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1. Name of Property

historic name Berlin Town Hall

Other names/site number Berlin Town House

2. Location

street & number 12 Woodward Avenue N/A not for publication
city or town Berlin N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zipcode 01503

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this [abomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H"meets ¢« does not meet thp National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide Sa”cally. (¢ See continuation stieet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State Qi*Federal agency and bureau

4. Nyional Park Service Certification
I, heleby certify that this property is: if the Keeper Date of Action
1 entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain);



Berlin Town Hall
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

_ private X building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State site
_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ object S

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A
ﬂ Function or Use
Istoric Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT: town hall
SOCIAL: civic, meeting hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate

Narrative Description

Worcester, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non-contributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
0 0 objects
1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: meeting hall: civic
RECREATION and CULTURE: auditorium

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: granite block BRICK

walls WOOD: weatherboard
roof ASPHALT
other N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.;



NPS Fonn 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior Berlin Town Hall
National Park Service Name of Property
Worcester, MA
National Register of Historic Places County and State
Continuation Sheet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number _7 Page 1

7. DESCRIPTION

Sdtting

The 1870 Berlin Town Hall, dthough no longer functioning as the town adminigtration building, still
occupiesa commanding position & 12 Woodwerd Avenue, overlooking the triangular Meeting House
Common a the main intersection in the canter of town. While this outdtanding building isindividualy
digible for the Nationd Regider, itisdso pat of aduger of historic resourceswhich together form a
potential Nationd Regider higoric district. Occupying the lower part of a dopejust northeedt of the 1IS™'-
century Bullard House (NR pending), the Town Hall faces southeedt toward the 1826 Firg Parigh
Medtinghous. An 1850s Itdianate house with an atached bam/carriagehouseis located on the adjacent
lot to the eedt. Behind the building, the ground rises sharply up the wooded hillside of Powderhouse Hill
to the town's 1814 brick powderhouse and two early 20%-cantury firedrens  Stretching southwest to
southeest aoross the intersection of Woodward Avenue with Linden and Centrdl strets (both part of MA
Route 62), are the oldest town camdeay (the Old Burying Ground), severd 19*-century houses on large
lots, and along-time gore that once bdonged to some of Berlin's mogt prominent residents

The long, rectangular building nearly fills its 6,970-square-foat lot. A short length of dry-laid fieldstone
retaining wall & the rear west comer is of recent congtruction, and asmal earthen mound dose to the
north rear comer, supported by another section offieldstoneretaining wall, coversacistem built in 2005.
Two short, paved driveways flank the southwest and northeast Sdes of the building. Although long usd
&6 tacit rights-of-way for the Town Hall, both of the driveways are Stuated on the abutting properties. A
wide st of ten rough-granite Seps dating to 1871, risesfrom the sreet to the front entry. The segps were
rexst in 1974. Granite curbing mearks both the sdes of the Sairway and the bottom edge of the Sep
grassd dope a the front of the building.

Exterior dexription (Photos 1-3)

The 1870 Berlin Town Hall isalong, rectangular, 2 Vi-gory, gable-front building, expanded in 1904 by a
20-foot-deep, hip-roofed, reer addition of the same height and width. The building iswood frame and
clad in wood dgpboards. Itsroof isgray date, firstingdled in 1888, The 56-foot-long main building
dands on agranite-block foundation over apartid cdlar; the rear addition hes a brick foundation. One
narrow brick chimney, remaining from aformer symmetricd pair, risesfrom the main southwest roof
dope, ebout 15 feet back from the front devation. Two cylindrical metd ventilators, goecad wide gpart
on the roof ridge, date to 1905.

In gyle and detail, the Town Hall isaredrained verson of the Greco-ltdianete combination that wes
popular in public buildings shortly after the Civil War. The three-bay symmetrical facade digplays a
lingering Gresk Revivd feature in the tripartite window above the center entry, dthough its sseh
configuration-4/4 in the center unit,flankedby tall, narrow 2/2s-is more commonly assodated with the
Itelianate (Photo 1). A 6/6 window occupies the front geble peek, but the other faBade windows are 4/4s
of tall, narrow, more Itdianate proportions. The main entry, which originally hed adoublelesf door of
two equa parts, isnow apared combination of awide sx-pand and anarow three-pand door.

(continued)
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goparently datingto the 1930s Each door hes raised pands with heavy gpplied moldings, and along
glass pand in the middle section. A two-light transom surmounts the opening. The doorway is flanked
by apair of widey soaced, smple pilagters on plinths, ringed with moldings &t the tops and besss
Mounted on the wall between the doorway and eech pilagter isasmdl, wood-framed, glassfi-ont
sgnboard that opens to dlow the pogting of notices.

