a decorative tower with aniron cresting. Although
sone of the building's terracotta tiles bear classical motifs character-
istic of the 1890s, other stylized elements of the facad# (particularly
its cresting, capitals andhexagonal sl atework) arehol dovers from
Vicltoria(r]]| Gothic design. At present the V/iebster Street Firehousei s
unal tered.

The V/iebster Street Firehouse was designed by the prom nent |ocal
firm of El bridge Boyden o Son andwas built by | BeLls e at at a cost
of $16,000. Still 1 nservice asafire station, the building was con-
structed t ohouse Steaner Conpany #5 and, |ater. Hook and Ladder Conpany
frk-o, both of which served the surroimdingindustrial arid residential
district which vdas knovm |l ocally as NewVJorcester,

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

City Docunments: #4.8 year ending 11/30/1893, Auditor's Report, pplML-14.2
year ending 11/30/1891"-, Auditor's Report, p. i|.2

Engi neering andBuilding Record, vol . XXVIIIl, 7/27/1893, P. 11+7
(building notice)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



