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Trousdale Place is located near the Public Square in Gallatin, Tennessee.
The structure is located in the center of a lot approximately the size of
a city block. The main entrance faces Main Street.

John H. Bowen built the main section of the house ca. 1820-1822, prior to the

existence of modern roadways. The grade level of the lot adjacent to the
house is approximately unchanged as it corresponds to the old buffalo trajls
which passed through this area before the land was settled. William Trous-
dale purchased the Bowen house in 1822. At his death it passed to his son,
Julius, whose widow, Annie B. Trousdale, deeded the house and adjoining
property to the Library Society and Monument Association of the Clark Chaptd
United Daughters of the Confederacy, Sumner County, Tennessee, in 1900.
The property was open to the public and has served as a community meeting
place, USO headquarters, and museum of military history and library since
1900.

The structure features Flemish bond brick bearing walls, limestone foundation

walls and full basement under the 1820's house. The gabled roof ridge runs
parallel to the street front. End walls are punctuated by brick chimney
construction and square attic windows. The two-room central hall plan is
consistent for the division of the first floor parlor rooms and second
floor bedrooms. Fireplaces are located in each of the four main rooms. An
arch-headed walk constructed between the main structure and the west additi(
features an open passageway leading from the front to the rear lot with
access to the one story addition. Constructed prior to 1870, this addition
served as the family dining room. A simple log and frame structure located
behind the main house served as the original detached kitchen. An attached
front porch extends the full Tength of the main facade, and was added

ca. 1883-1884.

During the 1880's period, major renovations coincided with the popularity
of the Victorian mode. The hcuse was extensively altered during this
period. The prevailing popularity for Victorian style is evident in the
heavier emphasis for carved detail in the window treatment, porch roof
brackets, chamfered posts, balustrade, and door framing. Late Georgian
style brick lintels are half hidden behind extant wood trim. Cabinetwork,
mantels, sashes and doors may have been added at this time. More recently,
a second kitchen has been constructed above the pass-through and adjoining
the second floor rooms. The basic architectural design has remained un-
changed since 1900.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Trousdale Place was built by John H. Bowen, a Gallatin attorney, who in
1813 became the first Sumner Countian to represent West Tennessee in the
Congress of the United States. He was the son of Captain William Bowen,

a Revolutionary War veteran who was one of the earliest settlers in Middle
Tennessee. John H. Bowen, 1ike other leaders on the frontier, was mili-
tantly nationalistic, and in 1814 spoke out strongly against British
impressment of American seamen.

At Bowen's death in 1822, the property was acquired by William Trousdale,
later a governor of Tennessee. Trousdale, called the "War Horse of

Sumner County", quit his law studies and enlisted as a private in Andrew
Jackson's army, participating in the battles of Talladega and Tallahatchie
against the Creeks. He later served with Jackson's forces in the capture
of Pensacola and the defeat of the British at New Orleans. He returned

to Gallatin, completed his legal training, and in 1820 was admitted to the
bar. He became active politically and was elected to the Tennessee State
Senate in 1835. At the outbreak of the Second Semininole War in that
year, however, he resigned from the Senate and organized kis own company,
which became a part of the Second Regiment of Tennessee Volunteers. Trous-
dale was elected colonel of the regiment and later refused an appointment
as brigadier-general in the regular army.

With the outbreak of the Mexican War, Trousdale received an appointment
from President Polk as a €olonel in the regular army and was placed in
command of the 14th U.S. Infantry in 1847. He led his men in the battles
of Contreras, Cherubusco, and Chapultepec, and was severely wounded in the
lTatter battle. For his heroic services, he was breveted a brigadier-
general in 1848.

His long service to the Democratic party and his military exploits made
Trousdale a prime candidate for public office in 1849. He won the guber-
natorial race over his Whig opponent and entered the governor's office
determined to push for expanded education and internal improvements, with
particular emphasis on a railroad from the Smoky Mountains to the Mississippi
River.

Following the election of Democrat Franklin Pierce as president in 1852,
Trousdale was appointed Minister to Brazil, where he served from 1853 to
1856. He died in 1872.
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Item No. 8 (cont.)

Julius Trousdale, William's son, next occupied Trousdale Place. He continued
in the military and political tradition of his father, serving in the Confed-
erate Army during the Civil War and as Speaker of the Tennessee House of
Representatives.

In 1900, Annie B. Trousdale, widow of Julius, deeded the property to the
Library Society and Monument Association of the Clark Chapter, United Daughter
of the Confederacy, to be used as a library and museum of military history.
It continues to serve these purposes.

Trousdale Place is an important landmark in Gallatin, significant because of
its association with important political and military figures of Tennessee,
as well as its continued service to the public as a library and museum.