All of the windows in the main building have heavy molded crowns, and their casings display one of the
building's mogt decordive features-an upper casng board with arecessd circlein the center, and half-
cdrdesa the outer ends  Origind, two-part, louvered, wooden shutters survive a same of the windows,
the other windows have one- or two-piece modem wood replacements The building hes the wide boxed
eaves with prominent retums, characterigtic of mod Itdianate buildings, but it gpparently never hed the
decorative comice brackels commonly assodaed with the style. The comerboards are wide, and their
recessed pand's have an ogee-top detail that is now largdy obscured by duminum downspouts

The presentfl at-roofedentry porch was edded to the building in 1875. Itsouter comersare supported by
apair of square columns matching the pilagters in design and proportion. The porch friezeisringed with
an architrave molding, and bears the words"TOWN HALL" in raised letters on the front Sde. The porch
goparently dways hes hed abacony with alow baudrade and heavy, square, boxed comerpogts. The
present baludrade was rebuilt in 1967 with comerposts smilar to the original, but with diagonaly st
two-inch-sguare, rether than tumed, baugers (Phato 2).

A short concrete walk with an iron-pipe railing, extending from the porch to asat of sgps descending to
the northeest driveway, was built in 1970, the gift of the Berlin Tuesday Club. The handsome iron-pipe
railings on the front dars date to 1898, when they replaced aformer pair of wooden railings. Their front
posts were once condderably higher, and supported apair of kerosane lamps that were replaced by dass
globes when the building wes eectrifiedin 1909. When the dectric lamps were removed in 1950, the
podts were cut down to the same height as the railing.

Both 9de devations ae the origind four bays long, plus an additiond window baey and adoor in eech
dde wall of the 1904 addition. The newer windows possibly contain sseh rdocated from the former beck
wall of the 1870 building. While the later windows match thosein the main building, they have a
somewha smplified circle and half-circle detall in the upper casng-without any edge detail, wheress the
1870 windows have anarrow bead surrounding eech circle.

Onthe northeest devation, adouble-ledf, five-panel door forms asixth bay a the rear comer, opening out
onto arecently rebuilt wooden platform with pressure-trested wood handrails. Thewall plane of thisdde
of the building continues into asmdl one-gory, shedroofed addition, buih in 2007-2008 to house
resrooms (Photo 3). That addition, which extends aoross the north haf of the reer wall of the building,
replaced a 1932 lavatory el of about the same dimendons. While its wood dagpboard sding matches that
onthe regt of the building, the addition hes an agphdt-shingle roof and aconarete foundafion. A amdl
window is located a the south end of each Sde of the addition. The only windowsin the reer devation of
the main building are three 3/3 windows in the first sory of the main rear wall, southwest of the bathroom
addition.

(continued)
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Thefenedration of the southwest devation, like the northeadt, hes four window bays a both first and
ssoond dories in the original 1870 building, and an additiona window bay and an exterior entry in the
1904 portion. Here, asingle, contemporary,flushdoor under amolded crown is located betwean the
fourth and the fifth window bays. 1t opens onto a handicapped-accessble ramp with asquare-dowd
baudrade Toward the front end of this devation, between thefirst two windows, isa projecting, geble-
roofed bulkhead entry, dgpboarded on the 9des, and with a four-pand door with raised pands. The
bulkheed wes added for aocoess to aamd| section of cdlar that was dugin 1946, when a centrd deam-
heating sydem was ingdled. Tucked doseto the wall between the bulkhead and the end of therampis a

large emergancy generaor.

Interior description

Theinterior of the Berlin Town Hall hes dhangad remarkably little in either spatid arangemeant or detailing
dnce itsonly mgjor addition was condructed in 1904. It ramains a building dearly intended for loca town
govemment, with multiple meeting rooms, assambly hals, and an office. Asin mog New England town halls
of its erg, the main community mesting hal (the actud "town hal") fills the upper sory, while thefirst floor is
broken up into amdler goeces Also typical of many later 19*-century, gable-front town hdlsis the center front
entry hall with doublewinding gairs rising to either Sde of thefront door. More unusud is the presance of not
just one, but three assambly hdlls, as well asthe surviva of severd period fumishings connected with the
municipa function of the building.

First story (See SketchPlan.)

Entry hall. In the manner of many New England Itdianate town halls, the foot of eech of the paired
main darcasesis located toward the reer of the broed entry hall (Photo 4), and the gairs curve beck
toward the fafade asthey riseto the levd of the main meating hall. Each hes a massve octagond newd
pog, a molded handrail that makes an extracurve & thetop of the gars and aheavy, tumed baustrade-
al typicd of the Itdianate influence of thetime. A doset islocated under the front of eech Saircase one
wes converted to agarway to the boiler room bdow in the 1940s Mog of the doorsin the building are
four-pand with gpplied moldings. All were grain-painted, athough thosein the entry hall were painted
over; they ae now being restored by alocd artisan. The heavy molded casings of the doarsin the entry
hall differ from thosein the ret of the building. 1t may be that they date to the 1904-1905 renovafions,
and that the origina moldings from the entry hal were reussd dsawhere in the building.

