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REFERENCE NUMBER: 15000411

REASONS FOR REVIEW:
APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER : N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: Y SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N
COMMENT WAIVER: N

V/ACCEPT RETURN REJECT ’7/CL%;¢ﬁ7 DATE
{ { "

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

RECOM. /CRITERTA, ﬁg ? <j-* \Afr
REVIEWER~Zj£zxé%Aé%,A/ DISCIPLI ﬁli. .
,L/,

TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.






NPS Form 10-800 OMB No. 1024-0018 {Expires 6/31/2012)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A® for
"not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the
instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation shests if needed (NPS Form 10-880a).

1. Name of Property

historic name  Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)

other names/site number

2. Location

t 8 b N. Mcintosh St to the railroad on the north; Thomas St on the east; t5 blicati
street & nUMDEr ¢nyreh St on the south; S. Oliver St on the west notior pubkication
city ortown  Elberton ' vicinity

state _Georgia code 105 county Elbet =~~~ code GA zipcode 30635

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X___ nomination ___request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

in my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___ national _ statewide X _local

Signature of certifying official/Title: Dr. David C. Crass/Historic Preservation Division Director/Dsputy SHPO Date

Historic Preservation Division, Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Govemnment

It my opinion, the property ___ meets ___does not meet the National Register criteria,

Signature of commenting official Dsate

Title State or Federal agencylbureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby cerlify that this propery is:

. entered in the Mational Register . determined eligible for the National Register
. determined nof eiigible for the Nationa! Register removed from the National Registar

. Bther {explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

T
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NPS Form 10-800 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Eibert County, Georgia
Increase and Additional Documentation)

Name of Property County and State

The United States Post Office was completed in 1914 in the Neoclassical Revival style (photograph 28). The
design and construction of the post office was supervised by Philadelphia-born architect, Oscar Wenderoth,
(1871-1938). Wenderoth served as director of the Office of the Supervising Architect, the federal agency that
designed government buildings, from 1912 to 1915. The rectangular building is brick with stone columns and
trim. Wide concrete steps taper at the glass entrance doors. Six lonic columns define the large, slightly
recessed, entrance porch. One addition to the rear of the building occurred in 1949, and in 1956 there was a
second addition to include a loading platform and a new mailing vestibule. This addition has pilasters and
many similarities to the original buiiding.

The sanctuary of the Methodist church, located at the corner of Church and Thomas streets, was begun in
1886 and completed in 1889 (photograph 28). Homer C. Mickel, a member of the church and a builder by
profession, planned the structure. Luther Turner, also a church member, was a brick maker and bricklayer
who donated the bricks for the building. In 1808 a storm caused considerable damage to the church and
required repair. Mickel and William E. Wallis, also a member of the congregation, led the repairs which were
completed in 1909. Repairs included removal of the damaged steeple and covering of the brick with stucco.
The building has Gothic Revival elements including pointed arched windows and a steeply pitched roof.
Additions completed in 1922 included additional space for Sunday school rooms. Educational buildings were
added in 1952 and 1964. Another building was constructed in 1978; it is noncontributing.

The library building on Church Street was built for the dual functions of a library and the Masonic lodge
(photograph 28). The architect was William W. Thomas, of Athens; and M.B. McGinty was the contractor. The
cornerstone of the library was laid in July 1881 and completed in October. The two-story, brick building is
Richardsonian Romanesque in style. The building is brick with granite surrounding the arched doors and
windows. The building is now owned by the Methodist church.

The Elbert Theatre, built between 1939 and 1940, is located on the corner of South Oliver and West Church
streets (photograph 8). The building is two stories and constructed of brick with a stucco fagade. The front
facade has a centrally located, recessed, entrance bay with three double doors with porthole windows. An
awning supporting the marquee shelters this entrance bay. Horizontal striping on either side of the entrance

bay is highlighted with black glass. Vertical striping on the stepped parapet continues the Art Deco style of the
building. :

The First Baptist Church sanctuary was built in 1897 (photograph 29). Reuben H. Hunt was the architect and
D.M. Kenney was the builder. The large brick building is a Romanesque Revival-style sanctuary with granite
foundation, stone trim, stained-glass windows which vary from small rectangular windows to large arched
windows, slate roof, and arched door openings. Construction began on a new Sunday School Annex in 1929,

which was completed in 1835. The brick annex is adjacent to the sanctuary; however it is attached to a larger
complex and is noncontributing.

