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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i/, ftnpivn j PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Clark House, commonly known as the Stone House, was built 
as a residence for William McBrayer (1754-1820) and was later 
the boyhood home of Champ dark. This stone house is standing 
as erect and imposing as it was 175 years ago. It is con­ 
structed of huge slabs of Kentucky River limestone; its dimen­ 
sions are approximately 40 l x24' with walls that are 18" thick. 
The stone chimneys are inset, so that the outside of the 
chimney is even with the wall. The back and front facades of 
the building are identical, each having two windows and a 
central door. The east side of the building has two attic 
windows, while the west side has two attic windows and a door; 
there are also four basement windows, one of which has sub­ 
stantial stone steps beneath it and serves as the basement 
door.

There are two rooms on the main floor; each has a 9'x2 ! fire­ 
place, designed to hold huge back logs and 4 r foresticks. 
Reached by a steep narrow stairway, the two attic rooms each 
have fireplaces. The basement runs the length of the house 
and has a dirt floor, and is about six feet deep. Visible in 
the basement are the bases of the chimneys and eighteen solid 
10" floor joists which support the structure.

Inside, the flooring of wide poplar has been partially replac­ 
ed, though the window frames, mantels and closet doocs, if not 
original.,/,at least show signs of age. The outside appearance 
of the house is unchanged, except for the roofing which, no 
diOutot,,,,has. been rep laced.many. ..times. The windows have been 
broken, but the now unoccupied house in no other way has been 
molested. The^.p-resent owners, Dr. and Mrs. George Gilbert, 
have expressed their intention to repair the building, and it 
is hoped. tJrat the local historical society ^ea*i make some 
practical use of it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stone House was the boyhood home of James Beauchamp 
(Champ) Cl ark ?> Speaker c>|*3:^®luSifed States^^s 
sen^aMy^^ 1911-1919 7 and Democratic contender for the 
Presidential nomination in 1912. It is also thought to be 
one of the oldest buildings in Anderson County, having been 
erected prior to 1792 when Kentucky was still a part of 
Virginia. One of only three stone houses still standing in 
Anderson County, its almost perfect stone walls reveal the 
skill of early masons. It has been featured in numerous 
articles dealing with stone structures and in publications 
regarding the life of Champ Clark, who lived here as a boy.

James Beauchamp (Champ) Clark (1850-1921) was born nearby. 
He attended the University of Kentucky, taught /school <in* 
Anderson County (1870-1871), and graduated from Bethany 

. Collage., West Virginia in. 1873. r For,-a .year, <187-3-187~4) he 
was the President of Marshall College in Huntington, West 
Virginia, the first normal school of the 'state-.. Her studired 
law at the Cincinnati Law School, then settled in Missouri 
where he became a. city attorney and newspaper e^ditar. before 
turning to politics, where he represented Missouri in the 
U.S. Congress for 24 years. He led the defeat of Cannonism, 
control of the House by the Speaker, then was chosen to be 
Speaker of the House and served from 1911 to 1919. In 1912 
he became a candidate for the Democratic nomination for 
President. In the convention, he was ahead of Woodrow Wilson 
until the fourteenth ballot when he lost William Jenning 
Bryan's support. He died in 1921 at the age of J71.
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