Sdectmen's Room. Southwest of the entry hall isthe L-plan Sdectmen'sRoom. (Photo 5). Its presssd-
metd ceiling dates to the remodding that accompeanied the 1904 enlargameant of the building. Predating
the congruction of the 1870 building, however, is the rare surviving weights and meeaurescabing that
dands egand the southwest wall (Photo 6). Built in 1848 to Sore the weighing and messuring goparatus,
which from that year forward wes provided to towns by the gate, thisis a massve wooden cupboard with
grained, panded upper and lower doors. It holds an array of dandard weights that were usd with the
large belance scde contained in the cabinet. In the south comer of the room is another extraordinary
aurviva-the cag-iron town safe purchased from Marvin & Co. in 1873 (Photo 7).

(continued)
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The saefe gands six feet high; itisembdlished in high Victorian fashion with metdlic decoration on a
black background, and with a painted landscgpe soae on the indde of each of itsdouble doors. Thetall,
glass-front bookcases thet line the room's north and eest walls were built by carpenter Josah Sawyer in
1883-again in regponse to date regulation, which thistime required communities to provide adequete
doregefor the law books that had been regularly provided to towns, a date expenss, Snce 1816. The
bookcases are highly vamished, with lower doors of vertica tongue-and-groove "matchboard.” The
center bookcaseis lower in height than the ret, asa result of the pipe from the heating dove in the
adjacent room, which passad through this room to connect to the southwest gove chimney.  This room
still hes thetilefloor that was laid in 1957, now covered with carpet.

The amdl L-plan goece oppodte the Sdectmen's Room and northeedt of the entry hall wias originally built
asacoaroom. Between 1904 and 1928 it housed the town library, and during those yearsitswalswere
goparently lined with bookcages (no longer extant). Some of the origina vamished chestnut dado,
composd of four-inch beeded vertica boards, remains, asdo sections of the molded chair rail.  Other
surviving features are the tall, shalow heedboard cabinet in the eedt front comer, and ahigh, grain-
painted, ganding dant-topped desk that was goparently used by the librarian. A partition was added in
1953 to cregte an office for the town welfare department in the front section, which today isalarge
dorage clost.

BarnesHall. (Photo 8) Northwest of the former coatroomvlibrary and extending to the reer of the 1904
addition isalong, narrow meeting hall that issfill actively used for itsorigina purpose A amply
detailed, uninterrupted goece named for the donor of the Town Hall land, the portion of the room in the
origind 1870 building hes a presssd-metd celling without acomice that dates to 1916, and the same type
of vamished dado as the coatroom. A molded, vamished picturerail ringsthe upper section of the dde
walls ebout 18 inches bdow the ceiling. A heavy wooden pogt dands off-center in the newer section.
Agandg the rear wall in the 1904 addition, atwo-part sarway (the upper portion isendosd) leeds tothe
second floor. The dairway hes tumed baustersand abheavy newd pog, both of a smpler design than
those d the main dairs in the earlier front entry hall. Afivefoot, four inch high vamished osk dado
ocovess the lower hdf of the wall behind the dairs  The present wooden floor in this goece wes laid in
2007, replacing afilefloor ingdled in 1954. Thishall was subdivided in 1979 and 1995 for town offices;
the partitions were removed after 2000 (See Section 8). The Town Clerk's office was built into the west
comer of the hall, adjoining the kitchen.

Memorial Hall. (Photo 9) The canter and west portions of the first gory are occupied by the large
asembly room that wes designed and dedicated as amemorid to Berlin'sCivil Wer deed. Tothisday, it is
still an extraordinary place of honor and memory. Above the dado, al four wals are filled with the framed
photogrgphs and porfraits of Berlin's soldiers, dong with framed documents and other phaotos rdating to all
of the wars in which loca ditizens sarved their country and community. Four large, shidd-sheped marble
plagues beearing the nemes of thase who died in the war are the foca points of the northwest and southwest
wals. A vamished octagond wood pod islocated in the center of the room. The pressed-metd ceiling and
crovn molding were ingaled in 1905. During some recent repair work, a portion of the comice was
temporarily removed, reveding part of the large band of foliate enciling a the edge of the ceiling that wes
donein 1889. The hardwood floor was laid in 1907. Significant objects in thisroom include the barmer of

(continued)
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Berlin's loca militia company, which was active batween 1787 and 1820, and severd long, wooden,
goindle-back settees st upon wooden goragebins. (Their legs were removed when they were rd ocated
from the town meeting hall on the second floor.)

A door in the reer wall of Memoria Hall leeds to the northwest kitchen-one of the gpeces for which the
1904 addition was built. Part of this room was later partitioned, and became abroedcag sudio in the
1990s The cabinetry in thisroom was replaced in the mid 20* century, and new cabings ingtdled dong
the reer wall in 2007. Thelarge st of wooden wall cabinets and lower drawers againg the southwest
wall, however, goparently date to the latter part of the period of significance, probably about 1949.