The Railroad Depot, constructed in 1910, is a one-story, rectangular-shaped brick building with Queen Anne-
style detailing (photographs 39 and 40). The roof has two brick chimneys and is constructed of fired, fluted
clay tile. It has large overhanging eaves that are supported by stick-style brackets. The north and south roof
elevations have a gable with Palladian window, and the east and west roof elevations have a lunette window.
These four gables are covered with shingles. The exterior windows and doors have lintels of vertically laid
brick. All windows are one-over-one, and the wooden doors have horizontal panels with transom light above.

The building is individually listed in the National Register (1988). The railroad tracks are counted as one
contributing structure.

In October 1949, James M. Hunt released his rendering of a new Elbert County Health Center to be
constructed on Church Street near the theater. Hunt's modern design of the one-story building was

constructed in brick and glass with a number of details in granite (photographs 6 and 7). The steeply sloping
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Elberion Commercial Historic District (Boundary Elbert County, Georgia
increase and Additional Documentation)

Name of Property County and State

Period of Significance {justification)

The period of significance begins with the arrival of the railroad in 1878 and ends with the end of the historic
period in1965.

Criteria Considerations {explanation, if necessary)

N/A

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes fevel of significance and
applicable criteria.}

The city of Elberton was founded in the late 18th century, made the county seat in 1803, and platted by 1808.
its downtown gridiron street plan was located on high ground at the center of circular city limits. The arrival of
the railroad in 1878 (to the north of downtown) and the success of Elbert County’s granite industry in the late
18th century resulted in the development of the commercial district that is evident today. The Elberton
Commercial Historic District is significant at the local level under Criterion C in the area of architecture for its
good intact collection of commercial buildings that reflect design and construction traditions commonly found in
Georgia towns from the mid-19th through the mid-20th centuries. This includes many examples of the way
small towns interpreted high-style architectural trends and incorporated them into their main streets. The
district is also locally significant under Criterion A in community planning and development for its intact historic
town plan that uses a grid of streets around a central square. In the area of commerce, the district's
significance derives from its role as the historic commercial center of Elbert County and the region. Typically
the county seat filled this role, and provided for the day-to-day commercial needs of nearby rural residents,
such as retail stores and offices and professional services. The period of significance from 1878 to 1965
includes the arrival of the railroad to Elberton and concludes with the end of the historic period.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The Elberton Commercial Historic District is significant at the local level in the area of architecture because the
commercial buildings are representative of architectural styles built in Georgia cities from the end of the 19th
century through the middle of the 20th century. Elberton has many good intact examples of commercial
architecture that date from its period of greatest growth during the late 18th century into the 1960s. The
central business district is concentrated in the blocks near the courthouse as is common in many of Georgia’s
county seats. Commercial buildings in the district include both freestanding and attached one- and two-story
brick buildings. A couple of buildings are four stories tall. Other character-defining features of the late 19th-
and early 20th-century commercial buildings include simple rectangular forms; storefronts that face directly
onto the sidewalk; a common setback; large display windows; and architectural ornament primarily on the front
facades. Most of the buildings are one story in height and brick is the most common material.

The Elberton Commercial Historic District is also significant in architecture for its community landmark
buildings including the Elbert County Courthouse (1884), jail (1894), depot (1910), United States Post Office

(1914), Methodist church (1889), Baptist church (1897), library (1891), Elbert Theatre (1940), and the Elbert
County Health Center (1951).









	15000411_photos_pdf.pdf
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0001
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0002
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0003
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0004
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0005 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0006 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0007 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0008 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0009 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0010
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0011 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0012 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0013 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0014 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0015 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0016 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0017 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0018 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0019 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0020 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0021 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0022 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0023 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0024 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0025 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0026 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0027 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0028 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0029 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0030 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0031 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0032 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0033 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0034 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0035 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0036 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0037 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0038 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0039 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0040 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0041 (2)
	GA_Elbert County_Elberton Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase and Additional Documentation)_0042 (2)