Second Sory

Town Meseting Hall (or "Grand Hall"). Themaintown meeting hal fills dl of the origina 1870
building & the ssoond dory northwest of the enfrance hall. The hall gained afull-width Sage across the
northwest end when the building was expanded in 1904. Theroom itself isan uninterrupted spece, well
lit by the three large windows dong eech Sdewall. A low chestnut dado rings the room bdow the level
of the window sills, and amolded picturerail is mounted a the top of the walls, just bdow the cove
comice of the 1924 presssdHmed  ceiling. The hardwood, narrow-board floor dates to the 1904
renovations. At the southeedt end, apair of four-pand doors gpansinto the entry hall. To @ther Sde neer
the outer part of that wall, two more pairs of four-pand doors leed to large Sorage dosts beside the
dars. An dectroplated cast-iron chanddier of multiple kerosene lamps, gored in the attic after 1909,
was wired for dectricity and reingdled in the center of the ceiling (its origina location) by Assshet
Vdley Vocationd School sudentsin 1984 (Photo 10). A large wooden cabinet, with asingle four-pand
door that dands againg the south wall of the room, camefromone of the two Soragedosats where it
hdd items bel onging to the Berlin Grange

Mirroring the southeast dosat doors, two more sts of paired four-pand doors are located in the reer
comers of theroom. Theinterior walls and the front dedo of the 1904 platform Sege are sheethed in
painted tongue-and-groove matchboerd, as isthe former dressing room in the southwest comer of the
dage Stll in place, but non-functional due to its ddlicate condition and to current ssfety-code
regulations, isarolled-up, full-width carvas gage curtain of the 1930s painted with a European

landscepe scene
Archaeological Decription

While no andient Native American dtes are known on the Town Hal property or in the generd area
(within ane mile), Stesmay be presant. Environmenta characterigtics of the property represent locationa
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presance of Native Stes
TheBerlin Town Hall islocated on awel-drained, level to moderatdy doping glacid outwash plain, in
dose proximity to wetlands. Three tributary sreemsof North Brook and two unnamed ponds are located
within 1,000 feet to the e, south, and wet of the Town Hall. North Brook isatributary of the Asssbet
River, which drains the entiretown of Berlin. In soite of the information presanted above, the potentid
for locating significant archaeologica resources, both ancient Native American and historic, on the Town
Hall property islow. The sze of the parcd (0.16 acres) and congmction of the Town Hall, later

(continued)
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additions, and rdated utilities would have desroyed any potentiad archaeologicd resourceslocated on the
property prior to 1870. The Town Hall, which hes apartia basament,fieldstoneretaining wall, and
cistem built in 2005, covers nearly the entire lot. While the Town Hall property was subdivided from the
Bullard House that d 0 contained agore and tavem located a 4 \Woodward Avenue, no evidence is
present that indicates any of these structures or related outbuildings were located on the nominated

property.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Marl< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
histor/.

B Property Is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mak "x' In al the boxes that gpply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1870 to 1961

Significant Dates
1870 (construction)
1904 (addition)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Josiah Sawyer, Addison Keyes. S.H. Hastings (builders)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

_ Other

XI

Name of repository:
Berlin Historical Commission
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The 1870 Berlin Town Hall, the s=t of the town's govemment for 130 years, fulfills Criteria A and C of
the Nationa Regiger & the locd leve. The building meats Criterion A for its combined civic and socid
function, and for itsrolein the community's devdopment and socid higory from the late Victorian era
through the middle of the 20* century. The building was the Site for town meetings, municipa offices, the
town library, and a schoolroom, aswell asfor gatherings and performances of dl sorts. It was do built
to house the Berlin Memorid Hall-a place dedicated to the memary of the town's Civil War soldiers, ad
which continues today asamemoarid to thosewho sarved from Berlin in subssquent wars as well. The
Town Hal meds Criterion C as awdl-preserved example of the Itdianate style, asinterpreted in a
municipa building built by loca carpenters for afrugal rural community. The hub of the Berlin town
canter dnceits congruction in 1870 and ubssquent expandon in 1904, the Town Hall retainsintegrity of
stting, location, design, materids, workmanship, feeling, and assodiion.

Background and early history '

The amdl town of Berlin, located in alow range of hills a the eastem edge of Worcester County betwean
Bolton to the north and Northborough to the south, lies about fourteen milesfrom Worcester and 34 miles
from Boston. Measuring about thirteen souere miles, it is bounded on the esst by Hudson and
Marlborough and on the west by Clinton and Boylston. The Asssbet River pesses through the southeet
comer of the town, but due to an overall lack of waterpower in its brooks and sreams with the exception
of some locd mills and a short-lived 19*-cantury shoe industry, Berlin remained alargely agricultura
community throughout the 18*, 19*, and mogt of the 20* centuries

Mog of Berlin was originally part of Lancager. Europeen sattlement took place dowly through most of
the Colonid period, with the first widdly scattered households congigting mainly of outlying
homesteedars from Lancagter and Marlborough. The earliest mill, a sawmill, was operating by the mid
1730s and atavern/inn was established & the canter of town in 1756.

At the ed of thethird quarter of the 18* century, severd decedes after mod of the territory for the future
town hed sgparated from Lancagter as the south part of Bolton (incorporated 1738), the population wes
about 300. In 1778, twelve years after agroup of resdents of south Bolton had first petitioned to have
their own church, the South (Sscond) Parish of Bolton was formed. The next year amegtinghouse wes
condructed in the gpproximate center of the parish. The building sood on aparcd of common land on
the north Sde of the primary eest-west route through town (today's Linden and Centrd Strests[Route
62]), then part of the County Road connecting Lancagter with the Middlesex County townsto the eed. In
1784, Berlin became amunicipa entity when it wes established as adidtrict from partsof Bolton ad
Marlborough. In 1791, more land from Lancager was annexed; in 1806 Berlin and Northborough
exchanged some territory; and in 1812, Berlin was officially incorporated asatown.

While the meatinghouse was to become the focal point of adowly deveoping town center, in the early
years of the parish and the digtrict the building Sood nearly done on the common. Before the parish wes

(continued)
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egteblished, mog of the land at the canter condded of two large farms-one on the south and et
bdonged to Samud Jones; the other, owned by David Rice, extended southwest to northwest over a high
rocky hill. As in many mral towns, the earliest activity around the medtinghouse and common wes
primarily ingtitutional and indudtrid, rather than resdentid. One community project preceded the
building of the medtinghouse.  1n 1768, thefirst Berlin burying ground, the Old Burying Ground, hed
been egtablished on the south Sde of the county road on aone-acrelot donated by both Samud Jones and
David Rice. Caot. Samud Jones, . gave the land for the common adecede later. In the late 1770
Sephen Rice, David's son, hed ablackamith shap on the north Sde of the roed facing the burying ground.
In 1785, a town pound wes built northwest of the metinghouse on land purchased from Capt. Jones I,
and by 1794, a potash workswas operating southeedt of the common on the south dde of the county road.

Gradudly, housdats were divided out around the common, and Berlin's medtinghouse became the focal
point of asmdl resdentia and municipa town center, with houses outbuildings, aschoadl, and a few
gmdl commerdid and indudtrid esablishments Theinn eedt of the common continued under the
menagemant of Samud Jones ., and by 1792, brothers John and Maoses Pollard hed gpened agtorejust
wegt of the medinghouse. Thedore, and by 1796, a second tavem, were atached to what is gpparently
thefirst resdence built after the meginghouse was condructed-a smal house & 4 Woodward Avenue
later known asthe Bullard House (NR pending). 1n 1805. thetown erected a hearse house northeadt of
the dore, and in 1816 moved it acrossLinden Street to a comer of the burying ground. Next to the hearse
house & itsorigind location were the long horse sheds for the mestinghouse, and beyond them, the town

pound.

In thefirst quarter of the 19* century, growing rdigious diversity, coupled with dissatisfaction throughout
Massechusatts regarding the combined rdligious and govemmenta function of the loca medtinghouses
laid the ground for sweeping dhanges in the communities of the Commonwedth. Church and date were
officially ssparated in Massechusditsin 1833, and from that time forth, municipd activities were no
longer conducted in the sanctuaries of religious sodieties  Even before the official sgparation, in many
communities, town mestings and other govemment business had moved out of the medtinghouse and
weretaking place in sscular buildings, such asschodls and tavems, that hed the goece to acoommodae
them. Eventudly, however, nearly every Massachusatts community built a municipd gmctureto save
the neads of loca govemment. For aamdl town, Berlin was unusudly early in erecting a building for
that purpose Public assambliesin the first medtinghouse ended in 1822, and the building was taken
down and its parts sold by thetown. For nearly a decade afterward, town medtings were hddfirstin
Solomon Howe's tavem, and subssguently roteted among the four one-room schoolhouses, until Berlin
aetted itsfirst Town House in 1831, Not much bigger than the schoolhouses, the samdl  18-by-33-foot,
one-dory building was built on a parcd divided out from the common, directly behind the degant new
church that replaced the first medtinghouse in 1826.

(continued)
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Berlin TownHaU. 1870

Thelittle 1831 town house saved Berlin well for over thirty years but eventualy became inedequete for
the town's needs After the Civil War, as communities across the Commornwedth consdered how to
honor their soldiers, some citizens of Berlin proposad asoldiers monument. A committee that was
formed to evduate the proposd in 1866, however, ingeed recommendad the congtmction of a memorid
hall. The concgpt quickly merged with the nesd for anew, larger town house 1n 1861, agroup of locd
entrgrenaurs—Artemas Bames, Merrick Felton and Frands Baboock—bought asmal piece of the
former gore and tavem property near the foot of the dreat that ran dong the north Sde of the common
(now Woodward Avenue). While the original intent of the purchese mey have beenfor a commercid
venture, Mr. Bames bought out the others, and in 1839 he donated the land "in condderation of my Love
and good will to thetown of Berlin ... for the purposeof erecting on said premises aTown House™ '

The handsome, wood-frame, two-gtory Itdianate building wes completed in 1870. Together with the
stylish ssoond medtinghouse, which had bean renovated in 1860 by the combined Firgt Parish ad
Congregationd Sodiety, the new town house wes part of acomplementary pair of ingtitutional buildings
that still dominates Berlin's quiet town center today. The building was condmcted and fumished & a
total cost of $7,400. The builders were three locd carpentears ad joiners, Jodah Sawvyer, Addison Keyes,
ad SlasH. Hadings Theold town house was moved ashort disance away to 8 Linden Stret, where it
was usd for atime as aschool; ad laer made over into a housa

Some communities dedicated an entire building to the memoary of their fallen Civil War soldiers. The
townspeople of Berlin, however, dearly intended their war memorid to be amesting hdl for the principal
Union Army veterans organization, the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.), located in alarge multi-
purpase building that would fulfill the nesds of town govemment while providing aplace for socid
activities. OnMarch 2, 1870, both the Town House and the Memorid Hall within it were dedicated
together. In his dedicatory address the Rev. William Houghton acknowledged the generodty of Artemas
Bames who had mede both gods ataineble, calling him "amos hearty townamean, eames in [Berlin'g]
rdigious, sodd andfinancialwelfare" Portraits of both Artemas Bames and the Rev. Houghton, pastor
of the Congregationd Church and later author of the 1895 town history, hang in the Town Hall today.
Along with them isthe portrait of anather town benefector, Chandler Carter, who gave the town $20,000
to pay off amunicipa debot incurred in the building of the Centrd Massachusdtts Railroad.

It isnot known where the design for the building came from, but it wes condructed a a time when the
Itdianate syle for inditutiona buildingswes a itsheight. While stylishin itssculpturd Itdian-inspired
detail, the presance of some nearly out-of-date Gresk Revivd fegtures, such as the ample rectangular
form and the tripartite window on the facade, show thet thisisdearly arurd building. Thereisdso a
certan frugality digplayed in itsminima embdlishment. The decorative sawn comice breckets that are

I (continued)

" Desd from Artames Bames to the Inhahitants of the Toan of Berlin, Worceser County Regidry of Desds My 5, 1889
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nearly universa with the Itdianate style, for indance, are missing. In the words of JuneWhite Miller,
one of the presant-day  chroniders of the building, "ltssimplicity is consonant with the smplicity of the
community that built it, reflecting the solid rurd character of aNew England town with agricultura
roots""”

In the beginning, the spadous new Town House had more than enough room to accommoaodae the
expanding variety of civic and sodd activities of alate 19*-century mral community. Thegreet hall,
(the actud "town hall" auditorium) thet filled the sacond floor and could hold 200 people, was used not
just for regular Town Meetings (130 yearsin all) but for the medings of the Berlin Farmers ad
Mechanics Club until 1892, the Berlin Grange #134 Patrons of Husbendry (112 years), and numerous
other organizations. One popular evant there for many yearswas the indoor exhibition of the annud
agricultura fair and cattle show, featuringfruits,flowers,and artistic work. The gpacious auditorium was
d=0 the Ste of many banquets, socid gatherings, danoes (beginning with the dedication bal in 1870), ad
al mame of cdebrations aswell asworship srvices. After the Firgt Unitarian Sodety was formed in
1871, the new congregation held sarvices in the hall until they built their church, as did the Methodist-
Episoopa Church, organized in 1880.

A andler hdl onthefirst gory, named Barnes Hall in honor of Artermas Bames and his gift to the town,
saved as aschoolroom for the Center Schodl for two yeers after the building was built, and later a5
generd medting and gethering goece. The Sdlectmen's Room occupied the southeedt front comer of the
firstfloor,and it was there that the 1848 waghtsand-mesares cabinegt was placed upon itsmove from
the old Town House, and where it continued in use for ahundred years  In 1873, the town safe,
containing thefiles of the town officers, was inddled there as well. When the town established a public
library in 1891, shdvesfor the collection of 190 books were st up in the Sdectmen'sRoom. In those
ealy days, the library was open for an hour on Saturday aftemoons and two hours on Saurday evenings

The room that hes remained mogt congant in fiinction and nearly unchanged in gppesranceis Memorial
Hall. Dedicated to the memoary of Berlin's 27 fallen Civil War soldiers, thisroom was, and dill is, a
place to honor them and to digplay their photographs and the collected memorabilia pertaining to the war.
Ove may years photos of other locd Civil War veteranswere added, for atota of nearly 100 imeges
Memorid Hall was the meeting place for the local chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic until the
lag of the Civil War veterans died, as well as for the G.A.R. auxiliay Women's Relief Corps, and the
Sors of Union Veterans Both organizations provided the origina fumishings, which are now part of the
Berlin Higtorical Collection.

Town Hdl in the 20* century
Over the years, Berlin citizens gradudly shifted to calling the building the Berlin Town Hall, rether than

the Town House  In 1904, the building was expanded to the rear, with akitchen a thefirst dory and a
full platform gage for the seoond-dory auditorium. Other early 20*'century improvements added to the

(continued)

"Miller, ne W. Mass Higaricd Commisson Fam B for Belin Town Hal, 12 Woodwad Avaue Sqarba 2006.
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comfort of everyone who ussd the building. Running water was supplied by acigern ingdled behind the
kitchen in 1906, eectricity wes ingdled in 1909, asmdl rear addition was built for indoor toiletsin 1932,
and centrd heeting replaced the former wood and cod hedting Sovesin 1946.

In the 20* century, each goece in the building evolved according to the changing nesds of the townspeople
The addition of the sage contributed to increesad activity in the great hall and led to meany decades of
dramdic productions. The Berlin Flayers, an amateur dramatic club organized in 1889, hed put on plays in
the auditorium even before the dage was built, and their volunteer activities continued well into the 20*
century. Some of the Players parformances raised significant funds for town projects. Among them were
their annud Memoria Day "entertainments,” and in the 1920s their performances raised about $11,000 for
the building of the town library. The Berlin Flayers became less active in the 1930s and in 1939 ebout a
dozen Berlin reddents formed anew dramatic group, the Parish Players. They gave their first parformance
on the Town Hall Sagein Decamber 1939, athree-act comedy entitled "A Howling Success” Ore of the
mod active leedersof dramain Berlin wasthe Rev. Ivan A. Klein, miniger of the Firgt Unitarian Sodety
from 1925 to 1940. The Rev. Klein was an actor, director, and desgner of many Town Hall productions. 1t
was he who painted the ca. 1930 canvas Sage curtain.

Many fumishings presently ussd in the grest hal have bean there snce the early 20* century. The sets of
double chairs were purchesd by the town in 1916, 1931, and 1935. The piano dates to 1920, dthough a
seoond piano, the gift of the Berlin Grange, is more often usad. Both chars and piano sarved yet another
church for ashort timein the early 19505 when the upper hall was usd by the new S. Joseph's Church.
The first of its Romen Catholic messes weare cdeoraed there, and confessons weare heard in the smdl
dorageroom in the eedt front comer of the hall. Card tablesdigplaying locd advertisng were purchasd
in 1941 and 1945, for the popular pitch parties attended by as many as 320 people. The parties raisd
funds for the Berlin fire company and the police assodiaion.

At thefirst sory. Memorial Hall continued itsorigina commemorative function through the 20* century,
a6 photogrephs and artifactsfrom the First and Ssoond World Wars and the Vietnam Wer were added to
the collection on display. After World Wer |, it bacame amedting place for the locd American Legion
Pog and Auxiliary, while continuing as the home for the G.A.R. and the Women's Rdlief Corps.

Outdoors on the amdl front lawn, apainted wood World Wer | Honor Roll wes erected just west of the
front segps in 1919. It wes later replaced by abronze plague, located first on the common ad later & the
Berlin Memoria School.

The Sdectmen’'s Room continued to be ussd for mestings of thet board, es well as by other town boards
and committees. In the middle of the 20* century, the Berlin Hedth Department conducted regular "well
child" clinicsin thisroom and in Memoria Hall. Fumishings in the Sdectmen's Room today indude a
large teble and five chairs that camefrom the 1951 Memorid School, and three of ficers chairsonce
bdonging to the Berlin Grange

(continued)
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The 1904 addition enlarged Barnes Hall, where agtairway was built againd the northwest wall leading to
the dage Southwest of Bames Hall, afirst-storykitchen beow the sage was dso an important part of
the 1904 expandgon. Enhancad by the kitchen facilities, Bames Hall was heavily used throughout the 20*
century as asocid hdl for loca dubs, organizations, and for public events. It dso provided some income
for the town as arentd goace Berlin resdents gahered there yearly after the Memorid Day exerdses,
and medls were sarvad a itslong tables by the Berlin Grange and other organizations. Among the 20* -
century groups meeting in Bames Hall were various town boards and committees, the Berlin Board of
Trade, and the Boy and Girl Scout troops.

The kitchen proved to be an important adjunct for both Bames Hall and the entire building. On August
29, 1912, for indance, as part of Berlin's centennid cdebration that indluded aconcert on the dage
followed by adancein the upper hall, the kitchen supplied agrand dinner to over 400 people Weskly hot
lunches were prepared in the kitchen and sarved in BamesHall to sudents a the Center Schodl from
1949 to 1951, when the Berlin Memorid School opened a 23 Linden Street. The children waked from
schoal to the Town Hall, where they were served from acounter located in the wall between the kitchen
and the hall. Prepared lundhes were a0 carried from the kitchen to the South and West Schodls The
fumishings of Bames Hall today indudewooden tables purchased by the town in 1945 that were used in
the schodl lunch program, aswell aschairs acquired in 1941 and 1953.

Through the 1970s BamesHall continued to sarve multiple functions, including use as apolling plece for
dections The nead for town office goace grew through the middle of the 20* century, however, and in
1979 BamesHall was partifioned for offices, and renovated again in 1995. The amdles of the new
offices, for the Town Clerk, was located adjacant to the kitchen, in the goece where a handicgpped-
accessble resroom wes recently built. For afew years the local cable-aoocess charmd broadcast from the
former kitchen. 1n 1999, the nearby Memorid Schod daosed and wias remodded, and the town offices
were rdlocated there. The partitions were removed from Bames Hall, and the room became amesting and
socid hal once again.

In 1904, the library moved from the Sdectmen's Room to larger quartersin the former coat room on the
oppadite Sde of the entry hall, where it remained until 1928, when the new library building opened

neartby on Carter Sirest. The room then reverted to acoatroom for many years In 1953, the front end of
the L-shgped goece wis partitioned off for the town Welfare Office. 1n 1970, the date took over all
wedfare adminidration, and in 1972 the Berlin Police Department moved into both goeces with the Police
Chief occupying the former welfare office. In 1982, the coatroom was renovated for the public sefety
communications center, and in 1995 it expanded afew feet into BamesHall. The goece became a
coatroom for the third time in 2000, when the palice department moved with the other town departments
to the remodded Town Offices building & 23 Linden Street.

(continued)
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Berlin Town Hadl in the 2r' century

In 1999, s the town was converting the Memorid Schoal into the Berlin Town Offices, a volunteer
group, the Fiends of the Town Hall, was formed for the presarvation of the 1870 building. Still active
today, their god isnot only to preserve the building, but to enaure that it will continue to be the active
community asset thet it was for solong. The Friends aso undertook asaries of fund-raising efforts,
beginning with agrand musicd, "Swinging into the Millennium, aMuscd Memoir," daged in the upper
hall late in 1999. Between 2007 and 2007, with the solid support of Berlin citizens, town officials, ad
countless volunteers, the building wes repaired, upgraded, and mede reedy for anew life as a community
center and evant goece Professond carpentars, dectricians, painters, and landscgpars dl donated thelr
time and sKills, and dudentsfrom Asssbet Vdley Vocationa Schoo came badk again to take down mogt
of the late 20*-century partitions. Under the leedership of Represantaive Segphen LeDuc, the date
legidature hes twice provided $35,000 for the building, and voter support & Town Meeting hes been
condgently strong. Reoart town gppropriations have paid for painting the building, adding gorm
windows, replacing the boiler, and ingtalling a handicgpped-accessramp and entrance. The Town Hall
reopened to the public on November 17, 2007. While itsfuture in such acaring community looks bright,
listing in the Nationd Regider will bring along-deserved honor to the building and will be an important
factor in sasking funding, both public and private, for its continued preservation.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the nominated property are of thoseof Parod 160 on Berlin Assessor'sMéap 10.3.

Boundary Justification

The Nationa Regiger boundaries encompess the 6,970-square-foot parcd a 12 Woodward Avenue on
which the 1870 Berlin Town Hall sands and which weas donated to the Town in 1869 by Berlin
benefactor Artemas Bames "for the purpose of erecting on said premises aTown House™

(end) "
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All photogrgphs are of the Berlin Town Hall, 1870 (reer addition 1904) by Aime Forbes, 2008
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

BERLIN, MASSACHUSETTS 01503

Phone: (978)838-2442
Fax:(978)838-0014

September 4, 2007

Massachusatts Historical Commission and National Park Service
Dear Public Officials:

The Sdectmen of Berlin have been informed of efforts of the local Historical
Commisson and the Berlin Art and Historical Society to placetwo Town-owned
buildings, the 1870 Town Hall (12 Woodward Avenue) and the ca 1790 Bullard House
(4 Woodward Avenue), on the National Regigter of Historic Places. We underdand that
this means that no project utilizing Federa funds could ever include destruction of these
dructures We are dso avare that Federd tax credits and pendties, which National
Regider gatustriggersfor private owners, would have no effect for these buildings
owned by amunicipality. . .

The Board of Sdectmen, asthe chief dected officials of the Town (the buildingsowner),
upports the listing of these buildings on the National Regiger of Historic Flaces. We

bdievethislisting will as3g in preserving theseimportant structures by calling attention
to their importance.

Sincerdly, .
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

VaaWyBradley
Clerk™ ~ ~

Cc Historical Commission
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The Commonwedlth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
July 27, 2011 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Logther:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Berlin Town Hall, 12 Woodward Avenue, Berlin (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and haes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State
Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support hes bean received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg /]
Nationa Regigter Director

Massachusatts Historical Commisson '

enclosure

cC Anme Forbes conaultant
Bary Eege, Berlin Higtoricad Commisson
Judith Boomen, Berlin Board of Sdedmen Chair
Rondd Vavruska, Berlin Flanning Boerd Char

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 *Fax: (617)727-5128
www. state. ma. us/s ec/mhc



